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PET OF THE WEEK
Zin goes great with just about everything! A round-
faced brown tabby, our 3-year-old Zin is a little bit 
spicy, with notes of adorable. Drop by Valley Humane 
Society (VHS) for a taste of Zin, Tuesdays through 
Saturdays from 10 am – 4 pm and Sundays from 11 
am – 2 pm, 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. For 
more information please call (925) 426-8656 or visit 
valleyhumane.org. All adult pet adoption fees are 
½ off all month during our Home for the Holidays 
promotion. Photo - Valley Humane Society/K. Jacoby

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Deacon Dave's wonderland of lights opened officially last Saturday. For more photos and hours the display is 
open, see page 8.

Mt. Diablo lit beacon. The annual ceremony is set for this 
weekend. For the story, go to page 3. Photo - Clayton Worsdell

New Animal 
Welfare 
Organization 
Formed 

Paws In Need has just 
received tax-exempt sta-
tus from the IRS (Tax ID# 
45-5391297). This 501(c)
(3) non-profit all-volunteer 
organization provides finan-
cial assistance for spay and 
neuter surgeries plus neces-
sary one-time medical treat-
ment of community animals 
(feral, stray or owned) in the 
Tri-Valley area (Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Sunol, Dublin, 
San Ramon and Danville).

Paws In Need is expand-
ing the availability of finan-
cial assistance for spay and 
neuter surgeries to the gen-
eral public. This is needed 
to reduce the number of 
animals that come to local 
shelters, which costs tax-
payers millions of dollars 
each year.

In addition, Paws In 
Need will take over the Just 
Like New Fund, a former 
program of Valley Humane 
Society (VHS). The pro-
gram provides financial 
assistance for community 
pets with a necessary one-
time medical need. The 
Just Like New Fund helps 
prevent euthanasia due to 
the financial hardship of an 
animal’s guardian. 

“Valley Humane Soci-
ety is thrilled that Paws 

The City of Dublin and 
Energy Upgrade California 
in Alameda County have 
reached the first milestone 
in the Dublin Energy Chal-
lenge, a city-wide initiative 
encouraging residents to 
monitor and evaluate energy 
usage while giving back to 
the local community. 

Since October 23, when 
the program began, 80 resi-
dents have signed up for 
the Home Energy Analyzer. 
As a result, $150 has been 
donated to the Friends of the 
Dublin Library to date.

The Home Energy An-
alyzer uses PG&E smart 
meter data to evaluate en-
ergy usage. By pinpointing 
where energy is being used, 
residents can determine the 
right energy-saving actions 
and improvements to suit 
their needs. Customized 
energy-saving recommenda-
tions are provided, including 
conservation behaviors and 
do-it-yourself improvements 
to help residents increase 
energy efficiency. 

Homeowners looking 
to complete more compre-
hensive energy-efficient 
home improvements may 
be eligible for rebates of up 
to $4,500 through Energy 
Upgrade California Home 
Upgrade.

Dublin residents have un-
til January 31, 2014, to sign 
up for the online tool and 

Dublin 
Reaches 
Energy 
Milestone

(See PAWS, page 2)

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

 By Jeff Garberson
An organization that fa-

vors development of the 
Tesla site as a recreation 
park for off-road riding has 
called a “Code Red Action 
Alert” to counter efforts to 
protect the site and its natu-
ral resources from motorized 
vehicle damage.

The organization is the 
Blue Ribbon Coalition, 
which has advocated for 
off-road recreation nation-
ally since it was founded 
in 1987 to urge the opening 
of public lands in Idaho 
to snowmobile and other 
motorized sports. "(It) cham-
pions responsible use of 
public and private lands, 
and encourages individual 
environmental stewardship,” 
according to its website, 
http://www.sharetrails.org/.

The “action alert” portion 
of its website refers to the 
effort by those who want to 
prevent off-road activities 
at Tesla as a “massive and 
fraudulent disinformation 
campaign.”

It calls for off-road ad-
vocates to send emails and 
letters to two state legislators 
whose constituencies in-

By Jeff Garberson
Under new leadership, 

the UC Livermore Labora-
tory Retirees Group will 
continue its legal action 
aimed at forcing the Univer-
sity of California to restore 
retirees to UC health care 
programs.

Marty Crowningshield, 

The Livermore School 
District Board of Trustees 
adopted next generation sci-
ence standards (NGSS) at its 
November meeting.

The new standards won't 
go into effect immediately. 
The state will prepare a 
strategic plan for district's 
to follow to implement the 
program.

By Ron McNicoll
The Tri-Valley Learning 

Corporation (TVLC), which 
operates charter a K-8 and 
a high school in Livermore, 
has been discussing the mer-
its of expanding the number 
of schools it administers, 
with an eye toward helping 
its Livermore programs gain 
more money. 

In addition to the two 
Livermore schools, TVLC 

Livermore Charter Schools 
Examine Ideas for Expansion

has taken two Stockton char-
ter schools under its wing: 
Acacia Elementary and Aca-
cia Middle School in Stock-
ton, bringing the total to 
four schools it operates. The 
Livermore schools enroll-
ment total this year stands 
at about 1100, and Acacia at 
around 700 students.

Other charter schools 
have approached TVLC 
CEO Bill Batchelor. (His 

title is equivalent to a pub-
lic school superintendent.) 
However, Batchelor said that 
for one reason or another, 
they were not good matches 
for TVLC.

However, there is one 
current exception, which 
Batchelor did not name at 
a recent TVLC board meet-
ing, because those talks are 
exploratory. 

Batchelor said the school 

looks like a good match 
academically. Its API score 
is higher than those for the 
TVLC Livermore schools, 
which themselves are both 
above the elite 900 demarca-
tion line on the API. 

If the school were to join 
TVLC, it would contribute 
revenue. TVLC would not 
have to hire more high-
ranking administrators, and 
that would keep “overhead” 

costs down. As a result, 
there would be more money 
to spend on such things as 
teachers’ raises, and acquir-
ing more technology for 
the Livermore schools, and 
the other schools, too, said 
Batchelor. 

However, some parents 
have expressed anxiety on a 
special Facebook page and 
in e-mails to The Indepen-

(See CHARTER, page 6)

Off-Roaders 
Call a 
‘Red Alert’
In Fight 
For Tesla’s 
Future

(See TESLA, page 4)

Livermore Schools Adopt 
New Science Standards

In the meantime, Liver-
more has gotten a head start 
in setting up the NGSS. Amy 
Robbins, Director of Curric-
ulum and Special Projects, 
stated, "As a district, we plan 
to follow the State’s strategic 
plan. Our teachers will con-
tinue to explore the NGSS 
and work in collaboration 
to revise and supplement our 

science curriculum across 
the grade levels."

She added that many of 
the practices proposed in 
NGSS were already in place 
in the district. 

According to Robbins 
the standards are designed 
to define the science and 
engineering competencies 

(See SCIENCE, page 4)

Lab Retirees Continue Legal
Action Under New Leadership

who retired in 1999 after 31 
years at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory, 
has taken over as president 
of the group after its original 
leader, Joe Requa, stepped 
down for health reasons. 

In an interview, Crown-
ingshield said that he thinks 
Requa has done an outstand-

ing job. He agrees with the 
group’s efforts to date and 
is “very optimistic” that the 
lawsuit will prevail.

The lawsuit was filed in 
Superior Court in Oakland 
in 2010, two years after 
operation of the national 
laboratory was reassigned 

(See RETIREES, page 4)

The Alameda County 
Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) is 
reviewing Dublin property 
owned by the Eden Town-

LAFCO Looks at Potential For Eden 
Medical District to Add Dublin to Sphere

ship Healthcare District, 
with the possibility of see-
ing it annexed to the Eden 
Township Healthcare Dis-
trict's sphere of influence.

The property is located in 
Dublin Gateway, at Dublin 
Boulevard and Tassajara 
Road. Eden is the landlord of 
two parcels housing  medical 

care tenants ValleyCare and 
Palo Alto Medical Founda-
tion, as well as other medical 
offices. 

(See EDEN, page 8)
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Custom Design • Jewelry & watCh repair • Jewelry restoration

2056 First Street, Downtown Livermore (925) 447-2381
www.CarattiJewelers.com

Biggest Sale of the Year!
25% – 50% OFF

Select In-Store ItemS

50% oFF
All Parade  

In-Stock Items

25% oFF
All le Vian

In-Stock Items

25% oFF
WAtcheS 

All Bulova, citizen,
& raymond Weil
In-Stock Items

 

Visit Our Online Calendars 
The Independent’s Online Events Calendars provide all of the Cultural Arts and Community 

events for this week, this month and this year. To see what’s happening in the Tri-Valley  
or to submit your event, visit us online at www.independentnews.com

Cultural Arts  
Calendar

Community Events 
Calendar

Livermore's Menorah (top photo) was lit for Chanukah as part of an Under the Stars 
celebration in front of the Bankhead Theater in downtown Livermore. The event 
included latkes and doughnuts, live music and dancing.  On Mon., Dec. 2, the 9th 
annual Chanukah Wonderland took place at the Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton (lower 
photo). There were holiday games, crafts, contests, and live music in the Grand 
Court. Chanukah is an eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating the rededication 
of the Holy Temple (the Second Temple) in Jerusalem at the time of the Maccabean 
Revolt against the Seleucid Empire of the 2nd century BCE. 
 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

in Need will continue this 
much-needed community 
resource established by VHS 
volunteer Jackie Barnett,” 
said VHS Executive Direc-
tor Melanie Sadek. “We’re 
confident they’ll provide the 
necessary resources to allow 
the program to thrive.”

Paws In Need volunteers 
run the Animal Lover’s Bou-
tique (gift items for pets and 
the people who love them) at 
the Feline Medical Center, 
3160 Santa Rita Road in 

Pleasanton. The proceeds 
from this year-round Mon-
day through Friday Bou-
tique, along with special 
sales events, go to fund the 
Just Like New program.

Here are some of Paws In 
Need’s upcoming fundrais-
ing events:

• Sat., Feb. 8, 2014 – Val-
entine Crab Feed Fundraiser 
at Shannon Community 

Center, 11600 Shannon Av-
enue in Dublin from 6pm 
to 10pm.

• Sat., May 3, 2014 – Yard 
Sale at Milfleur, 200 Ray 
St. in Pleasanton from 8am 
to 2pm.

Anyone with questions, 
or wishing to volunteer, con-
tact Paws In Need at info@
paws-in-need.org or leave a 
message at 925-551-1877.

 

PAWS
(contined from page one)

The Livermore Public 
Library unveils its very own 
Overdrive eBook and Digi-
tal Audiobook platform on 
Monday, December 9, 2013. 

This new platform allows 
Library card holders to bor-
row popular digital media 
anytime, from anywhere, for 
free, by visiting the Liver-
more Public Digital Library 
website at:  http://livermore.
lib.overdrive.com. 

There will be an informal 
kick-off hosted in the Civic 
Center Library Community 
Rooms from 5:00 pm to 8:00 
pm.  Library card holders 
can ask questions, explore 
the new site together and ob-
tain help on getting started!

The Library expects pa-
trons will experience less 
wait time for popular eBook 
and digital audiobook titles 
and improved availability 
by no longer having to share 
these files with other librar-
ies. The Livermore Public 
Library is offering one on 
one instruction to patrons on 
the use of this new platform, 
as well as other eBook plat-
forms the Library provides. 
Appointments can be made 
in person at the Civic Center 
Library or by calling 925-
373-5500.  

Users can browse the 
collection, borrow with a 
library card and enjoy on 
a computer, tablet, smart-
phone or eReader device. 
Downloaded eBooks can 
be transferred to eReader 
devices such as NOOK®, 
Sony® Reader™ and many 
more.

To learn more about other 
online offerings from the 
library, visit www.liver-
morelibrary.net or contact 
Nathan Brumley at 925-
373-5572.

                                               

Library to 
Launch 
Autobook 
Platform
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Tangles Hair Salon
New Client Specials

• Receive a FREE haircut with color
• Pay Regular Price for a haircut,

Get 1/2 Off Color
*New Clients Only. Expires 02/28/2014.

Call laurie (716) 982-5467 (25 Years of Experience) 
Cuts • Color • Waxing • 1577 Olivina Avenue, Livermore

Shepherd’s Gate has helped battered & homeless women and children since 1984.
(925) 606-1924  •  www.shepgate.org

New Outlet
1635 Chestnut St, Livermore

Hours: Wed-Sat 9am-5pm

Shepherd’s Gate
 Thrift Store

1362 Railroad Ave, Livermore
Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

On December 7th, Mount 
Diablo’s Beacon will be relit 
for the first Pearl Harbor Day 
since the beacon's restora-
tion earlier this year. A com-
memorative symbol of those 
who lost their lives at Pearl 
Harbor, the Beacon is relit 
by survivors each year in a 
ceremony attended by their 
families and the public.  This 
year marks the 49th annual 
Beacon Lighting Ceremony. 
From sunset this Saturday, 
December 7th, to sunrise the 
next morning, the Beacon 
will shine.

 The ceremony will be 
held at the Summit Visitors’ 
Building in Mt. Diablo State 
Park from 3:45 to 5 p.m.

This year’s event is ex-
pected to be the largest yet, 
with local Pearl Harbor 
survivors and community 
members wanting to see the 
restored Beacon shine anew.  
The evening will include 
presentations by several lo-
cal Pearl Harbor survivors, 
California State Parks and 
Save Mount Diablo, the 
non-profit organization that 
coordinated the restoration 
project. 

Save Mount Diablo, the 
Sons & Daughters of Pearl 
Harbor Survivors Asso-
ciation and California State 
Parks will light the “Eye of 
Diablo," the Beacon atop 
Mount Diablo to memo-
rialize Pearl Harbor Day 

At-Risk Juvenile
The Pleasanton Police Department 

is seeking information on the where-
abouts of an at-risk missing juvenile, 
Ana Elizarraras.  Elizarraras, age 13, 
was last seen on December 1, 2013 with 
three unknown male subjects driving a 
newer, dark brown, 4 door coupe in the 
area of Vineyard Ave. and First St. in of 
Pleasanton.  Elizarraras left willingly and 
is considered at-risk due to her age. She 
has not returned home since that morn-
ing and her friends and family have not 
heard from her. 

Elizarraras is a Hispanic female, 5’5” 
tall, 130 lbs. with black hair and brown 
eyes. She was last seen wearing black 
yoga pants or leggings, a blue/green 
sweatshirt with the word “Diamond” 
written across the front and her hair 
pulled back into a ponytail.

Anyone with information on her loca-
tion is asked to call the Pleasanton Police 
Department at 925-931-5100. 

Two Businesses Fail Decoy Test
Officers from the Pleasanton Police 

Department, in cooperation with the 
Alameda County Public Health Depart-
ment, conducted a decoy operation on 
Nov. 26 targeting the sales of tobacco 
products to persons under 18 years of 
age. The City of Pleasanton currently 
has 45 establishments selling tobacco 
products. 

The underage decoys were accom-
panied by plain clothes officers during 
each site visit. During the operation 41 
locations were visited. 39 complied with 
the law and refused to sell cigarettes to 
the underage decoys. The Raley’s store 
located at 5420 Sunol Blvd. and the Shell 
gas station located at 5251 Hopyard Rd., 
sold a tobacco product to a decoy and the 
responsible clerk was cited.

Fines for a first offense begin at 
$200.00. While visiting each establish-
ment officers inspected the premises to 
ensure they were in compliance with 
mandatory posting of signs regarding 
the prohibition of tobacco sales to per-
sons under 18 years of age. Officers also 
checked each business to make sure they 
had a valid Tobacco Retail License.

Swalwell Endorsed
California Attorney General Ka-

mala Harris endorsed Congressman Eric 
Swalwell for re-election to the House of 
Representatives in 2014. 

“I am impressed with Congressman 
Eric Swalwell’s commitment to innova-
tion and new technology to grow the 
economy and create local jobs for his 
constituents,” said California Attorney 
General Kamala Harris. “Eric’s expe-
rience as a Deputy District Attorney, 
advocating for consumers and victims 
of hate crimes, and helping to keep our 
communities safe, gives him a unique 
perspective as a Congressman. He is 
focused on being an effective advocate 
for his constituents in Washington and at 
home in order to support their efforts to 
get ahead.”

 Also endorsing Swalwell for re-elec-
tion isFormer Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman, who once considered running 
for the seat.

 “Eric is an excellent Representative 
for us in Congress,” said Hosterman. 
“He is looking out for the interests of 
Pleasanton residents and is accessible 
and hard-working. As a ranking Member 
on the Subcommittee on Energy, Eric is 
a leader in promoting energy research 
and development and combating climate 
change.” 

Corrections
A story about Zone 7 Water Agency 

erred in saying that much of more than 1 
million acre feet of water from the Lake 
Oroville Dam is delivered to Zone 7. 
It is not. The Zone 7 share of the State 
Water Project is far smaller, since the 
agency comprises only 2 percent of the 
entire State Water Project. Further, the 
dam retains a portion of the total so that 
it does not run dry.

The photo caption under the Cottage 
Preschool photo in last week's paper 
stated that the preschool was located 
at Trinity Baptist Church. The church 
gymnasium was rented for the event. The 
preschool is not located there.

for the first time since its 
restoration.

“We are grateful to have 
been involved in the resto-
ration of this historic sym-
bol of freedom,” said Ron 
Brown, Executive Direc-
tor of Save Mount Diablo.  
“Its restoration ensures the 
memory of those who lost 
their lives on that historic 
day will continue to live on.”

The Beacon was origi-
nally installed and illumi-
nated in 1928 to aid in trans-
continental aviation. It is one 
of the four guiding beacons 
installed along the west 
coast by Standard Oil of CA 
and the only one known to 
still be operational.  After 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
the Beacon’s light was ex-
tinguished during the West 
Coast Blackout, for fear it 
could enable an attack on 
California.  It stayed dark 
until Pearl Harbor Day 1964, 
when Fleet Admiral Chester 
Nimitz relit the Beacon in a 
commemorative ceremony 
and suggested it be illumi-
nated every December 7th to 
honor those who served and 
sacrificed. Since that day, 
Pearl Harbor Veterans and 
their families have revisited 
Mount Diablo’s mountain 
summit every December 7th 
to see the light shine once 
again. 

Over the years, the Bea-
con fell into severe disrepair 

thereby requiring significant 
restoration. With the Cali-
fornia State Parks’ limited 
budget and a need to move 
quickly, Save Mount Diablo 
volunteered to raise funds 
and organize the Beacon 
Restoration Project. In the 
process,  many individuals 
and businesses stepped up 
to help restore the historic 

Beacon.
 The 49th annual beacon 

lighting takes place at sunset 
and the Eye shines brightly 
throughout the night.  As 
the number of Survivors has 
decreased over the years, the 
number of people attending 
the ceremony in honor of 
these heroes has increased, 
including many sons and 

daughters vital to organizing 
the service.

Parking is available in the 
Lower Summit Parking Lot 
and can be accessed from 
either entrance to the Park. 
A shuttle service is provided 
by a volunteer from the low-
er lot to the Summit for those 
who would like a ride for the 
last quarter mile. There is a  

$10 per car park entrance fee 
to Mount Diablo State Park.

For more information 
about the Beacon Light-
ing Ceremony: please visit 
http://www.savemountdia-
blo.org/activities_events_
beacon.html or contact Save 
Mount Diablo’s office at 
(925) 947-3535.

Beacon To Be Lit in Remembrance of Pearl Harbor

Livermore Valley Wine 
Country celebrates the 
season with Holidays in the 
Vineyards with showcase 
their decorated tasting 
rooms. There will be arts 
and craft vendors, special 
wines, festive activities, 
Santa visits, carolers and 
more.

Guests are encouraged 
to bring unwrapped toys or 
monetary donations to their 
favorite wineries. All toys 
and donations will be donated 
to the Pleasanton-Livermore 
Fire Association’s Toys for 
Tots Program after the event.

This is not a ticketed 
event, however tasting fees 
may apply and vary by  
winery.

Just a few of the events 
include the following: 

McGrail Vineyards and 
Winery: Holiday shopping, 
wine tasting and holiday 

cheer. Hot chocolate for non-
drinkers and a special flight 
of wine for Holidays in the 
Vineyards. $10.

Re tz la ff  Vineyards 
features the Cantabella 
Children’s Chorus, music, 
gifts and tasting goodies 
along with hot chocolate and 
cookies for all. $5.

Longevity Wines will 
celebrate the season with 
Kens Wood Fired Pizzas for 
purchase, Andy’s Candy, 
Premier Jewelry and live 
music on Sunday featuing 
Joey T, Marc and Jenny. $5. 

Fenestra Winery features 
artists and crafts people along 
with wine tasting. $15.

Wood Family Vineyards 
offering two new wines 
2011 Zin, Muy Bueno - Gold 
Medal and the 2010 Syrah, 
Madden Ranch along with 
other wines.  $10 per person 
and keep your crystal logo 
wine glass. Bring a toy for 
tot and receive a special 
tasting. Artist vendors, 
Fiscalini Cheese, French 
Garlic graters, Double Barrel 
Food Truck here.

Cuda Ridge Wines will 
pour  the new Cuda Amis 
port style wine.  Live music 
by Alder Creek with Steve 
Kritzer (Sat.) and Tim Gomes 
(Sun.), Mom Dino’s crafts 
and greeting by Santa. A 
minimal $10  tasting fee 
and keep the Cuda Ridge 
engraved glass, tasting 
fee waived for wine club 
members.

Las Positas Vineyards 
tasting room will be open 

along with the event center 
that will be featuring 
local craft vendors. A 
complimentary taste of the 
new dessert wine Casamira 
White will be offered for 
those who provide a new 
unwrapped toy for the Toys 
for Tots program. $5.00

Thomas Coyne Winery 
brings in the spirit of the 
holidays with Carolers from 
2:30pm to 4:00pm and and 
Michele’s Jewelry Box. 
Bring a new unwrapped 
toy for our “Toys For Tots” 
donation box. 

Murrieta’s Well hosts 
a holiday open house 
showcasing the barrel room 
as a winter wonderland 
with wine tasting arts crafts 
vendors holiday music 
special wine offerings and 
more. Guests are encouraged 
to bring new unwrapped 
toys to Murrieta s Well 
for Toys for Tots. Event is 
complimentary. Nominal fee 
for winetasting.

T h e  L i v e r m o r e 
Pleasanton Firefighters T4Ts 
organization is a completely 

volunteer force collecting 
and distributing toys in 
the Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Sunol and Dublin Areas.

Participating Wineries: Bent 
Creek Winery, Big White House 
Winery, Bodegas Aguirre, 
Charles R Vineayrds, Concan-
non Vineyard, Crooked Vine 
Winery, Cuda Ridge Wines, 
Dante Robere Vineyards, Darcie 
Kent Vineyards, Eagle Ridge 
Vineyard, Eckert Estate Winery, 
El Sol Winery, Elliston Vine-
yards, Ehrenberg Cellars, Fenes-
tra Winery, Garre Vineyard and 
Winery, La Rochelle Winery, 
Las Positas Vineyards, Les 
Chenes Estate Vineyards, Lon-
gevity Wines, McGrail Vineyard 
and Winery, Mitchell Katz 
Winery, Murrieta’s Well, Not-
tingham Cellars, Occasio Win-
ery, Page Mill Winery, Retzlaff 
Estate Vineyards, Rios Lovell 
Winery, Stony Ridge Winery, 
The Singing Winemaker, The 
Steven Kent Winery, Thomas 
Coyne, Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery & Tasting Room, Wente 
Vineyards Vineyard Tasting 
Room, White Crane Winery, 
and Wood Family Vineyards.
operates under the control and 
guidance of the United States 
Marine Reserve Corps.

For more information, go 
to www.lvw.org.

 

Wineries to Host Holidays in the Vineyards
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Mistake Caught
Robert Allen
Livermore
Former BART Director

BART did right to correct 
the mistake, but it should 
have been caught much ear-
lier.  Whoever first caught 
and reported it deserves a 
huge bonus! 

Who to fault?  Was it 
just a mistake - or was there 
an intent to sneak in paid 
family leave undetected?  I 
hope someone finds out and 
reports.

Decades ago  as a novice 

BART Director, I blew the 
whistle on gross fraud by 
several Board members.  For 
three days in a row, Justin 
Roberts at the Times had 
front page stories above the 
fold based on my findings. 

I sincerely hope it was 
an innocent mistake, and 
I’m grateful it was caught 
in time.

Billion Hours
Alan Frank
Livermore

Your article on a billion 
core hours being awarded 
to various lab projects is 
initially quite confounding. 
There are not that many 
hours in a year or even a 
thousand years!

To understand what the 
article means one needs 
to understand that today’s 
super computers are made 
up of many processors or 
‘cores’ working together, 
in fact many thousands of 
them. Each core having the 
power of the best personal 
computer. A billion core 
hours represents over one 

hundred thousand proces-
sors working together con-
tinuously for a year. To be 
able to devote billions of 
core hours to these extreme-
ly complex problems is an 
incredible achievement. It is 
also an opportunity to gain 
new insight into science’s 
most important and difficult 
issues.

LLNL has played a ma-
jor role in developing the 
software to make those thou-
sands of processors work 
together. Congratulations to 
those at LLNL who helped 
develop these capabilities 
and to those who will put it 
to good use.

Preserve Tesla
Karen B. Froming, 
PhD, a city escapee.
San Francisco

I have been a frequent 
visitor to the Tri-Valley area 
as a hiker and horseback 
rider.  I live in San Fran-
cisco and the hustle bustle 
of the city is precisely why 
I come to Livermore and 
its environs to find peace, 
a true connection to nature, 

and a connection with those 
inhabitants that went there 
before me.  This undisturbed 
open space and its possible 
destruction came to mind as 
I was celebrating Thanks-
giving with the incessant 
shopping opportunities that 
invaded the actual day of 
Thanksgiving!!  I was dis-
heartened by the greedy 
turn of events that altered 
what has traditionally been 
a celebration to share with 
family and friends.  A tradi-
tion that connects us to our 
history.  Likewise, I am very 
discouraged to think that the 
history and beauty of Tesla 
Park will be disturbed and 
denuded by a well-funded 
group to add more noise, 
ugliness, and lack of respect 
for nature.  Certainly there 
MUST be other locations 
available!

 When I horseback ride 
or hike through these hills I 
am transported to a time of 
simplicity.  I am transported 
to a time when feet or horses 
were the only way to move 
around, when living off the 
land was the way one ate, 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

Campaign Funding
“Money Out, People In," a grassroots 

coalition, plans to educate the public and 
officials concerning the importance of 
removing big money influence from politics.

Goals include changing the rules with regard 
to financing, greater transparency as to who the 
funders are, and a Constitutional amendment to 
change the Supreme Court ruling that money 
is considered free speech.

The Livermore-Amador League of Women 
Voters has joined the nonpartisan coalition.

At a recent forum, hosted by the League, 
it was noted that federal and state elected 
officials spend 30 to 70 percent of their time 
raising money. One speaker quoted statistics 
showing that only .01% of the people donate 
$10,000 or more to campaigns. The same 
speaker stated that as a result Congress has 
developed a dependency on these funders for 
their seats, not the people.  

The speaker concluded that a larger number 
of funders would spread out the influence. 
The proposed US Fair Elections Act would 
allow candidates to run for office on a blend 
of small contributions from individuals and 
limited public funds.

There are websites that track political 
funding and the voting records of those 
who receive money such as MapLight, a 
non-partisan, non-profit web organization, 
which links political candidates and ballot 
measures to their funding sources. Another, 
http://votersedge.org provides information on 
finances for a candidate or issue.

Several measures are being considered 
in California that would provide greater 
transparency, including listing top funding 
sources and clear disclosure of the major 
contributors.

The "Money Out, People In" coalition is 
going about reform in the right way, working 
on making changes from the bottom up. It 
should be an effort supported by both the left 
and the right, returning the U.S. republic to 
a representative democracy with the people 
having the ultimate control.  

clude many of those with an 
interest in Tesla, Assembly-
woman Joan Buchanan and 
Senator Mark DeSaulnier.

Those opposed to off-
road recreation “have been 
making weekly, if not daily, 
visits” to the offices of these 
legislators, according to the 
Blue Ribbon Coalition.

Groups that hope to pro-
tect Tesla as well as the leg-
islators’ offices acknowledge 
meeting, but deny anything 
close to such an extreme 
frequency. For example, one 
of the leaders of Friends of 
Tesla Park, which is working 
to prevent off-road vehicle 
use there, said the group had 
met with Buchanan or her 
staff two or three times in 
two years. Buchanan’s office 
confirmed the numbers. 

At issue is the question 
of whether Tesla’s approxi-
mately 3,500 acres of state-
owned land at the eastern 
border of Alameda County 
can and should be opened 
for off-road recreation to 
supplement the roughly 
1,500 acres of existing off-
road park called Carnegie, 
operating just to the east in 
San Joaquin County. 

The state owner of both 
sites, the Off-Highway Mo-
tor Vehicle Recreation Divi-
sion of the California Parks 
Department, has issued a 
“preferred concept” docu-
ment proposing that Tesla 
be fully developed for a wide 
range of off-road vehicle 
activities, from training for 
young and beginning rid-
ers to advanced trail sites 
for the highly experienced. 
In addition, it would have 
new entrances, parking, 
classroom/meeting space, 
services areas and sites for 
camping and picnicking.

The proposal is consis-
tent with the mission of the 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division, which 

is “to acquire, develop, and 
operate state-owned vehicu-
lar recreation areas,” accord-
ing to its official literature.  

The question is whether it 
is also compliant with laws 
and regulations that protect 
the environment and histori-
cal and cultural preservation 
sites. 

Randy Caldera, Acting 
Sector Superintendent in the 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division, argued 
that it is compliant and that 
all state laws and regulations 
will be observed.

Friends of Tesla Park and 
others intent on protecting 
the land and its resources 
point to the gouged hillsides 
of Carnegie next door as 
proof that an environmen-
tally and culturally sensitive 
site like Tesla is simply un-
suitable for off-road motor 
sports. 

The preferred concept 
for Tesla’s development was 
introduced at a recent public 
meeting in Pleasanton. The 
number of attendees, 400, 
indicated the level of pas-
sion involved: That is some 
20 times more than have at-
tended comparable planning 
meetings for other off-road 
recreation sites such as Clay 
Pit near Oroville and Prairie 
City near Rancho Cordova, 
according to the Off-Road 
Highway Division.

Many of the off-road ad-
vocates believe that the land 
belongs to them since their 
taxes and fees supported 
its purchase and continue 
to help fund the operation 
of off-road parks around 
the state. Those aiming to 
protect Tesla from motor-
ized destruction deny that 
the Off-Highway Division’s 
ownership gives them the 
right to do whatever they 
want with the land.

The gap between the two 
sides is suggested by the 

provocative language on 
the Blue Ribbon Coalition’s 
website, which has the effect 
of demonizing the conserva-
tion advocates by calling 
their efforts “fraudulent” and 
a “smear campaign.”  

In response, Celeste Ga-
ramendi, one of the leaders 
of Friends of Telsa Park, 
wrote in an email that this 
kind of language “may incite 
(off-road advocates) but it 
doesn’t inform this impor-
tant public policy decision . 
. . We’re staying focused on 
the facts and the law. Both 
are on the side of preserving 
Tesla Park.”

Public comment on the 
Tesla "preferred concept" 
is being sought through 
December 13 at http://carn-
egiegeneralplan.com/. A 
final concept will be in-
corporated into an overall 
general plan, which will 
be subject to further public 
examination and environ-
mental review, according 
to documents issued by the 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division. 

TESLA
(contined from page one)

for all students grades K-12. 
Robbins noted that the goal 
is to create a more coher-
ent vision where students 
engage in investigation 
and arguments to achieve a 
deeper understanding. She 
described it as inquiry based 
learning.

It is part of a national 
effort launched by the Na-
tional Research Council 
(NRC), which believes a 
fundamental knowledge 
gap exists for students in the 
fields of science, engineer-
ing, and technology in the 
U.S. The NRC compiled a 
team of eighteen nationally 
and internationally known 
scientists, researchers, No-
bel laureates, and policy ex-
perts to create a Framework 
for K-12 Science Education. 
The writers designed the 
Framework with the inten-
tion of providing students 
with an engaging approach 
to the fields of science, en-
gineering, and technology. 

The Framework served 
as the first of two steps 
in the development of the 
NGSS. The second step of 
the process consisted of the 
Achieve, a group of gover-
nors and corporate leaders 
who came together in 1996 
to form a nonprofit educa-
tional reform organization, 
which managed the collab-
orative process to create the 
NGSS. The final version of 
the NGSS was published at 
www.nextgenscience.org in 
April 2013.

On September 4, 2013, 
the NGSS were unanimous-
ly adopted by the California 
State Board of Education 
(SBE). However, the SBE 
delayed making a decision 
on the integrated middle 
school arrangement until its 
board meeting in November. 
After collecting data from 
stakeholders throughout 
the State, the middle school 
learning progressions were 
adopted by the State Board 
of Education on November 
6, 2013. 

The NGSS uses three 
concepts in its program 
- practices, cross-cutting 
concepts, and disciplinary 
core ideas.

Practices are described 
as ways to engage students 
in scientific investigations. 
The major practices that 
scientists utilize are investi-
gation, building models, and 
creating theories, and the 
engineering practices that 
include design and building 
systems.  

Cross-cutting concepts 
identify the application of 
science concepts which 
are relevant across science 
domains, including physical 
sciences; the life sciences; 
the earth and space sciences; 
and engineering, technol-
ogy, and applications of sci-
ence. Making these concepts 
explicit for students pro-
vides them with a the ability 
to connect and interrelate 
knowledge across various 
science-related fields.

The disciplinary core fo-
cuses on preparing students 
with sufficient knowledge to 
acquire additional informa-
tion on their own throughout 
life.

The NGSS are organized 
by grade level for kindergar-
ten through fifth grade and 
by grade bands for middle 
and high schools. 

The new science stan-
dards also contain perfor-
mance expectations, which 
define what students should 
be able to do across the 
grade levels. 

Additionally, the NGSS 
containd the eight Science 
and Engineering Practices 
defined by the Framework 
as being critical to student 
success throughout K-12 
education and beyond. Rob-
bins noted that the practices 
include the following: ask-
ing questions and defining 
problems; developing and 
using models; planning and 
carrying out investigations; 
analyzing and interpreting 
data; using mathematics 
and computational thinking; 
construction explanations 
and designing solutions; 
engaging in argument from 
evidence; and obtaining, 
evaluating and communica-
tion evidence based infor-
mation. 

The next step in the 
implementation of NGSS 
throughout the state will in-
volve  State Superintendent 
of Schools Tom Torlakson 
appointing a Strategic Lead-
ership Team to develop a 
plan. The plan will include 
a timeline for implementa-
tion, adopting a science 
framework, developing as-
sessments, and outlining 

strategies for districts. Once 
the strategic plan is com-
plete, it will be presented to 
the State Board of Education 
for approval. 

Trustee Anne White com-
mented that she was pleased 
to see the sciences integrat-
ed. "Students won't focus on 
one science each year. They 
will be integrated just as bi-
ology, physics and chemistry 
are all integrated in life." 
She added that it is time for 
science to be presented more 
cohesively, just as math is. 
In universities, math is not 
divided into departments 
such as algebra, geometry 
and logic.

Kate Runyon said that 
she has heard concerns from 
members of the public that 
students will not be memo-
rizing important data, such 
as times tables. She stated, 
"They will still need to know 
the times tables in order to 
conduct their work. Memo-
rization will be part of learn-
ing forever. The emphasis 
will be on the application of 
what students have learned. 
Applying knowledge makes 
it more engaging for stu-
dents."

Board President William 
Dunlop added, "The prin-
ciple is to get kids involved. 
I think we have a very good 
head start on the program."

SCIENCE
(contined from page one)

to a for-profit consortium. 
Until that contract change, 
UC had been sole manager 
and the Laboratory’s retir-
ees received UC benefits. 
Health insurance was ne-
gotiated by the University 
based on quality and price 
of insurers' services. Now 
the retirees have to shop in 
the larger health insurance 
market without UC group 
protection.

The suit has been going 
through the court system, 
with encouragement for the 
retirees at key steps along 
the way. 

Two years ago, for exam-
ple, the California Supreme 
Court confirmed that an 
implicit contract may exist 
requiring a public agency to 
continue providing benefits 
to its retirees even when 
there is no written document 
promising the benefits. The 
existence and validity of an 
implicit contract is a key 
contention of the retirees’ 
case.

More recently, an Ap-
peals Court overruled a 
decision by Superior Court 
Judge Frank Roesch dis-
missing the retirees’ suit as 
requested by the University.

Current legal activity 
includes an effort to change 

RETIREES
(contined from page one)

the suit to class action, which 
requires court permission 
and acceptance of a new 
group of plaintiffs. The 
change was agreed to by 
more than 90 percent of 
Retirees Group members in 
a survey and approved by its 
legal defense panel. 

If accepted by the court, 
the change could put more 
pressure on the University 
because of the possibility of 
greater damages, according 
to outgoing president Requa, 
speaking last Spring.

Crowningshield, the new 
president, agrees with this 
strategy and plans to contin-
ue it. “I would hope nothing 
will change” from the course 
the Retirees Group has been 
taking, he said.

He thinks its board of 
directors has been “doing 
a great job” raising funds 
necessary to support the suit, 
helping develop strategy and 
interacting with members. 

Still, the remaining le-
gal effort is unlikely to be 
concluded anytime soon, 
according to legal observers 
familiar with the case.

The process involves ap-
proval of the change to class 
action, certification of the 
class for which a resolution 
is being sought, opportuni-

ties for UC to respond, and 
opportunities for the retirees 
to respond to the University.

If the case survives, a 
months-long period of “dis-
covery” will follow dur-
ing which retirees can seek 
documents that might help 
their case. Again, the Uni-
versity can respond and so 
can retirees.

Conclusion of the case 
before the end of 2014 
would be unusually fast, 
according to legal observers.

Still, said Crowning-
shield, “I’m very optimistic 
that we’ll win. Every time 
there has been a legal prob-
lem, we have dealt with it 
and we have won.”

 

DUBLIN
(contined from page one)

achieve the City’s goal of 
300 sign-ups, which would 
result in a maximum dona-
tion of $1,000 for Friends of 
the Dublin Library. 

Residents are also eli-
gible to receive a $25 gift 
card to local hardware stores 
through random monthly 
drawings once they sign 
up for the Home Energy 
Analyzer.

It looks like 2014 will be 
another dry year in Califor-
nia, according to the state 
Department of Water Re-
sources (DWR). 

The state agency fore-
casts rainfall for periods 
ranging from a few weeks 
to a year. The outlook for 
the current 2014 water year, 
from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30, 
looks like a repetition of 
2012 and 2013, said the 

Third Dry Year Predicted for State
DWR in a Nov. 27 news 
release.

DWR said that Klaus 
Wolter of the Cooperative 
Institute for Research in 
Environmental Sciences at 
the University of Colorado 
made several relevant pre-
dictions, based on models 
that take into account global 
influences on California 
climate.

DRW predicts that most 

of the state will have "mostly 
dry conditions," especially 
likely in southern California.

DWR said, "California’s 
annual water supply is deter-
mined by a relatively small 
number of storms – only 
two or three storms or their 
absence can shift the balance 
between a wet year and a dry 
year. On average, about half 
of California’s statewide 

(See WATER, page 6)
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Church 

Drive through 6 scenes featuring live 
animals and actors, listen to the 

Christmas story on your car radio. 
Narration available in Spanish, also 

ASL 7-8pm each night.  

www.trinitylivermore.org 

Nativity 
Come join us  7—9 pm 

   Thursday - Sunday 

                 December 12th - 15th 

557 Olivina Ave - Livermore - 925-447-1848 

23rd Annual 

Live Drive-Through 

By Carol Graham
It took Kathleen Antrim 

nearly 13 years to get over 
a teacher’s unkind remark. 

“I was so excited to take 
creative writing in high 
school,” Antrim said. “Then 
one day, in front of the 
whole class, the teacher said 
he was going to throw up on 
my paper because it was so 
bad.  At the time, I didn’t 
even question it.  I just 
thought, ‘Oh, I can’t write.’  
I didn’t get back into writ-
ing until I was almost 30. 
The good news is that I did 
some living in there, which 
is always good for writing.” 

Antrim, a Pleasanton 
resident for more than two 
decades before moving to 
San Ramon this year, is the 
author of the best-selling 
political thriller Capital 
Offense.  She is also a jour-
nalist, columnist, and co-
president of the Internation-
al Thriller Writers (ITW) 
organization - an honorary 
society of fiction and nonfic-
tion authors whose subject 
matter includes murder, 
espionage, horror, war, true 
crime, action adventure and 
the supernatural.

Antrim was one of five 
volunteer ITW authors 
who participated recently 
in Operation Thriller IV, a 
United Service Organiza-
tions (USO) tour designed 
to entertain, educate and 
inspire U.S. troops both at 
home and abroad.   

“I thought I really un-
derstood what our military 
did, but I didn’t have a clue 
until I actually went,” said 
Antrim, who first toured 
with Operation Thriller last 
year.  “The more I learn, 
the more I am astounded 
at what incredible people 
our troops are.  They’re so 
earnest, so dedicated and 
so responsible.  It’s mind-
blowing what they’re will-
ing to do to keep us safe.”

The fourth Operation 
Thriller tour took place 
from Oct. 24th through Nov. 
1st.  Along with acclaimed 
authors Heather Graham, 
Phillip Margolin, Harlan 
Coben and F. Paul Wil-
son, Antrim visited military 
bases and medical centers 
in Virginia, Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, 
and an undisclosed site 
in the Middle East. The 
authors spoke with troops 
about their projects, their 
experiences, and the craft 
of writing. 

“Not all of our troops 
want to see the Dallas Cow-
boy Cheerleaders or WWE 
(World Wrestling Entertain-
ment) Raw.  It’s wonderful 
that they visit the troops, but 
we’re a niche tour for those 
troops who like to read or 
who want to write,” said 
Antrim.  “Many soldiers 
have stories they want to 
tell.  Even if they just want 
to journal or write for their 
families, a lot of them want 
to know about the craft of 
writing. We give presenta-
tions and answer a lot of 
questions.”

Antrim has a wealth of 
experience to share.  After 
graduating with a Com-
munications degree from 
Bowling Green State Uni-
versity in Ohio, Antrim 
worked in marketing and 
sales, wrote political col-
umns for the Tri-Valley 
Herald and San Francisco 
Examiner, served as a pun-
dit and commentator on 
KSFO Talk Radio, and spent 
two years dividing her time 
between California and 
Capitol Hill while covering 
a presidential forerunner on 
the campaign trail.   

“My kids didn’t listen to 
music on the radio driving 
home from school; they 
listened to talk radio,” said 
Antrim.  “But politics is 
the same catfight, just a 
different day.  I was get-
ting cynical and realized I 
didn’t want to spend my life 
arguing.”

Antrim’s Capital Offense 
was published in 2004. The 
highly-acclaimed political 
thriller has characters and 
readers alike questioning 
whether First Lady Carolyn 
Alden Lane is plotting to 
overthrow the president.   
From high-stakes political 
maneuvering and back-
room deals to campaign 
machinations, corruption 
and cover ups, Capital Of-
fense is a riveting tale of 
American politics that pro-

vides a prescient message 
about the immense, unregu-
lated power of first ladies.

Antrim is currently work-
ing on an historical novel in-
volving the travels of Marco 
Polo.  “I love researching,” 
she said.  “I travelled by sea 
from Venice to the Middle 
East because I wanted to see 
exactly where the Mediter-
ranean changes from mud-
dy green-gray in Venice to 
bright blue in Israel.”

Such attention to detail 
elevates Antrim’s writing 

to the page-turner category.  
She believes the best writing 
is evidenced “when the craft 
doesn’t get in the way, and 
the author is not on the page. 
First and foremost for novel 
writing is being a good sto-
ryteller, when all of a sudden 
readers are at the end and 
they don’t know how they 
got there because it was so 
seamless and they were so in 
it. What’s interesting is that 
to be that way, writing has 
to be highly technical and 
flawless.”

When asked to share the 
best writing advice she’s 
gotten, Antrim replied with-
out hesitation.  “Bum glue,” 
she said.  “Just glue your 
butt to the seat and write.  
Bum glue.”

Operation Thriller is one 
of many programs offered 
by the USO, a private, non-
profit organization estab-
lished in 1941 to provide 
U.S. troops, ill and wounded 
warriors, and military fami-
lies with services, programs 
and live entertainment to lift 
their spirits. Since 2010, the 
Operation Thriller tour se-
ries has deployed 14 authors 
to seven countries including 
Kuwait, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

For the troops she vis-
ited, Antrim hopes to have 
encouraged their writing 
efforts with more sensitiv-
ity, patience and foresight 
than a particular teacher she 
herself encountered many 
years ago.  

“Our troops are willing to 
be ready to stand between us 
and evil every day. Writing 
and journaling can be so 
therapeutic and helpful,” she 
said.  “I always tell people, 
never let anyone tell you no.  
Follow your passion.  Don’t 
listen, if you really love 
something.”

To learn more, visit www.
kathleenantrim.com and 
www.uso.org.  

Writer Reaches Out to the Troops Through Operation Thriller IV

Kathleen Antrim at right and above with service 
personnel.
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dent. They have indicated 
that if more schools were 
to join, there might be a 
dilution of the importance 
of the Livermore schools, 
which founded TVLC in the 
first place.

TVLC board members 
raised that point, too, at an 
Oct. 3 board meeting. Two 
board meetings that month 
were recorded on video, and 
uploaded on YouTube by a 
parent. (The web address for 
the Oct. 3 meeting is http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v
=6EXWAzuQ8cE&feature=
youtube_gdata ).

One board member on the 
video stated, "If we go down 
the slope, how do we protect 
the investment in Livermore, 
a flagship operation.”

Another board member 
said, “If you are looking 
at the right schools, they’d 
provide some educational 
improvement back to us. 
That’s the kind of thing I’d 
hope to achieve. Protecting 
(home base) is the most im-
portant thing. I don’t want 
to affect anything we’ve 
got here.”

Batchelor told the board 
that he is aware of the con-
cerns about expansion risk. 
However, there are risks in 
doing nothing as well, he 
stated.

Smaller businesses are 
not as well-positioned as 
bigger ones to meet the 
economic challenges of re-
cessions. The same is true 
of schools when it comes to 
state funding variables, said 
Batchelor.

Furthermore, the Liver-
more schools are close to 
maximum enrollment for 
now, so the revenue stream 
from state ADA is rela-
tively static, but some costs 
will rise, including salaries. 
TVLC's employees do not 
have collective bargain-
ing options. However, like 
any business, TVLC must 
remain competitive in the 
market. 

SOME CRITICIZE
T.V.L.C. BOARD

One of the concerned 

Livermore parents told The 
Independent that she is very 
enthusiastic about the char-
ter school, which is doing a 
good job academically. “I 
do not believe in TVLC,” 
which she said is a “charter 
management organization 
with four schools, and pos-
sibly more on the horizon. 
I believe there is a distinct 
difference between the class-
room and the corporation.”

Asked about parent criti-
cism concerning the board 
and administration, Batch-
elor told The Independent, 
“The vast majority of our 
stakeholders support TVLC, 
and don’t question our deci-
sion making, and what we 
accomplished. It’s a small 
minority of our population 
that has expressed signifi-
cant concerns.”

In looking at the econom-
ics of the future, Batchelor 
said there are various op-
tions. Ideally, more charters 
coming to TVLC should be 
in the Bay Area. Legally, it’s 
possible to take on anyone 
in the state, or even other 
states. 

One incentive to go out of 
state is that other states pay 
more per pupil than Califor-
nia. Also, the political cli-
mate in California has turned 
against charter schools, said 
Batchelor. He emphasized 
that the whole discussion 
with the board concerning 
expansion is simply about 
hearing what the board has 
to say. He will raise the topic 
again from time to time. 
There is no concerted push 
to range further, he said.

Another way to gain more 
per-pupil aid is for TVLC to 
act as an advisor to a charter 
school. A fee would have to 
be negotiated for the service.

C.E.O. EXPLAINS
BOND DEBT

In their look at the TVLC 
future, some parents also 
raise questions about the 
$42 million debt facing 
the corporation. TVLC is 
scheduled to make its last 
bond payment on June 1, 
2047, at slightly more than 

$1 million. Payments are due 
every six months until then.

Parents wonder what 
happens if TVLC can’t make 
payments. Batchelor said 
that the parents have no li-
ability, and neither does the 
Livermore school district.

The bonds sold last year 
totaled $27 million. The 
state provided an additional 
$15 million from its building 
fund. The federal govern-
ment will pay the interest 
on the state bonds. TVLC 
covers the $27 million, and 
debt service.

The arrangement is simi-
lar to a homeowner dealing 
with a mortgage financier. 
With TVLC, fifteen of its 
small buildings and one 
other are the collateral for 
the bond sale. Some $10 
million or so was used to 
improve the shell of office 
buildings that TVLC bought 
from the previous owner. In 
effect, the land and improve-
ments will more than cover 
the $27 million bond sale, 
said Batchelor.

A suit related to the con-
struction sought $25,000 for 
an architect’s fee. Some par-
ents said it made them won-
der if there were a problem 
with cash flow. Batchelor 
said that on a $10 million 
contract for the work, a 
$25,000 dispute is minor. It 
has been resolved.

Some parents also won-
dered when the charter high 
school will move into its 
new quarters on Constitution 
Drive and North Canyons 
Parkway, next to the TVLC 
elementary school. The high 
school will be leasing space 
there. The most recent goal 
for the move is in April, 
but the date is not certain, 
said Batchelor. The delay 
has been caused by the new 
party that bought the build-
ing. Details of the sale have 
yet to be accomplished. The 
new owner is aware of the 
school, and there is no prob-
lem for the school, according 
to Batchelor. 

The charter school began 

about 10 years ago when 
the Livermore school dis-
trict closed two magnet 
schools, Almond Avenue 
and Arroyo Mocho. They 
were magnet schools, and 
in effect, the only ones with 
open enrollment at that time. 
Parents were upset about the 
closures, and wanted to con-
tinue to have a choice about 
an arts curriculum and open 
enrollment, said Livermore 
Assistant Superintendent 
Chris Van Schaack. The 
parents didn’t want to be told 
they had to have their kids 
in neighborhood schools, 
he said.

The Livermore district 
had objected to the char-
ter school formation, on 
grounds that it would drain 
money from programs need-
ed by the public schools.

The public schools kept 
track of those shortfalls in 
their budget, but stopped. 
“We realized that it meant 
fewer kids that we had to 
educate,” said Van Schaack.

Nevertheless, there has 
been criticism in the com-
munity that the charter 
school has “cherry picked” 
a certain level of students. 
They say that the charter 
schools lag behind the public 
schools in taking their fair 
share of minorities, notably 
Latinos, and English Lan-
guage Learners. A smaller 
share of economically chal-
lenged families are enrolled.

Statistics from this year’s 
API show the differences. 
The two charter schools 
combined showed 944 stu-
dents taking the API tests in 
spring 2013. In the Liver-
more district 9,168 students 
took the tests.

The statistical analysis 
of various subgroups test-
ed shows that the public 
schools with 29 percent 
Latino or Hispanic students, 
52 percent white, 13 percent 
English Language Learners, 
and 30 percent disadvan-
taged students. Students 
with disabilities were at15 

percent.
The charter schools totals 

were 10 percent Hispanic or 
Latino, 68 percent white, 3 
percent English Language 
Learners, 7 percent disad-
vantaged, and 8 percent with 
disabilities. 

To some extent, the part 
of the ethnic makeup that 
differs strongly from the 
public schools is the result 
of the student body that 
went over to the charter 
schools in big numbers, said 
Van Schaack. Many of the 
teachers followed them, too, 
wanting to continue what 
they were doing.

The schools now are 
filled. The only chance to 
pick up new students now 
is in kindergarten, said Van 
Schaack.

Batchelor said that TVLC 
is making efforts to reach out 
to low-income and Hispanic 
families. “We’ve gone to 
churches and those areas 
where there is Latino popu-
lation, or a Spanish-speaking 
population. There are specif-
ic areas we target,” he said.

However, the efforts may 
not pay off as directly as 
hoped. With a waiting list of 
600 students for the schools, 

TVLC uses a lottery. So only 
those Latinos or low-income 
children who are lucky will 
be attending the charter 
school.

“We can’t offer enroll-
ment preference for any type 
of subgroup. Despite our ef-
forts, there is still the lottery. 
The hope is that over time, 
we will have a larger number 
of subgroups applying,” said 
Batchelor.

The Livermore school 
district took over as the over-
sight agency for TVLC on 
July 1. Van Schaack goes to 
the TVLC board meetings, 
and meets regularly with 
the charter school adminis-
trators. He said it is a good 
relationship.

The charter high school 
will be coming up for re-
newal in 2015.

Va n  S c h a a c k  s a i d , 
"Livermore is reviewing 
the success of the students at 
the charter school, including 
groups of students who are 
traditionally underserved. 
In looking at global scores, 
sometimes the success (or 
lack) of smaller groups goes 
unnoticed. We will be look-
ing very carefully at the level 
of success of all groups."

CHARTER
(contined from page one)

precipitation occurs Decem-
ber through February, with 
three-quarters occurring 
November through March."

Averages can mask great 
variability within the wet 
season, however.  Water 
years 2012 and 2013 were 
both dry, but their precipita-
tion patterns were complete 
opposites.  Water year 2012 
began with dry conditions, 
setting a record for the latest 
closing date for the Tioga 
Pass highway due to the 
absence of significant snow 
until January.  Water year 
2013 began record wet in 
Northern California, but 
then turned record dry from 
January on.  

The DWR water year 
forecast arrives on the heels 
of its announcement that its 
contractors, including Zone 
7 Water Agency, currently 
are expected to receive only 
5 percent of their normal al-
location in 2014. However, 
the water year is only two 
months old, so that predic-
tion could change.

Commenting on the 
DWR news release, Zone 7 
general manager Jill Duerig 
said, "As always, Zone 7 
plans for the worst and hopes 
for the best.  If the predic-
tions of DWR's researchers 
prove true, such planning 
will be critical to maintain-
ing water supplies in the Tri-
Valley this coming summer."

WATER
(contined from page 4)



The Independent, DECEMBER 5, 2013 - PAGE 7

EJ CattlE & FEEd Supply
• Hay & Bagged Grain
• ELK Grove Stable Mix
• Buckaroo Leather Products

• Mallard Creek Bedding
• Hawkins Panels and Stalls

We deliver, stack & more!  (925) 960-9074
Directions: Take N. Livermore under freeway to  

Manning to Carneal Road 6 miles
Hours:  Wed - Sat 9am to 5pm, Sun 9am to 2pm, Closed Mon & Tue

Bring in ad for 10% discount. Discount good till 11/30/13.

• Professional Coaching  • Player Development  • Tournament & League Play

Contact Coach Longsdale to Pre-register for Tryouts 
(510) 909-6718 or TsoxBaseball@gmail.com

www.TsoxBaseball.com

thunder sox
                 BaSEBall   CluB

 
Spring Team Tryouts 13 & 14U
Sunday, dec. 15, 2013 • 1:30-3pm
Cal High, 9870 Broadmoor Drive, San Ramon, CA

Pictured is the West Coast Soccer U18 Kryptonite. The 
team competed in the prestigious Surf College Cup.  

The Catholic Community of Pleasanton (CCOP) 5th 
grade boys team won the MVP Elite Turkey Shootout 
Tournament in Walnut Creek over Thanksgiving 
Weekend.  The team won 3 games on the way to 
capturing the championship, including a thriller over 
St. Joan of Arc in the championship game.  Pictured 
are (bottom, from left) Coach Dominic Miranda, Raghav 
Thondikulam, Adelric Low, Dominic Miranda, Michael 
Chheng, Coach Rodger Kobayashi; (top) Keshav Patel, 
Matthew Reeves, Ryan Kobayashi, Miles Magann, Nick 
High, and Tanner McMillan.

Pictured are West Coast Olympic Gymnastics Academy 
compulsory gymnasts who competed at the 2013 
NorCal South Level 3 State Championships.The SMSC (St. Michael/St. Charles) 4th grade girls  CYO 

"Basketball Bombers" were the consolation champions 
at last weekend's MVP Turkeyshoot tournament 
in Walnut Creek. The team went 2-1, with the only 
loss coming in an overtime battle with a strong 5th 
grade team from St.Perpetua. Members of the team 
are pictured (front row) Jayden Thomas, Karleigh 
Geissbuhler, Olivia Hardesty, and Georgia Pournaras; 
(back row) Coach Tom Fletcher, Kendal Lemmons, 
Bella Finch, Madison Braswell, Sonia Fletcher & Coach 
Celeste Pournaras. Not pictured: Jordan Knight and 
Natalie Urban. 

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer made 

a big impression at the most 
prestigious Soccer College 
Showcase in the country, The 
Surf College Cup. The U18 
West Coast Kryptonite are 
Norcal’s 2013 State Champions 
and only State Champions are 
automatically accepted into the 
Surf event. 

The tournament is designed 
to attract the best of the best 
players and teams to showcase 
to over 400 college coaches in 
attendance. Kryptonite departed 
last Thursday to San Diego to 
test their medal against the best 
of the best at the Surf College 
Cup and competition began on 
Friday morning at the Del Mar 
Polo fields in Del Mar CA. 

West Coast would face off 
against the home team Surf 
Academy.  West Coast took care 
of the ever important first game 
with a 3-1 result. The second 
game of the tournament would 
be a fantastic experience as the 
FUTECA CAMP ELITE from 
Guatemala traveled to the US 
to showcase their top team. 
West Coast would dominate the 
Guatemalan side and get win 
# two with a 2-0 result. Going 
into the third and final bracket of 
play, Kryptonite  needed only a 
tie or win to advance as the top 
seed in the bracket. West Coast 
played to a 0-0 tie against Black 
Diamond SC from Utah. 

In an important contest, 
it was West Coast Soccer vs. 
Pleasanton Rage ECNL to 
determine who would move 
onto the final of the most pres-
tigious College Showcase in 
the country. It was a game to 
remember as both teams put 
everything they had into the 
game ending 0-0 in regulation. 
Neither team would budge in 
the 20 extra minutes of overtime 
and the deadlock would have 
to be settled by shots from the 
mark. West Coast dominated the 
Penalty kicks, GK Haley Crook 
stopped the Rage shooters cold 
in their tracks and West Coast 
only needed 3 shots to seal their 
place in the final. 

“Our coach gave us the 
shooting line up and some 
advice, we were super orga-
nized and calm and got the job 
done” said team captain Mireya 
Magana who hit home the game 
winning goal. 

West Coast would have to 
turn around and recover fast as 
they would have to play their 5th 
game of the weekend with only 
2 hours rest. Kryptonite played a 
solid game against Pac NW from 
Washington in the final but lost 
on a pk call 0-1. After the game 
multiple college coaches rushed 
the Kryptonite players to make 
offers. “I am so proud of these 
young ladies, this team has been 
completely revamped following 
their National Championship 
in July where 11 players were 
offered college scholarships 
(more than any other club in the 
district) We had only 3 returning 
players from the 3 time state cup 
championship team. Making it 
to the final of the biggest col-
lege showcase in America with 
15 new players that just started 
training together 4 months ago 
in nothing short of amazing.” 

West Coast was founded by 
Troy Dayak in 2011, he coaches 
the Kryptonite and the U15-18 
WCS Showcase teams. 

WCOGA Gymnastics 
West Coast Olympic Gym-

nastics Academy compulsory 
gymnasts competed at the 2013 
NorCal South Level 3 State 

Championships  November 
23rd-24th, in Lemoore, Cali-
fornia.

Level 3 individual results:  
Child E: Anne Sophie Laliberte 
placed 5th on Floor.  Child B: 
Ainsley Wade tied for 6th on 
Vault, placed 4th Floor and  
6th  in All Around. Child G: 
Keira Howard placed 7th on 
Vault, 3rd on Balance Beam, 
4th on Uneven Bars and 7th All 
Around.  Child H: Nitika Chand  
6th on  Vault and 5th on Bars.  

Junior H: Isabel McGaughy 
placed 4th on Vault, 5th on  
Uneven Bars, 6th on Floor, 6th  
in All Around. 

Senior A: Aria Spaulding 
placed 5th on Uneven Bars,  4th 
on  Floor,  6th on Balance Beam, 
and 6th in All Around.  Senior F: 
Zoe White placed 7th on bars.

Don Wrestling
The Don Wrestling Duals 

were held at Amador Valley 
High School on Nov. 30.  

The team from Armijo fin-
ished 1st, Amador Valley 2nd, 
Dublin 3rd, Dougherty Valley 
4th, and Athenian 5th. 

The championship round 5 
came down to the last match 
with a major decision needed. 
Armijo pulling out a 36 to 35 win 
over Amador. In the consolation 
match, Dublin defeated Dough-
erty Valley 43 to 24. 

Round 1 results: Dublin 
18, Armijo 45; Athenian 14, 
Doughery Valley 14. Round 2: 
Amador 46, Dublin 33; Armijo 
61, Athenian 6; Round 3: Ama-
dor 51, Athenian 26; Doughery 
Valley 18, Armijo 58. Round 4: 
Dublin 42, Athenian 35; Amador 
63, Dougherty Valley 15.

Wrestlers who were unde-
feated with 4 wins were the 
following from Amador Valley 
Tyler Biasatti (4 pins), Tommy 
Yozzo (3 pins), Brett Lewis (4 
pins), Connor Veit (2 pins); 
teammates turning in solid 
efforts were Tyler Klein 3-1, 
James O’Brien 3-1, Ildar Sabi-
rov 3-1, Drew Ines 3-1, Matt 
Wescott 2-2, Robert Boxberger 
2-2,  andBrandon Lydickson 1-1.

Track and Field
Athenian Athletics Track 

Club invites athletes ages 7-18 
to participate in  fall and winter 
practice sessions to prepare for 
the 2013-2014 Track and Field 
season as well as training for the 
upcoming Winter season series 
of competitions at Cal Berkley 
and Los Gatos High School. 

Practices will be held on a 
voluntary/drop-in basis Mon-
day through Friday. Club par-
ticipants will have the option 
of competing for either (or 
both) AAU and USATF Track 
and Field events. For practice 
time and location, please visit  
facebook page, and group un-
der Athenian Athletics.Any 
questions please feel free to 
contact Coach Rik Richardson 
at 925-518-9356 or e-mail athe-
niantrack@hotmail.com. 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little 

League will have a final walk in 
registration on December 11th 
at Mt. Mikes Pizza 1304 First 
St., Livermore, from 6:30pm-
8:30pm. Registration is open to 
players ages 4-18. Please bring 
a copy of birth certificate and 
proof of residency at the time 
you register. LNLL boundary 
is Portola, N. Livermore Ave, 
Springtown and Altamont Creek 
area. Visit our website more 
further details. www.eteamz.
com/LNLL

Bocce Kits for Rent
The Livermore Area Recre-

ation and Park District is making 
bocce ball kits available for rent 
to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be 
checked out for a week at a 
time from the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The kits are 
available at the front counter 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, 
plus a $40 refundable deposit 
by credit card or cash – a to-
tal of $60. The $40 deposit 
is refundable if equipment is 
returned in good condition. 
Kits are rented on a first-come, 
first-served basis; reservations 
are not available in advance. 
Rental of a bocce ball kit does 
not guarantee a bocce ball court 
will be available.

The Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center is located at 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Bothwell 
Park is located at 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. For more in-
formation, call 925-373-5700.

Play Lacrosse in 
Livermore

Learn to play the fastest 
game on two feet. Registration 
for the Livermore Phantom 
Lacrosse Spring 2014 season is 
still open but spots on teams are 
filling fast.  Boy’s rules teams 
are forming for players born 
between September 1, 1998 
and August 31, 2006.  Boy’s 
rules team are open to both 
boys and girls.  The season runs 
early-January through May.  For 
more information and to register 
on-line go to www.phantomla-
crosse.org.

Fastpitch Tryouts
The Mavericks’ Fastpitch 

12U team will be holding tryouts 
December 8, 2013 from 10 to 
noon.  Please arrive 15 minutes 
early to fill out paperwork. The 
league is looking for players 
born in 2001 or 2002.  Please 
check the website at www.

mavericksfastpitch.com for 
more information about the 
Mavericks and send an e-mail 
to mavericksfastpitch@hot-
mail.com for more information 
regarding the tryout.   

Girls Softball
LGSA Registration: Liver-

more Girls Softball Association 
welcomes all Livermore girls 
aged 5-18, no experience neces-
sary. Online registration is open 
now at LivermoreGirlsSoftball.
org, or register in person on 
December 17 from 6-9pm at 
Joe Michell School. Visit the 
website or email registration@
LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org for 
more information.

Thunder Sox Tryouts
Thunder Sox Baseball Club 

is holding spring team tryouts 
for 13 and 14U on Sunday Dec. 
15th from 1:30pm to 3:00pm 
at Cal High, 9870 Broadmoor 
Drive, San Ramon. Contact 
Coach Longsdale to pre-register 
for tryouts  (510) 909-6718 or 
email TsoxBaseball@gmail.
com. For information, go to 
www.TsoxBaseball.com

Bah Humbug Run
The San Ramon Parks & 

Community Services calls for 
everyone to come out and start 
the Holiday Season with a 
healthy fun run or walk with its 
annual San Ramon Bah Humbug 
5K Run & Walk, on Saturday, 
December 7.  This very flat and 
fast 5K (3.1 miles) certified 
course will follow through the 
weekend-quiet and monitored 
streets of Bishop Ranch Busi-
ness Park.

Bah Humbug proceeds will 
go directly back into the San 
Ramon Parks & Community 
Services programs.

Trophies will go to the top 
male and female finishers, and 
medals will be awarded three 
deep in designated age groups 
for both male and female partici-
pants (check application or Web 

site for age-groups).  Costume 
awards will go be given for the 
“Most Grinch-Like,”  “Holiday 
Spirit,” and “Group Theme.”

5K Entry fees: Single: 
$40.00. Participants will re-
ceive the famous Bah Humbug 
long-sleeved T-shirt, and plenty 
of before and after-race goodies 
and beverages.

Check-in and race day reg-
istration opens at 7:30 a.m., at 
Bishop Ranch II, 2694 Bishop 
Drive (corner of Camino Ramon 
& Bollinger Canyon Rd.), in San 
Ramon (East side of freeway 
680).  Both, the run and walk 
will begin at 9:00 a.m.

For more Bah Humbug 
5K Run & Walk information, 
contact the San Ramon Parks 
& Community Services at 925-
973-3200. On Your Mark Events 
will provide Timing and results 
of this event. To pre-register for 
this event, entrants can either 
download this application and 
send in with money or online, 
at Active.com

Livermore Half 
Marathon

The new Livermore Half 
Marathon will run on March 
29, 2014, according to event 
producer Project Sport.

Livermore boasts Califor-
nia’s oldest wine region, which 
will host most of the race’s miles. 
“Runners will pass through our 
downtown, into our breathtak-
ing vineyards and past a world 
class golf course,” according to 

Rachael Snedecor, executive di-
rector of Livermore Downtown. 
“Then they’ll experience some 
amazing trails before return-
ing to downtown for an epic 
afterparty”

Project Sport president Ryan 
Dawkins added, “As our flag-
ship US Half Marathon run has 
grown in San Francisco, we’ve 
sought other dynamic cities 
to recreate that blueprin. We 
wanted a location that could of-
fer a gorgeous course, but also a 
vibrant post-race experience and 
a built-in community of active 
and spirited runners. Livermore 
exemplifies that perfectly.”

The course will finish on 
First Street.

“Of all the events and activi-
ties we put on year-round, I’m 
excited about what is in store 
for us with the Livermore Half 
Marathon!” said Ivy Faught, 
president of the Livermore 
Downtown Board of Directors.

Local leaders have been 
working with Project Sport 
to conceptualize a springtime 
event mixing fitness with en-
tertainment. The result will be 
the 13.1 mile run followed by a 
downtown festival of local win-
eries, craft beer, artisan chefs, 
specialty boutique shopping and 
live music. 

Registration for the Liver-
more Half Marathon is un-
derway.  Pre-registration will 
continue at $69 through January 
3. Entry will approach its full 
price of $89 as race day nears.  
Register at runlivermore.com.

The California Cattle-
men’s Association  an-
nounced the hiring of Malo-
rie Bankhead as the associ-
ate director of communica-
tions. As the newest member 
of the California Cattle-
men’s Association (CCA) 
staff, Bankhead’s role will 
vary between assisting the 
director of communica-
tions, providing producer 
education support through 
the Beef Quality Assurance 
Program and advising the 
California Young Cattle-
men’s Committee (YCC).

CCA Executive Vice 
President Billy Gatlin said, 
“I am excited that Malorie 
has joined our team. As a 
strong advocate for the beef 
industry, she will serve the 
members of the California 
Cattlemen’s Association and 
the California beef indus-
try well. Coupled with an 
inborn passion for the beef 
community, her extensive 
“Learn by Doing” back-
ground in communication 
from Cal Poly and active 
participation in the beef 

California Cattlemen’s Association Welcomes Livermore 
Native as New Associate Director of Communications

industry makes her a great 
fit within our organization.”

Raised on her family’s 
cow-calf ranch in Liver-
more, in Alameda County, 
Bankhead graduated from 
California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo, 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Communica-
tion with an emphasis in 
Animal Science. Prior to 
graduating from Cal Poly, 
Bankhead served as an in-
tern at the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture in Washing-
ton, D.C.; Certified Angus 
Beef, LLC in Wooster, Ohio; 
and twice for the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion at the Annual Cattle 
Industry Convention and 
NCBA Tradeshow. Bank-
head is an enthusiastic and 
optimistic individual who 
served as the 2009 Califor-
nia Beef Ambassador and 
as a member of the 2010 
National Beef Ambassador 
Team, as well.

Just before joining CCA, 
Bankhead traveled the East 
Coast this fall visiting 20 

universities with HungerU, 
an initiative of the Farm 
Journal Foundation, a pro-
gram that brings hunger 
awareness to college stu-
dents on campus and dis-
cusses ways to improve 
the crisis using advanced 
agriculture through an inter-
active educational exhibit.

Bankhead has a long 
standing history with CCA 
as a recipient of several 
academic scholarships, and 
she served as a CCA conven-
tion intern for three years. 
Bankhead was also named 
the 2012 YCC Member of 
the Year for her dedication 
and commitment to the beef 
cattle industry as the YCC 
Publicity Chair.

“I am honored and ex-
cited to join the CCA team,” 
said Bankhead. “The asso-
ciation has given so much to 
me as a young professional 
in the beef industry, that as 
an advocate for American 
agriculture, I am thrilled to 
be able to give back to the 
beef community after all it 
has done for me.”

As associate director of 
communications, Bankhead 
will fill a brand new com-
munication position which 
resulted from bringing the 
California Cattleman Maga-
zine in-house. Bankhead, 
who will also be working 
with outside media to con-
tinue to share the legacy that 
California cattle producers 
create and maintain every 
day, will work full time in 
the CCA office where she 
will be readily accessible 
to the members of the as-
sociation.
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Holiday in the Vineyards
December 7th & 8th

12 noon to 5 p.m.
Arts, Crafts and Specialty Food Vendors

Complimentary Hot Chocolate & Cookies

Port Special! 3 bottles for the price of 2!

Cantabella Children’s Choir
Join in the caroling!

Saturday, December 7th

 
1356 S. Livermore Avenue

Hours: Tue-Fri 12-2pm, Sat-Sun 12-4:30pm, Mon-Closed

(925) 447-8941

Livermore Cinemas
out of the furnace (r) DLP      1:05 4:05 7:10 10:00
frozen (Pg) DLP       11:40 1:00 2:10 3:45 
        4:45 6:45 7:20 9:25 9:45
frozen (Pg) DLP-3d       12:00 2:40 5:20 8:00
hunger games: catching fire (Pg13) DLP-cc   11:45 12:45 3:00 
         4:00 6:15 7:15 9:30
hunger games: catching fire (Pg13) DLP-dbox   1:45 5:00 8:15 
hunger games: catching fire (Pg13) DLP    2:15 5:30 8:45
thor: the dark world (Pg13) DLP    1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50
homefront (r) DLP       1:30 4:25 7:05 9:45 
captain phillips (Pg13) DLP      12:35 3:40 6:45 9:40
delivery man (Pg13) DLP      1:10 4:05 6:50 9:35
las vegas (Pg13) DLP       1:20 4:10 7:15 9:55
thurs, december 12:    the hobbit double feature   8:45PM
the hobbit: the desolation of smaug (Pg13) DLP-cc  12:01 MiDnight
the hobbit: the desolation of smaug (Pg13) DLP-3d-dbox 12:01 MiDnight
the hobbit: the desolation of smaug (Pg13) DLP-3d-cc  12:01 MiDnight

 

For the 31st year, the yard at Deacon Dave Rezendes’ home at 352 Hillcrest Ave in Livermore, Casa del Pomba, 
was filled with holiday lights . Opening night ceremonies were held Nov. 30. A  candlelight procession made 
its way down the blocked off street. The  St. Michael’s choir led Deacon Dave and Santa and Mrs. Claus to the 
home. There was a blessing of the lights and the lights are turned on.  More and more LED lights are added each 
year. This year, each light is not only a prayer for peace, but for those suffering from illness, especially cancer.  
Deacon Dave opens his yard through January 1st 6 pm to 9:00 pm Sunday through Thursday, and from 6 pm 
until 10:00 pm Friday and Saturday.  There is no admission charge.  Visit www.casadelpomba.com for more 
information on the display, Santa’s Secret Service, and Deacon Dave’s family history. 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Axis Community Health 
will give a presentation of 
Covered California, the new 
online “marketplace” that 
makes it simple and afford-
able to purchase quality 
health insurance. The pro-
gram will be held on Satur-
day, December 14, 2013 at 
2pm at the Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center, 1188 S 
Livermore Avenue.  There is 
no charge for this event.  

Attendees will learn how 
they may be eligible to re-
ceive financial assistance 
to pay for health insurance 
plans, or for free coverage 
through Medi-Cal.

Axis Community Health 
provides quality, affordable 
medical, mental health and 
substance abuse services that 
promote the well-being of 
all members of the commu-

Learn about Covered California at the Library
nity.  A non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 1972, Axis 
Community Health provides 
services for 14,000 local 
residents.  In the last year, 
Tri-Valley residents made 
more than 115,000 visits to 
one of their five locations. 

Axis Community Health 
is recognized by Covered 
California as a Certified En-
rollment Entity.  This orga-
nization has eight Certified 
Enrollment Counselors who 
have undergone training to 
help individuals navigate the 

new system.  
For more information 

about Axis Community 
Health, call 925-462-1755 
or visit www.axishealth.org.

  To learn more about ad-
ditional library events, visit 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

                                                   

It 's possible another 
medical building could  be 
constructed, and also a park-
ing garage to accommodate 
the additional building, said 
Mayor Tim Sbranti.

Sbranti serves as a LAF-
CO commissioner. He  re-
ported the news to council 
members at their Nov. 19 
meeting.

The land is outside the 
Eden Township Healthcare 
District, which is located 
in the area around Castro 
Valley and San Leandro. 
LAFCO is looking at the 
property in Dublin as part 
of its regular review cycle 
of special districts.

A decision is not ex-
pected from LAFCO until 
May or later. Commission-
ers face several options. 
A consultant recommends 
that LAFCO expand Eden's 
sphere of influence (SOI) to 
the entire city of Dublin. The 
rationale is that the facilities 
provide services in Dublin, 
and benefit Dublin residents.  

Other options are to dis-
solve the Eden district, or to 
keep its current boundaries. 
These are routine recom-
mendations in visiting any 
service district boundaries 
as part of a periodic review.

Sbranti said that the is-
sue is an interesting one. 
On the one hand, Dublin 
now receivess taxes from 
Eden on the property it 
owns. That would go away, 
if Eden brought Dublin into 
its sphere of influence. 

On the other hand, Eden 
is a district that can gain 
grants for medical facilities, 
said Sbranti. That would 
benefit Dublin residents. 
Further, if Dublin were in the 
Eden SOI, it might be pos-
sible that Dublin could elect 
a Dubliner to the Eden board 

to help guide policy  and 
represent Dublin's interests, 
said Sbranti.

Being in Eden's SOI 
would not cause a tax to 
be levied automatically on 
property owners, said Dev 
Mahadevan, CEO of Eden. 
The only taxing that could 
occur would be a ballot 
measure to build medical 
facilities. That would require 
a two-thirds margin of ap-
proval by voters, he said.

Sbranti mentioned that 
Eden might build medical 
offices, or even a hospital on 
the Dublin land. 

Mahadevan told The In-
dependent that Eden does 
have an entitlement to build 
a hospital or other medi-
cal facility on the Dublin 
Gateway property. The Eden 
board has not decided any-
thing. It was only one option 
cited by a consultant.

Health care has changed 
to the point where 80 percent 
of it occurs outside of hospi-
tals, said Mahadevan.  Hos-
pitals built today have many 
fewer beds than decades 
ago. Old hospitals are being 
replaced with only one-half 
the number of beds, he said.

Mahadevan also empha-
sized that Eden is not pro-
viding  any direct medical 
services itself, serving only 
as the landlord. Its status as 
a health care district helps 
it to construct health facili-
ties that it can lease out to 
interested medical groups or 
physicians, he said.

Asked what impact the 
Affordable Care Act will 
have on health care, Ma-
hadevan said, "Clearly there 
will be more facilities, and a 
shortage of physicians. That 
is predicted." If all are busy, 
there will be an issue with 
distributing healthcare.

EDEN
(contined from page one)



brother John.
She is survived by her 

daughter, Dr. Juno-Ann K. 
Clarke of Oakland, her son 
Edward Krohn (Johanna) of 
Gainesville, FLA; daugh-
ter Patricia Krohn-Pope 
of Livermore (Albert de-
ceased). She is also survived 
by four grandchildren, Grey-
son Pope, Ceres Robinson, 
Freya Duarte and Klayton 
Pope and four and a half 
great grandchildren.

In following her wishes, 
her ashes will be scattered in 
San Francisco Bay during a 
family ceremony with the 
Neptune Society.

Gary Twisselmann
 Aug. 9, 1938 – Nov. 29, 2013

Gary Herbert Twissel-
mann was born August 9, 
1938 in Atascadero, CA to 
Bugs and Elinor Twissel-
mann. He graduated from 

P a s o 
R o b l e s 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
in 1956. 
H e 
p l a y e d 
o n  t h e 
1955 All 
C . I . F 
Football 
T e a m , 
as well 

as the Shrine Football Clas-
sic in 1956. He played two 
years of football at Bakers-
field Junior College and was 
named to the Junior College 
All America Team.

Gary transferred to Cal 
Poly and received his En-
gineering Degree in 1962.   
He worked for Ford Mo-
tor Company in Southern 
California until 1980 when 
he transferred to the Ford 
assembly plant in Milpitas.  
In 1983 Ford closed, and 
he worked at NUMMI in 
Fremont until his retirement 
in 2002 as Vice President 
of Engineering, Production 
Control and Quality Control 

they re-
turned 
to De-
t r o i t 
during 
the war. 
Bertha 
worked 
a s  a 
chef for 
various 
wealthy 
f a m i -

lies, including the DeVoes 
(paint), the Vanderbilts, the 
Firestones and Maryweather 
Post (cereal) at Trumps' 
future home Mar Largo in 
Florida. During that time 
she met many famous indi-
viduals including Einstein, 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor, Yul Brynner, Peter 
Duchin, and George Plimp-
ton. Additionally, during her 
life she owned two grocery 
stores in Michigan and a 
coffee shop in Palm Beach. 
President Kennedy's secret 
service personnel frequented 
her coffee shop when Jack 
was at the Palm Beach White 
House, along with actors 
Hermione Gingold and Hans 
Conreid and others from 
the local playhouse. She 
also owned her own custom 
dressmaking shop, The Sil-
ver Thimble in Lake Worth. 
Bertha was an accomplished 
artist, working in various 
mediums such as textiles, 
oils, and ceramics. In 1931, 
she won a contest to have 
her design on that year's 
Easter Seal.

Bertha moved to Cali-
fornia in 1970 and worked 
as a diet clerk in a local 
hospital before retiring first 
to Oakland and later moving 
to Livermore. Last February, 
she celebrated her 100th 
birthday with family and 
friends and the Mayor of 
Livermore. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband Ber-
nhard, her parents Jan and 
Alieda, her sister Wilma and 

Gregory Scott
Gregory Scott, 48,  a 10 

year resident of Clifton, 
Colorado,  died suddenly 
on Nov 19. 2013 in Clifton.  

He was raised in Pleas-
anton and attended Amador 
Valley High School, gradu-

ating in 
1 9 8 3 .  
He was 
a 4 year 
m e m -
b e r 
of  the 
varsity 
b a s e -
b a l l 
t e a m . 
He also 

played football and basket-
ball. He attended Ohlone JC 
for two years.  He enjoyed 
fishing, baseball and read-
ing.  

He is survived by his 
daughter Courtney, moth-
er Diane, brothers Patrick 
(Shelbi), Jeff and nephew 
Riley.  He was preceded in 
death by his father Jack and 
Uncle Harold.

A celebration  of life will 
be held at the Centenary 
House on Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton, December 14, 
at 2:00 pm

Donations should be 
sent to St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital, www.
stjude.org

Kathern Ann Bell
Aug. 26, 1937 - Nov. 19, 2013

Kathern passed away 
peacefully at her Pleasanton 
home Nov. 19, 2013,  after a 
long battle with Parkinson. 

Kath-
ern Ar-
cher was 
born in 
D a l t o n 
Arkan-
s a s , 
g r e w 
u p  i n 
Pontiac 
M i c h i -
g a n 

where she met Jimmy Joe 
Bell. After giving birth to 
her twin daughters in July 
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1958, she left Michigan for 
the SF Bay Area, raising her 
family in Fremont. After 
the death of Jimmy in 1998,  
Kathy met and is survived 
by her loving partner Robert 
Lovell. Together they were 
active in the Oakland A’s 
Boosters, Pleasanton Senior 
Center,and  Parkinson Net-
work of Mt. Diablo. 

Kathy will be forever 
missed by her surviving 
family: sisters, Jessie Wilcox 
and Donna Taylor; children, 
Tammy Bell-Sanchez, Sandi 
Bell, Michael and Susanne 
Schaaf, Mark and Chris 
Lovell and Paul Lovell; 
grandchildren, Cylena Deak, 
Dino Moschetti Jr.and Ryan 
Rice; and great grandchil-
dren Austin Brown, London 
Deak, Mason Rice, Amanda 
and Dylan Schaaf. 

A celebration of life will 
be held at her Pleasanton 
home Dec 7, 2013 at 1:00 
p.m.  For further informa-
tion contact Robert Lovell 
at 925-461-5332. To share 
memories go to www.fre-
montchapeloftheroses@
yahoo.com. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made 
to the Parkinson Network of 
Mt. Diablo www.pnmc.net.

Bertha (Gysbertje) 
Van Schellen Krohn
Feb. 6, 1913-Nov. 8, 2013

Bertha was born in the 
town of Dieren, the provi-
dence of Gelderland, in 
The Netherlands to Jan and 
Alieda Van Schellen. She 
emigrated to the U.S. via 
Canada with her parents, 
sister and grandparents at 
the age of 6, being admitted 
to the U.S. under the "quota" 
policy. She grew up on the 
east side of Detroit, where 
her father was a brick layer 
and her mother was a domes-
tic and custom dressmaker.

After high school gradu-
ation, she married Bern-
hard Krohn (Jorgensen), an 
emigrant from Norway, and 
moved to Brooklyn, N.Y. 
and various cities along 
the East Coast. Eventually, 

Departments.
Gary  marr ied  Sal ly 

Stephan in 1958. They have 
five children: Kimberly 
Cummer (Rick), Joan Thom-
as (Chris), Kathy Brown 
(Jack), Tom Twisselmann 
(Julie) and Tim Twissel-
mann (Sue).  He has twelve 
wonderful grandchildren. 
Grandson Jacob Gary Twis-
selmann is waiting for him in 
Heaven. He is also survived 
by his younger brother Roy, 
sister-in-law Carolyn and 
two nephews.

Gary represented the best 
of what a father, husband, 
grandfather and role model 
had to offer. He was the 
essence of a good man; he 
was a kind and decent hu-
man being, unpretentious 
and humble and the world 
is a better place for know-
ing him.  He will be deeply 
missed.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family has requested dona-
tions to ValleyCare Health 
System, 5555 W. Las Posi-
tas Blvd., Pleasanton CA 
94588 or Hope Hospice, 
6377 Clark Ave., Suite 100, 
Dublin, 94568.

Services will be held at 
1 p.m. on Friday, December 
13, 2013 at St. Augustine’s 
Church, 3999 Bernal Av-
enue, Pleasanton.

June Marie Green
5-06-25-10-11-13

On October 11, 2013, 
June was called to the Gates 
of Heaven to be joined with 
her husband, Bill and son 
Robert. She was 88.

She was the proud own-

er of a small chain of gift 
stores, Glad Tidings.

In June 1946 she received 
an Honorable Discharge 
from the United States Navy 
as a Hospital Apprentice first 
class.

She enjoyed gardening 
and was especially found of 
her roses.

She is survived by 1 
brother, 3 sisters, 4 sons, 
2 daughters, 2 daughters-
in-law, 11 grandchildren, 
6 great grandchildren and 
friends.

In lieu of flowers please 
send donations to a charity 
of your choice.

A mass of Christain 
Burial will take place at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church 
in Pleasanton on December 
10 at 11 a.m. 

Arrangements by Jess C. 
Spencer Mortuary, Castro 
Valley.

ValleyCare Health Sys-
tem will participate in Oper-
ation Walk USA on Fri., Dec. 
6.  Orthopaedic surgeons Dr. 
Aaron Salaypongse and Dr. 
Robert Sproul will provide 
free hip replacements at 
ValleyCare Medical Center 
to two patients from the lo-
cal area.  

Currently in its third year, 
Operation Walk USA, an 
independent medical chari-
table organization, provides 
all aspects of knee and hip 
replacement treatment -- 
surgery, hospitalization, 
and pre-and post-operative 
care – at no cost to patients 
who may not qualify for 
government assistance, have 
insurance or afford surgery 
on their own.  

“This is the second year 
ValleyCare has participated 
in this nationwide effort 
by Operation Walk USA.” 
says Cindy Noonan, Val-
leyCare’s Chief Operating 
Officer.  “Drs. Salyapongse 
and Sproul are excellent 
surgeons. We are pleased 
to be able to help people 
in our local area get back 
on their feet and back to an 
active life,” 

While more than one mil-
lion hip and knee replace-
ments are performed in the 
U.S. each year, countless 
men and women continue 

to live with severe arthritic 
pain and immobility because 
they cannot afford joint re-
placement surgery.

Operation Walk USA is 
a volunteer effort on behalf 
of more than 120 volunteer 
orthopaedic surgeons and 70 
participating hospitals in 32 
states.  With the start of the 
holiday month, this was also 
a timely way for orthopaedic 
surgeons to give back to pa-
tients and help improve their 
quality of life and mobility. 

An estimated 120 ortho-
paedic surgeons will treat 
more than 230 patients, 
twice the number of patients 
and orthopaedic surgeons 
in Operation Walk USA in 
2011, the first year of the 
program. 

Operation Walk USA 
began in 2011 following 
the tremendous success of 
Operation Walk, an inter-
national volunteer medical 
service organization that 
provides treatment for pa-
tients with arthritis and joint 
conditions throughout the 
world. To date, more than 
6,000 patients have received 
new knees and hips through 
the International Opera-
tion Walk, and nearly 300 
patients through Operation 
Walk USA in 2011 and 2012.

Medica l  Anes thes ia 
Consultants and Dr. John 

Yee will be donating their 
time to Operation Walk 
2013. Device manufacturers 
Biomet, DePuy, Smith & 
Nephew, Stryker, Total Joint 
Orthopedics (TJO), Inc. and 
Zimmer are donating the 
hip and knee implants for 
Operation Walk 2013; Quill 
Medical, Inc., sutures; and 
Ortech Data, Inc., electronic 
medical record (EMR) man-
agement. 

Ortech will transfer Op-
eration Walk USA 2013 
Health Insurance Portabil-
ity and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) compliant data to 
the American Joint Replace-
ment Registry, a national 
center for data collection 
and research on total hip and 
knee replacements.

The Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District rec-
reation division is offering a 
variety of  programs during 
the month of December. To 
sign up for these or other 
LARPD programs, visit 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us, call 
925-373-5700 or visit the 
Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Ave.

Programs include the fol-
lowing:

Mad Science® Holiday 
Camps ages 6 to 11: Secret 
Agent Camp, ages 6 to 11, 
Campers will examine the 
science behind the spy tools 
made famous by the world’s 
greatest spies. They will 
reconstruct activities using 
scientific methods and use 
the science of cryptology to 
send and decode secret mes-

ValleyCare Surgeons 
Participating in Walk USA

sages. Kids will get a chance 
to see what can’t be seen by 
the naked eye and will fol-
low in Sherlock’s steps to 
learn what tracks can tell. 9 
a.m. to noon Dec. 30-Jan. 2 
and 3, Mon., Thurs. and Fri. 

LEGO® Engineering 
Camps, ages 7 to 12: Super 
Hero Masters Engineer-
ing, LEGO Super Heroes 
need your help to defeat the 
destructive forces of their 
evil arch-villains. Explore 
inventions such as Spider-
Man’s web shooter and the 
Bat Wing. Learn what makes 
them not only super heroes, 
but Super Hero Engineers! 
Discover how these gadgets 
work using real world con-
cepts in physics, engineering 
and architecture. Dec. 26 

and 27, Thurs. and Fri., 9 
a.m. to noon. 

The Holiday Basket-
ball Tournament is open to 
youth in third through eighth 
grades. Teams of boys or 
girls can sign up for $225 a 
team to play a three-game 
minimum, round-robin for-
mat. Third through fifth 
grades will play Dec. 20, 21 
and 23; sixth through eighth 
grades will play Dec. 27 
through 29.

For those who are 18 and 
older, join the Adult Bas-
ketball Tournament on Dec. 
14 and 15. To register for 
either tournament, contact 
Zack Silva at 925-373-5733 
or zsilva@larpd.dst.ca.us; 
$200 per team.

Tri-Valley TV is offering 
viewers an opportunity to 
win free stuff by signing up 
to be a TV30 “Lucky Fan.”  
It’s easy to do and it’s free 
too.  During the month of 
December TV30 Lucky 
Fans will have a chance to 
win a $50 gift card to Casa 
Orozco with locations in 
Dublin & Livermore, and 
a $100 gift card to the Res-
taurant at Wente Vineyards.

Also in December, the 

LARPD Taking Registration 
For December Programs

station is giving away tickets 
to upcoming productions 
at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore including:   A 
Doo Wop Holiday Celebra-
tion on Sunday, December 
8; and A WWII Christmas 
with Andrea Marcovicci on 
Tuesday, December 10.

At the Firehouse Theater 
in Pleasanton, Tri-Valley TV 
will be giving away tickets 
to:  December People Holi-

day Rock ‘N Roll Favorites 
on Friday, December 13; and 
A Cash Country Christmas 
featuring James Garner on 
Saturday, December 21.

TV30 viewers go to the 
Tri-Valley TV website at 
www.trivalleytv.org to reg-
ister to be a “Lucky Fan.”  
There is no charge and the 
information will not be 
shared. TV30 randomly 
selects a winner at various 

times from the “Lucky Fan” 
registrations.  The winner 
will be announced on the 
TCTV Facebook page and 
on TV30. A person can enter 
as many times as they want 
until they win.

For complete rules or 
to register to be a “Lucky 
Fan” go to www.trivalleytv.
org and click on the “Lucky 
Fan” icon located on that 
page. 

Win Prizes by Entering TV30 Lucky Fan Contest 
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 Call  925-243-8000                                                       

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484674
The following person(s) 
doing business as: Dan’s 
Machine Shop, 241 North  
M  Street,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Danny S. Nudelman, 5635 
Oakmont Circle, Livermore, 
CA 94551  
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/15/13.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Dan Nudelman
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 4, 
2013. Expires November 
4, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3559.  Published November 
14, 21, 28, December 5, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 484641-2

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: (1)Guar-
anteed Parent Training (2)
Misophonia Treatment In-

stitute, 5801 Arlene Way,  
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Thomas Hudson Dozier, 
II (2)Pamela Sue Dozier, 
5801 Arlene Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550  
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on (1) 11/1/2003 
(2) N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Thomas Hudson Dozier, II
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 1, 
2013. Expires November 
1, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3562.  Published November 
14, 21, 28, December 5, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484676
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Trigmark, 
7531 Rolling Hills Circle,  
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Paul Abillana Alcantra, 7531 
Rolling Hills Circle, Dublin, 
CA 94568  
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 

listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Paul A. Alcantra
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 4, 
2013. Expires November 
4, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3563.  Published November 
14, 21, 28, December 5, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484750
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Pleasanton 
Ministerial Association, 6656 
Alisal Street,  Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Faith Chapel Assembly 
of God Pleasanton, 6656 
Alisal Street, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566  
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/6/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Richard J. Rogers
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 6, 
2013. Expires November 
6, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3567.  Published November 
28, December 5, 12, 19, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484999
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Affinity for 
Beauty and Wellness Spa, 
152 South  K  Street,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Water Over Rocks LLC, 3133 
Rodeo Lane, Livermore, CA 
94550 
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/1/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Krista Bean, Owner/
Manager
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 14, 
2013. Expires November 
14, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3568.  Published November 
28, December 5, 12, 19, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 485067
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Laafort, 
11501 Dublin Blvd, #200,  
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Laarni Theresa Ricafort, 
4281 Clarinbridge Circle, 

Dublin, CA 94568  
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Laarni Theresa Ricafort
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 15, 
2013. Expires November 
15, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3569.  Published November 
28, December 5, 12, 19, 
2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484931
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Eye For 
Design, 755 Rose Ave, Apt 
#1,  Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Crystel Marie Squier, 755 
Rose Ave, Apt #1, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566  
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/24/2008.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Crystel Squier
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 14, 
2013. Expires November 
14, 2018.

The Independent Legal No. 
3570.  Published November 
28, December 5, 12, 19, 
2013.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS

1.NOTICE.  The ALAMEDA 
COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
and WATER CONSERVA-
TION DISTRICT, acting by 
and through its ZONE 7 
WATER AGENCY (“District”) 
hereby gives notice that it will 
accept Bids for construction 
of the following public work:

DISTRICT PROJECT 
NUMBER 233-14

PPWTP UF CLARIFIER 
CORROSION CONTROL 
UPGRADES PROJECT 

2.BID SUBMISSION.  District 
will receive sealed Bids no 
later than 2:00 p.m. on De-
cember 20, 2013.  District’s 
representative will call out the 
designated time in the Zone 
7 office lobby, stating that 
the period for accepting Bids 
is closed.  The Bid opening 
will be in accordance with 
procedures set forth in Docu-
ment 00200 (Instructions to 
Bidders).

3.CONTACT INFORMA-
TION.

Mailing address:
Zone 7 Water Agency
100 North Canyons Parkway 

Livermore, CA 94551

Project Engineer:  
Mona Olmsted
Telephone:  
(925) 454-5033 or 
(925) 454-5000

Fax:  (925) 454-5726

E-mail:  molmsted@zone-
7water.com

4.DESCRIPTION OF THE 
WORK.  The Work consists 
of removal and disposal of all 
existing anodes within the ex-
isting clarifier, furnishing and 
installation of a new cathodic 
protection system within the 
clarifier, and coating repair 
work on the clarifier, appurte-
nances, and drive unit.  Bid-
ding Documents contain the 
full description of the Work.  
The Engineer’s estimate for 
this Contract is in the range 
of $80,000 to $100,000.

5.CONTRACT TIME.  Work 
shall be finally completed 
before March 31, 2014.

6.REQUIRED CONTRAC-
TOR’S LICENSE(S).  The 
cathodic protection system 
work must be performed by 
a Contractor having a current 
California Class A - General 
Engineering Contractor li-
cense and the coating work 
must be performed by a Con-
tractor or Subcontractor hav-

ing a current California Class 
C-33 – Painting and Decorat-
ing Contractor license.  Joint 
ventures must secure a joint 
venture license prior to award 
of this Contract.  Removal, 
handling, and/or disposal of 
hazardous materials may 
by law require hazardous 
substance removal certifica-
tion by the Contractor’s State 
License Board.

7 .PREVAIL ING WAGE 
LAWS.  The successful Bid-
der must comply with all pre-
vailing wage laws applicable 
to the Project, and related 
requirements contained in the 
Contract Documents.

8.MANDATORY PRE-BID 
SITE VISIT.  District will 
conduct a Mandatory Pre-
Bid Site Visit at 10:30 am 
on December 6, 2013 at the 
Project Site, 8750 Patterson 
Pass Road, Livermore, CA  
94550.  Any Bidder wishing 
to investigate subsurface 
conditions at the Site must 
schedule such a visit with the 
District in accordance with 
Document 00200 (Instruc-
tions to Bidders). 

9.SUBSTITUTION OF SE-
CURITIES.  District will per-
mit successful Bidder to sub-
stitute securities for retention 
monies withheld to ensure 
performance of Contract, 
as set forth in Document 

By Carol Graham
Last year, 12,000 Tri-

Valley residents proved 
Doug Fernandez was right 
not to give up. 

For three years, Fernan-
dez had worked to recreate 
the town of Bethlehem, 
alive with merchants, 
artisans, Roman soldiers, 
shepherds, the Magi and 
the Nativity.  At one point, 
when it seemed the project 
was not getting the ac-
ceptance he’d hoped for, 
Fernandez met with a pas-
tor to admit, “I’m ready to 
throw in the towel.”

The pastor quietly 
closed the door, turned to 
look Fernandez in the eye, 
and said, “Since when has 
the business of God been 
an easy business?”

His words motivated 
Fernandez to persevere, 
much to the delight of 
the thousands of visitors 
whose holidays were richer 
because he had. 

This year, Journey to 
Living Bethlehem re-
turns for a five-night run 
December 12 - 16, from 
6 - 9 p.m.  Building on last 

Living Bethlehem Opens Its 
Doors to the Public on Dec. 12

year’s success, the produc-
tion team has incorporated 
elements to enhance this 
year’s experience. 

“The bulk of the show 
remains the same with a 
few changes for greater 
audience participation,” 
said Project Manager Gail 
O’Donnell.  “We have a 
new sound system, and 
better overall lighting 
throughout the set.  While 
some commented last year 
that they missed moments 
of the story, we now have a 
few gentle announcements 
of upcoming events that 
will be heard throughout 
the set to alert the audience 
of important scenes.”

Back by popular 
demand will be crowd-
favorite Merlin, the camel.  
“Last year, lines stretched 
for several blocks, and we 
experienced traffic jams of 
people who wanted to visit 
with Merlin.  This year, 
Doug has completely rede-
signed the front to alleviate 
this problem.  Visitors will 
enter under a tower with 
a Roman soldier shouting 
what their ‘new life’ will 

be when entering Beth-
lehem,” said O’Donnell.  
“Then, while in line, they 
will pass directly in front 
of the Hot Chocolate Booth 
where they will receive a 
free cup of cocoa to help 
keep warm while they wait.  
The line will also provide 
greater access to the Magi 
camp and shepherd’s field 
thus giving greater photo 
opportunities.”

More than 200 ac-
tors, crew members and 
volunteers from many area 
churches began working 
together months ago to 
recreate Bethlehem.   

“After the first re-
hearsal, I became friends 
with countless people of 
all ages and from all walks 
of life who share a passion 
for continuing this tradi-
tion in Livermore.  We all 
quickly learned that Doug’s 
dream was infectious!” 
said O’Donnell.  “My 
favorite part of last year’s 
experience was the friend-
ship between the men who 
portrayed our Magi.  Most 
were retired, and easy to 
direct as long as I brought 

homemade Christmas 
cookies to our rehearsals.  
One gentlemen, Ricardo, 
who shared this passion 
for the Nativity, actually 
learned to speak English 
in order to take part in the 
show.  He worked fever-
ishly every night with his 
young daughter to learn his 
lines and was fearless when 
he offered to be the king 
who would ride the camel.  
He was my shining hero.”

Five 30-minute per-
formances will take place 
each night.  Villagers 
will quietly walk around 
offering hints as though 
visitors were actually liv-
ing in Bethlehem 2,000 
years ago. People will be 
warned about the Roman 
soldiers, educated about 
envy among the towns-
people over social status, 
and shown how the women 
maintained their homes 
while the men worked.  

Admission to Journey to 
Living Bethlehem is free, 
although donations toward 
the production’s $50,000 
costs will be gratefully ac-
cepted.   The 30,000-square 

foot recreation is located at 
the corner of Church and 
3rd Streets, with parking 
available at the downtown 
parking structure on Rail-
road Avenue and at Liver-
more High School.  Warm 
clothes and comfortable 
shoes are recommended as 
the production is outdoors 
on gravelly ground.    

As visitors experience 

the magic of the Nativity, 
O’Donnell offers one last 
piece of advice.  “Watch 
for our angel at the end of 
the show.  While she won’t 
be on top of the manger 
this year, we have a special 
effect that I think will com-
plete the Nativity scene 
quite beautifully.”

For more information, 
visit Journey to Living 
Bethlehem on Facebook. 

 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Pictured are scenes from last year's Living Bethlehem.

and where imagination, and 
peaceful centeredness bring 
what is really important into 
focus.  It isn’t the telephones 
we reflexively answer, the 
planning for tomorrow we 
are always doing, the work-
load that is waiting for us 
when we re-enter our busy 
lives.  For several hours, it 
is the time I feel the most 
grateful for.  I become aware 
of my gratitude for my feet 
for walking, my horse for 
riding, for the sounds of na-
ture and not horns or cars.  I 
also became aware of the all 
that I have in my life in those 
moments.  When I hike to a 
stone painting evidencing 
an inhabitant long gone, I 

realize the continuity of time 
that is of a force greater than 
myself.  I am insignificant in 
the grand scheme of things 
but I am also a part of it.

I drive through Tesla road 
to get to the the freeway 
on the other side and I do 
it to enjoy the scenery.  It 
is a beautiful windy road 
filled with hills, blue oaks, 
wildflowers in Spring, and 
other native species.  It does 
take me a little longer to get 
to the highway but it is my 
opportunity to slow down 
and enjoy the beauty.  I 
treasure this opportunity to 
be mindful of the grandeur 
of nature, the beauty of my 
state near co-existing cit-

ies.  My revelry on the road 
stops at the section that is 
the Carnegie Park for Off 
Road Vehicle Recreation.  
The land is forever scarred, 
there is no plant life re-
maining, no beautiful green 
or golden grasses or trees 
growing.  It is an obvious 
eye-sore.  However it is out 
of the way from the more 
accessible areas of Liver-
more where tourists go out 
to enjoy scenery, quiet, and 
the meditative relaxation 
that comes with it.  I under-
stand the Off Road Vehicle 
riders deserve a place to 
enjoy their sport.  However, 
as Carnegie is a little more 
out of the way, please find 

another tract of land that is 
a little more out of the way.  
I would hate to see so-called 
progress disrespect heritage 
in the way that searching for 
the best sales has invaded 
Thanksgiving.  There are 
some things that must be 
preserved for our children, 
for the Tri-Valley, and for 
people like me that use that 
land respectfully and with 
love.  That is what the Mi-
wok and Ohlone would have 
wanted.

Please tell your state Leg-
islators, city councilmem-
bers, and the State Parks 
Department that you want 
to preserve Tesla Park and 
to find a less visible, less 

historic, tract of land for the 
Off Roaders.  Thank you.

Food Stamps
Bill Melton
Pleasanton

I read Barbara Lee’s pa-
thetic article today and just 
wanted her to know that I 
am a veteran and served my 
country in Korea,  I am a 
proud Republican and want 
her to know that we are 
not pushing anyone off the 
cliff and resent her pushing 
this worn out idea that our 
policies are doing any of the 
things that she is babbling 
about. 

We now have over 47% 

of people in the United 
States on this program and 
climbing every year. What 
we do resent is the fraud in 
the system that keeps  these 
people in the system for-
ever. When food stamps first 
started they would only be 
able to buy food with them. 
Now they can go into a store 
and buy anything they want 
for $2.00 and get cash with 
the purchase. I have seen 
this in the CVS drug stores 
so I know it happens. What 
happened to food only?

In closing she said she 
was on the dole early in her 
life and now she is still on 
the dole in Congress.

 

(continued from page 4)



The Independent, DECEMBER 5, 2013 - PAGE 11

www.GreciGroup.com

Over Three Decades of Experience!!!

GENE WILLIAMS
Mortgage Consultant, REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325 
CINDY WILLIAMS 

CRS, GRI - REALTOR®   
(925) 243-0900

www.williamsteam.net

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account 
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Sandee Utterback
(888) 823-8315

DRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

“Specializing in Livermore’s Finest Homes”

Real Estate...
A People Business

Experience, Honesty, Integrity

Steve & Lorraine 
Mattos

925.426.7978 

www.rockcliff.com
smattos@rockcliff.com

 DRE #00315981

Fracisco Realty
& Investments

Residential • Commercial • Property Mgmt

(925) 998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com Mike Fracisco

REALTOR®DRE #01378428































































MORTGAGE LOAN 
CONSULTANTS

Specializing in  
VA, CalVet, FHA and  

Conventional Home Loans
Rent vs. Buy...

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!
Barbara Duterte
DRE#00958930 / NMLS#260672

(925) 963-9572
Barbara@loansbybarbara.com

www.loansbybarbara.com

Michelle Johnston
DRE#01801753 / NMLS#261098

(925) 784-1169
MJohnston@mortgagemarket.net

www.lender4lifemichelle.com

Mortgage Market, Inc. DUBLIN, CA  DRE#0887562 / NMLS#287856

DRE#01254257

Donna Garrison
(925) 980-0273
Susan Schall
(925) 519-8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
www.FabulousProperties.net

CA LIC#’s: 01735040, 01713497

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

CA DRE#01709171

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Kathleen &  
Larry Waelde

Associate Brokers
Direct (925) 321-3169
Mobile (925) 216-5869
www.kathleenwaelde.com

Free Moving Van!

“THE BEST Realtor I have Ever Dealt With!” -K. Cahill 

“Completely Honest & Candid.” -B. Lindemann

“Exceeded all Our Expectations.” 
-Beth O’Conner 

“Top of the Line Professionalism.” 
-C. Cowgill

Gravelle Group Fine Homes & Estates

Cindy Greci
REALTOR®, GRI

(925) 784-1243
               BRE#01323804

Dominic Greci
REALTOR®, GRI
(925) 525-0864
       BRE#01707140 

Tammy Yau & Steven Wang, CPA 
Real Estate & Property 
Management Services

(925) 583-3086 / (408) 309-8920
CaGoldenProperties.com 

BRE#01260501  /  BRE#01368485

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

 sabrina.bascom@bhghome.com
DRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Livermore’s Top Producing
Real Esate Agent 2012
www.IvyLoGerfo.com

(925) 998-5312

Ivy
CalBRE#01267853

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

(925) 337-2461
pam@pamcole4homes.com
www.PamCole4Homes.com

reserved for your ad, 
call 243-8001 for 

additional information

Professionals Choice 
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading 
Real Estate Professionals & Services

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

EYE CARE

Specializing in 
complete eye care

Pleasanton
(925) 460-5000

Livermore
(925) 449-4000

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY, CALL  243-8000

HEALTH

Visit Us At
www.valleycare.com

00680 (Escrow Agreement 
for Security Deposits in Lieu 
of Retention), in accordance 
with California Public Con-
tract Code, Section 22300.  
By this reference, Document 
00680 (Escrow Agreement 
for Security Deposits in Lieu 
of Retention) is incorpo-
rated in full in this Document 
00100.

10.PROCUREMENT OF 
BIDDING DOCUMENTS.  
Bidders may examine Bid-
ding Documents at the Dis-
trict’s offices.  Bidders may 
obtain copies of Bidding 
Documents upon payment 
of a non-refundable fee of 
$25.00 per set.  Bidders may 
contact the District’s main 
phone number at (925) 454-
5000 to order Bidding Docu-
ments.  District will accept 
cash (exact amount only), 
checks, or money orders 
payable to the “Zone 7 Water 
Agency.”  Bidding Docu-
ments need not be returned 
to District.

11.BID PREPARATION 
COST.  Bidders are solely 
responsible for the cost of 
preparing their Bids.

12 .RESERVATION OF 
RIGHTS.  District specifically 
reserves the right, in its sole 
discretion, to reject any or all 
Bids, or re-bid, or to waive 
inconsequential deviations 
from Bid requirements not 
involving time, price, or qual-
ity of the Work.

The Independent 
Legal No. 3571. 
Published November 28, 
December 5, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484332
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Cookie Express, 
2483 Bess Avenue,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Annette Jo Mifsud, 2483 
Bess Avenue, Livermore, 
CA 94550 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Annette J. Mifsud
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on October 24, 
2013. Expires October 24, 
2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3572.  Published December 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 485121
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sweet Cakes 
Bake Shop, 388 Pearl Drive,  
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Katrina Agamau, 388 
Pearl Drive, Livermore, CA 
94550 (2)Archille Cuyle, 1736 
William Moss Blvd., Stockton, 
CA 95206 
This business is conducted 
by Co-partners
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Katrina Agamau, Owner
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 18, 
2013. Expires November 
18, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3573.  Published December 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 485157
The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Hole Event, 
388 Pearl Drive,  Livermore, 
CA 94550, is hereby reg-
istered by the fol lowing 
owner(s):
Katrina Agamau, 388 Pearl 
Drive, Livermore, CA 94550 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 7/22/2008.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Katrina Agamau, Owner
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 19, 
2013. Expires November 
19, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3574.  Published December 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 484964
The following person(s) doing 
business as: G. H. Bass & 
Co., 3338 Paragon Outlets 
Dr., Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
AM Retail Group, Inc, 7401 
Boone Ave. N., Brooklyn 
Park, MN 55428
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/4/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Randon Q. Roland, Sr. 
VP/CFO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 14, 
2013. Expires November 
14, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3575.  Published December 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 485424
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Cheese 
Therapy, 1880 S. Livermore 

Avenue,  Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Concannon Creek, LLC, 
1880 S. Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore, CA 94550 
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/13/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Teri Tith, Member
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 27, 
2013. Expires November 
27, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3576.  Published December 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2013.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted 

Senior Home Health Care 
Must have experience 
Senior Solutions, Inc 

(925)443-3101

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 

local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates. 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 

advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 
IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law. 

30-Year Fixed vs. 
Adjustable Mortgages

By Cher Wollard
“We should preserve access to safe and simple mortgage 

products like the 30-year fixed-rate mortgage. That's something 
families should be able to rely on when they are making the most 
important purchase of their lives.” – President Barack Obama

With Rep. Melvin Watts, D-N.C., likely to be confirmed next 
week to head the Federal Housing Finance Agency, focus has re-
turned to the future of the two government-sponsored enterprises 
that are involved in more than 60 percent of U.S. mortgages.

These entities, commonly referred to as Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac, were taken under government conservatorship in 2008, 
at the height of the credit crisis. 

Now some lawmakers would like to reduce government in-
volvement in the housing market. 

Fannie and Freddie could be diminished, dismantled or taken 
over by private investors.  Or the regulations under which they 
operate could be modified.

Why should consumers care? One big reason is the future of 
the 30-year fixed rate mortgage is tied directly to the futures of 
Fannie and Freddie.

Until the late 1920s, Americans typically purchased their 
homes with 50 percent down and five-year notes with big bal-
loon payments. At the end of the term, most refinanced into new 
short-term mortgages. 

This worked pretty well until the Great Depression, when banks 
failed and home prices plummeted. Between 1931 and 1935, more 
than a million families lost their homes.

So the federal government got into the business of providing a 
secondary market for long-term fixed-rate mortgages, establishing 
Fannie Mae in 1938 and Freddie Mac in 1970.

The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage is remarkably pro-consumer. 
It stretches repayment out over a long period of time and protects 
borrowers from rising interest rates. If rates decline, they can 
refinance.

It’s easy to understand why banks and other private lenders 
don’t want to make these loans. That’s where Fannie and Freddie 
come in, buying or guaranteeing these mortgages.  

In 1982, Congress passed the Garn–St. Germain Depository 
Institutions Act.  Among other things, the act allowed lending 
institutions to offer adjustable rate mortgages or ARMs. 

With these products, consumers are given a lower initial inter-
est rate. The interest rate then adjusts monthly, quarterly or yearly, 
according to the terms of the mortgage. 

Rates are based on an index plus a fixed percentage, called a 
margin. Indexes commonly used include Treasury Bills or the 
Cost of Funds Index or, until its recent international scandal, 
Libor (London Interbank Offered Rate). 

Many adjustable rate mortgages have caps on how much the 
interest rate can rise in any one period and over the life of the loan. 

The amount you pay each month will vary according to the ups 
and downs of the market. The total amount you pay in principle 
and interest during the life of such a loan will vary, too.

Over the past three decades, various hybrid versions have 
also emerged.

Many industry watchers believe that without Fannie and Fred-
die – or something like them – the 30-year fixed rate mortgage as 
we know it will disappear, replaced by ARMs and ARM hybrids.

Kevin Brown, incoming president of the California Association 
of Realtors, has set the preservation of Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, along with FHA, as one of his main goals.

ARMS provide less stability for families and thus for com-
munities. In fact, many believe the housing market collapse was 
caused in part by too many people getting ARMs they could not 
afford once their rates adjusted.

That being said, there is one big advantage for consumers 
willing and able to sign on to adjustable rate mortgages: They 
are cheaper. Cheaper in the short term, but also cheaper over the 
life of the loan.

If you had taken out a $400,000 ARM in January of 1983, 
you would have started with an interest rate of about 10 percent. 

At that time 30-year fixed rate mortgages were priced at 12.5 
percent, meaning monthly payments of $4,269, plus taxes and 
insurance. (This was down from a high of 17 percent --$5,700 
per month -- just a few years earlier, so 10 percent might have 
sounded pretty good!) 

With the ARM, your monthly principle and interest payments 
would have been roughly $3,500. That’s an immediate savings of 
more than $1,200 a month, $14,400 in the first year.   

And interest rates were mostly headed down, so by 1994, your 
monthly payment would have been closer to $2,000.  Good news, 
though short-lived. 

Rates took a hike over the next few years, topping 7.5 percent 
for ARMs and 9 percent for fix-rate mortgages, before sliding a 
few points. Then rates remained steady through the end of the 
century. 

By this time, the mortgage industry had become more creative, 
offering more and more options for homebuyers seeking financ-
ing. Some of those options included shorter or longer repayment 
periods. Others allowed rates to remain fixed for a time, before 
converting to a product similar to your ARM. 

Then came the economic downturn of the early 2000s, followed 
by the real estate boom, then bust and recovery. 

Interest rates on ARMs and fixed-rate mortgages initially got 
closer – 7.4 percent vs. about 8 percent – before sliding to where 
we are today (with a few ups and downs along the way).

If you had taken out such a mortgage, and not refinanced, 
you would be making your final payment this month. You would 
likely be writing that check for about $1,580 – less than half of 
your first payment.

Over the 30-year span, your median interest rates would have 
been about 7 percent. 

That’s far higher than current rates, but significantly less than 
the 8.6 percent historical average for 30-year fixed rate mortgages 
going back to 1971, when Freddie Mac first started keeping track. 
In fact, it’s the difference between $558,000 in cumulative inter-
est vs. $717,000.

Looking at average rates from 1983 to today would push that 
number even higher.

So in many cases, homeowners spend less with adjustable 
mortgages, but that benefit can be outweighed by the very real 
fear that they could at times be faced with payments far higher 
than they can manage.

In this scenario, you took out an adjustable rate mortgage 
when rates were on a downward trajectory. Had you purchased 
your home 10 years earlier, you would have started when average 
mortgage rates were under 7.5 percent, only to see them shoot 
into the high double digits within a few years

Not sure what type of home loan product is right for you? 
Ask your local Realtor to refer you to a knowledgeable mortgage 
specialist today.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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www.casbahexotic.com

sOups:
Barley Soup

Barley/Veggie Soup
Noodle and Veggie Soup

Yellow Split Soup
Lentils Soup

sTews:
Lamb Stew (bAsque sTyle)

Beef and Celery Stew
Eggplant/Chicken Stew

Pomegranate and Walnut Stew

By Carol Graham
After nearly two years 

gestation, the beautiful 
baby finally arrived. 

“We sent pictures to 
people like it was a child 
we just had,” said Ryan 
Sutherland.  “I’d ask, 
‘What do you think this is?’ 
One friend replied, ‘Please, 
please, please tell me it’s a 
Magic Alcohol Machine.’ I 
said, ‘You’re right! That’s 
exactly what it is.’” 

Sutherland Distilling 
Company, the Tri-Valley’s 
first hand-crafted spirits 
distillery, is officially open 
for tastings and ready for 
the public to meet the new 
baby - a gleaming, laby-
rinthine steel and copper 
still that postures jauntily 
within distillery’s walls at 
3189 Independence Drive, 
Livermore.  

“Tastings are by ap-
pointment only for now,” 
said Ryan, who co-owns 
the distillery with brother 
Barry Sutherland and 
friend Eric Larimer.  
“We’re happy to have peo-
ple come in and show them 
around so they can see the 
distilling process from start 
to finish, taste from the bar-
rel, look at and touch the 
grain, and taste the mash 
along with whatever we’re 
making that day - whether 
it’s rum, vodka or whisky.”

Currently, visitors can 
taste Diablo’s Shadow Sil-
ver Rum, a smooth white 
rum that reveals the talent 
of the Sutherland triumvi-
rate.  “White rums can be 
harsh, but not this one.  It 
doesn’t burn your throat.  
You feel it nice and warm 
down here,” said Ryan, 
lightly tapping his stomach. 

The sample speaks of 
good things to come.  A 
hand-crafted vodka will be 
available in January, with 
barrel-aged whisky being 
released down the line.    

Ever since the partners 
conceived the idea of 
starting a distillery while 
sipping fine whisky around 
a campfire in the Sierras, 
they’ve agreed that the 
spirits of the Sutherland 
Distilling Co. must be 
exceptional.  With a “soil 
to spirits” philosophy, 
the connoisseurs oversee 
every element that goes 
into making and presenting 
outstanding spirits.

“We don’t want to just 
have a distillery, we want 
to make something  awe-
some - something we stay 
true to,” said Barry.  “We 
want people to have the 
full experience of know-
ing where our spirits came 
from, to be a part of the 
process, and to know that 
when they buy it, they’re 
not just buying liquor, 
they’re getting something 
from Sutherland Distilling.  
They know it’s going to be 
great.”

The process of opening 
a distillery has proved both 
challenging and rewarding 
for the partners, who  chose 
Livermore largely because, 
they all agree, Livermore 
welcomed them.  With the 
town’s growing reputation 
as a destination wine-tast-
ing region, craft brewing 
locale, and entertainment 
and epicurean center, the 
complementary addition of 
a craft distillery fits right 
in. 

Yet regulations remain 
tougher for distilleries than 

for wineries and brewer-
ies.  “Distilleries require a 
three-tier system: manu-
facturers can only sell to 
distributors, distributors 
can only sell to retailers, 
and retailers can sell to 
the public.  If someone 
comes in and wants to buy 
a bottle, I have to tell them 
where to go buy it because 
it’s illegal for me to sell 
it to them,” said Larimer.  
“That’s one of the reasons 
you don’t see a lot of 
distilleries popping up all 
over the place.  You have to 
jump through a lot of state 
and federal hoops.”

New legislation may 
soon make things easier.  
Distillery laws that have 
been in place since Pro-

hibition ended are be-
ing revised to reflect the 
public’s growing interest in 
hand-crafted spirits. 

As their infant busi-
ness continues to grow, 
the partners envision the 
distillery’s next steps: 
expanding the area of 
operation, followed by 
expanding capacity.  
“Currently, we can make 
about 300 cases per month 
max,” said Ryan, noting 
that an additional still 
may be installed within a 
year.  “But right now, since 
our product just recently 
became available, our next 
step is to find a distribu-
tor.  If there’s a distribu-
tor interested in carrying 
Sutherland’s small-batch, 
handcrafted, artisan spirits, 
please contact us!”

In the meantime, the 
Sutherland partners are 
eager to introduce their 

spirits - and their equip-
ment - to visitors.  “Seeing 
as the stills are our Magic 

Alcohol Machines, we 
named them after magi-
cians. The small test-still 
is Houdini, and the bigger 
still is Copperfield,” said 
Larimer.  “We are really 
excited about our spirits 
and welcome everyone to 
be a part of the process, 
or to volunteer.  Having 
a bottled product, we’re 
finally at the stage where 
we can set comfortable 
timelines. Let’s unleash the 
hounds.”

For more information, 
call 925.447.0873, email 
info@sutherlanddistilling.
com, or visit Sutherland 
Distilling Company on 
Facebook.  

Sutherland Creating Hand-Crafted Spirits in Livermore

This Sunday, Dec. 8,  the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Elks 
Lodge #2117 will be hosting 
its 3rd Annual Children’s 
Holiday Party and Annual 
Hoop Shoot Contest.  Doors 
open at 1 p.m. with activities 
planned through 4 p.m.

 Santa is scheduled to 
make a stop to see all the 
good boys and girls at about 
2 p.m.

There will be arts and 
crafts and snacks for all.  A 
hoop shoot will also take 
place from 1 to 4 p.m.

There is no admission 
charge. The event is open 
to children in the Tri-Valley 
ages 1 to 12. Parents are 
requested to stay to help 
children with the arts and 
crafts.

This activity is funded by 

"Keep Calm and Merry 
On: Holidays on the Home-
front," is a new exhibit now 
open at the Dublin Heritage 
Park and Museums. 

Explore the bittersweet 
holidays during wartime 
when goods were scarce, 
but morale was high. Learn 
how the “Greatest Genera-
tion” used resourcefulness 
to celebrate Christmas on the 
Homefront. Artifacts from 
Dublin's Camp Parks, Camp 

Tri-Valley Evening Ro-
tary is collecting  new and 
gently used warm coats 
for children in need in the 
Livermore School District.

The donation of a new or 
gently used coat for children 
ages 2-16 will benefit those 
in need.

Donated coats are dis-
tributed along with Toys for 

donations from members to 
the Elks National Founda-
tion.

For any questions, please 
contact

Tammy A Sturgill – Grant 

Project Officer and reference 
Elks Holiday Party

k.sturgill@comcast.net 
or 925-437-0109.

The Elks lodge is located 
at 940 Larkspur Drive in 
Livermore.

Tots just before Christmas.
Since kids come in all 

shapes and sizes, all coat 
sizes are accepted, but tod-
dler through juniors are most 
appreciated.

Final drop off date is 
December 15. Coats can be 
left at the following loca-
tions: Club Sport Pleas-
anton,  7090 Johnson Dr., 

Pleasanton; Hairlights Sa-
lon,  4307 Valley Ave. # F, 
Pleasanton; Gene Morgan 
Insurance Agency,  2020 
Fourth St., Livermore; and 
Pacific Coast Seed,  533 
Hawthorn Pl., Livermore ot 
contact Bonnie at 443-5450 
to coordinate a drop off. 
For more information, visit 
www.trivalleyrotary.org.

Shoemaker, Fleet City, and 
Shoemaker Naval Hospital 
will be on display.

The free exhibit runs 
through January 12, 2014, 

and is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, from 1:00 
to 4:00 PM, at the Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums, 
located at 6600 Donlon Way.

Elks Invite Youth to Party and Hoop Shoot

Last year's hoop shoot contestants.

Rotary Collecting Warm Coats

New Holiday Exhibit Opens in Dublin

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Ryan Sutherland, Eric Larimer, and Barry Sutherland 
demonstrate the "magic alcohol machine."
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The young voices of the 
Tri-Valley’s award-winning 
Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus will bring “Christ-
mas anew” to their annual 
winter performance, Noel 
Nouvelet on December 
14th at Our Savior Luther-
an Ministries in Livermore. 

As a thank-you to the 
community for its warm 
support, the Chorus is 
opening up the doors  free 
to children 11 and under to 
both their performances. 
The 1:00 p.m. concert 
will feature the youthful 
Training and accomplished 
Performing choirs; the 4:00 
p.m. concert will feature 

Classic rock meets clas-
sic Christmas in a family-
friendly holiday rock 
extravaganza known as 
December People headed to 
the Firehouse Arts Center.  
Five top players from some 
of the world’s biggest bands 
come together in a totally 
original concept show, per-
forming familiar holiday 
song lyrics in styles of the 
top bands of our time, in-
cluding Santana, The Who, 
Led Zepplin, ZZ Top, U2, 
Sting, and Queen to name 
a just a few. Shows  will be 
performed on Friday and 
Saturday, December 13 and 
14, at 8:00 p.m. 

The band members come 
together to stage these 
holiday shows to benefit lo-

Cowboy Band on 
the March for 
New Uniforms

During the month of December, Livermore residents 
will notice posters showing up in downtown merchant 
windows in support of the Livermore High School Cow-
boy Marching Band’s New Uniforms Fundraiser. The 
LHS Cowboy Band’s fundraising goal is $25,000.

“Everyone I speak with is surprised to learn that the 
LHS band uniforms are 17 years old,” notes Charity 
Shehtanian, the current treasurer for the LHS Cowboy 
Band Boosters.  “These students, and future music 
students that will follow, represent our local musicians of 
the future. We are fortunate to live in a community like 
Livermore that strongly supports music and the arts.  For 
that reason, we believe our fundraising goal is attainable.  
If each Livermore resident donated just a few dollars, we 
can reach our fundraising goal of $25,000.  We believe 
our community will rally to help.   It is just a matter of 
getting the message out there.”

According to Debbie Hadsel, President of the LHS 
Cowboy Band Boosters, “The current uniforms are worn 
and the shoes are falling apart and can no longer be 
repaired.  Due to budget cuts, there is no longer district 
funding for band activities, new uniforms, new instru-
ments or instrument repair.” 

A number of Livermore businesses have joined the 
cause by hosting donation jars in their establishments to 
benefit the LHS Cowboy Band’s New Uniform Fund.    
Residents can stop by one of these merchants to donate:  
ABC Music Source, Beer Baron, Casse Croute Bakery, 
Donut Wheel, First Street Wine Company, Panama Red,  
Riata Diner and Tavern, Swirl on the Square, Tap 25 
Craft Beer, and The Winemaker’s Pour House.    P.O. 
Box and URL addresses are listed at the end of the article 
for mail or online donations.

Mr. Alberto Solorzano, Principal of Livermore High 

December People: Five Rock Stars Perform 
Classic Holiday Concert for the Whole Family

Cantabella Children's Chorus Gifts 
'Christmas Anew' to Kids in the Community

(continued on page 3)

Robert Berry of the December People
(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)
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Master Slide Guitar-
ist Roy Rogers and The 
Delta Rhythm Kings will 
be featured in a New Year's 
Eve show at the Bankhead 
Theater in downtown 
Livermore on December 
31. The festivities begin at 
8 p.m. 

The performance will be 
followed by a festive recep-
tion in the theater lobby.

Roger’s has been on the 
Billboard charts con-
sistently with each new 
CD release and has been 
featured in Rolling Stone, 
People Magazine, USA To-
day, Guitar Player, Acoustic 
Guitar, Blues Revue and 
many other media outlets 
worldwide for decades.  
He is most notably known 
for his long association 
with blues great John Lee 
Hooker and most recently 
his collaboration with the 
late Ray Manzarek (The 
Doors.)  Rogers’ continues 

The Valley Concert 
Chorale presents “Winter 
Wonderland” of music with 
carols, bells, drums and 
harp of sacred and popular 
holiday songs.  Joining the 
Chorale is the Tri-Valley’s 
own award-winning Canta-
bella Children’s Chorus, as 
well as the Asbury United 
Methodist Church Bell 
Choir which will perform 
additional holiday selec-
tions.  

Two performances are 
planned. The first will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. on Sat., 
DEc. 14 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; the sec-
ond at 3 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 
15 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 2020 Fifth Street, 

Valley Concert Chorale Presents 'Winter Wonderland'  
Cantabella Children’s Chorus, Asbury United Methodist Church Bell Choir to Perform

Livermore (at 4th and L 
streets).

The Chorale is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary.

John Emory Bush, Artis-
tic Director and Conductor 
of the Chorale, says,  “The 
Chorale’s annual holiday 
performances are guaran-
teed to fill your spirit with 
the joy of the season. As 
has been the tradition for 
VCC, the audience will 
join us in singing familiar 
holiday songs. No one will 
leave without a smile on 
their face.”  

The first half of the 
program will include 
sacred music, featuring the 
well-known and holiday 
favorite “Ceremony of Car-
ols” by Benjamin Britten, 

in honor of the composer’s 
100th birthday.  This piece 
will feature the Chorale’s 
women and the Cantabella 

Children’s Chorus, accom-
panied by harpist Daniel 
Levitan.  The second half 
will feature popular holiday 

songs such as “The Little 
Drummer Boy,” and “Carol 
of the Bells," “White 
Christmas,” and “Do 
You Hear What I Hear,” 
performed by the Asbury 
United Methodist Church 
Bell Choir.

“As a special treat, 
the Chorale will perform 
Morten Lauridsen’s “Sure 
On This Shining Night,” 
an incredibly moving and 
peaceful piece, and just one 
of the many beautiful cho-
ral works by Mr. Laurid-
sen,” adds Bush.  “In May, 
2014, the Chorale will host 
Mr. Lauridsen, who will 
lead choral workshops for 
Bay Area high school and 
college choruses, fol-
lowed by two all-Lauridsen 

concerts on May 17 and 18, 
which will feature “Sure 
On This Shining Night.”

Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance and $25 at the door.  
High school and college 
students $10 with valid 
student ID. Children are 
free.  Advance tickets may 
be ordered by visiting the 
Chorale’s website at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org, 
or by calling the Chorale’s 
information number at 
(925) 866-4003 to order 
tickets

More information about 
the Valley Concert Cho-
rale is available at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org, 
or by calling the general 
information line at (925) 
866-4003.

to tour worldwide with his 
band.  

He has garnered mul-
tiple Grammy (8) nomi-
nations for his work as a 
songwriter, as producer 
for his one-time boss John 
Lee Hooker and for friend 
Ramblin’ Jack Elliott. Rog-
ers has received numerous 
accolades for songwrit-
ing with Bonnie Raitt and 
others. His work on movie 
soundtracks and televi-
sion includes ‘One Flew 
Over The Cuckoo’s Nest’ 
and ‘The Hot Spot’. Both 
soundtracks garnered mul-
tiple awards.  Rogers has 
performed with Carlos San-
tana, Bonnie Raitt, Linda 
Ronstadt, Steve Miller, 
John Lee Hooker, Ramblin’ 
Jack Elliott, Sammy Hagar 
and many others. 

Rogers’ current proj-
ect with the late ‘Doors’ 
founder Ray Manzarek 
entitled “Twisted Tales, 

came out last summer.  He 
is currently editing an HD 
PBS special to be released 
in 2014 and a long form 
documentary film about 
creative collaborations is 
now in post production.

"Rogers turns in perfor-
mances that are searing, 
soulful and spiritual by 
turns…”   ~ The Washing-
ton Post

"Roy Rogers isn’t a 
blues purist, just a spirit 
sent here to divine the 
ancient language of the         
Mississippi Delta and 
forge a modern link to rock 
and roll.....’” - Houston 
Chronicle 

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

  

Roy Rogers

New Year's Eve Show Features Roy Rogers and The Delta Rhythm Kings

Dan Levitan
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The Celtic Christmas 
Concert and Gathering on 
Dec. 8 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center offers a musical 
treat. Performing will be 
Pog Mo Thoin, fronted by 
Irish-born Gabe Duffi n, 
including past-Tempest fi d-
dler Michael Mullen  and 
special guest Steve Kritzer, 
featuring lively jigs and 
Irish folk songs. 

Doors open for the 
Gathering at 6:00pm. The 
concert begins at 7:00pm. 
This family friendly event 
will feature live music, a 
potluck meal, cider and tea. 
Wine, beer and spirits will 
be available for purchase. 
Guests are asked to bring 
the potluck dish. Funds 

call 925.373.6800 
click w w w.bank he ad t he a t e r. c om 

come by 24 00 F i r s t  S t r e e t  /  L i v e r mor e

Beethoven & Gershwin 
Gems from the Past and Present

Livermore-Amador  
Symphony

saturday dec 7 at 8 pm

Classics of the Season  
in Unforgettable Style
A Doo Wop  

Holiday  
Celebration

sunday dec 8 at 2pm

Amador High School Concert
AVHS Wind  

Ensemble 1
monday dec 9 at 7pm

Andrea Marcovicci
Home for  

the Holidays  
A WWII ChrIstmAs

tuesday dec 10 at 7:30pm
SPonSored By Bruce and sharon Gach

Valley dance Theatre with  
Livermore-Amador Symphony

The Nutcracker
dec 14,21,22 at 2 & 7pm

15 at 2pm 20 at 7pm

Will durst Comedy Show
Big Fat Year End  

Kiss Off XXI
friday dec 27 at 8pm

new year’s eve Party!
Roy Rogers and the  

Delta Rhythm Kings
tuesday dec 31 at 8pm

Celebrate
The  

elebrateelebrateelebrateSeason

School has high praise for 
the Music Program. “The 
Livermore High School 
Music Program is a vital 
component to the develop-
ment of the whole student 
and completion of require-
ments necessary for gradu-
ation and college admis-
sion. Research proves that 
the brain of a student who 
studies music works differ-
ently than that of a non-
musician.  When you play 
an instrument, you have 
to use more of your brain, 
thus creating more op-
portunities to take on more 

tively trying to raise funds 
to meet this goal. 

Donations may also be 
mailed to the LHS Cow-
boy Band Boosters, P.O. 
Box 1171, Livermore, CA 
94551, or donate online at 
https://squareup.com/mar-
ket/livermore-high-school-
cowboy-band-boosters.    
We will be happy to send 
you a tax deductible 
receipt.

Follow our fundraising 
progress by liking us on 
Facebook at Friends of the 
Marching Bands.

challenging courses.  Many 
of our students continue to 
study music well after high 
school while others are 
much more prepared for the 
rigors of college.  Our band 
students represent the LHS 
music program at athletic 
contests, perform at local 
charities and competitions 
around the Bay Area.  We 
are extremely proud of our 
students and their dedica-
tion to making music and 
sharing it with our com-
munity.”

The LHS Cowboy Band 
Boosters is 501 (c) (3) non-

profi t organization formed 
in 1991 with the purpose of 
raising money to support 
annual band activities such 
as marching competitions, 
participation in the Holi-
day and Rodeo parades, 
and more.  Surplus funds, 
when available, are put 
into a New Uniform Fund.  
However after 17 years, 
only half the money needed 
for new uniforms has been 
set aside.  Changes in 
funding have made it more 
diffi cult to save for the new 
uniforms, so the band is ac-

Celtic Christmas Concert and 
Gathering Returns

raised benefi t the Bothwell 
Arts Center.  

Mullen is widely known 
for his frenetic, lively 
fi ddling as a member of 

the Celtic group, Tempest. 
Tempest has been in the 
forefront of the groups that 
"rebirthed" the Celtic sound 
in the last two decades and 

breathed new life into its 
popularity by emphasizing 
movement, dance, drums, 
lively electronic fi ddling 
and a healthy grounding 
in rock and roll. Mullen, 
schooled originally in clas-
sical violin and graduating 
to two decades of Irish and 
Scottish fi ddling, comes 
alive behind the fi ddle and 
the fi ddle becomes a live 
thing in his hands

Tickets are $15 at the 
door, pre-sale tickets $10 
thru ABC Music Source, 
Panama Red Coffee 
Company, members of the 
band, and through info@
bothwellartscenter.org. The 
Center is located at 2466 
8th Street, Livermore.

Tri-Valley Haven is rec-
ognized as the community’s 
domestic violence shelter, 
only rape crisis center, and 
homeless services. In addi-
tion,  Tri-Valley Haven is 
full of art. 

A exhibition at the Liver-
more Library throughout 
the month of December will 
showcase some of the work. 

The  display showcases 
beautiful, evocative works 

created by Haven clients as 
part of the Art for Healing 
program, as well as artwork 
by local teens and children 
in support of the annual 
Pace for Peace event. There 

are impactful t-shirt designs 
by clients, volunteers, staff 
and supporters as part of the 
National Clothesline Project.

The Library is located at 
1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

MARCHING BAND
(continued from front page)

Tri-Valley Haven Art Showcased at Livermore Library

Pog Mo Thoin
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Folksinger, storyteller, and autoharp virtuoso Adam 
Miller will perform well-known (and not so well-known) 
sing-along songs of the holiday season at the Livermore 
Library on Sun., Dec. 8. The performance begins at 
2 p.m. This program for the whole family features 
traditional folksongs, carols for the New Year, Hanukkah, 
Christmas, and the Winter Solstice—from pre-Christian 
Europe to the 21st Century. The library is located at 1188 
S. Livermore Avenue. For information, call 373-5500. 
There is no admission charge. Photo - Sonia Lovewell

Award-winning singer/songwriter Nancy Cassidy 
brings a lively morning of rollicking musical fun to the 
Pleasanton Public Library at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
December 11.

Growing up as a Central Valley farm girl, Nancy was 
never far from music. Her KidsSongs albums have been 
favorites for years, and her children’s concerts feature a 
mix of traditional and original folk tunes guaranteed to 
have everyone singing and laughing together. 

Intended for  children ages 2-5 years, the free program 
will be about 45 minutes and prior registration is not 
required.

For more information about this or other library chil-
dren’s events, call the Children’s Desk at (925) 931-3400 
ext. 3, or visit the library website at http://www.cityof-
pleasantonca.gov/services/library/.

The Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center and Peet’s 
Coffee and Tea sponsor Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word. The fun and eclectic literary series is pro-
duced by Livermore residents Cynthia Patton and Marilyn 
Kamelgarn. 

This month’s theme is Stories for the Holidays. Lo-
cal writers David Hardiman, Susan Mayall, and Cynthia 
Patton will share their work. They will be joined by John 
Hutchinson and Marilyn Kamelgarn, who will read Mark 
Strand, Alfred Lord Tennyson, and other literary delights. 

The event will take place on Thursday, December 12, 
2013, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Peet’s Coffee and Tea, 152 
South Livermore Ave, in downtown Livermore. 

Cynthia Patton, the event’s host, says, “Storied Nights 
showcases the best of the local literary scene, featuring 
amazing Tri-Valley talent. Come join us for an evening of 
caffeine and creativity.” 

 Storied Nights will continue on the second Thursday of 
each month and features local authors reading their work. 

For more information go to http://facebook.com/Sto-
riedNights

 

The Peddler Shoppe’s annual Holiday Boutique will be 
held  Sunday, December 8th, from 11:30am to 3:00pm in 
the Main Lobby of the Pleasanton Senior Center at 5353 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton (across from Raley’s). 

homemade and handcrafted products created by local 
area Seniors are offered for purchase. Shoppers will find 
wooden toys (no batteries required), crocheted slippers, 
creative quilts, beautiful trivets with matching towels, 
sweaters, appliquéd jackets, baby blankets and bibs, vintage 
aprons, books and much more. A special attraction this year 
will be Nana B’s Jams and Jellies. 

The senior artisans receive a large portion of the sales 
price. The Shoppe operates with volunteers so other profits 
each year are donated to Senior Support, thus keeping these 
monies in the local  Senior community. 

Livermore School of Dance presents "Steppin’ Up" 
performed by the Jazz, Tap & Hip Hop Companies.

Performances will take place at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sat., 
Jan. 4 at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore. Proceeds 
will benefit Sleep Train Foster Care children and families.

Steppin’ Up showcases of all types of dance styles. 
The performance will have a fusion of four different acts: 
Broadway Tribute, Salsa Fever, Urban Funk, and a piece 
dedicated to the children.

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore. Tickets may be purchased at the 
box office, online at www.bankheadtheater.org or by call-
ing 373-6800.

San Ramon Community Theater presents a Happy 
Holidays Musical Revue at the Front Row Theater in San 
Ramon.

Performances are Dec. 6-22. The show is directed by 
Colleen Vitalis and produced by Roger Craig. Lisa Barber 
and Terry Cunningham are the writers, costumes by Gail 
Edwards and choreography by Kai Aikawa. 

Tony and Bernadette Natale are holding the annual 
Christmas party in the their home  Listen to the music, catch 
up on some family drama and help solve a reindeer problem 
to save Christmas.   Also, stay to tell a certain visitor what 
you want for Christmas.

Tickets and information online at www.sanramoncom-
munitytheater.org. The theater is located at 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd., San Ramon; (925) 973-2787.

Nancy Cassidy

Singer/Songwriter Brings 
Her Folk Tunes to the 

Pleasanton Library

Senior Center Site for Peddler 
Shoppe's Holiday Boutique

Performance Benefits 
Foster Care Children 

Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word Set Dec. 12

Happy Holidays Musical Revue
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Kenneth Billheimer, 
Au.D.

Audiologist/Hearing Aid Specialist

Sierra Parini, Au.D.
Audiologist/Hearing Aid Specialist

Jacque Pedraza
Hearing Aid Specialist

Are You Hearing 
And Understanding 
The Sounds of Life?

HEARiNg SERviCES
Pleasanton

4460 Black Ave, #F

484-3507

Livermore 
1613 Second Street

960-0391
www.pleasantonhearingservices.com

Members of the Livermore Art Association gallery and 
invited artists and crafters are offering fine art, gifts, 
and holiday decorations for sale Dec. 6th through Dec. 
24th.  The opening celebration on Fri. and Sat., Dec 6th 
and Dec. 7th will include door prizes and refreshments.  
The gallery Boutique at the Carnegie Building, 2155 
3rd Street in Livermore will be open until 8 p.m. on Fri., 
Dec. 6th and will continue with regular hours through 
Christmas Eve.

A donation from a Pleas-
anton couple brings the 
game of chess to downtown 
Pleasanton.  

Knut and Joan Ojermark 
had noticed the chess table 
between the Museum on 
Main and Blue Agave Res-
taurant in the 600 block of 
Main Street had long sat 
vacant.  Knut Ojermark, 

who enjoys playing chess, 
wanted to make the game 
accessible to anyone who 
wanted to play.  Ojermark 
has donated two sets of 
chess pieces to Blue Agave 
and the Museum on Main 
Street.

Chess pieces can be 
picked up from the Mu-
seum on Main Street located 

at 603 Main Street Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and 
from Blue Agave located at 
625 Main Street from 11:30 
a.m. -2:00 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

A name, telephone num-
ber and some form of de-
posit is required to reserve 
the chess pieces.  Photo courtesy of Laura Olson 

the Performing choirs only. 
Artistic Director, Bee 

Chow and her staff have 
programmed a mix of 
classical, traditional and 
contemporary pieces from 
around the world. The 
chorus will be accompa-
nied by piano and chamber 
musicians. The concert 
will open with a proces-
sional to Cuncti Simus 
Concanentes followed by 
classical favorites includ-
ing Handel’s How Beauti-
ful Are the Feet, Ukranian 
Carol of the Bells, a fun 
vocal adaptation of Dance 
of the Sugar-Plum Fairy 

from The Nutcracker 
Suite, and the foot-tapping 
Hebrew celebration song 
Hava Nageela. 

The young singers 
will present renditions of 
traditional French carols 
such as Noel Nouvelet and 
Il est ne le divin enfant, 
German Christmas carols 
such as Kling, Still, Still & 
In Dulci Jubilo, and oth-
ers in Latin, Spanish and 
Basque. In keeping with 
the worldwide centennial 
celebration of Benjamin 
Britten, the choir will 
perform excerpts from A 

Ceremony of Carols and 
Missa Brevis.  Cantabella’s 
youngest choristers at the 
1:00 PM concert will sing 
Norwegian, Spanish and 
African-American folk 
tunes.

Now in its 22nd year, 
this chorus includes chil-
dren from kindergarten 
through high school. With 
Artistic Director Bee Chow 
at the helm, the staff of 
Cantabella has been teach-
ing healthy vocal produc-
tion and choral artistry to 
youth in Livermore, Pleas-
anton and Dublin. Well 

over two hundred young 
people rehearse weekly in 
three training choirs and 
three performing choirs 
that include Children’s, 
Chamber and the Honors 
Choirs. The choristers 
will perform this musical 
celebration of the season 
under the direction of Bee 
Chow, Eileen Chang, Rob 
Lappa and Velma Lee.

Purchase tickets online 
at cantabella.org/tickets 
($7-18) or at the door 
($10-20); Children 11 and 
under are free (limit 2 per 
accompanied adult).

cal food charities, and ask 
ticket holders to bring food 
donations to the concerts.  
The Firehouse shows 
will benefit Open Heart 
Kitchen.

Founder Robert Berry 
says, “These guys have 
sold millions of records 
in the other bands they 
perform with. As De-
cember People, they get 
to come together to play 
traditional holiday songs in 
Classic Rock style for the 
benefit of local food banks. 
December People’s goal 
is to put on a spectacular 
holiday show and at the 
same time give back to the 
local community.” 

Lead vocalist, bass play-
er, and DP guiding light 
Robert Berry has played in 

many major bands.  He had 
a top 10 hit with his band 
“3” with Keith Emerson 
and Carl Palmer of ELP 
fame.  Berry sang for the 
band Ambrosia, was in 
GTR with Steve Howe of 
Yes, and was bass player 
for Sammy Hagar and 
Greg Kihn to name just a 
few of his credits.

‘Boston’ guitar/vocal-
ist Gary Pihl has played 
with that iconic rock 
group since 1985.  Before 
Boston, Pihl was guitar for 
the Sammy Hagar Band 
where he played on many 
hit records with Sammy.  
Gary adds his undeniable 
rock edge to the December 
People sound.

Drummer and percus-
sionist Mike Vanderhule 

has played in professional 
bands for years, and cur-
rently plays with the hard 
rock band Y & T.  The 
band says Mike is, “solid 
as a rock . . . the backbone 
that brings these great 
(December People) songs 
alive.”

The Tubes’ keyboard-

ist Dave Medd performs 
not only on keyboards for 
December People, but also 
adds the high lead vocals.  
Medd has also toured 
with Quicksilver Messen-
ger Service and Alliance 
among many others.  Berry 
notes that Medd’s power 
and dexterity are key in the 

December People sound.
Jack Foster, on second 

guitar for December Peo-
ple, is a world-renowned 
singer/songwriter, and 
has three acclaimed solo 
albums out in Europe and 
Japan on the Musea label.  
His skills in vocal harmony 
and his technical guitar 

chops are invaluable to the 
DP mix.

Tickets at $30-$40 are 
available online at www.
firehousearts.org, by phone 
at 925-931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue in Pleasanton.  
Free parking is available. 

DECEMBER PEOPLE
(continued from front page)

CANTABELLA
(continued from front page)

Chess Comes to Downtown Pleasanton
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Shallow (pictured) and Makita were recently surrendered 

to us after their family could no longer care for them. They 

are four year old boxers who know all simple commands 

such as sit, stay, and shake. They both love to be with 

people and enjoy spending time with each other. If you are 

looking for a well-trained dog who will be your best friend, 

look no further. For more information, call  925-426-8656 

or go online to www.valleyhumane.org or www.facebook.

com/ValleyHumaneSociety to see other adoptable dogs and 

cats. Valley Humane Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street 

in Pleasanton. Photo by Melissa Bonnel

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Friends and family gathered to welcome home Marine Lance Corporal  Anthony Fernandes (AJ) of Livermore. 

He is returning from deployment in Afghanistan. AJ serves with the  HMLA-469 Helicopter Squadron, Marine Air 

Group 39, 3rd Marine Air Wing. The ceremony was hosted by the Livermore Military Families organization.  He 

was met at a downtown business, then escorted to his home.

County Fair 

Manager Will 

Lead State Fair
Rick Pickering, who 

has managed the Alameda 

County Fair in Pleasanton 

for the past 14 years, will 

have a new job on Dec. 28 

-- manager of the California 

State Fair.
Pickering said that he is 

looking forward to the chal-

lenge of helping the state 

fair, known as Cal Expo, rise 

again in attendance.

The state fair reported 

more than 1 million in at-

tendance at a peak about 10 

years ago, said Pickering. 

That number has declined 

steadily to 736,000 in 2011, 

according to Venues Today, 

a publication devoted to 

coverage of the sports and 

entertainment industry's live 

locations.
Cal Expo attendance de-

clined because of tougher 

economic times in the Sac-

ramento area.  

Pickering will replace 

Norb Bartosik, who is re-

tiring. He will face a new 

set of circumstances at Cal 

Expo. The county fair is a 

non-profit, and has paid its 

own way for many years, 

including the capital im-

provements to facilities. The 

fair is run by directors from 

throughout the county, who 

hire the general manager. 

Cal Expo is owned by 

the state, so state money is 

used, although the objective 

is for the fair to be self-sup-

porting, said Pickering. The 

governor appoints the board 

of directors.

Pickering said that his 

proudest achievements at 

the county fair have been 

"so many things we have 

done so very well to become 

the fastest growing fair in 

North America in the past 

four years."
Pickering credited his 

staff, the 26-member fair 

board, and the support he has 

received from other officials 

and the community for the 

success.
"There are more than 

3000 fairs in North America. 

We are ranked 33rd, which 

puts us in the top 1 percent," 

said Pickering.  

In addition to being a lo-

cation for the fair in summer, 

and the stabling of horses 

year-round, the fairgrounds 

in Pleasanton play host to 

community events and com-

mercial shows more than 

300 days each year.

Success is "all about the 

people that surround you. 

There is not much great-

ness without them," said 

Pickering. The fair em-

ployees 82 full-time staff 

members, and 400 part-time 

workers, such as  parking 

attendants and grounds- 

keepers.
During fair time, 1000 

volunteers are added, and 

2000 business partners. He 

is aware of the numbers, 

because "each day, they 

are looking for something 

to eat. We become a city 

overnight."
Pickering many fair man-

agement honors include the 

presidency of the Western 

Fairs Association, and up-

coming induction into its 

Hall of Fame.

Pickering is proud that 

during his tenure, the county 

fair began many green poli-

cies. The site's green waste -

- grass clippings and leaves -

- is made into ground mulch, 

(See PICKERING, page 6)

2012 was a significant 

year at Axis Community 

Health, with more people 

using services than ever be-

fore.  Axis provided 38,000 

medical visits; 7,000 mental 

health visits for children, 

adults and families; 4,800 

teen drug and alcohol visits; 

22,000 adult drug and alco-

hol visits; and 36,000 WIC 

nutrition visits. 

“Each month, 300 new 

medical patients came to 

Axis,” said Sue Compton, 

Axis CEO.  “To meet this 

need, we expanded evening 

and weekend hours.  In 

fact, the need for affordable 

primary medical care is so 

acute, particularly for low-

income and uninsured Tri-

Valley residents, that we’ve 

begun planning for an ad-

ditional clinic set to open in 

2014, which will double our 

service capacity.”  

Axis purchased a build-

ing at 5925 W. Las Positas 

Blvd. in Hacienda Business 

Park. When renovated it 

will include 28 exam rooms, 

8 mental health counseling 

rooms, a pharmacy and 

other services.  The overall 

project cost is $9 million.  

The new facility will signifi-

cantly impact healthcare in 

the Tri-Valley.  More people 

will be able to access pri-

mary and preventive care, 

resulting in better health 

outcomes.  When people 

Axis 
Growing 
to Meet 
The Need

(See AXIS, page 12)

The Dublin City Council 

approved a revised plan for 

the Moller Ranch subdivi-

sion, reducing its density, 

and giving the green light 

to two important open space 

areas.
The council voted unani-

mously for the change at its 

Dec. 18 meeting. Included 

in the vote were an altera-

tion in the East Dublin plan 

and the General Plan, and 

approval of  a supplemental 

environmental impact report 

Dublin Sees Vineyard Potential, Major 

Open Space in OK for Moller Ranch

(EIR). 
The Moller subdivision 

was approved five years 

ago. The new plan reduces 

maximum allowed density 

from a maximum of 684 to 

478 homes. 

Developer Braddock and 

Logan's plan comes in well 

below that cap, with 370 

single family homes pro-

posed for 79.6 acres, for an 

average density of 4.6 units 

per acre.
The total Moller Ranch 

parcel is 236 acres. It is com-

prised of 7.6 acres in creek-

side trail open space, 1 acre  

neighborhood park, and 136 

acres of rural residential/ag-

ricultural open space.

The 136 acres is not 

zoned for dedicated open 

space, but given the agri-

cultural zoning in hopes that 

it would attract vineyard 

operators. That would add 

to the Valley industry and 

nicely complement the ag-

ricultural historical theme of 

the whole development, said 

city officials.

POTENTIAL FOR 1650

ACRES FOR E.B.R.P.D.

The most significant open 

space connected to Moller 

Ranch is 1650 acres north 

and east of the development, 

just outside the city. 

That land is projected 

to go to East Bay Regional 

Park District (EBRPD), and 

serve as an open space buffer 

for northeast Dublin.

The land would link to 

other EBRD holdings in 

adjacent Contra Costa Coun-

ty, forming an even larger 

holding that would provide 

recreational activities for the 

Tri-Valley. 

Ayn Wieskamp, the Val-

ley's representative on the 

EBRPD board, told the In-

dependent, "We don't have 

the land yet. There has been 

a lot of discussion at the city 

council. The council wants it 

to happen. There has to be an 

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

California utilities will 

use the advanced technolo-

gies and expertise of Law-

rence Livermore National 

Laboratory to improve the 

efficiency, security and 

safety of the state’s utility 

systems under an agreement 

approved last Thursday by 

the California Public Utili-

ties Commission (CPUC). 

The agreement will provide 

up to $150 million in fund-

ing over five years. 

The CPUC approved 

funding for a five-year re-

search and development 

agreement between Pacific 

Gas and Electric Company, 

Southern California Edi-

son Company, San Diego 

Gas and Electric Company, 

and Lawrence Livermore 

(LLNL). The grant will 

provide the utilities with 

access to LLNL techno-

logical capabilities, such as 

supercomputing, and related 

domain expertise in engi-

neering and applied science. 

The collaborative project 

will tap LLNL expertise 

to develop new tools and 

techniques to address chal-

lenges California faces as it 

implements its clean energy 

policy agenda.

Called California Energy 

Systems for the 21st Century 

(CES-21), the initiative is 

expected to yield benefits 

including: creation of the 

tools needed by California 

to achieve aggressive renew-

able energy and greenhouse 

gas goals; application of the 

country’s most sophisticated 

cyber security technology 

to the state’s energy grid, 

which relies increasingly on 

digital systems; planning for 

widespread deployment of 

electric transportation; and 

helping to build a smarter 

energy system that will ac-

California Utilities Partner with Lawrence 

Livermore to Improve State’s Energy Grid

(See ENERGY GRID, page 4)

Castlewood Country Club 

will appeal a National Labor 

Relations Board (NLRB) 

ruling that declared its lock-

out of union employees to 

be illegal.
Unite Here Local 2850 

president Wei-Ling Huber 

told The Independent that 

she received a courtesy call 

from Castlewood manager 

Jerry Olson notifying her of 

the filing.
The appeal was turned in 

Dec. 21, the last day that it 

could be.
At issue in the appeal is 

whether or not the manage-

Castlewood Appeals 

Ruling on Lockout
ment lockout during contract 

negotiations in 2010 was 

legal or not. An NLRB judge 

ruled that it was illegal.  

Castlewood disputes that 

finding.
If the illegality of the 

lockout stands, Castlewood 

would have to pay the locked 

out employees the wages 

they would have earned be-

fore they came back to work 

Oct. 16, some 25 months 

after the lockout began.

Some of the 61 employ-

ees went on to other jobs 

at some point during the 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Dawn softened the colors of the hills as seen from May Nissen Road.

(See LOCKOUT, page 4)

During the first  six 

months of 2012, Pleasanton 

rezoned properties for high 

density affordable housing, 

meeting the requirements 

of a lawsuit settlement with 

Urban Habitat and the State 

Attorney General's office. 

First Half of 2012  Pleasanton Rezoned Land; Livermore Focused on Creating Jobs

Also in Pleasanton, candi-

dates began filing for vacant 

seats on the city council and 

for mayor.

Livermore continued its 

focus on developing high 

tech jobs through coop-

eration with the national 

laboratories. In answering a 

survey, residents found the 

city to be a great place to live 

and raise a family. The city 

again served as a host for the 

Amgen Tour of California 

bicycle race. 

Dublin launched a new 

event that included wine, 

food, and fun. 

JANUARY 2012

The Alameda County 

Transportation Commission 

(ACTC) held a workshop 

on December 16 to develop 

a final draft for the Trans-

portation Expenditure Plan 

(TEP), which would deter-

mine how monies collected 

through Measure B1 would 

be spent over the next 30 

(See 2012, page 3)

2012 was a significant 

year at Axis Community 

Health, with more people 

using services than ever be-

fore.  Axis provided 38,000 

medical visits; 7,000 mental 

health visits for children, 

adults and families; 4,800 

teen drug and alcohol visits; 

22,000 adult drug and alco-

hol visits; and 36,000 WIC 

“Each month, 300 new 

medical patients came to 

Axis,” said Sue Compton, 

Axis CEO.  “To meet this 

need, we expanded evening 

and weekend hours.  In 

fact, the need for affordable 

primary medical care is so 

acute, particularly for low-

income and uninsured Tri-

Valley residents, that we’ve 

begun planning for an ad-

ditional clinic set to open in 

The Need

dependent, "We don't have 

the land yet. There has been 

a lot of discussion at the city 

council. The council wants it 

to happen. There has to be an 

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

ditional clinic set to open in 

For new subscription:  

 Online:  Visit www.independentnewsfree.com

 Phone:  Call us at (925) 243-8014.

*Subscription is FREE to residents of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton & Sunol.  
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The Livermore Rotary 
Club hosts its annual Crab 
Feed on Friday, January 
31, 2014 at 6:00 PM at 
the Aahmes Shrine Event 
Center, 170 Lindbergh Av-
enue, Livermore. The event 
features a crab dinner and 
dancing to live music by the 
Gabe Duffin Band.

The Livermore Rotary 
Club is a member of Rotary 
International, an Interna-
tional Service Organization 
with 1.2 million members 

The ABC Music Children’s Choir will be providing sounds of the seasons as part of 
the “Home for the Holidays” festivities on Sat., Dec. 7 in downtown Livermore. They 
begin their caroling at 12 noon at Lizzie Fountain as it is transformed into a snowy, 
wintry wonderland. Please come and join the fun and stay to learn Livermore’s own 
Holiday Carol, “Christmastime in Livermore.”

California Theatre Com-
pany was a Arroyo Seco 
Elementary School in Liver-

The Centerpointe Church 
choir and musicians will 
present their annual Festival 
of Carols Sunday, Dec. 8 in 
the worship center.

The festival tells the story 
of Christmas through music 

A Christmas Nativity Dis-
play will be open for viewing 
at St. Elizabeth Seton Chapel 
on  Sunday, December 8th  - 
9 a.m. until 8 p.m.

St. Elizabeth is located at 

more to work with grades 
kindergarten through third 
to present the play,  "I don’t 

Want To Go To Bed."  
It involves a young girl 

who just doesn’t want to 
go to bed.  Even after her 
parents tuck her in bed, she 
tries and tries, but just can’t 
go to sleep.

After much hard work, 
she decides to call on her 
two fun friends who live 
in the big trunk in her bed-
room.  Together they play 
games and even act out The 
Billy Goats Gruff and The 
Three Little Pigs.  

Children from the audi-
ence were selected to par-
ticipate in The Three Little 
Pigs and act as the straw, 
stick, and brick houses.

The children, teachers, 
and staff had a laughing 
good time and even had 
the opportunity to ask the 
actors questions after the 
performance.  The play was  
presented by the City of 
Livermore Commission for 
the Arts. The Commission 
for the Arts will bring two 
art forms into an elementary 
school each year. 

Livermore Rotary Club Presents 
The 59th Annual Crab Feed

worldwide. Rotary Inter-
national has innumerable 
humanitarian projects across 
the entire globe.

Locally, the Livermore 
Rotary Club sponsors and 
runs the Livermore Rodeo 
Parade, awards mini-grants 
to worthwhile school and 
community programs, pro-
vides music scholarships 
to middle and high school 
students, supplies support 
to seniors and gives back to 
the Livermore community in 

countless ways.
This event will sell out. 

Tickets are priced at $45 
per person. Please call for 
special pricing for groups 
of 8 to 10 people. To order 
tickets call Debbie Peck 
(925) 447-4300.

The Livermore Rotary 
Club will use the proceeds 
from this event for Liver-
more community service 
projects,  scholarships,  
grants for schools and local 
groups and much more.

and readings. Performances 
are at 4 and 6 p.m. There is 
no admission charge.

Children are welcome 
and families are encouraged 
to attend and celebrate the 

Christmas season.
Centerpointe is located at 

3410 Cornerstone Court. For 
more information, please see 
www.centerpointechurch.
org.

4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleas-
anton.    

Nativities from around 
the world will  be on display.  
Bring the whole family,  
children are most welcome.

The display is sponsored 
by Italian Catholic Fed-
eration and CCOP (Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton) 
Diversity Committee.  There 
is no admission charge. 

 

Nativity Display at St. Elizabeth on Dec. 8

Centerpointe Presents Festival of Carols

Last year's feed attracted a large crowd.

California Theatre Company members talk to students.

Arroyo Seco Students Perform in Play
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art field, 
2155 Third St., Livermore. The gallery 
has been open since 1974 and is run 
as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For informa-
tion call 449-9927.

Remnants: Recent Works by Califor-
nia Fiber Artists. New exhibition of 
eclectic and colorful two- and three-
dimensional artwork created with a 
fusion of fiber and other materials 
using a wide variety of methods. 29 
artists and over 60 works. November 
6 through December 18 at the Har-
rington Gallery in the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton.  Regular gallery 
hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Donations 
always appreciated.

Landscapes, Peggy & Alan Frank, 
paintings and photographs, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
Nov. 13-Jan. 6.  

Holiday Boutique, hosted by Livermore 
Art Association Gallery through Dec. 
24th.  Members of the Gallery and in-
vited Artists and Crafters are offering 
fine art, gifts, and holiday decorations 
for sale.  Join the Opening Celebration 
on Fri. and Sat., Dec 6th and 7th for 
door prizes and refreshments at the 
Gallery on 2155 3rd St. Livermore. 

"Where We Live," the beauty of the 
Livermore Valley, is the theme of an 
invitational art show at Prudential 
California Realty. Artists displaying 
work are Carolyn Ramsey, Nova 
Starling, Bette Goosman and John 
West.  The show will be on display at 
the new office at 1983 Second Street 
through January 13, 2014. The public 
is invited to view the show during 
regular business hours or by appoint-
ment. For information, contact Cher 
Wollard at 784-4679 or cherw@
cherw.com.

Pleasanton Art Group Art Critique & 
Coffee exhibition, work displayed in 
the Firehouse Arts Center lobby and 
hallway Nov. 14-Dec. 16. Theme is "A 
Passion for Art."    The Firehouse Arts 
Center is located at 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Just Add Water & Black on White, art 
exhibition, Harrington Gallery, Jan. 
22-Feb. 22. Reception 7 to 9 p.m. 
Jan. 22. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

MEETINGS/CLASSESl
Weekend Workshop: Figure Open Stu-

dio for Long Pose at the Figurehead 
Gallery: Saturday, Dec. 21, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Either Jacob Hankinson, Ozell 
Hudson, or Carolyn Lord will be on 
hand to assist with the Long Pose 

Session. Fee: $30. To register:  http://
www.figureheadgallery.com/classes.
html 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique from 
the group. Refreshments are brought 
by the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC / Art Critique & Coffee meetings 
now at New Leaf in Pleasanton's 
Vintage Shopping Center on Bernal 
& Vineyard.  Brings together profes-
sional, local and emerging artists 
meetings each Friday at 10:30 a.m. 
to share latest work, fine tune each 
piece with gentle critiques and share 
tips, techniques and opportunities.  
Join the mailing list and receive the 
latest news on when and where the 
next meeting will be held. PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children aged 
3-5 are welcome to join this class. 
Classes cover drawing, painting, 
print-making, sculpture and ceramics. 
For further information please contact 
Thomasin Dewhurst at (925) 216-
7231 or thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
or visit http://childrensartclassesproj-
ects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture 
and ceramics taught by highly 
experienced artist and art instructor, 
Thomasin Dewhurst. Weekday and 
weekend classes, Homeschool 
classes, Special classes during school 
breaks offered. Please phone (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for further 
info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 

meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at 
The Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. 
Join us as we challenge ourselves to 
poetically relay our thoughts, emo-
tions and experiences through poetry. 
Become a member & share your work 
- Contact PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.
Com for more info on Theme Chal-
lenges, Membership & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 2222 Second St., Suite 2, Liver-
more. Please confirm participation 
by calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

WINERY EVENTS
2014 San Francisco Chronicle Wine 

Competition: San Francisco Chronicle 
is currently accepting wine entries 
for the 2014 San Francisco Chronicle 
Wine Competition, the largest wine 
competition of American wines in 
the world. The deadline for entries 
has been extended to Dec. 10, 2013.  
Information and entry forms are avail-
able at www.winejudging.com. 

Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 
wineries will be hosting "Wine 
Wednesdays" each Wednesday 
through October. One featured winery 
will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help 
guests "wine-down" from the work 
week or just grab a taste of wine 
before going out to dinner in the Tri-
Valley. Check for the winery listings at 
www.lvwine.org.

The Winemaker's Pour House, Live 
music:   2241 First St., Livermore. 
www.winemakerspourhouse.com or 

215-2656. 
Holidays in the Vineyards, Dec. 7 and 

8, noon to 4:30 p.m., a Livermore 
Valley Wine Country tradition: Winer-
ies showcase their decorated tasting 
rooms offering special wines, arts and 
crafts, holiday music, activities and 
more.  Guests are encouraged to bring 
new, unwrapped toys to their favorite 
wineries for donation to the local Toys 
for Tots program.  Admission is free, 
but tasting fees may apply and vary 
by winery. More information can be 
found at LVwine.org

Holiday in the Vineyards Open House, 
Sat. and Sun., Dec. 7 and 8, noon 
to 4:30 p.m. Charles R Vineyards, 

8195 Crane Ridge Road (at the end of 
Greenville), Livermore, (925)454-
304; www.CharlesRVineyards.com. 
Specially selected Arts and Crafts 
vendors showcase one-of-a-kind 
gifts - paintings, hand-crafted woods, 
jewelry, home-made soaps and more 
uniquely designed art pieces. Enjoy 
a glass of wine as you sit by the fire 
pit and appreciate the harmonies of 
holiday Carolers. Bring a toy for the 
Pleasanton-Livermore Fire Associa-
tion's Toys for Tots program.

"Make a Difference This Holiday Sea-
son" party kick off. The Winemaker's 
Pour House would like to team up 
with the Livermore community to help 
bring warmth to those in need. The 
Livermore Homeless Refuge is in need 
of 29 sets of thermal underwear for 
its guests. You can help by coming 
in and choosing an ornament on a 
Holiday Tree on Dec. 11, 2013.  Each 
ornament will contain a name and 
size for thermal underwear. Return the 
thermal underwear with the ornament 
on or before, Dec. 20, 2013 and 
receive a $5 gift card to be used on 
the next visit to the Winemaker's Pour 
House. Only 29 ornaments are avail-
able.  A donation jar available. Live 
music and raffle prizes. Come on out 
and celebrate the season. 2241 First 
St., Livermore. www.winemakerspour-
house.com or 215-2656. 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every 

Saturday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.

110 in the Shade,  by N. Richard Nash, 
music by Harvey Schmidt and lyrics 
by Tom Jones. Adapted by Nash from 
his classic play “The Rainmaker,” 
a heartfelt musical romance about 
one woman’s learning to believe 
in herself. Runs Nov. 15-Dec. 8.  
Douglas Morrisson Theatre, 22311 
N. Third St., Hayward. $10 preview; 
$29 Thurs. eve, Fri. eve, Sat. matinee, 
Sat. eve., Sun. matinee. Box office 
(510) 881-6777. Information at www.
dmtonline.org 

Happy Holidays Musical Review, Dec. 
6-22, San Ramon Community Theater 
production. Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramonperformingarts.com or 
973-3343.

Livermore-Amador Symphony, Gems 
from the Past and Present with work 
by Gershwin, Barnes, Lees and 
Beethoven. Joyce Johnson Hamilton, 
trumpet, soloist. Dec. 7, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org. 
373-6800.

Four and More, jazz band, will perform 

in a holiday concert, a “Musical 
Celebration of the Season,” on 
Saturday, December 7, and Sunday, 
December 8, from 3:30 to 4:30 PM, in 
Old St. Raymond Church at the Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums. Swingin’ 
tributes to the holiday season, as well 
as more traditional tunes.  Pre-sale 
ticket prices are $5 for children, 12 
and under, and $8 for adults. If the 
event does not sell out, tickets may 
be purchased at the door for $7 
(children, 12 and under), and $10 
(adults). www.dublin.ca.gov/holiday 
happenings, or contact the City of 
Dublin Parks and Community Services 
Department at (925) 556-4500. 

Traditional Folksongs of the Winter 
Holidays, Dec. 8, 2 p.m. Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave.  
Folksinger, storyteller, and autoharp 
virtuoso Adam Miller will perform 
well-known (and not so well-known) 
sing-along songs of the holiday sea-
son featuring  traditional folksongs, 
carols for the New Year, Hanukkah, 
Christmas, and the Winter Solstice-
-from pre-Christian Europe to the 
21st Century.   925-373-5500. 

A Doo Wop Holiday Celebration. Sun., 
Dec. 8, 2 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Vita Voci, a Tri-Valley a capella 
ensemble, will perform on Sunday, 
December 8, 2 PM at Congregation 
Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Ct., Pleas-
anton. Works of the Renaissance and 
more modern eras will be presented. 
The Congregation Beth Emek Choir 
will join Vita Voci in Salamone Rossi’s 
Elohim Hashivenu. Small donation 
asked. For more information contact: 
David Yaffe, 925-455-8139. 

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold its 
17th Annual Christmas Concert at 
7 PM on Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013 in its 
Sanctuary at 4743 East Ave., Liver-
more.  All of Asbury’s vocal choirs, 
the Asbury Band, several instrumen-
talists and the Asbury Ringers will 
be performing. Asbury’s pipe organ 

Big Fat Year End Comedy XXi comes to the Bankhead Theater 
in Livermore at 8 p.m. Fri., Dec. 27. Pictured are Mari Magalori, 
Debi Durst, Johnny Steele, Will Durst and Michael Bossier; 
not pictured Arthur gaus and John Boehner.  The theater is 
located at 2400 First St., Livermore.  Tickets are available 
at the box office, online at www.bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling 373-6800.  Photo - Mark Doneza

A Cash Country Christmas 
featuring James garner, 
performs  Dec. 21, 2 and 
8 p.m. at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets 
a re  ava i lab le  a t  www.
firehousearts.org or 931-
4848.

Wyrick Chamber Players, 
Jan. 12,  2 p.m.  at  the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org. 
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will also be part of the evening’s 
musical offerings.  The concert is 
open to the public.  A free will offering 
can be made at the door.  There will 
be a punch and homemade cookie 
reception immediately following in the 
Fellowship Hall.  For more information 
call Jean Braun at 449-4168, the 
church office at 447-1950 or e-mail:  
TerriG@asburylive.org 

Amador Valley High School Wind 
Ensemble 1, 7 p.m. Mon., Dec. 9.  
The ensemble chosen to perform at 
the 67th Annual Midwest Clinic in 
Chicago on December 19, 2013. This 
is arguably the highest honor a school 
music program can receive. These 
advanced instrumentalists are one of 
just four high school bands chosen 
from across the country to perform 
at this prestigious event. The award 
winning ensemble will perform their 
program for this home audience. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Andrea Marcovicci, Home for the 
Holidays, a WWII Christmas. Tues., 
Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Instrumental Concert, Las Positas 
College orchestra and wind ensemble, 
Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. Main Stage 
Theater, Mertes Center for the Arts, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
Tickets www.brownpapertickers.com 
or 1-800-838-3006.

December People: A big helping of 
Holiday Spirit ala Rock’n’Roll for 
the whole family!  Classic rock, clas-
sic Christmas…familiar yet totally 
unique.  This high-powered quintet 
performs holiday song favorites in 
the styles of all the top bands of our 
time, including Santana, The Who, 
Led Zepplin, ZZ Top, U2, Queen, and 
Sting to name just a few.  The band 
members put on these amazing holi-
day shows each year to benefit local 
food banks, and ask ticket holders to 
bring food donations to the concerts.  
The Firehouse shows will benefit 
Open Heart Kitchen.  Two shows only: 

Friday December 13, and Saturday 
December 14, at 8:00 p.m.  Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton.  Tickets $30-
$40 available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the Box 
Office at the center.   

Jazz Night Concert, Las Positas College 
instrumental jazz, Dec. 14, 8 p.m. 
Main Stage Theater, Mertes Center 
for the Arts, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Tickets www.brownpaper-
tickers.com or 1-800-838-3006. 

The Beatles and Their Songs: A 
Musical Revolution, Dec. 15, 2 p.m. 
Livermore Library, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave.  Dulais Rhys delves into the 
quality, variety, and the longevity of 
the Beatles’ music. His presentation 
on The Beatles outlines the history 
of the group’s formation and focuses 
on their songs, influences, form, 
stylistic development and legacy.  The 
talk includes musical examples and 
audience interaction—singing along 
is encouraged. 925-373-5500. 

San Ramon Symphonic Band, Dec. 
20, 7 p.m. Horns for the Holidays. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramonperformingarts.com or 
973-3343. 

Country tribute: A Cash Country 
Christmas featuring James Garner, 
Dec. 21, 2 and 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.

New Year’s Eve Party. Tues., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m. Master slide guitarist Roy 
Rogers and the Delta Rhythm Kings 
deliver a night of contemporary blues, 
Americana and roots music, followed 
by a festive reception in the theater 
lobby. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Happy Birthday Elvis! With Jim 
Anderson & The Rebels, Jan. 4 at 8 
p.m. and Jan. 5 at 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 

Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.

Ricky Nelson Remembered Featuring 
Matthew and Gunnar Nelson, Jan. 10, 
8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

The Special Consensus, bluegrass, 
Jan. 11, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Wailin’ Jennys, folk harmonies. Sat., 
Jan. 11, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Wyrick Chamber Players, San 
Francisco Symphony family quartet, 
Jan. 12, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Upright Citizens Brigade Touring 
Company, Jan. 31, 8 p.m. Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanra-
monperformingarts.com or 973-3343.

ON THE STAGE
Holiday Shorts: A Long Winter’s 

Tale. Creatures of Impulse, the City 
of Pleasanton’s teen improv troupe, 
presents 5th season of  the popular 
Holiday-themed improv show in 
two unique performances Thursday, 
Dec. 5 and Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:30 
p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. General 
admission tickets: $10 Adult, $5 
Student.  Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the Box Office at the center.  
Free preview performance Tuesday, 
December 3 at 7:30 p.m. (no tickets 
required)  Free parking. 

A Child’s Christmas in Wales, by Dylan 
Thomas, Dec. 11, 2 and 7 p.m. Swirl 
on the Square, 21 So. Livermore 
Ave. Presented by Shakespeare’s 
Associates, Inc. Tickets $35 includes 
performance, tapas sampler and 
glass of wine. www.LivermoreShakes.
org or 1-800-838-3006.

Civic Arts Stage Company Presents 
Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka Jr. Dec. 
13-22, Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd., Pleasanton, 7:30 p.m. Fri. 
and Sat., 2 p.m. Sat. and Sun. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

A Year with Frog and Toad, Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre, Dec. 21 and 22 at 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion 
Rd., San Ramon. www.sanramonper-
formingarts.com or 973-3343.

The Matchmaker, Role Players 
Ensemble, Jan. 17-Feb. 8. Village 
Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. 
http://roleplayersensemble.com/

The Drowsy Chaperone, Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Jan. 18, 
19, 24, 25, 26, 31; and Feb. 1, 
2014. www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre Pres-
ents A Chorus Line, Jan. 24-Feb. 
9 Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

COMEDY
Big Fat Year End Comedy XXI, 8 p.m. 

Fri., Dec. 27, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Colin Quinn, ‘Unconstitutional,’ Jan. 
17, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

MOVIES
Classic Films at the Pleasanton 

Library, 7 p.m. first Thursday of each 
month through June 5, 2014. Las Pos-
itas College and the Pleasanton Public 
Library present "Make 'em Laugh" 
Series" Hosted by Candy Klaschus, 
film historian and Coordinator of the 
Humanities Program at Las Positas 
College. A brief talk about each film 
is presented prior to the screening. 
Refreshments are served. For more 
information, call Penny Johnson, 925-
931-3405. Admission is free. 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 

DANCE
Friday Evening Group Dance! Learn 

how to dance with great instructors 
from It's All About Dancing, new 
dance every week from Salsa, Tango, 
Swing and more. Group lesson starts 
at 7:30, followed by open dance 
until 9:45 in our new location at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore; 925-449-9292. $15.

A Modern American Nutcracker, Jim 
Hurley adaptation. Las Positas College 
dance and orchestra, Dec. 7, 8 p.m. 
Main Stage Theater, Mertes Center 
for the Arts, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Tickets www.brownpaper-
tickers.com or 1-800-838-3006.

The Nutcracker, Valley Dance Theater 
production, full-length ballet, ac-

companied by the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony. Dec. 14, 15, 20, 21, 22. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

2013 “Handel’s Messiah Ballet,” Dec. 
14 at 7 p.m., Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. The 
Grand Theatre, 715 Central Avenue, 
Tracy $20-$40, Tickets at (209) 831-
6858 or online www.atthegrand.org. 
Presented by Anastasis Ballet Com-
pany. Classical ballet and excerpts 
from Messiah are paired for a holiday 
performance. For more information, 
please visit www.anastasisballet.org 
or contact us at info@anastasisbal-
let.org.

Livermore School of Dance presents 
“Steppin’ Up” performed by the Jazz, 
Tap & Hip Hop Companies.  2 and 7 
p.m. on Sat., Jan. 4 at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore. Proceeds will 
benefit Sleep Train Foster Care chil-
dren and families. The performance 
will have a fusion of four different 
acts: Broadway Tribute, Salsa Fever, 
Urban Funk, and a piece dedicated to 
the children. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Auditions for the Sunol Repertory 

Theatre 2014 Production of "Hotel 
Escargot"  are December 10th at the 
Sunol Glen School Auditorium 11601 
Main St. Sunol. Rehearsals  Tuesday 
& Thursday Evenings January and 
February 7-9pm. Performances 
are March 7,8,14,15,21,22,28,29. 
Directors ae Diane Tiessen & Klay 
Kunkel. Contact Producer Grare Davis 

at raregrare@gmail.com for more 
information.

VOLUNTEER
Winter Volunteer Program Orienta-

tion:  The Firehouse Arts Center is 
holding its next orientation session 
for interested volunteers for both the 
Firehouse Theater and the Harrington 
Art Gallery.   The award-winning 
volunteer organization is currently 
accepting new volunteers ages 16 
and over for theater positions, and 21 
or over for gallery posts.  The orienta-
tion will be held at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
Pleasanton, on Tuesday, December 
10, at 7:00 p.m.  Attending orientation 
is mandatory prior to serving.  For 
more information and to pre-register, 
contact program coordinator Jennifer 
Koch, jkoch@cityofpleasantonca.gov 
or 925-931-4846.  RSVP appreciated.

CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale - Sing it 

Yourself Messiah, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
6. Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton. www.val-
leyconcertchorale.org

Vocal Jazz Concert, Las Positas Col-
lege jazz ensemble, Dec. 8, 3 p.m. 
Main Stage Theater, Mertes Center 
for the Arts, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Tickets www.brownpaper-
tickers.com or 1-800-838-3006.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus, Winter 
Concert, Noel Nouvelet. Saturday, 
December 14th at 1:00 and 4:00 PM 
at Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Ave, Livermore.  

Tri-valley Repertory Theatre, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Jan. 18-Feb. 1, 
2014. www.bankheadtheater.
org.

Wailin’ Jennys, folk harmonies. Sat., Jan. 11, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org.

victorian Yuletide will be held at Ravenswood Historic Site 
from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8. Admission. There will 
be entertainment throughout the afternoon, buggy rides, 
drinks and desserts for sale, visits with Old St. Nicholas and 
a holiday gift shop. The event is presented by LARPD and 
the Ravenswood Progress League. Ravenswood is located at 
2647 Arroyo Road. For more information, call 925-443-0238.

(continued on page 10)
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Christmas Holiday Boutique. Bou-
tique will be Sat., Dec. 7th in Pleasanton 
from 9am-1pm. For more information 
contact Valerie Fleming at Valerie@
HarvestValley.org or 925/484-2482 ext. 
121. Fund-raiser for mom2mom at Harvest 
Valley Church. 

Depression Support Group, Discus-
sion includes: What is happening to your 
body; how to combat the imbalance; things 
you can do to help yourself. Sessions will 
begin January, 2014, in Livermore and 
space is limited. Meetings run from 1-2 
hours, twice a month (group will be closed 
after 2nd meeting). To reserve a space or 
for more information email depart14@
comcast.net.

Holiday Boutique, Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Fleet Reserve Association annual event 
will be held on Dec. 14th at the Veterans 
Building located at the corner of South "L" 
and 5th Streets, Livermore. The time of 
the boutique is from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. The snack bar will be run by members 
of the Los Positas College Veterans First 
Program. All proceeds from this boutique 
goes to help the Veterans.

Holiday “Posada” Celebration, 
presented by the Pleasanton Tulancingo 
Sister City Association,  Sunday evening, 
December 15th, 7 - 8 pm, at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Building at 301 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. Re-enactment by Pleasanton 
elementary school children of Joseph and 
Mary’s quest for lodging for their newborn 
child,  holiday music and carols.  Mexican 
desserts will be served.  Games and treats 
for the kids are planned.  This celebration 
is free and open to the community.  For 
more information, contact Jorge at 989-
6882 or Rita at 249-1885.

Livermore Library Board of 
Trustees, meets 7 p.m. Thurs., Dec. 5 at 
the Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An 
agenda will be posted at the library 72 
hours prior to the meeting.

Holiday Giving Tree, lobby of the 
Livermore Police Department, located 
at 1110 S. Livermore Avenue through 
Friday, December 13th, from 8:00 a.m.to 
5:00 p.m. Select a tag and purchase the 
item(s) on the tag. Bring the item(s) to the 
Police Station and place them in the large 
“chimney” box in the lobby with the tag 
attached. CPAAA volunteers will then wrap 
all of the collected gifts and donations 
deliver them to the recipients shortly before 
Christmas.  Project of the  Livermore Police 
Department Citizen’s Academy Alumni 
Association (CPAAA) and the Livermore 
Police Department. Any questions about 
the Giving Tree Program can be directed to 
Nicole Aguon.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Dec. 7, 56 miles Danville/3 
Bears loop starting from Diablo Vista 
Park, meet 9:30 a.m., Steve Kowalewski, 
510-246-2815. Sun., Dec. 8, 56 miles from 
Diablo Vista Park in Danville to Livermore 
and Del Valle Reservoir, meet 9 a.m. Gail 
Blanco, 872-1001. Wed., Dec. 11, 25-30 
miles from Heather Farms, 9 .m. Richard 
Skow, 939-6964. Anyone planning to go on 
a ride is asked to call the leader for details 

on where to meet and what to bring.
Free Diabetes Self-Management 

Classes.  7 week series teaches how to 
manage   diabetes with exercise, healthy 
eating and medications, and answer all 
questions about living with diabetes.  
Saturdays January 11 through February 
22, 9:30-11:30, Dublin Senior Center, 
7600 Amador Valley Blvd. Class is open to  
adults of all ages (not just Seniors) with 
pre diabetes or type 2 diabetes. Please 
call the Alameda County Diabetes Program 
at 510-383-5185 to register.  Space is 
limited.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club, meeting Thursday, December 12, 
6:30pm at Alisal School's multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
A potluck dinner will precede the meeting.  
Dan Baldwin,who earned degrees in enol-
ogy and viticulture will discuss "Growing 
Grapes for the Home Gardener." He is a 
lecturer, wine tour director, and producer of 
San Francisco Bay Wine.   A white elephant 
sale of slightly used Christmas items will 
be held. Visitors are welcome. For more 
information call Bev at 925-485-7812.

Democratic Clubs Annual Seasonal 
Party & Potluck, 6:30 p.m. Sat., Dec. 
14. Sponsored by several clubs, this is an 
opportunity to meet elected officials and 
candidates as well as other Democrats.    
IBEW 595 Hall, 6250 Village Parkway, 
Dublin.  

Beginner internet and e-mail 
classes, Free classes for absolute begin-
ners who have never clicked a mouse, 
used e-mail, or surfed the net.  Learn the 
basics in a non-judgmental atmosphere.  
Pleasanton Library,  Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings.  Four one-hour classes in each 
series. Registration is required, as space 
is limited.  Ask at the Reference Desk or 
call 925-931-3400, extension 4. Library 
programs are free and open to everyone. 
An ongoing program.  Call Merry Luskin at 
925/931-3400 ext. 4 for information. 400 
Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.

Understanding Medicare Options, 
Dec. 13, 1 p.m. California's Coordinated 
Care Initiative; presented by Kelly Harp, 
continuing education coordinator. Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore. 373-5700 for reserva-
tions.

Breakfast with Santa, Saturday, 
December 7, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Tri-Valley 
YMCA, 6693 Sierra Lane, Dublin. Breakfast 
includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, fresh 
fruit and juice. $10 per adult, $7 per child. 
Bring your cameras for free photos with 
Santa. For more information, call 925-263-
4444 or email tvinfo@ymcaeastbay.org.

ClutterLess (CL), ClutterLess is a 
nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, support 
group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. special open 
Speaker Meeting, December 16. Laurie 
Broacha, a professional Organizer who 
also helps with implementing a realistic 
strategy for future maintenance, will talk 
about  “Creating Peaceful Places from 
Cluttered Spaces. “ Meeting 7 p.m. Regular 
meetings Mondays at the St. Mary & St. 
John Coptic Orthodox Church. Room 7, 
4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just come 
or call a volunteer at 925-525-3992 or 
925-200-1943 or visit www.ClutterLess.
org. No meetings on holidays. Meeting free, 
optional $2 to $5 appreciated.

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA., Breakfast in Livermore, 
Dec. 8, 11 a.m., RSVP by Dec. 5 to Bette, 

510-357-7873. General meeting, birthday 
lunch in San Ramon, Dec. 15, RSVP by 
Dec. 7 to Marsha, 830-8483. Happy hour 
in Pleasanton, Dec. 19, 5 p.m., RSVP by 
Dec. 17 to Marge, 828-6124. Early dinner 
in San Ramon, Dec. 31, 3 p.m., RSVP to 
Janet by Dec. 28 at 443-3317.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society will meet on Tuesday, December 
10, 7:30 p.m. at Congregation Beth Emek, 
3400 Nevada Ct., Pleasanton. Theme now 
is Serendipity. Have you ever stumbled 
across an unexpected discovery about your 
ancestors? Come hear about the results 
some of LAS members will share about 
their genealogical searches. Visitors are 
always welcome. For addition information 
contact Pat Northam, Program Chairper-
son. Email:program@ L-AGS.org.

Birthright of Livermore needs 
volunteers: Birthright Crisis Pregnancy 
Service in Livermore is looking for sub-
stitute office volunteers, board members, 
computer tech and website assistance. 
A grant writer, a CPA to review the books 
annually & assist with tax forms, a fund-
raising chairman, publicity/advertising 
chairman and an administrative secretary 
are also needed. Office is open M-Tu-W-F, 
10 am-2 pm and Th eve. 6-9 pm. To 
discuss a variety of volunteer opportunities 
please call John M. Kupski evenings at 
606-8230 (or Thursday evenings 6-9 pm 
at Birthright office 449-5887). Birthright 
offers free pregnancy tests, guidance, 
adoption and medical referrals, baby and 
maternity clothing, and more. Those in 
need of services, please visit the Livermore 
office at 1520 Catalina Ct., or call (925) 
449-5887 during business hours. The 
1-800-550-4900 Hotline number is staffed 
24 hours a day. Please see our website at 
www.birthright.org for more informa-
tion. All Birthright services are free and 
confidential. 

Tri-Valley CAREs’ 30th Anniversary 
Party: Tuesday, December 10,  5:30 pm. 
Livermore Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
At this free event, the organization will 
celebrate 30 years of accomplishment and 
will debut a short documentary film about 
Tri-Valley Valley CAREs. There will be food 
and drinks, music, and great company. 
Everyone is invited. Tri-Valley CAREs works 
to strengthen global security by stopping 
the development of new nuclear weapons 
in the US and promoting the elimination of 
nuclear weapons globally. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Crab Feed, benefit for St. Michael's/
St. Charles CYO basketball. Sat., Jan. 25, 
Shrine Event Center, 170 Lindberg Ave., 
Livermore, 6 p.m. to midnight. All you 
can eat crab or chicken, pasta, salad, 
bread. Raffle prizes. Tickets $40, at www.
smsccyo.org. Additional information at 
njfromindy@yahoo.com or 216-2519.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, Since our 
involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan began 
12 years ago, almost 7,000 American 
men and women have been killed, as well 
as hundreds of thousands of innocent 
civilians, including children. Many of us 
feel that it is time to bring our troops home. 
Additionally, we oppose involvement in 
Syria except to provide humanitarian aid. 

Repertoire includes classical seasonal 
favorites sung in English, French, 
Latin, Spanish, Basque, Hebrew, Ger-
man and Ukrainian, and less familiar 
ones by composers such as Eleanor 
Daley, Nikolai Kachanov, Javier Busto 
and Bardos Lajos. Audience participa-
tion. Tickets are $7-$20. Children 
11 and under are free (limit 2 per 
accompanied adult). For information 
and tickets, go to Cantabella.org/
tickets. 

Valley Concert Chorale: Winter 
Wonderland, two performances. 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 14 Trinity Lutheran Church, 
1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton and 
3 p.m. Dec. 15, First Presbyterian 
Church, 4th and L Streets, Livermore. 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org

Broadway Chorus, Sings Your Favorites, 
Jan. 10, 11, 12, Fri. and Sat.  8 p.m., 
Sun. 2 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre community chorus. 
Tickets 462-2121.

OPERA
22nd Anniversary Celebration, Liver-

more Valley Opera, January 25, 5 
p.m. Ruby Hill Golf Club, Pleasanton. 
Formal concert followed by dinner 
and an auction. Black-tie optional. 
www.livermorevalleyopera.com or 
960-9210.

MISCELLANEOUS
Dublin 30th Annual Tree Lighting 

Ceremony, Dec. 5, 7 p.m. Dublin 
Civic Center, After the official lighting 
of the tree, attendees will enjoy musi-
cal entertainment while keeping a 
look-out for an appearance by a very 
special visitor from the North Pole. 
Delicious cookies and hot chocolate 
will be served afterward. For more 
information please call (925) 556-
4500. www.ci.dublin.ca.us 

Home for the Holidays, December 7, 
noon to 4 p.m. in Downtown Liver-
more. Kick off the holiday shopping 
season downtown and enjoy horse 
drawn carriage rides, holiday perfor-
mances and snow in Lizzie Fountain. 
Downtown Livermore Merchants will 
be celebrating the Season with an 
Open House! 

Annual Holiday Sights and Sounds 
Parade and Tree Lighting, 6 p.m. 
Sat., Dec. 7.  Downtown Livermore. 
Marching bands, music, light dis-
plays, and Santa Claus. Tree lighting 
to follow parade.

Hometown Holiday Parade and 
Tree-Lighting Celebration; Dec. 
7, Pleasanton, Parade down Main 
Street begins at 5 p.m. followed by 
tree lighting at the Museum on Main. 
City of Pleasanton, (925) 931-5352, 
hometownholiday@cityofpleasan-
tonca.gov 

Holiday Tea, Sat. and Sun., Dec. 7 and 
8, Dublin Heritage Park and Muse-
ums, $25 per person. Country tea 
lunch inside the Sunday School Barn. 
Lunch will begin with scones, lemon 
curd and a hot pot of tea, followed by 

finger sandwiches, cheese and an in-
dulgent dessert. Tour the Kolb House, 
decorated for a farm Christmas 
morning. Seating is limited, so make 
reservations early. Please call (925) 
556-4500 for more information. 

Yuletide, A Victorian Christmas at 
Ravenswood. Dec. 8. Noon to 4 
p.m. Ravenswood Historic Site, 2647 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Entertain-
ment, holiday fun. Tours and Gift 
Shop. Operated by Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District. www.
larpd.dst.ca.us

Celtic Christmas Concert & Gathering, 
Sun., Dec. 8, 6 to 9 p.m. Gathering 
and potluck 6 p.m., concert 7 p.m.  
live music by Pog Mo Thoin and 
special guest, Steve Kritzer. Bring  a 
potluck dish to share, and get in the 
Christmas Spirit! Cider and tea. $15 
at the door, children 12 and under 
free, benefitting the Bothwell Arts 
Center. Produced by Gabe Duffin. 
Tickets at www.mylvpac.com 

Mele Kalikimaka, an island style 
holiday celebration, Dec. 8, 2 and 6 
p.m. Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramonperformingarts.com or 
973-3343.

Journey to Living Bethlehem, Thurs.-

Mon., Dec. 12-16.  Adjacent to St. 
Michaels School, corner of Third 
and Church St., Livermore.  6 to 9 
p.m.  Repeats every 30 minutes. 
Free admission. More https://www.
facebook.com/LivingBethlehem  
journeytolivingbethlehem@gmail.com 
or  510-377-9711 

Stories and speeches, Las Positas 
College speech department, Dec. 13, 
7 p.m. Free admission. Main Stage 
Theater, Mertes Center for the Arts, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 

Breakfast with Santa, Dec. 14, 
Shannon Community Center. Three 
seating times are available at 8:30 
a.m., 9:45 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Guests 
will enjoy a delicious breakfast of 
pancakes with syrup, sausage, fruit 
and juice or coffee. Proceeds from 
this event directly benefit the Dublin 
High School Irish Guard Band. Photos 
with Santa will also be available. For 
more information and to purchase 
tickets, call (925) 556-4500. www.
ci.dublin.ca.us.

Holiday “Posada” Celebration, pre-
sented by the Pleasanton Tulancingo 
Sister City Association,  Sunday 
evening, December 15th, 7 - 8 pm, 
at the Veteran’s Memorial Building 
at 301 Main Street, Pleasanton. Re-
enactment by Pleasanton elementary 
school children of Joseph and Mary’s 
quest for lodging for their newborn 
child,  holiday music and carols.  
Mexican desserts will be served.  
Games and treats for the kids are 
planned.  This celebration is free and 
open to the community.  For more in-
formation, contact Jorge at 989-6882 
or Rita at 249-1885.

Mike Montemerlo, Rae Dorough 
Speaker Series, 7:30 p.m. Tues., Jan. 
28: Google Self-Driving Car Project - A 
Glimpse of the Future. Mike Monte-
merlo is a Staff Software Engineer 
at Google working on self-driving 
cars. He received his B.S. and M.S. in 
Electrical/Computer Engineering and 
PhD in Robotics from Carnegie Mellon 
University. $30, $15 for students 21 
and under. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Livermore Holiday Parade.

Living Bethlehem
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Those who want peace, not war, are invited 
to join vigils the second Wednesday of each 
month in front of the Museum on Main, 
603 Main Street in downtown Pleasanton, 
at 7 PM. Please call (925) 462-7495 with 
questions.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 1362 
Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open Monday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Last Friday of 
every month 50% off most of the store 
sale. Shepherd's Gate Holiday Food and 
Toy Drive 2013. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Mini cheer camp, presented by 
Foothill High School back-to-back national 
champions. Sat., Dec. 7, 9 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. in the Foothill High small gym, 4375 
Foothill Rd., Pleasanton. Open to students 
K-6; $50 includes camp, lunch, certificate 
and a t-shirt. Performance for parents 
at 1 p.m. Information contact Deanna 
Sanchez, dnsanchez@comcast.net or Kim 
DeJoy, head coach, at kdejoyfhscheer@
comcast.net.

Writing Club for Young Adults led by 
published young adult author J.L. Powers at 
the Livermore Public Library. The Club will 
meet from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 19 in the Storytime Room at the 
Civic Center Library, 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. The event is free. No 
registration is required. For more informa-
tion, please visit TEEN SPACE on the 
library’s website: www.livermorelibrary.net, 
or contact Jennifer at 925-373-5576.

Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, meets the first Saturday of the 
month through May at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel of Asbury United Methodist Church, 
Livermore. Members are descendants 
of patriots of the American Revolution. 
DAR is dedicated to preserving American 
history, promoting patriotism and securing 
America's future through patriotism and 
better education. For information contact 
jhlchapter@yahoo.com or 784-1935.

Arthritis/Chronic Pain Support 
Group, Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. Asbury 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore. Information, contact Barbara 
503-449-3861, or email bltrey@gmail.
com. Free will donations accepted toward 
room rent.

Bereaved Mothers' Network of the 
Tri-Valley, offering support, understand-
ing and compassion to mothers who 
have suffered the loss (past or present) 
of a precious child. Safe, confidential, 
non-judgmental environment. Monthly 
meeting held at 7 P.M. on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Livermore Civic Center 
Library in Community Room "B." Small 
voluntary donations to help with meeting 
and outreach costs are appreciated. For 
further information reach Katie Strube at 
katiestrube@comcast.net. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 

to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Lawyers in the Library, program of-
fers free legal information and referral. The 
program is co-sponsored by the Alameda 
County Bar Association the third Tuesday 
of each month at the Pleasanton Library. 
Each person will have a 15 to 20 minute 
free consultation with a member of the 
Alameda County Bar Association. Appoint-
ments are by lottery. Register from 5:30 to 
5:45 p.m. Names will be selected at 5:50 
p.m. Must be present when names are 
drawn. Appointments begin at 6:00 p.m. 
and end at 8:00 p.m. For more information, 
call Merry Luskin, 931-3400, extension 4.

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this group 
of volunteers, reaching out to those in 
need in the Tri-Valley and having fun doing 
it. Regular meetings are held on the third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at the 
Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasanton. For 
more information, go to www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or call 
(925) 461-6401.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tues-
day of the month at 10 a.m. in the second 
floor conference room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children 
to age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of 
having bipolar or other mood disorders. 
It meets First and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at 
Pathways To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 
Dr., Suite #114, Pleasanton. The group 
is drop-in, no registration required and is 
free. Suzi Glorioso by phone: (925) 443-
1797 or by e-mail: glorios4@comcast.net

Birthright of Livermore Support 
Services, Birthright offers free pregnancy 
tests, guidance, adoption and medical 
referrals, baby and maternity clothing, 
and more. Those in need of services, 
please visit the Livermore office at 1520 
Catalina Ct., or call us at 449-5887. Open 
M-Tu-W-F, 10 am-2 pm and Thurs. 6-9 
pm. 1-800-550-4900 Hotline is staffed 24 
hours a day. All Birthright services are free 
and confidential. www.birthright.org

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation of 
comfort packages takes place every other 
week - all year long. Providing morale 
support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or 
call 925 443-7620 for more information 
and the calendar of events. 

VFW Post 7265, Livermore, invites 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, all military 
branches, to join the group. Any age 
veteran welcome to meetings held 1st and 
3rd Mondays, 522 South L St., Livermore. 
Camaraderie, support, connections, 
advocacy, distinction and community 
service. Meetings on the 1st Monday begin 
at 7:30 p.m. and on the 3rd Monday at 8 
p.m. Information, call 455-5039.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Please contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.
com for the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-
5014 or email livermoremilitaryfamilies@
yahoo.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with 
a mission to distribute stuffed animals 
to social services, emergency services, 
medical facilities and anyone who needs a 
hug. Based in Livermore, the group reaches 
around the Bay Area and the world. Volun-
teers needed to hold collections of gently 
used teddy bears and other stuffed ani-
mals, assist with fund-raising and deliver 
the animals to organizations supported by 
the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police 
Station. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org 
or call 373-7982 for more information.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel, 10:30 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program. For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Information 
931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affili-
ated with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi 
Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-
1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 

N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs 
and magazines for sale. For information, 
call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

 Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Saturdays at 6 p.m. 5860 Las Positas 
Road, Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 
1239 North Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Adult Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Children's 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. followed by Bible 
study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College 
Ave. at M St., Livermore; worships on 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s 
program on Sunday morning and first 
Fridays. The community is welcome. United 
CC is an Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 
449-6820 for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; 
worship service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for 
all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's 
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Inter-
cessory prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. 
Please call office at 846-8650 for weekly 
programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Sunday school or Bible study for all 
ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 
p.m. Wednesday nights there is adult Bible 
study at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen for 
youth, and children's choir for kids. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 5860 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details please see www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 

worship with us and to enjoy our hospital-
ity. For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church, 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Sunday Services: Contempla-
tive Eucharist 8:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. Choral Eucharist with choir 
10:30 a.m.; child care for children under 5 
available at 10:30 service.

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are wel-
comed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church - Sunday 
services are at 10:00 a.m.; all are 
welcome. Ongoing small groups, weekly 
activities, choir, classes, and Children's 
church. 9875 Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro 
Valley (2 miles west of Stoneridge Mall). 
(925) 829-2733, www.trivalleyunity.com 
Rev. Karen Epps.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton. 
Sunday Services at 9:00 and 10:30 am.  
Prayers for the Philippines Dec. 8 at 7:00 
pm; Christmas Sunday with orchestra 
Dec. 22; Christmas Eve Dec. 24, 5:00pm 
(families), 7:30pm & 9:00pm (traditional).    
All welcome, Rev. Heather Leslie Hammer, 
Pastor. www.lynnewood.org, 925 846-0221 
(across from the aquatic center).

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
offered for infants through age 6 and 
children start in the worship service. 10:40 
a.m. contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 

School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 
Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sun-
day services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 
am (High Mass with Sunday School). Other 
Holy Days as announced. For information, 
call msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, please call the office at (925) 
479-1414 to begin the process. Wednesday 
and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 
4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat, an 
informal gathering to discuss ideas, 10:45 
a.m. at Café Rumi, 4799 Heyer Ave., Cas-
tro Valley. The topic is “What will happen to 
Jews in the United States over the next 25 
Years?” Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat is 
an activity of the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
a Secular Humanistic Jewish commu-
nity, but is open to the entire community. 
(Non-members are asked to donate $5 per 
session.) Further sessions are scheduled 
for December 15, January 5 and February 2 
with topics to be announced. For informa-
tion, please contact (925) 240-5612.

Healing journey after death of a 
loved one. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
December 12 and 26, 2013, January 9 and 
23. February 13 and 27, 2014. No pre-
registration is necessary. These sessions 
are open to all, regardless of religious 
affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty at 
925-846-5377 for more information.

Christmas Nativity Displays, 
Sun., Dec. 8, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton (CCOP) at St. 
Elizabeth Seton Chapel, 4001 Stoneridge 
Dr., Pleasanton. Sponsored by The Italian 
Catholic Federation Branch 285 and The 
Diversity Committee of CCOP. The public is 
invited to stop by and view the displays.

Prayer service for victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan, at Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church December 8 at 7:00 pm, 
at 4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton.  The 
community is invited to listen to music, 
light candles, and pray for family and 
friends they may know of or wish to be in 
solidarity with in the Philippine Islands.  
A freewill offering will go to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, now in 
the Philippines bringing food and supplies 
to people in need.  For more information 
about the church, go to www.lynnewood.
org or call 925 846-0221 and ask for the 
pastor, Rev. Heather Leslie Hammer.  Or 
to donate to Philippine relief, go to www.
umcor.org.
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Livermore resident Jacob 
McKenzie Kirby (pictured at 
left) graduated Nov. 1, 2013 
from U.S. Navy Great Lakes 
Boot Camp in Chicago, IL.   
He is now attending Aviation 
Ordnance School in  Pensaco-
la, Florida.  After completing 
the course, he will be deployed 
in the U.S. Navy Fleet.  

He is a graduate in 3013 
at Livermore High and Del 
Valle.  Jacob is the son of Jim 
Kirby and Gina McKenzie.

 

The National Society of 
High School Scholars (NSHSS) 
announced that Livermore 
High School student Meghan 
Hornbacker has been selected 
to become a member of the or-

ganization. NSHSS recognizes 
top scholars who have demon-
strated outstanding leadership, 
scholarship and community 
commitment.

Claes Nobel, NSHSS Found-
er and Chairman, stated, "We 
aim to help students like Meghan 
build on their academic suc-
cesses and enhance the skills and 
desires to have a positive impact 
on the global community."

Membership in the organiza-
tion entitles qualified students 
to enjoy a wide variety of 
benefits including scholarship 
opportunities, academic com-
petitions, free events, member-
only resources publications, 
participation in programs of-
fered by educational partners, 
personalized recognition items 
and publicity honors.

For more information, visit 
www.nshass.org.

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
has received recognition this 
year for its work to move 
breakthrough technologies 
into the commercial mar-
ketplace.

Livermore researchers 
and tech transfer profes-
sionals garnered four awards 
in the Federal Laboratory 
Consortium's (FLC) Far 
West Regional competition.

This year's awards, pre-
sented during the FLC's 
three-day regional meeting 
in San Diego, included hon-
ors for outstanding technol-
ogy development, two for 
outstanding partnerships 
and for outstanding com-
mercialization. LLNL has 
won 22 Far West Regional 
awards since 2007.

The FLC is the nation-
wide network of federal 
laboratories that provides 
a forum to develop strate-
gies and opportunities for 
linking laboratory mission 
technologies with the mar-
ketplace.

Started in 1974, today the 
FLC has about 300 federal 
laboratories and research 
centers as members of the 
consortium.

The technologies recog-
nized were the following:

Material allows aerosol 
experiments: A team of 
LLNL scientists and engi-
neers developed a safe and 
versatile material, known 
as DNA Tagged Reagents 
for Aerosol Experiments 
(DNATrax), that can be 
used to reliably and rapidly 
diagnose airflow patterns 
and problems in both indoor 
and outdoor venues.  Their 

Lab Wins Four Tech Transfer Regional Awards
work won an "outstanding 
technology development" 
award in the FLC judging.

Among the applications 
for the new material are 
indoor air quality detection, 
for homes, offices, ships and 
airplanes; urban particulate 
tracking for subway stations, 
train stations and convention 
centers and environmental 
release tracking.

Livermore scientists who 
developed DNATrax are the 
team leader George Farquar, 
Elizabeth Wheeler, Ruth 
Udey, Beth Vitalis, Roald 
Leif, Brian Baker, Christine 
Hara, Cindy Thomas, Max-
im Shusteff and Sally Hall.

Rapid detection of patho-
gens: Scientists from LLNL 
and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
partnered to develop a rapid 
method for detecting vi-
able anthrax-causing spores. 
Their collaboration netted 
the team an "outstanding 
partnership" award.

The need for processing 
large numbers of samples - 
and doing it speedily - was 
demonstrated during the 
2001 congressional build-
ing anthrax contamination 
when more than 10,000 
environmental samples were 
analyzed, and the facility 
reopening was significantly 
delayed pending sample 
results.

The new analysis meth-
od, called the Rapid Viabil-
ity Polymerase Chain Reac-
tion (RV-PCR), combines 
high-throughput sample 
processing with a real-time 
PCR method, performed 
before and after a short in-
cubation step, to distinguish 

live from dead pathogens for 
faster results than the current 
gold-standard, culture-based 
method.

Among possible appli-
cations of the technology 
are: rapid verification of 
disinfection of hospital and 
clinical surfaces and de-
vices; determining the safety 
of food products and food 
processing areas based on 
the absence of live bacterial 
pathogens; and verifying 
the safety of public drinking 
water supplies for absence 
of water-borne, disease-
causing bacteria.

Members of the RV-PCR 
team included Staci Kane, 
Sonia Letant, Gloria Mur-
phy and Teneile Alfaro of 
LLNL and Sanjiv Shah of 
the EPA.

A partnership for study-
ing climate change: LLNL 
and 11 partner institutions 
have developed the Earth 
System Grid Federation 
(ESGF) to serve the data-
driven needs of the climate 
research community. The 
collaboration was honored 
as an "outstanding partner-
ship."

The ESGF supports the 
Coupled Model Intercom-
parison Project (CMIP), 
which was established in 
1995 by the World Cli-
mate Research Programme's 
Working Group on Coupled 
Modeling to provide a com-
munity-based infrastructure 
for global climate model 
diagnosis, validation, inter-
comparison and data access.

In addition to LLNL, 
which leads the ESGF effort, 
partners in the federation 
include Oak Ridge, Argonne 

and Lawrence Berkeley 
national laboratories, NA-
SA's Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory, the Pacific Marine 
Environmental Laboratory, 
the German Climate Com-
puting Center, the Euro-
Mediterranean Center on 
Climate Change, the British 
Atmospheric Data Centre, 
Goddard Space Flight Cen-
ter, the Geophysical Fluid 
Dynamics Laboratory and 
the Institut Pierre Simon 
Laplace. 

LLNL's Dean N. Wil-
liams is the principal inves-
tigator for the ESGF.

Technology commer-
cialized: In 2008, a Pleas-
anton start-up company 
called QuantaLife licensed 
an LLNL technology, digital 
polymerase chain reaction, 
a refinement of real-time 
PCR, that allows research-
ers to quantify and amplify 
nucleic acids, including 
DNA and RNA.

Livermore Business De-
velopment Executive (BDE) 
Catherine Elizondo and for-
mer BDE Ida Shum worked 
with LLNL researchers and 
QuantaLife to negotiate and 
manage the license agree-
ment and business rela-
tionships. The work of the 
Lab's Industrial Partnerships 
Office, QuantaLife and its 
successor company was 
tapped as an "outstanding 
commercialization success."

The founder of Quan-
taLife and the co-inventor 
of the technology is a for-
mer LLNL employee, Bill 
Colston. As QuantaLife's 
CEO, Colston raised mul-
tiple rounds of private fund-
ing and grew the company 

from four founders in 2008 
to more than 60 employees 
by 2011.

The company was unani-
mously selected as the "most 
promising company" at the 
Personalized Medicine 
World Conference in 2010. 
QuantaLife commercialized 
the Droplet Digital(TM) 
Polymer Chain Reaction 

(ddPCR) system, the most 
accurate genetic analysis 
platform available.

QuantaLife's products 
drew the attention of Bio-
Rad,  headquartered in 
Hercules, Calif. In 2011, 
Bio-Rad acquired Quanta-
Life and its assets for $162 
million in cash and future 
milestone payments.




