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Teams from Granada High School and Berkeley High School competed in the Ultimate
tournament last week in Livermore.

Inside

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District and the
Ravenswood Progress League
invite the public to glimpse the
past at a Victorian Yuletide cel-
ebration on Sun., Dec. 14.

The Victorian Yuletide will be
held from noon to 4 p.m.

This annual event, held at
Ravenswood Historic Site, offers
visitors a glimpse of an old-time
Livermore Christmas.

The site’s 19th century houses
and buildings will be decorated
for the holidays. A variety of
Christmas cheer will be present
throughout the grounds. Docents
dressed in 1890s costumes will
be on hand to talk about Raven-
swood while guests tour the
home.

Musical entertainment will be
provided by Valley Banjos, the
Vineyard Quintet and the Liver-
more Valley High School Cham-
ber Chorale. Children can meet
and talk to Saint Nicholas. The
event will also feature homemade
crafts and warm drinks and sweets
for sale. Shoppers can visit the
Victorian Gift Shop to find
unique treasures.

Ravenswood is regularly
open for free public tours from
noon to 4 p.m. the second and
fourth Sundays of each month,
except for the last Sunday in De-
cember. This year, Ravenswood
will be closed Sunday, Dec. 28.

The Victorian Yuletide will be
held from noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 14, at Ravenswood His-
toric Site, 2647 Arroyo Road,
Livermore. The event is free and
open to the public. For more in-
formation, call 925-373-5700 or
visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

PET OF THE WEEK
Olivia says “Hello!”  She is a very talkative 2 year old
Calico cat looking for someone to gab with.  She has a
lot of opinions and is not afraid to share them.  She’ll
meow your ear off!  To strike up a conversation with
Olivia, come to Valley Humane Society’s Kitty City at 3670
Nevada Street in Pleasanton.  Open Tues- Sat from 11AM
to 5PM.  Visit the web site www.valleyhumane.org or call
925.426.8656 for details.

Yuletide
Festivities At
Ravenswood

The Livermore Hometown
Holiday event featured an
opportunity to play in the
snow. One of the kids took
the opportunity to build a
snowman.
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Lollipops marched down Main Street, just one of the festive entries in the annual Pleasanton
holiday parade. The parade was followed by the annual tree lighting ceremony.

Ravenswood
decked out for

the holidays.

By Patricia Koning
The sport of Ultimate has a

long history in Livermore. For the
past 25 years, the Ultimate team
at Las Positas College has com-
peted on a national level. Last
Sunday marked the start of a high
school tradition of Ultimate, with
the first-ever high school Ultimate
tournament.

The event was held at Granada
High School, which started an
Ultimate team this year. Seven
other teams from Pleasanton (two
teams), Alameda, Berkeley, Marin,
Orinda, and Pacifica competed in

the tournament.
From a distance, Ultimate

may look like a simple game of
Frisbee. In fact, Ultimate is a se-
rious sport that combines ele-
ments of soccer, football, and
lacrosse.

“There’s a misconception that
Ultimate isn’t a ‘real’ sport,”
says Megan Crask, a senior at
Granada and member of the Ul-
timate team. “I’ve played other
sports. Ultimate is the hardest,
most vigorous, and also the most
fun.”

What distinguishes Ultimate

from most other sports is a con-
cept called the “Spirit of the
Game," which means that play-
ers self-referee. “You treat the
other players like you’d want to
be treated,” Megan explained.

Geoff Rexroth, who organized
the tournament, explains that
while Ultimate is still very com-
petitive, the major focus is on
spirit and having fun. “I think that
kids are drawn to Ultimate be-
cause there is a focus on trying
to have fun on top
of competition, which I think has

On Saturday December 6,
1,097 acres of open space opened
to the public. The land is  located
on the north end of 4,085 acre
Pleasanton Ridge Regional Park.

The property includes unde-
veloped steep, wooded ridges
that rise to elevations of more
than 1600 feet above the San
Ramon Valley and Livermore
plain.  The new addition adds
over five miles of multi-use trails
to the 25 mile trail system al-
ready in place. The property is
open to hiking, horseback riding,
and biking through oak/bay
woodland, grassland covered
rolling hills, and valleys with
meandering tree lined creeks.

Reaching the new trails is a
fairly rigorous by foot as it is an
8+ mile hike one-way from the
Foothill Staging Area to the
newly opened connections. All
trails are accessible to mountain
bikes and equestrians.

Connections to the new prop-
erty are from the Foothill Stag-

Acreage Added
To Pleasanton
Ridge Park

(See PARK, page 5) High School Ultimate Arrives in Livermore

(See ULTIMATE, page 7)

Axis Community Health will
collaborate with the Dublin Po-
lice Department on The Parent
Project.  The program is open to
all Tri-Valley parents who wish

to improve their relationships
with their teenage children.

The 13-week program, to be
held at Valley High School, 6901
York Drive, in Dublin, will be-

gin on Wednesday, January 14,
2009 at 6:00 p.m.  Sessions will
meet on consecutive Wednesdays
from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Axis to Provide Program for Parents with Teens

(See PROGRAM, page 3)

By Ron McNicoll
The Pioneer Cemetery on

Sunol Boulevard in Pleasanton
will be the site of new burial
vaults, if the city council ap-
proves a recommendation from
its staff.

The council will consider the
item on Dec. 16.

The city owns the cemetery
after buying it in 2006 from the
Odd Fellows, whose member-

Pleasanton Would Sell New
Plots In Pioneer Graveyard

ship had dwindled to the point
where members no longer
wanted to operate the facility.
The city turned management of
the cemetery over to Catholic
Funeral and Cemetery Services.

The cemetery, which occupies
a little less than 5 acres, has the
potential for 200 new double
vaults and 200 shallower places
for cremated remains, said retir-

By Ron McNicoll
Valley ranchers and winegrow-

ers have come up with a new way
of promoting Valley agriculture.

More than a dozen men took
off their shirts to pose for beefcake
photos for a 2009 calendar that is
now on sale in Livermore shops
and area wineries. The calendar is
a good-humored imitation of a
wine-country calendar from Napa
County, which sold out there this
year. The proceeds from those
sales went to promoting agricul-
ture in Napa County.

Beefcake Comes To Beef Country
The original idea for such a

calendar was taken from a movie
called “Calendar Girls,” in
which mature matrons struck
strategic poses that seemed to
bare all without baring much at
all. It was a humorous calendar,
in good taste.

The movie, which starred
Helen Mirren, was based on a
true story in England. Friends
of a cancer patient who died
used the calendar there as a fund-
raiser to help in the fight against
leukemia.

CALENDAR PROCEEDS TO
BOOST AGRICULTURE
The Valley calendar costs $18.

Proceeds from sales will be split
among the four sponsoring agen-
cies for causes of their own.

One beneficiary will be the
Livermore High School agricul-
tural department. That program
has shrunk. One of its two teach-
ers was laid off this year.

Peggy Kiefer, outreach and
workshop coordinator for the
Alameda County Resource and
Conservation District, said the

the partnership wants to help the
high school’s agriculture depart-
ment expand again. Donations
can be used to help the school
spend staff time recruiting more
students at the middle school
level, said Kiefer. There also will
be publicity for a new rural facil-
ity for the program, after it has its
official opening.

The Alameda County Farm
Bureau, the Alameda County
Cattlewomen, and the Livermore
Valley Wine Growers Association
are also sponsors of the calendar

and will share in the proceeds.
Chris Chandler, executive direc-
tor of the wine growers group,
said funds will support its edu-
cation program for wine growers.

‘WE CAN DO IT BETTER’
Creating a local calendar was

Kiefer’s idea. Her cousin in Napa
County showed her the calendar
produced there. “I said, ‘We can
do this, and do it better,’” she
said.

The calendar is not only a
fund-raiser. It is also designed to

(See CEMETERY, page 2)

(See CALENDAR, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll
Fares on Wheels buses likely

will be increased, service reduced,
and drivers may be subject to lay-
offs, because of the state budget
crisis.

The Livermore-Amador Valley
Transportation Authority
(LAVTA) is keeping a close eye
on the Legislature’s dealing with
the huge budget shortfall to see
what kind of cuts will be required,
said LAVTA executive director
Paul Matsuoka.

Matsuoka and the LAVTA staff
will be looking at specifics in the
next two weeks to study just how
fares and service could be af-
fected. He expects to present a re-
port to the LAVTA board in a few
weeks, then set a public hearing
on any recommendations at the
board’s meeting Feb. 2.

There will be less revenue for
mass transit, said Matsuoka. Just
how much less is not clear right
now. The Legislature in the sum-
mer had set a level of $406 mil-
lion for transit revenue statewide.
That was lower than transit agen-
cies expected at the time, said

Budget Gloom Darkens
Bus Service Picture

Matsuoka. Then Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger cut $100 mil-
lion from it.

A few days later, the current
budget deficit of around $14 to
$17 billion was discovered. So
the governor proposed cutting
even more money from public
transportation. One-fourth of the
funding had already gone to
agencies for the first quarter of
the new fiscal year, which be-
gan July 1. However,
Schwarzenegger proposed cut-
ting the remainder by 75 percent.

After the governor called the
lame duck legislators into ses-
sion before Thanksgiving, the
proposal shifted to 50 percent
in cuts. The proposal never
passed. Now, with the newly
elected Legislature seated, it’s
not clear how much money will
make it through to public tran-
sit. “I am not expecting things
to get better,” said Matsuoka.

Matsuoka said he is not wor-
ried about the capital funding
for the Bus Rapid Transit line,
which will connect Livermore

(See TRANSIT, page 2)

(See REGIONAL, page 4)

Downturn in Economy
Lowers the Pricetag
For Regional Theater

The downturn in the economy
has produced a reduction in con-
struction cost estimates and in-
terest rates, which means less
money will be needed in the next
few years to build a regional the-
ater in downtown Livermore.

Both the Livermore Valley
performing Arts Center (LVPAC),
the nonprofit development
group, and the city will benefit.
The cost to build the theater has
been reduced to $55.4 million
and the total project cost to
$70.8 million. The capital cam-
paign planned by LVPAC has
been lowered from $28 million
to $20 million, mainly due to the
reduction in construction and
interest costs.

The city’s contribution will be
$4 million less than projected in
September.

In spite of the economy,
LVPAC raised an additional $2
million last week, bringing the
total regional theater commit-

ment to $9 million.
The Livermore City Council

on Monday conducted the sixth
in a series of hearings on the
progress of the theater. The ses-
sion included peer reviews of
studies, a market analysis, eco-
nomic impact information, and
case study comparisons of simi-
lar venues. The peer reviews did
not raise any major concerns.

The council took no action
and offered no comments on the
information provided.

Under study is a proposal to
build a 2000-seat regional per-
forming arts center. It would at-
tract traveling Broadway shows,
international and national perfor-
mances, as well as local and re-
gional productions that would
not come to a smaller venue. The
preferred location is in the old
Lucky Shopping Center in down-
town Livermore. The theater
would face South Livermore Av-
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ing park and recreation depart-
ment chief Jim Wolfe.

The money generated by the
sale of the sites would be enough
to install an irrigation system,
which would keep the cemetery
green all year long. Currently, as
with most older cemeteries, the
only watering is now perfomed
by families that own plots. They
use hoses and faucet connections
provided on site.

The city projects an eventual
revenue of $1.9 million from sale
of the grave sites. Cost of install-
ing an irrigation system would
be approximately $1 million.
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery

Services would be paid a 15 per-
cent fee for its work.

Prepaid sale of the vaults
could start as soon as the council
approves the matter, said Wolfe.
He said there have been many
inquiries from people who want
to be buried in Pleasanton, or see
their loved ones buried in the
city.

There is no other place in the
city for burial sites. Projected
price for the vaults is $6950.
Double vaults allow two caskets
to be entombed together verti-
cally. Niches for cremated re-
mains would cost $2800. Such
things as headstones would cost
extra.

raise city-dwellers awareness of
the big agricultural industry in
the Valley. “People live here and
commute. They don’t know
what’s going on in their back
yards. They don’t know we have
all these ranchers and winegrow-
ers who are keeping Alameda
County the way it is,” said Kiefer.

Cattle and wine are among the
top crops of the county’s agricul-
ture. Total gross value of the
county’s agriculture in 2007 was
$42.4 million, according to the
annual country crop report. Most
of it is in the Valley.

OUT IN THE OPEN
The Agricultural calendar is

called “Out in the Open," a play
on words. The men work out-
doors, and their manly chests and
biceps are out in the open, too,
sans shirts, in the photos. It’s
beefcake, but in good humor.

As Nick Nardolillo said in a
droll way in a press release pro-
moting the calendar, “The pub-
lic has been begging me for years
and years to show them my
highly sculptured body. My son
Dino did it with me, so I would
not cut off his allowance. Oh yes,
and to help raise money to pro-
mote agriculture."

The older generation/
younger generation theme is car-
ried throughout the calendar,
underscoring the fact that the
Valley ranches and vineyards
have been passed along in the
same families for many years.

Phil Wente and his nephew
Karl Wente are in the calendar.
Sunol rancher Tim Koopmann
and son Clayton also appear.
Winegrower Charles Crohare and
his son Charles T. Crohare, who
own Olivina, posed for the cal-

endar.
An agreement between the

Crohare family and the county
two decades ago concerning the
old Crohare Ranch in south Liv-
ermore helped foster an expan-
sion of Livermore wine country.

The calendar is available for
purchase at most Livermore Val-
ley wineries, at the Partnership
and Winegrowers Association
offices at the Martinelli Event
Center, 3585 Greenville Road,
Livermore, and other locations.
Shoppers may order the calendar
through the Partnership website
www.acrcd.org, by clicking on
News and Events.

MEET THE MODELS
"Out in the Open," a 2009 cal-

endar featuring the Alameda
County Men in Agriculture, will
be available for purchase Fri.,
Dec. 19, 5 to 8 p.m.

The event will be held at the
Martinelli Event Center, 3585
Greenville Rd., Livermore. The
models will be available for au-
tographs.

Cost is $30, which includes
the calendar and hors d'oeuvres.
The proceeds will be used to ben-
efit agriculture in Alameda
County.

For information, contact
Peggy Kiefer, 371-0154, ext. 122
or Kathy Liske, 447-9463.

CEMETERY
(continued from page one)

CALENDAR
(continued from page one)

Photographer works on one of the portraits for the calendar.

and part of Pleasanton to the
Dublin/Pleasanton BART sta-
tion.

BRT is seen as a big help to
moving commuters during rush
hours, and could increase transit
patronage dramatically. Much of
the source for the BRT capital
improvements has been federal
money. However, operational
cost, as with the rest of the
Wheels system, is dependent on
state revenue.

 When asked about whether
projected service on BRT would
be affected, Matsuoka said, “It
remains to be seen.”

Another blow to Wheels in
hard economic times is the im-
pact on ridership. “Whenever we
see a recession, and employment
goes down, so does ridership,”
said Matsuoka.

GROUP TRIES TO
GET TRANSIT FUNDS

RESTORED
One non-profit that sticks up

for public transit in the county,
TransForm CA, has filed a “friend
of the court” brief in a case that
is trying to restore public transit
funding. The suit is over transit
money authorized by Proposi-
tion 116.

The measure authorized the
state to send “spillover” money
from higher gas tax revenues to

mass transit. The governor in-
stead sent some of the money to
school buses and transportation
for regional programs for devel-
opmentally disabled.

The plaintiffs in the suit are a
coalition of transit agencies.
They contend that that fund
should not have been tapped in
2007/08, when some $636 mil-
lion was taken from it. Instead,
the governor should have found
other sources for the education
busing money, which, until the
crisis, had been coming from the
general fund.

The appeal on the suit prob-
ably will be heard early next year,
said a TransForm official.

TRANSIT
(continued from page one)
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The Parent Project provides
parents an opportunity to learn
hands-on tools to help support
their teens in making positive
choices.  The goal is to assist par-

VALLEY ROUNDUP
Hearing on Charter School Continued

The State Department of Education contin-
ued a hearing on a plan by the Livermore Valley
Charter School to add a high school. The pro-
posal is to open a high school in the fall of 2009.
There would be 540 students.

At the request of the charter school, the hear-
ing will be held over to give school officials
time to answer questions and compile budget
information requested by state education offi-
cials.

The Livermore Charter Learning Corporation
had appealed a decision by  the Alameda County
School Board to deny the peition.  The board
voted down the project in September, after
county education staff wrote a report criticizing
the financial plan and the school's ability to
achieve a racial and ethnic balance.

Previously, the Livermore School Board had
also denied the petition.

The State Department of Education is ex-
pected to take up the issue again in early 2009.

Lab Device on CSI Miami
An explosives detector developed by the

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Fo-
rensic Science Center researchers  was slated to
be shown on the CBS network television series,
"CSI Miami " last Monday.

The team of Lab scientists who developed
the Easy Livermore Inspection Test for Explo-
sives (ELITE)™ detector was informed that their
technology would be on the show by Craig
Johnson, the president and CEO of Largo, Fla.-
based Field Forensics Inc.

ELITE™ is highly sensitive to more than 40
different explosives, making it one of the most
effective trace explosive detection systems
available.

With an ELITE™ detector, about the size of a
playing card, border patrol agents, security
agents, airport screeners, first responders and
military personnel can secure real-time results
within about 90 seconds as to whether explo-

sives are present.

Wieskamp Named to LAFCO
Alameda County Special Districts Associa-

tion officials nominated East Bay Regional Park
District Board President, Ayn Wieskamp to serve
on the Alameda Local Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCo). The selection took place at
the association's meeting on Nov. 12.

Weiskamp has served as an alternate on
LAFCo and has extensive experience in local
government planning issues having served for
19 years on the Livermore City Council and on
various East Bay Regional Park District liaison
committees. She will serve as the Chapter’s non-
enterprise special district commissioner and re-
places Jocelyn Combs who did not seek re-elec-
tion.

LAFCo is a state mandated local agency that
oversees boundary changes to cities and special
districts, the formation of new agencies includ-
ing incorporation of new cities, and the consoli-
dation of existing agencies. In California, there
are 58 LAFCOs working with nearly 4,000 gov-
ernmental agencies in 58 counties, approxi-
mately 500 cities, and over 3,000 special dis-
tricts. The broad goals of the agency are to en-
sure the orderly formation of local government
agencies, to preserve agricultural and open space
lands, and to discourage urban sprawl.

Wieskamp will continue serving on the Park
District board representing the communities of
Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, Sunol, Newark
and part of Fremont.

‘Suspicious’ Origin Of School Fire
A fire at Alisal Elementary School in Pleasan-

ton on Saturday night left metal recycling bins
with blistered paint. There was no other damage.
The bins, located near a breezeway at the school,
are used to recycle paper. The Livermore Pleas-
anton Fire Department indicated that the fire was
“of suspicious origin,” said Pleasanton school
district spokeswoman Myla Grasso.

ents in helping their teens im-
prove school attendance and per-
formance, avoid alcohol and
other drug use, have a happier
family life and stay safe.

“We are very excited to offer
this program to Tri-Valley resi-
dents and look forward to work-
ing with the Dublin Police De-
partment to make it a success,”

says Axis’ Adolescent Program
Manager Amie Sousa.  “Parents
will develop strategies to stop
arguing with their teenagers, cre-
ate action plans, find answers and
solutions and receive support
from other parents.   Participants
from past Parent Project programs
in Livermore and Dublin have
said things like, ‘The Program
Works!’, ‘Wow, packed with
info!’ and ‘Great class…and so
needed in my life. Thank you!!’”

Cost for The Parent Project is
$150 per person or $175 per
couple. Payment plans are avail-
able.  For more information or to
register, parents may contact
Amie Sousa at (925) 201-6201.

PROGRAM
(continued from page one)

Planning Commission, Design
Review Processes Combined

The functions of the Liver-
more Planning Commission and
Design Review Committee
(DRC) all will now be handled
by the Planning Commission.

The city council voted 4 to 1
to combine the duties of the two
advisory bodies. Doug Horner
was opposed.

Horner, who served on both
the Planning Commission and
DRC, felt that design would re-
ceive short shrift. "I do believe
that the current system has
served the city well. I cannot
imagine a case where less review
would result in better design."
Horner noted that the develop-
ment community favored the
change because of the savings
in cost and time. However, the
city needs to focus on citizen
participation, to provide as much
review as possible. The current
system should be retained and
better training provided for those
involved, Horner added.

Councilmember Jeff Williams
first proposed the consolidation.
The eventual size of the new
commission was his only con-
cern.

The plan is to have all mem-
bers of the Planning Commission
and DRC serve on the new com-
mission. The numbers would be
reduced through attrition with
the goal of a five member com-
mission by 2015.

Williams felt that a seven
member commission would pro-
vide broader representation with
a design focus.

Senior Planner Scott Lee ex-
plained that staff's thinking was
that requiring two of the five to
have a design background would
provide a stronger voice for de-
sign review.

Mayor Marshall Kamena said
that one less public meeting
doesn't mean design will receive
short shrift. It will be a more
streamlined process.

If it were found that the new
system is not working, the city

could go back to the two differ-
ent advisory bodies. Staff said
one indication that the new sys-
tem isn't working would be how
often the city council overturned
the planning commission's deci-
sions in the future.

The other councilmember
who served on both is Marj
Leider. She said at first she did
not support the idea. However,
she now believes it may be time
to try something different. She
didn't think that combining the
functions of the two would re-
duce the time given to design re-
view. She suggested that when
the new commission reached
seven members, through attri-
tion, that staff take a close look
at how it was functioning at that
size, then consider whether to
keep it at seven or continue to
reduce the membership to five.
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Audubon Conservation Fellows
The Livermore Valley is one of the areas that will

benefit from a new, innovative leadership fellowship
sponsored by the National Audubon Society.

Named the TogetherGreen Conservation Leadership
Program, it consists of 40 “fellows,” selected nationwide.
Among the 40 is a native son of Livermore, Lewis Reed.
He and the 39 other fellows are receiving specialized
training plus $10,000 each to carry out projects in their
communities.

Reed’s project will involve replenishing the grasslands
of the Livermore Valley through the establishment of
native vegetation and reduction of invasive non-native
growth.

A park ranger and student mentor with the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park District, Reed holds a
bachelor’s degree in environmental studies from San
Jose State and is working for a master’s in plant biology
at Southern Illinois University. Having grown up in
Livermore, the young man has lived in grasslands
country most of his life.

“I hope this project will raise awareness about and
build appreciation for this increasingly rare piece of our
natural heritage,” he says.

“Most of the undeveloped land around Livermore is
grassland,” Reed observes. “Even if we never set foot
on that land, we interact with it. These grassy hills
provide forage for livestock. They sequester carbon and
nitrogen emissions from our automobiles and cleanse
water that fills our reservoirs. They host about 90% of
California’s rare and endangered species.”

We applaud Audubon for launching the
TogetherGreen Conservation Fellowship Program. The
leadership provided by Lewis Reed and the other fellows
may well make a difference in regard to improving the
quality of our future.

Community involvement is needed. Reed has
established an e-mail list, with information about field
trips, seminars, work dates, etc. You can sign up at the
LARPD park ranger office, 925-960-2400.

Open Heart
A call for help by Open Heart Kitchen brought a

tremendous response from the community last month.
Schools, churches, businesses, civic organizations,
individuals and others responded. They contributed
over $100,000, enough to keep the Kitchen open through
the end of this year.

However, another $100,000 is needed to carry Open
Heart Kitchen to June 30, the end of the fiscal year. We
can only hope the Kitchen will find a way to survive.

As a result of the recent outpouring, we know this: the
community won’t abandon Open Heart Kitchen. The
community will do its best. Food is such a basic need.
The response to Open Heart Kitchen’s call for help
demonstrated that our community, too, has an open
heart.

REGIONAL THEATER
(continued from page one)

enue, opposite the Bankhead
Theater and a proposed four star
hotel.

The City has given LVPAC an
exclusive negotiating rights
agreement to develop the theater.
The remainder of the site, known
as Livermore Village, would be
developed as housing, retail, res-
taurant and commercial uses.

LVPAC would raise a portion
of the money to build the theater
and all of the money to operate
it. The proposal calls for the city
to use redevelopment area tax
increment funds to finance its
share of the construction costs.
These are funds that cannot be
used outside of the redevelop-
ment area in the downtown. The
money can only be used for capi-
tal projects.

In addition to the regional
theater, the development Agency
has a list of priority projects. Tax
increment funds would also be
needed for those. Rob White, eco-
nomic development director,
listed the hotel and Livermore
Village as two of the priority
projects. He estimated that the
agency would require $34.4 mil-
lion in tax increment money and
tax allocation bonds during the
next seven years to complete all
the priority projects.  LVPAC
projects that $40 million would
be available for the priority
projects.

David Dial, executive direc-
tor of LVPAC, discussed the im-
pacts of the economy on the pro-
cess. He said that LVPAC has re-
worked its strategy based on the
downturn in the economy. Both
issues and opportunities have
been studied.

“We recognize that general
fund-raising will be difficult over
the next several years,” contin-
ued Dial. However, the $2 mil-
lion raised last week, gives
LVPAC even more confidence
that the capital campaign will be
successful.

During the early years, the
plan is to lay the groundwork for
a public campaign and to solicit
major donors.  “Careful planning
by the city and LVPAC has posi-
tioned us to move forward cau-
tiously, to allow us to realize a
new vision for downtown Liver-
more. The successes of the
Bankhead Theater and Liver-
more Cinemas has shown us that
a lot can be achieved in the

project area,” Dial stated.
Dial pointed to nine perfor-

mances over the last eight days
at the Bankhead Theater as an
example of the theater’s success
even during an economic slow-
down. There were five sell-outs.
“We sold over 38,000 tickets
with an average of 84 percent
sold during the period,” he com-
mented.

The results of several consult-
ant studies concluded that the
theater would be viable.

LVPAC hired Mitch
Gershenfeld to conduct an eco-
nomic impact study that in-
cluded an assessment of similar
venues and a market analysis.
The report concluded that Liver-
more could support a 2000 seat
theater; that the benefits derived
from the project would signifi-
cantly enhance and strengthen
the community, both culturally
and economically. The report
noted that the current level of
economic impact realized from
Livermore’s performing arts com-
munity is relatively small and,
compared to other regions, shows
opportunity for significant
growth.

Former LVPAC executive di-
rector Len Alexander pointed out
that the Gershenfeld report con-
cluded there would be a $25 mil-
lion economic stimulus provided
by the theater each year to the
local economy. In comparing
venues in six other cities,
Alexander stated that the report
finds that all are successful. “The
development of major arts ven-
ues as economic drivers has be-
come an accepted practice across
the U.S. The theater would stimu-
late additional investment. It
would act as a catalyst to achieve
a greater economic return than
restaurants, mixed use or retail
development could provide,”
Alexander noted.

The city hired Tom Mitze of
Mitze Productions and EPS to
review the Gershenfeld report.

Mitze compared the Liver-
more proposal to a regional the-
ater in Thousand Oaks. He listed
four criteria for success: market
size, education levels, affluence,
and location. Livermore meets
those criteria. Mitze estimated
the economic impact of the Liv-
ermore theater at $24 million
annually. “Ten years ago a simi-
lar study was conducted by

Pepperdine University on the
Thousand Oaks theaters. It pro-
jected a $22 million net in-
crease.” Mitze felt that the inde-
pendent study led credibility to
the theoretical study conducted
by LVPAC.

As for programming, Mitze
estimated that the local theater
could attract a variety of shows,
that programming should fit the
needs of the area. He suggested
one way to accomplish that is to
ask the public what it wants to
see.

“Based on the market size,
there is a strong possibility that
Livermore could achieve the
same level of programming as
Thousand Oaks. Thousands of
performances are available to
chose from. Many could be avail-
able to Livermore,” according to
Mitze. Some level of subsidy will
be required to operate the the-
ater. In Livermore’s case, the do-
nations would come from private
donors. “In all of the places I’ve
been, Livermore reminds me of
Thousand Oaks. What we have
done, could be done here,” he
concluded.

John Lind of VenueTech told
the council that a review of the
operating/business plan would
be forthcoming.  “There will be a
line-by-line analysis of LVPAC’s
proposal,” he stated.

Jason Sims of EPS provided a
market analysis using two differ-
ent distances from the theater,
one 20 miles, the other 30 miles.
Livermore was compared to
seven other areas as to potential
market capture. The study found
that Livermore ranked first in
potential within the 30 mile ra-
dius in income, population and
level of education. The 20-mile
radius analysis ranked Livermore
second.

Sims recommended that an
updated market study be com-
pleted to further vet the poten-
tial market capture for the re-
gional theater.

Also to be further studied are
tax increment projections based
on the current volatile market
situation.

Bob Gamble of Public Financ-
ing Management called it a se-
vere credit crisis. “There is a ten-
dency to say everything is fall-
ing down. However, the model
for the theater is resilient. The
fact that it relies on LVPAC for
fund-raising in the early years
insulates it to some degree from
changes in the real estate mar-
ket.”  Gamble added that
LVPAC’s plan is to approach the
credit markets in early 2009 with
the plans for the regional theater.

It was explained that  a con-
sortium of banks might be used
to finance the theater.

EPS also provided economic
impact data, one for an area that
included all of Alameda County,
a second for the two Livermore
zip code areas. The impacts on
Alameda County would be a net
of $512 million; for the zip codes
a net of $286 million over a thirty
year period.

Gamble also looked at poten-
tial economic impacts and pro-
duced a figure of $752 million
over thirty years for the county,
and $623 million for the zip code
areas. He explained that an esti-
mate of the “outflow” would re-
duce the figures, but that the
model could not provide the re-
duction accurately.

Members of the public offered
comments on what they see as
the impacts of having a regional
theater in downtown Livermore.

Kevin Brown of Holliday De-
velopment, one of the firms bid-
ding for the Livermore Village
project, said that the theater
would create a true destination
at Livermore Village. “I consider
the theater critical to new devel-
opment. It will be a big asset when
we are trying to raise capital and
when we are marketing the hous-
ing. The theater was a big part of
our draw to the site,” said Brown.

Valerie Raymond said she
supported additional market
analysis. She wondered whether
260,000 tickets each year could
be sold to the Tri-Valley popula-
tion.

From a commercial real estate
viewpoint, Mark Triska noted
there are a  lot of vacancies in
downtown. “This project makes
a lot of sense. There is a synergy
with mixed use and a hotel that
would have a positive impact.”

Suzanna Spring, a profes-
sional singer and songwriter,
spent twelve years in Nashville.
“When I came back, Livermore
was not the town I left. It’s beau-
tiful.” The theater will bring in
tourists and conventions. “Dur-
ing tough times people need the
theater more and the magic it
brings. I see more of an upside to
the theater than a downside,” she

stated.
Amy Blaschka, executive di-

rector of the Tri-Valley Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, echoed
the statement concerning tour-
ism. “The regional theater will
provide a wonderful new attrac-
tion. It will be not only a perfor-
mance venue, but also one that
will be used for meetings.”

Dr. Bruce Gach urged the
council to trust the careful plan-
ning that has been undertaken.
“The theater can be a reality. The
finance planning should con-
tinue.” He liked the idea of in-
troducing youth to perfor-
mances. He noted that live the-
ater is far more magical than any
computer device can provide.

Judge Mark Eaton said that
he did not represent any art group
or business group. He was speak-
ing as a normal citizen. He said
people are proud of the down-
town and the theater. He and his
wife and their friends attend per-
formances at the Bankhead,
rather than travel to other ven-
ues. The regional theater will at-
tract people from out of town.

Jay Davis, who helped estab-
lish the speakers series at the
Bankhead, said it was remarkable
how many want to come here. “I
think the regional theater will
bring people we couldn’t have
envisioned as coming to Liver-
more.” They will be attracted to
the area’s intellectual life.

On the negative side, Brett
Wayne said that the LVPAC board
is not elected by the public and
meets in private. It is not subject
to public review. With the level
of public funding requested, he
was concerned about that lack.
He called the economic model
for the theater, “a collective mad-
ness and delusion of regional the-
ater advocates.”

Longtime downtown business
owner Dennis Swanson ex-
pressed the view that in order to
achieve the projected vision for
downtown Livermore a regional
influence is needed. He said in
order for his business to grow he
needs complementary retail es-
tablishments. “The prospect of
2000 people in downtown on al-
most a daily basis is mind-bog-
gling. Great things only happen
when people dare to take a risk.”
He issued a challenge to the
council to take the dare and move
forward.

Kathy Chase is opposed to the
theater. She didn’t believe it
would be possible to sell 200,000
tickets a year to a theater in down-
town Livermore.

Educational possibilities were
an important factor to some
speakers. Sally Dunlop, a former
teacher, expressed the view that
a regional theater would provide
a wonderful opportunity for chil-
dren in the area to see a variety
of performances.

The Livermore Amador Sym-
phony was able to provide fam-
ily concerts at the Bankhead
Theater. Jean King noted that two
recent concerts for school kids
were sold out. She stated, “It is
easy to attract guest artists, be-
cause they want to play at the
Bankhead.” She predicted the
regional theater would provide a
fantastic opportunity for more
such performances.

The California Symphony
would love to have Livermore as
a second home, said Stacy Street.
There is an opportunity to add a
pop series to complement the
classical series. She said she is
doing what she can to encourage
corporate support and for our
current patrons to come to Liver-
more.

Tom Reitter and Bob Baltzer
both spoke of financing.

Baltzer said the project has
had studies, reviews of studies,
reviews of reviews. “Yet, there is
a call for yet another feasibility
study. If we continue to study it,
the project will go away. If banks
will pass out letters of credit, the
thing is feasible,” declared
Baltzer.

Dial concluded, “Tonight we
have seen a strong correlation
with the size, scope, impact and
success of similar venues in other
cities. LVPAC has demonstrated
its success through successful
completion of a major construc-
tion project - the Bankhead The-
ater. The idea of a regional the-
ater has attracted a four-star ho-
tel and a field of eight proposals
for the Livermore Village site.

“The economic climate re-
quires careful planning. We be-
lieve that current work with city
staff and both teams of consult-
ants permits us to move forward
informed and with caution,” he
stated. “Members of the commu-
nity continue to recognize the
importance of arts and culture in
the region. Clearly this project
will  be a transformative one.  It
will continue the revitalization
of the downtown area, support
the education of students in the
region and trigger the expansion
of the arts and cultural life of the
Tri-Valley region.”

(Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are those
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The
Independent. Letter Policy: The
Independent will not publish
anonymous letters, nor will it
publish letters without names.
Frequent letter writers may have
publication of their letters

Tri-Valley CAREs
Matthew W. Swyers
Livermore

Tri-Valley Communities
Against a Radioactive Environ-
ment (Tri-Valley CAREs) is a lo-
cal environmental, social justice,
and peace group which monitors
activity at the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory
(LLNL) and advocates for the
abolition of nuclear weapons.
Livermore is one of two cities in
the United States that is home to
a national lab that creates nuclear
weapons.

A few of Tri-Valley CAREs'
accomplishments are:

• Stopped a massive toxic and
radioactive incinerator from be-
ing built.

• Won improvements to
cleanup of soil and groundwater
around the LLNL.

• Stopped the release of 80
million gallons of contaminated
groundwater into SF Bay.

• Played a key role in getting
legislation to provide compen-
sation to DOE workers made ill
by exposure to toxics and radia-
tion.

• Brought attention to a LLNL
anthrax incident which exposed
workers and resulted in a
$450,000 fine and the temporary
suspension of the Lab's permit.

Tri-Valley CAREs advocates
transitioning the LLNL to peace-
ful uses such as renewable en-
ergy, climate, and environmen-
tal cleanup research. This is Tri-
Valley CAREs 25th Anniversary.

Preserve Momentum
Tom O'Neill
Livermore

All hail to California for its
banning of same-sex marriage.
This marks a glorious victory for
God and the Bible.

Let us not, however, rest on
our laurels. A few verses from the
passage in Leviticus in which

God expresses his deep disgust
at unions of man-with-man, we
learn, if our eyes are open, that
the eating of pork is an "abomi-
nation to the Lord." Our work is
not done. Is it not likely that the
many problems of our time - glo-
bal warming and the current fi-
nancial crisis, for instance - are
the direct consequences of our
insensitivity to God's word on the
issue of pork? God's decrees, as
we know, are eternal.

So, let us consolidate our re-
cent victory. First, let us write into
our Constitution those decisive
words so often spoken in the re-
cent debate: "God didn't create
Adam and Steve; God created
Adam and Eve." (How Steve got
created we do not know.) Then,
nearby those noble words, let us
amend our Constitution to in-
clude: "The eating of pork shall
no longer be tolerated in the
State of California."

As is, we all recognize that the
eating of pork runs contrary to
the religious custom of many of
our citizens, and may - as seems
likely - offend the sensibilities
of some. Allow me to add that it
is a well known principle of all
ethically minded men (and even
of many women - though, as Paul
teaches, it is best that they remain
silent in public) that what is for-
eign to the religious practice of
some should be forbidden to all.

Of course, in our present secu-
lar and godless society, what I
have here so clearly set forth is
more often forgotten than remem-
bered. The other day, for instance,
I saw a man at IHop publicly and
shamelessly holding a piece of
bacon between his thumb and
forefinger. Though I looked away
in embarrassment, he was - I ven-
ture to say - about to eat it.

Therefore, my friends and fel-
low soldiers, let us preserve the
momentum we have achieved.
Let us stay bound together and
march yet again. Who would
dare set a limit to the conquests
that await us?

Election Coverage
Julice Winter, secretary
League of Women Voters
Livermore-Amador Valley

The board of the League of
Women Voters of Livermore-
Amador Valley asked me to write.

We followed your excellent cov-
erage of the election. We espe-
cially appreciate your coverage
of local races and issues.

An informed public is essen-
tial to the health of our democ-
racy. The League's goal of broad-
based citizen participation in the
process of government is much
closer to being accomplished
when local newspapers are report-
ing on current and local issues.
The League wishes to thank the
staff of The Independent for their
contributions to our community.

Health Care Changes
Paul Weiss
Livermore

Why are Lab retirees being so
brutally deprived of the kind of
benefits all other U.C. retirees
will still enjoy in 2009?
Our pensions have already been
separated from the general retire-
ment  fund into a limited pool
that may or may not be sufficient
to cover all the retirees as they
age.

Now our insurance benefits
have been dropped from the regu-
lar U.C. retirees’ group coverage,
and the burden of buying our own
individual policies is proving
both cumbersome and costly.

Like so many other retirees,
the price of my 2009 coverage
will be much higher, and, it will
come out of my pocket. So will
my Medicare Part B premiums,
previously paid by U.C. as part
of our pension benefits.

The “generous” $2,400 allo-
cated to each retiree won’t come
anywhere close to covering my
2009 expenses, and it’s espe-
cially scary to think how much
higher my premiums will rise
with every birthday (we’re no
longer in a Lab group – just indi-
vidual plans!).

All other U.C. retirees still
enjoy the benefits of their group
plan, including no birthday pre-
mium raises, and guarantees of
never being dropped if they de-
velop serious medical problems.
All Lab retirees now have to look
forward to this terrible possibil-
ity!

The only way I could bring
my insurance costs down would
be to enroll in a cheaper HMO
(but Kaiser is excluded) which
may not cover the specialists I
now depend on for treatment, and
cheaper prescription plans which
don’t begin to cover my current
medications.

The biggest hit many retirees
will now face is the “Donut
Hole," a point at which we must
pay IN FULL for all our prescrip-
tions. The lab has decided to help

with some money, but not
enough to cover vital medica-
tions with non-generics that can
run upwards of $400 each, every
month!

Obviously LLNS, the new
Lab manager has no moral obli-
gation to us, since we worked for
“The Old Boss” – and U. C. was
only too happy to sign the NNSA
agreement freeing them from fur-
ther financial responsibility for
us. After all, what use are we to
U.C. now? Even more relevant,
what could we do to affect U.C.
negatively? Not much!

What is the real reason U.C.
wanted to drop us? Of course the
answer is “Money”!

At the Open Forum, lab
spokesman Paul Rosenkoetter
was asked why we couldn’t just
be reinstated into the generous
plans enjoyed by the other U. C,
retirees. He admitted, “It would
cost $13,000,000, and that was
an unacceptable expense.
So the administration would
rather save the money by laying
the burden on the backs of its
loyal long-term workers. And
we’ll have an increasingly tough
time qualifying for the better
plans, and paying for their esca-
lating costs.

Let’s not have any more
sugar-coated low-cost scenarios
from U.C., LLNS, or their Public
Relations hacks. The truth is
ugly and shameful. In crude but
painfully accurate terms, we’ve
been “shafted”!

American Diet
Lex Manwill
Livermore

A study of 16,000 people in
52 countries in the current issue
of Circulation found that eating
meat, fried foods, and salty
snacks raised the risk of a heart
attack by 35 percent. Conversely,
a diet rich in fruits and vegetables
reduced the risk of a heart attack
by 30 percent.

Again, a 24-year study of
88,517 female nurses in the April
14th issue of Archives of Inter-
nal Medicine found that those
who ate lots of fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, and plant-based
protein were 24 percent less
likely to have a heart attack and
18 percent less likely to have a
stroke than those addicted to a
more typical American diet.

With the cost of medical care
becoming a national crisis, it’s
high time for each of us to as-
sume more responsibility for our
own and our family’s health by
becoming more selective with
our food dollars.
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Olivia Klei is back in Pleas-
anton with her family, after a trip
to New Zealand, which won her
and her teammates second place
in the World Cup of women’s
soccer.

The Foothill High School se-
nior played on Team USA in the
17-and- under category. Only
the gold-winning North Korean
team was better in the 16-team
field, which wound up play in
November.

Olivia has put a lot of hard
work and intensity into her soc-
cer play to become the only
northern California girl to join
the USA team. She started with
the Pleasanton Rage when she
was 5 years old. By age 15, she
was in a tournament playing
with a U.S. national team in that
age group against Germany.

She still plays for the Pleas-
anton Rage, and never has an off-
season. When the club season
ends, she switches over to the
Foothill High School soccer
schedule.

Olivia’s big dream is to be on
the adult women’s team compet-
ing for the gold in the Olympics.
She also would like to be a pro
player. A women’s pro team will
be forming in the Bay Area.
Olivia would love to be a mem-
ber of it..

Olivia has chosen Santa Clara
University, which is nationally
competitive in soccer, for her
higher education. She plans to
major in business.

Her father, Steve, is a software
executive and consultant.
Olivia’s mother, Katy, is an ama-
teur athlete. She participated in
the certified Ironman contest in
Idaho, and ran ultra-marathons.
Katy entered into the Ironman
for cross-training, because she
was running too much. Making
the switch meant having to learn
how to swim, since contestants
have to swim two miles in a lake.

Katy is proud of her
daughter’s self-reliance. “She
travels all the time by herself.

Pleasanton Girl Helped U.S.
Win Silver In World Cup

Now, when we travel as a family,
she tells us which terminal to go
to, and which place has the best
pasta.”

The competition for a spot on
the national team is tough. “In
every single training camp, you
are called to put out 150 percent,
knowing your spot is on the line.
It takes a lot of guts to always
rise to the occasion, and accom-
plish that.”

Being on the team, with
coaches and teammates, has
helped Olivia learn to deal with
varied people. “She is also learn-

ing to manager her time. She is
away for so long, she has to bal-
ance missing school and doing
homework. It’s a great life skill,
to deal with all that pressure,”
said Katy Klei.

Olivia broke her collarbone
one time, and needed six weeks
to mend. She also took two weeks
off for back problems. Other than
that, she has been out on the field
at every possible moment. “I love
the competition, the competitive
edge. I love team sports. They are
amazing. I love it,” said Olivia.

Olivia Klei (20) in action against Germany in a match played in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

ing Area via the Ridgeline Trail
which passes through the City of
Pleasanton’s Augustin Bernal
Park.  North Ridge Trail and
Sinbad Creek Trail then continue
into the new property.

Until a revised park map can
be made available, visitors are
asked to be attentive to all signs
designating trails and do not en-
ter adjacent private property.

The north end of Pleasanton

Ridge is challenging for even the
most seasoned hikers. As a rule
of thumb, expect to hike no more
than 1 to 2 miles an hour due to
elevation gains and steep can-
yons.

PARK
(continued from page one)
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Powerlifting Champs
The California State Powerlifting Cham-

pionships were held in Concord on Dec. 6.
Kevin Lois (15 yrs.) and Joe Sylvester (17
yrs), both from Livermore High School,
competed in the 165-lb. teenage raw division
(no supportive equipment). Each won his
respective age group.

Kevin and Joe each completed (8) suc-
cessful lifts (out of a maximum of 9). This
was Joe Sylvester’s first competition. He
pulled a very impressive 350-lb. deadlift on
his final attempt of the competition. Kevin
Lois broke his own World and American
records by successfully squatting 315-lbs.,
deadlifting 375-lbs., and totaling 910-lbs.
during the competition.

Kevin remains undefeated in competi-
tion and will be preparing for the World
Championships in 2009.

GTA Champ
Steve Toth, owner of Toth Motorsports

of Pleasanton was awarded the 2008 San
Francisco Region GTA West Coast Cham-
pion.     

Steve is a pro racing member of the San
Francisco Sports Car Club of America
(SCCA) since 1996.  Even though he has
been racing pretty much all his life; his race
cars always display the number 63.  He has
driven his Pontiac GrandAm through the
streets in San Jose at the San Jose Grand Prix,
the tracks at Long Beach , Laguna Seca,
Infineon raceway, Altamont , Thunderhill;
and many other race tracks.   

Steve's 12-year old son, Stevie Toth is
the car owner; and is a 7th grader at Hart
Middle School.  His 8-year old daughter
Tesia Toth of the Hello Kitty Division at Toth
Motorsports attends Donlon Elementary
School.

This was Steve's last year of racing as he
plans to retire. 

Youth Soccer Tournaments
Pleasanton Rage U14 Rockettes won

the championship of the Season Sunset
Tournament this weekend. This is the end of
season district championship playoff for
enhanced recreational teams from the seven
clubs in District III.

On Saturday morning, contending with
thick fog and cold temperatures, they emerged
victorious 2-0 over the Mustang Avalanche
behind two goals from Mikala Morgenroth
and solid team defense. In the sunny after-
noon game Mikala Morgenroth scored three
goals against the Fremont KAOS. The de-
fense, led by Ali Gonsman and goalkeeper
Marianne Fernandez, held off a comeback
attempt by the KAOS to secure a 3-2 win.

The winner of the next match against the
Livermore Blaze would advance to the cham-
pionship. The Blaze came out true to their
name, on fire, clearly the best offensive team
the Rockettes had faced all season. Down 1-
0 the Rockettes got a huge lift from midfielder
Suzy Pederson firing home a shot from just
inside the 18 to even the score. The Blaze
came back to take a 2-1 lead at the half.
Rockettes defense rose to the occasion with
Josie Beidleman winning numerous fifty-
fifty balls and pushing them ahead to the
midfield. After Marie Morley and Suzie
Pederson solidified the midfield, Mikala
Morgenroth penetrated the Blaze defense.
She scored on a break-away to even it at 2, and
then set up another goal with a shot that was
saved but the rebound was put in by a charging
Britney Cooper. Another goal by Mikala
Morgenroth, defensive leadership from Ali
Gonsman, and key saves by Marianne
Fernandez preserved the 4-2 victory and a spot
in the championship match.

Under the lights the chill was back in the
air for the final against the San Ramon
Lightning. The Lightning’s front line players
were tall, fast, and strong shooters; their
center fullback had a strong leg and was very
tough to beat. Left fullback Camille Tsztoo
was matched up against perhaps the strongest
of these opponents and she was up to the
challenge, displaying great courage, using
her speed and great footwork to thwart several
scoring chances for the Lightning. The first
half ended scoreless as Camille’s bloody knee
was tended to on the bench. Midway through
the second half, Mikala Morgenroth broke
through a crack in the defense and scored for
1-0 lead. Midfielder Annie Geasa and forward
Ariyanna Intengan kept the pressure on,
leading to another scoring chance. The back
line of Ali Gonsman, Camille Tsztoo, and
Josie Beidleman tightened up the defense and
goalkeeper Marianne Fernandez came up with
some huge saves down the stretch as the
whistle blew three times with the score 1-0
in favor of the Rockettes.

Livermore Crush U9 Division 3 de-
feated the Danville Lightning 3 to 0 in
District Cup action. After a team break of
nearly a month, the Crush regrouped for an
early morning game against Lightning. By
the end of the first half, the score was tied at
0-0, however Crush had dominated what
would appear to be an evenly matched half,
with the defense not allowing any shots on
goal. In the second half, following a diving
save by goalie Sophia Pearson, she booted the
ball down field to Makenzie Farro who made
an unassisted shot past the Lightning goalie
in the lower right corner. Crush scored again
with an pass by Kira Karter (for the assist) to
Meghan Giamona, with Meghan demonstrat-
ing her footwork skills past the Lightning
defenders and placing the ball in the center of
the net. The final Crush goal was from the
sister team of Jessica and Alyssa Bonfiglio,
with Jessica passing to Alyssa who after
fighting her way through three defenders
made an exciting goal.

Top Players: Alyssa Bonfiglio, Jessica
Bonfiglio, Meghan Giamona, Makenzie Farro,
Kira Karter, Isabella Barbero

In game two, the Crush shutout the
Dublin Galaxy 6 to 0 with a standout team
effort. During the first half, Isabella Barbero
passed to Makenzie Farro who placed a
beautiful shot just inside the far left post for
a Crush goal. Next, Jessica Bonfiglio made
a pass (to Makenzie Farro) pulling the goalie
out of position, allowing Makenzie to shoot
and score. Within seconds following the kick
off, Makenzie made her way down field for
an unassisted goal and her second hat trick of
the season. Late in the first half, Madison
McCallister made a powerful shot on goal,
which was deflected by the goalie. Jessica
Bonfiglio was in place for the follow up
driving the shot into the net leaving the game
0-4 at the half. In the second half, Crush kept
the pressure on, with Makenzie sending the
ball downfield from a defender position to
Sophia Pearson for an exciting goal. Lastly,
Sheylynne Holson had a strong shot on goal,
which was deflected to Sophia again, for the
final goal of the game.

Crush defeated the Danville Wildcats 3
to 0. Ahead in points for the tournament,
Crush only needed one goal to ensure their
spot in the championship game. In the first
half Sheylynne Holson made a perfect pass to
Makenzie Farro to give the Crush that spot
they needed. Following that, Makenzie made
her way downfield finding the net unassisted.
In the second half Makenzie made another

unassisted goal, giving her another hat trick
in this tournament... Top Players: Makenzie
Farro, Sophia Pearson in goal, Jessica
Bonfiglio, Sheylynne Holson, Juliana Santos,
Madison McCallister, Kaitlyn Oki.

In the championship game, it was the
Danville Fury edging Crush 2 to 1. This was
a very exciting final match up, with 2 prior
meetings between these two teams resulting
in a tie, and a Crush victory 1-0. In the first
half, Crush scored first with a strong shot on
goal by Makenzie Farro which was deflected
by the goalie, and with Kira Karter in perfect
position for the follow through shot, that
gave Kira her first goal of the season. Fury
answered with a break away and some confu-
sion in our goal causing injury to our goalie
Sophia Pearson and a Fury goal, ending the
first half tied at 1-1. Late in the second half
Fury was able to score again, and with few
minutes left Crush made a heartfelt attempt
to come back, but were unable to prevail. This
game marked the Crush’s only loss in their
entire regular season. They won their division
undefeated, finishing with a 13-1-1 record.

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer
Club Black U13, coached by Pablo Espinosa,
won the CYSA North District 3 Cup tourna-
ment Dec 6, 7 in Danville. The boys allowed
no goals scored against them all weekend,
beating the FC Fremont Rayos 1-0, the
Mustang Red Devils 5-0, and Livermore
Thunder 3-0. Outstanding passing and excep-
tional defense were the order of the weekend
for Ballistic. The team hopes to complete its
season hat trick by winning Association Cup
in January.

The BUSC U12 Div III Black team
took first place in the 2008 District Cup
Championships over the weekend. They were
undefeated in match play with a 4-0 record,
scoring a total of 7 goals and recording four
perfect shutout performances. As in their
league play, the Black team continued to
dominate their opponents both offensively
and defensively. During the flight matches,
BUSC recorded a total of 63 shots on goal to
their opponents 10 while dominating time of
possession in their opponents side of the
pitch by 3 to 1. The attacking line consisting
of Ben Smedley, Mason Picone, Bradley
Pilkington and Brendan Gold provided con-
stant pressure with well executed passes,
strong crosses in front of the goal and great
teamwork. The defensive line was flawless.
Alex Lee, Matt Teng, Jack Geasa, Joshua
Cole, and Chris Goldhawk were brilliant at
receiving the opponent’s attacks up the middle
and sending the ball out to the wings. The
mid-line accelerated the flow of attack with
precision passing and some well executed
overlapping runs, driving play deep into the
opponents defensive zone.

Jared Siegel, Brian Kinnee, Roberto
Beard and Ryan Vicenio controlled the tran-
sition zone through aggressive play, being
first to the ball and preventing the other teams
from initiating much of an attack. Goalies
Andrew Griehshammer and Sam Hansen
were perfect allowing 0 goals in 4 shutout
matches. They both captained the back field,
instructing their defensive line to shift and
pick up open players in addition to meeting
every “shot on goal” challenge rejecting every
attempt.

The Championship game with Newark
Arsenal was a rematch of the only two
undefeated Al Caffodio League teams (BUSC
& Newark) a few months earlier in which
Arsenal defeated the Black Team to take first
place in league play. Both teams were up for
the rematch to claim sole ownership as
District III Champions. BUSC dominated
play from the first whistle. Both teams played
an aggressive and very physical game with the
“neutral field” officiating performing an out-
standing job balancing the level of play
maintaining safety and control throughout
the match. The score at final whistle was
BUSC 2 – Newark 0 with goals from Roberto
Beard and Jared Siegel assisted by Brian
Kinnee and Mason Picone. The Ballistic
Black Team is now headed to the Association
Cup in January to continue its Championship
performance.

California Gymnastics
California Gymnastics Academy Level 4

competed past weekend at the NorCal State
Championships in Rancho Cordova. In
highly tough competition, the girls did great
job and showed all their skills.

Maya Frank in age group 6-7A took
second all around with the score of 37.525.
She is a State Champion on the vault with
score of 9.525. On the bars she took third with
score of 9.3, beam 4th with score of 9.325 and
floor 5th with score of 9.375. In the same age
group Naomi Chin took fourth all around
with the score of 36.875, she was 2nd on the
vault with the score of 9.5, 2nd on the bars
with the score of 9.5, 9th on the beam with
the score of 8.975 and 14th on the floor with
the score of 8.9.

In age group 8C Emily Balicanta finished
fifth all around with the score of 37.3. She
took 8th on the vault with the score of 9.25,
6th on the bars with the score of 9.2, 5th on
the beam with the score of 9.375 and 5th on
the floor with the score of 9.475.

In age group 8F Rachel Sylvester took
5th all around with the score of 37.325. She
was 7th on the vault with the score 9.25, 13th
on the bars with the score of 8.825, 3rd on the
beam with the score 9.575 and 3rd on the floor
with the score of 9.675.

In Age group 10D Savannah Chrupalo
took 5th all around with the score of 36.450,
she was 4th on the vault with the score of 9.2,
5th on the bars with the score of 9.125, 8th
on the beam with the score of 8.775 and 5th
on the floor with the score of 9.350.

In age group 10E Baylee Hill took 9th all
around with the score of 36.775, she was 5th
on the vault with the score of 9.2, 5th on the
bars with the score of 9.125, 8th on the beam
with the score of 8.775 and 5th on the floor
with the score of 9.35.

In age group 11C Shannon Payne took
3rd all around with the score of 36.825. She
took 7th on the vault with the score of 9.15,
4th on the bars with the score of 9.225, she
is a State Champion on the beam with the
score of 9.325 and she took 5th on the floor
with the score of 9.125.

Gymfinity Gymnastics
Megan Hebert, Kaylee Brist, Paige Chew,

and Jessica Biggs represented Gymfinity
Gymnastics at the NorCal Level 4 State
Championships hosted by Techniques Gym-
nastics in Rancho Cordova, CA on Sunday,
December 7, 2008. Qualifying to compete at
the State level is quite an accomplishment.
In addition to earning some of their highest
individual event scores, they all achieved
their personal best all-around scores at this
championship meet.  All four girls plan to
continue their training at Gymfinity and look
forward to competing in the future as Level
5 gymnasts.

Level 4: 6-7A age group:  VAULT:
Megan Hebert, 12th, 9.0.  BARS:  Hebert,
13th, 8.2. BEAM:  Hebert, 13th, 8.525.
FLOOR:  Hebert, 11th, 9.2.  ALL-AROUND:
Hebert, 15th, 34.975.

8E age group:  VAULT:  Kaylee Brist,

13th, 9.05; Paige Chew, 18th, 8.95. BARS:
Chew, 9th, 9.025; Brist, 15th, 8.6.  BEAM:
Chew, 3rd, 8.7; Brist, 6th, 8.575.  FLOOR:
Brist, 6th, 9.125; Chew, 8th, 9.025.  ALL-
AROUND: Chew, 7th, 35.7; Brist, 10th,
35.35.

9A age group:  VAULT:  Jessica Biggs,
14th, 9.075.  BARS:  Biggs, 11th, 9.0.
BEAM:  Biggs, 10th, 9.025.  FLOOR:
Biggs, 12th, 8.9.  ALL-AROUND:  Biggs,
13th, 36.0.

Edge Gymnastics
Edge Gymnastics team members com-

peted in the Level 4 2008 NorCal State
Championships over the weekend in Rancho
Cordova. Gabriela Levya-Montiel finished
first in all around in age group 8B with a score
of 37.275. In age group 8E, Serena Chan
finished first in floor exercise with a 9.5 score.
Danielle Mullins took first in floor exercise
with a 9.45 score in age group 9C. Results:

Age Division – 7C: Vault: Skylar Relova,
5th, 9.225; Jennifer Dawson, 16th, 8.825;
Bars: Relova, 11th, 8.750; Dawson, 5th,
9.225; Beam: Relova, 4th 8.700; Dawson,
13th, 8.025; Floor: Relova, 2nd , 9.325;
Dawson, 8th, 8.800 ; All Around: Relova, 3rd,
36.000; Dawson, 10th, 34.875

Age Division – 8B: Vault: Gabriela
Levya-Montiel, 2nd, 9.350; Bars: Levya-
Montiel, 2nd, 9.225; Beam: Levya-Montiel,
2nd, 9.400; Floor: Levya-Montiel, 7th, 9.300;
All Around: Levya-Montiel, 1st, 37.275

Age Division – 8D: Vault: Brianna
Londeree, 13th (T), 9.000; Bars: Londeree,
9th, 9.050; Beam: Londeree, 9th(T), 8.750'
Floor: Londeree, 4tth , 9.400; All Around:
Londeree, 8th, 36.200

Age Division – 8E: Vault: Serena Chan,
3rd, 9.275; Bars: Chan, 4th, 9.125; Beam:
Chan, 15th, 8.250; Floor: Chan, 1st , 9.500;
All Around: Chan, 3rd, 36.150

Age Division – 9C: Vault: Danielle
Mullins, 13th (T)9.000; Bars: Mullins, 18th,
8.400; Beam: Mullins, 6th(T), 9.000; Floor:
Mullins, 1st , 9.450 ; All Around: Mullins,
10th, 35.850

Age Division – 9F: Vault: Amanda
Czetli, 6th, 9.300; Bars: Czetli, 3rd, 9.225;
Beam: Czetli, 17th, 7.800; All Around:
Czetli, 19th, 26.325

CYO Basketball
In 7th grade girls CYO basketball action

St. Michael's/St. Charles (SM/SC) team
7003 defeated St. Joan's team 7008 by a score
of 25-11. St. Joan did a great job keeping the
game close for the first 3 quarters before SM/
SC was finally able to build a lead. Taylor
Smith led SM/SC with 7 points. Rebecca
Bernstein, Kelly Borden, Cassie Dukes,
Natalie Land, and Shelby Stunkel also scored
for SM/SC.

•         •         •
Catholic Community of Pleasanton

(CCOP) Girls 13&U christened the new gym
at St. Elizabeth on Thursday evening. Lead-
ing the way in scoring were Jaime Rinetti.
Jessica Medina, Uma Paranipe, Jacquie Price,
Juliet Logan and Roxy Moran also scored
with great assists by Rachel Miller and Haley
Brodnick. Amazing teamwork by all gave
John Elhert’s CCOP team a 18 to 15 victory.
In a second game on Sunday, CCOP entered
the court with determination and played their
hearts out against St Isidore. Rachel Miller
was on fire leading the team in scoring. Nicole
Dees and Haley Brodnick were also top
scorers with baskets being made by Jackquie
Price, Juliet Logan and Jessica Medina.
Jessica Medina and Jamie Rinetti put pres-
sure on St. Isidore with strong defense
throughout the game. CCOP left the court
with a 22 to 17 victory.

•         •         •
CCOP # 71 defeated St. Raymond’s #75

by a score of 41 to 31. The game was a close
battle tied at 6 after one quarter. CCOP started
to pull away, up by 6 at halftime. CCOP
dominated the boards with 35 total led by
Brandon Kirk with 12 and Drew Bland with
9. This win pushed CCOP’s record to 3 and
1.

•         •         •
SM/SC 6th Grade Girls American League

team traveled to Danville Sunday to put their
unbeaten record on the line against St.
Isidore’s, where they promptly walked into
a buzz saw. After scoring the game’s first
point, they went stone cold from the field,
missing on 9 straight attempts and falling
behind 10-1. They rallied a bit to pull within
6 at the half, but their continued shooting
woes coupled with getting slaughtered on the
boards prevented them from mounting a real
attack. St. Izzie’s was able to pull away
slowly to a 29-10 win. Amanda Montano and
Delaney Sommerhauser had solid games
against a swarming defense. Dana Anex had
her best game of the season at both ends.

•         •         •
SM/SC 6th grade girls (#6005) took on

St. Joan's (#6010), losing 17-10. Outstand-
ing defense and rebounding efforts for SM/
SC were turned in by Samantha Swartz,
Jessica Elfin and Ashley Breyer. The effort on
offense for SM/SC was led by Alyssa Gonzalez,
Samantha Swartz and Julie Maruskin.

•         •         •
SM/SC 5th grade girls (#5011) lost a

hard-fought battle against St. Isidore's (5009)
16-10. The lead went back and forth until the
final minutes. On offense, top scorers were
Courtney Ganguet - 6 points, Hannah Borjon
- 2 points and Breeyn Lasit - 2 points. Leading
the defense with steals were Courtney Ganguet
with 5 steals, Jamie Winter and Madeline
Hyde with 3 each, Hannah Borjon, Alex
Winkler and Breeyn Lasit with 2 apiece.
Rounding out the defense with top rebounds
were Jamie Winter - 9, Courtney Ganguet -
8, Alex Winkler and Breeyn Lasit with 7 each
and Cassandra Chavira with 5. Jamie Winter
and Courtney Ganguet had the most jump
balls.

•         •         •
5th grade boys SM/SC (514) played a

fantastic game against St. Isidore's (510).
Final score was 11 to 15. Scoring points for
SM/SC were Ryan Eckles, Michael Eckles,
Tyler Stanley and Connor Jones with an at the
buzzer shot. There was great rebounding by
Nathan White, Chris Ayon and Spencer
Herrera. Curtis McDonnell did a great job
holding onto the ball.

•         •         •
SM/SC 4th grade girls (4004) took on St.

Isidore (4002), winning 26 to 2. Samantha
Dukes led the team in scoring with 10 points.
Jennifer Gibson added 6 points and Alexandra
Lonsinger had 4 points. Holly Julson, Mila
Steinberg and Maggie Sneed scored two
points each. Madison Jackson and Taylor
Peterson led a defense that held St. Isidore to
two points. SM/SC team continued to play
dominating defense and well rounded offense
in their 4th game.

•         •         •
An exciting comeback fell 2 points short

as the Hot Shots (SM/SC, 3015) lost to
CCOP (3011) 14-12. After trailing 12-4
earlier in the game, the Hot Shots came within
1 basket of tying the score. Madison Kahwaty,
Jenni Kovisto, Maddie Stewart, Alyssa Silva,
and Regan Widenfeld all scored for the Hot
Shots. Courtney Hayes and Sydney Mendoza
were the top rebounders while Talina Quezada
had multiple steals for the Hot Shots’ de-
fense.

•         •         •
SM/SC 3rd grade girls defeated St.

Joan's 8 to 4. SM/SC took an early lead with

baskets by Arianna Salcido in the first half.
Contributing to the offense were Nicole
Bartels and Ashley Lamb with take-aways
and great plays. The defense played equally
well, led by Katie Dabney, Emily Jones and
Taylor Sullivan.

•         •         •
SM/SC boys 3rd grade vs. St. Joan of Arc

SM/SC Golden Dragons played a fantastic
game. Final score was 18 to 4 Golden
Dragons. Brandon Williams scored a total of
11 points. Eamon Smith scored 5 points, and
Eathan Arrowsmith scored 2 points. All of
the Golden Dragons played solid defense, as
well as an awesome offense.

•         •         •
The SM/SC 1st & 2nd grade boys

Cougars (2BN10) took on 1st & 2nd Grade
team 2BN1 on Saturday. Top offensive
players on the Cougars Saturday were Grant
Thrailkill, Nicholas Meléndez and Max
Higgins all scoring for the team. The Cougars
also played a very solid game of defense with
Noah Lignell, J.T. Kelly and Ethan Payne
leading the Cougars defense putting pressure
on opposing 2BN1. Alex Clarke led in
rebounds with Robert Sandoval, Jared Stanley
and Payne also contributing. It was a hard-
fought game all the way to the end with
everyone contributing.

•         •         •
SM/SC second grade boys. The Drag-

ons’ (2BN8) Christina Pitcher and Jayden
Hurskin led the offense with some great shots
and passing. The Terminators (2BN4) were
led by Dalton Johnston and Ryan Barney who
scored some great baskets. The Dragons’
Jacob Blaha and Jay Chok displayed some
great defense with their rebounding and
steals. Logan Greenough and Joshua Collon
were great on defense for the Terminators.

•         •         •
SM/SC 1st-2nd grade teams Wild Cats

(2BN5) and Dark Knights (2BN9) played a
close game with both teams displaying
strong skills, and the action moving quickly
up and down the court. Wild Cats offense was
led by Patrick Connolly and Nick Hill with
their passing and assists, and backed up by
Grant Dufek and JD Dougherty on defense.
Dark Knights’ Ryan Carlson and Michael
Honeycutt led in scoring and assists. David
Davisson and Jordan Bets played solid de-
fense with many rebounds and steals.

•         •         •
SM/SC 1st and 2nd grade boys 2BN7

Warriors vs. SM/SC 2BN3. Kyle Stow
scored his first basket of the Warriors season
while Enzo DeSantis and Eric Valdez had
many assists with their outstanding passing
skills . Trevor White was a team leader on the
court. Ryan Lortie and Logan Finch showed
their quickness with steals as Noah Wiesner
and Michael Norton played tenacious de-
fense. Robert Mullineaux and Wyatt Moseley
relentlessly crashed the boards. Ryan Ander-
son, Anthony Guerra and Jason Knight led
team 2BN3 with their tireless defense while
Owen Dawon, Kevin Lee and Ryan Wenzel
displayed great offensive teamwork. Both
teams hustled and worked hard the entire
game.

•         •         •
In the SM/SC 1st/2nd grade girls divi-

sion, the Super Shooters (SM/SC 2GN1)
played against the Lady Warriors (SM/SC
2GN3). The Super Shooters were led by
Jessica Keany and Tina Asemi making some
big buckets while on the defensive side of the
ball Jordan Briggs and Abbie Doyle forced
several turnovers and made key rebounds. For
the Lady Warriors, Kamryn Farro and Jordan
Goodwin led the offensive charge, with Haley
Thompson and Mallorie Stiner providing a
strong defensive effort for an extremely fun
and entertaining game.

Livermore Girls JV
Livermore High School JV girls basket-

ball team defeated Heritage High School 64
to 36 in a Dec. 1 game. Samantha Schiller was
racking and attacking for 14 points. Mindy
Morettini drove in 10 pts. and Katy Jones
crashed in another 11. Great rebounding by
Nicole MacDougall with 11 boards for the
night. Pushing the ball up court was Alyse
Kline with 7 points and Ashley Holmes with
4 points. Great hustle by the bigs Lexi
Martin, Jessica Beckwith and Katherine Fraser.
Pressure defense by McKenzie Hubert, Krissy
Rollins and Claudine Seriani sealed the win.

On Dec. 3, the Livermore JV defeated
Arroyo High School 48 to 34 in a very
physical game. Ashley Holmes buried 18
points with 5 steals to lead the Livermore
squad. The Livermore team missing two
guards due to illness. Got great games from
Samantha Schiller (7 pts), Krissy Rollins (6
pts) and Nicole MacDougall (4 pts) who
really pressured the fast Arroyo team. Deny-
ing the easy shots in the lane was Claudine
Seriani, Katherine Fraser and Jessica Beckwith
for Livermore. Shooting well at the charity
line late in the game were Katy Jones,
McKenzie Hubert and Lexi Martin.

Adult Sports Leagues
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park

District is gearing up for two adult sports
winter leagues for 2009. Basketball and
volleyball will begin this winter and will be
held through spring 2009.

Adult Basketball Winter 2009 League
sign-ups are being accepted through Wednes-
day, Dec. 17. Teams can sign up from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at the Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Ave. The fee is $725
per team, based on six-team leagues, 10
games and playoffs for the top four teams.
Awards are given to play-off champions. To
register, teams must turn in completed roster,
waiver and fees.

Basketball games will be played at 6:30,
7:30 and 8:30 p.m. Sundays beginning Jan.
11. High and low divisions are offered to
include a range of skill levels. Playoffs are
scheduled for April.

Adult Volleyball Winter 2009 League
registration begins Monday, Jan. 5, and runs
through Friday, Feb. 13. Two coed leagues
are offered, a high and a low. The cost is $460
per team, based on a six-team league, 10
games and playoffs for the top four teams.
Individual players can be placed on a “free
agent” list for teams needing more players.

Volleyball games will be played at 6:30,
7:30 and 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays beginning
March 3. Playoffs are scheduled for May. All
games will be held at the Robert Livermore
Community Center gymnasium.

Drop-in volleyball is also available to the
public during the month of February. Drop-
in times are from 7 to 9 p.m. Feb. 3 and 10,
and from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 17 and 24. Drop-
in volleyball is $3.

For a team registration packet, contact
Beanie Lucivero at 925-373-5732 or
blucivero@larpd.dst.ca.us. For more infor-
mation, visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us or
www.eteamz.com/larpdadultsports.

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks finished in

3rd place at the Pacific Swimming 14 and
under Championships this past weekend in
Pacifica.

Maxime Rooney (age 10) and Bryan
Hughes (age 13) brought home Individual
High Point Awards. Team Records were set
by Rachel Knowles 11-12 year old girls 1650
free, Nick Silverthorne 13-14 boys 200 free
and 200 back and Bryan Hughes in age 13-
14 year old boys 500 free and 400 IM.

Other strong swims were by Brian Lee,
Marissa Brown, Maggie Woods, Frank
Horpel, Analese Chinn, Chris Dourov, Kayla
Lindsay, Nadia Nguyen, Adrien Rooney,
Eva Chung, Elise Cox, Hannah Folmar, Cate
MacGregor, Bernadine Martin, Lillian Sun,
Katie Woods, Kevin McLaughlin, Jonathan
Ong, Tony Shen, Alex Wang, Caleb Wang
and Nick Johnston.

The National Team of the Pleasanton
Seahawks had a strong showing at Winter
National in Atlanta Georgia. Catherine Breed
placed sixth in the 1650. Her time was
16.17.91, which is an new 15-16 Pacific
Swimming record that was formerly held by
Natalie Coughlin. Allison Brown also had
strong swims in the 1650 and the 400
Individual Medley.

Swim Meet
The City of Pleasanton’s Dolores

Bengtson Aquatic Center will be the host site
for a large swim meet this weekend.

The Pleasanton Seahawks Swim team
will host a two-day swim meet that begins on
Saturday, December 13, and continues
through Sunday, December 14. The meet is
expected to draw about 1,100 swimmers who
will begin to arrive each morning at 6:30
a.m., with competition beginning at 8:00
a.m. The meet will continue each day until
approximately 4:00 p.m.

The city of Pleasanton has been working
closely with both organizations to develop
plans for a both a successful competition and
reduced impact on the neighborhoods sur-
rounding the Aquatic Center, located at 4455
Black Avenue near Santa Rita Road.

Congested traffic conditions are antici-
pated on Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue
each morning as the swimmers begin to arrive
for the day’s competition. Accordingly, City
staff has developed a traffic flow system for
the Aquatic Center to facilitate competitor
drop-off, and participants have been notified
of pre-designated parking locations that would
reduce the impacts on the surrounding neigh-
borhoods.

For more information, please contact Ian
Anderson at (925) 931-3423.

Basketball Tournament
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park

District will host the third annual Holiday
Classic Youth Basketball Tournament this
month. The tournament will be held Dec. 20
to 22 and Dec. 27 to 29 in the gymnasium at
the Robert Livermore Community Center.

The event is open to the CYO and AAU
youth sports teams from fourth to eighth
grade. The cost is $189 per team. Each team
will play a minimum of three games. Each
player and up to two coaches will receive a
“Holiday Classic” T-Shirt for participating.
Registration for the tournament fills up fast
- teams must sign up by Monday, Dec. 15.
Admission for spectators is $3 for adults and
free to youth 17 and younger.

Registration packets are available in the
gym office at the Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. For
more information, contact Michael Sa at 925-
373-5733 or msa@larpd.dst.ca.us.

Xtreme Spring Tryouts
The Livermore Xtreme 12U girls Fastpitch

softball team is holding spring tryouts for
their Under-12 competitive softball travel
team on Saturday Dec 13 from 9am-11am.
For more information including tryout loca-
tions, call Craig LaRont at 925-449-6609.

Fastpitch Player Needed
Mavericks 14b girls fastpitch softball

team looking for an additional player, team
starting up Feb. 2009. Email
LivermoreMavericks@comcast.net for in-
formation.

Baseball Camps
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach

David Perotti is hosting two different three
day winter camps on December 21-23. Each
camper will receive individual instruction
from coaches and Livermore High players, a
snack each day and a camp shirt. The 5-12 year
old camp costs $135 and runs from 9:00-
12:00 everyday. Register before December
15th (post marked), pay only $115. The 13-
16 year old camp costs $100 and is from
12:30-2:30 everyday. This camp is $85 if
postmarked by December 15th. For more info
to sign up please contact David Perotti at
(925) 586-2811 or lvbinfo@yahoo.com or
check website www.eteamz.com/lvb

Lacrosse Registration
Livermore Phantom lacrosse Club Reg-

istration is now open for Livermore Phantom
Lacrosse Spring 2009 season. Accepting
both experienced and beginner girls and boys
ages 8 through 14 (U15). Whether a returning
player or brand new to the game of lacrosse
- this is an opportunity to become part of the
fastest growing and most unique youth sport
in the nation. The season begins in late
January and continues through mid-May. For
more information on the Phantom Lacrosse
experience and detailed instructions on reg-
istration requirements, please visit
www.phantomlacrosse.org or contact Bob
Mezeul at 925-425-9901.

PGSL Registration
2009 Registration is open for all divi-

sions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls Soft-
ball League.  All girls living in Pleasanton,
Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play PGSL
softball.  Two ways to register: 1) On-line at
www.pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-in:
PGSL, P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton, CA94566
(download a registration form from our
website).  For more information or questions
you can email Nancy Costa at
nancy.c@pleasantonsoftball.org.

Softball Skills Clinic
Softball Skills Clinic conducted by Julie

Marshall’s Triple Threat Training, along
with special guest, UCLA’s All American,
Lyndsey Klein, will be held on Dec. 22nd
from 9am – 2pm at Amador Valley High
School.  The program will include hitting,
throwing, defense, bunting, and sliding. 
The clinic is for kids from 8 years old up
through 8th grade. The cost for the clinic is
$100.  There is an additional fee for those who
wish to have a Hitting Video Analysis done
as well.  For more information and registra-
tion documents, please email Julie Marshall
at Marsh32@yahoo.com.

Baseball Camp
Winter Junior Renegades Youth Base-

ball Camp, presented by Ohlone College
Baseball, Dec. 20-22, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
Junior Renegades Youth Baseball Camp
provides opportunity for players ages 7-14 to
receive instruction from Ohlone coaches and
current players. Daily instruction will in-
clude aspects of hitting, bunting, base run-
ning, throwing & fielding, and strength &
conditioning. Fee $150. Information, call
coach Jordan Twohig 510-659-6194. Down-
load a registration form at
www.ohlonebaseball.com

Sports Field Info
Visit www.pleasantonsports.org to learn

if a Pleasanton city park or school sports field
is open this winter. Some fields are closed as
the result of maintenance, while others close
as the result of inclement weather.

Residents can learn the status of fields at
the Pleasanton Sports Park, Val Vista Park,
Amador Community Park, Muirwood Park,
Upper Bernal Field, and all fields at Pleasan-
ton elementary, middle school and high
schools.

Residents can obtain the same informa-
tion by calling the frequently updated Sports
Field Weather Line at (925) 931-5360. For
more information, please contact Mark Spiller
at (925) 931-5345.
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President Barbara Hoffman and Treasurer Michelle Rosenberg representing local riding club, Tri Valley Trail
Blazers, delivered a check for $700 to Hoofprints On The Heart Adaptive Riding Center. Receiving the gift
were volunteers; Barbara Soules and Peggy James, Directors; Dave  West, ranch manager and Katy Kempton,
Ranch Caretaker.  The HOTHARC is operating at Hagemann Farm.  For information on how to volunteer or
to make a tax-deductable contribution go to the website: www.HOTHARC.com.  The check represents  the
profits from the Trail Blazers'  Oct 5 Poker Ride, an annual fund raiser for the club members who are active
trail riders and trail advocates based in the Livermore area.  The event began and ended at Caballo Loco at
Del Valle. It was open for hikers as well as horseback riders on the 6 mile ride receiving poker cards along
the way. A tri-tip BBQ was held after the ride/hike.  Winning poker hands and raffle prizes were announced.
For membership and activities of the Trail Blazers visit the website at www.TriValleyTrailblazers.org. Hoofprints
On The Heart Adaptive Riding Center is a non-profit founded by three women with various life experiences
having a common dream of pairing horses with special gifts to people with special needs.  Many disabled
people are not able to participate in traditional recreational or sports activities.  Horseback riding offers a
chance to be successful in a unique activity while receiving educational and therapeutic benefits.

been lost in most other sports,”
he says.

The objective of Ultimate is
to catch the disc in the
opponent’s end zone. Play be-
gins when the defensive team
throws, or “pulls” the disk to the
opposing team. Players throw the
disc to their teammates to move
it down the field. Players cannot
run with the disc. They must re-
lease it within ten seconds of a
catch.

Ultimate is described as a tran-
sition game, because players
change from offense to defense
with each turnover. Possession of
the disc constantly changes
hands, with few interruptions to
play. A turnover can happen
when the disc is dropped, thrown
out of bounds, or simply not
caught; if the defending team
intercepts or blocks the disc; or
if an offensive player does not
release the disc quickly enough.

It’s this fast pace, with pos-
session of the disc constantly
changing, and near continuous
play that appeals to many Ulti-
mate players. “It’s beautiful
when you get a good offensive
run going,” says Granada senior
Vince Carpenter. “Sometimes the
passing is just gorgeous.”

Another Granada senior
David Reardon adds that there

Seventy departmental DUI
saturation patrols, five sobriety
checkpoints and 14 warrants
teams along with freeway satura-
tion by the  California Highway
Patrol centering on Christmas
and New Year’s weeks  are on tap
for the Avoid the 21 winter holi-
day crackdown in Alameda
County.

The three-week enforcement
blitz starts at the first minute of
Friday,  Dec. 12, and ends at mid-
night on New Year’s Day. Avoid
the 21 starts  its tenth year, with
6,325 DUI suspects in handcuffs
since 1998 over  the year-end
holidays.

Avoid the 21 is part of a nine-
county San Francisco Bay Area
law  enforcement coalition mo-
bilized against the pain, death
and property  damage drunk or
drugged drivers often cause.
Avoid the 21 refers to the 21 law
enforcement agencies in
Alameda County.

A 100-officer DUI strike team
will kick off the campaign on
opening  night, meeting in Dub-
lin for a police briefing and fan-
ning out over  the county to find,
test and arrest DUI suspects all
night long. Lt.  Mike Peretti of
the Livermore Police Dept., cam-
paign coordinator, will  com-
mand the team.

Another large strike team will

ULTIMATE
(continued from page one)

concentrate on the Oakland Coli-
seum on  Sunday, Dec. 21, as the
Oakland Raiders face off against
the Houston  Texans.

There are similar countywide
campaigns in 41 of California’s
counties,  covering 98 percent of
the state, all requesting that driv-
ers dial 911  to report drunk driv-
ers.

“Police look for specific driv-
ing behaviors to show us that a
driver  may be drunk or high,”
Peretti said. “The public can look
for them too  and let us know.”

“The most obvious is weav-
ing and swerving in and out of
lanes, but  also be on the alert for
driving too slow or too fast, brak-
ing for no  reason, making wide
turns, driving with turn signals
on and signaling  one way and
turning the other.”

Last year marked the first time
in 10 years that alcohol-related
fatalities declined in California,
according to California Office of

Traffic Safety Director Christo-
pher J. Murphy, falling off by 6.7
percent from 2006 and 2007.
Murphy credits the growth of the
countywide Avoid campaigns for
contributing to the reduction.

DUI injuries in Alameda
County took a 10 percent dive
in the last five  years, standing at
960 in 2007, compared with
1065 in 2003. DUI deaths  rose
from 37 to 40 in the same period.

Each police agency will send
out saturation patrols looking for
impaired drivers and will empha-
size DUI with officers on regular
beats. Many will offer advanced
training at their daily briefings.

The Alameda County Chiefs
of Police and Sheriff’s Associa-
tion sponsors  Avoid the 21; the
California Office of Traffic Safety
funds it through  the National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration with a nearly $1  mil-
lion three-year grant.

Law Enforcement Departments
Target DUI During the Holidays

are a lot of second chances in
Ultimate because the disc stays
in the air such a long time. Fresh-
man Brandon Mori says he likes
Ultimate because all of the play-
ers come in contact with the disc
a lot, unlike other sports.

Senior Mario De Sousa started
Granada’s Ultimate team, which
is technically a club, this fall. He
spent years watching his uncle
play with U.C. Berkeley’s UGMO

Ultimate team and began prac-
ticing with the Las Positas Col-
lege team last spring.

“They were so welcoming,
which is surprising because Las
Positas is a nationally ranked
team. Other teams might not have
time to teach a high school kid
the ropes,” he says. “They en-
couraged me to start a team at
Granada.”

A total of 30 Granada High

School students joined the Ulti-
mate team. They practice 3-4
times a week and many players
join in pick up games on the
weekends.

For more information on Ulti-
mate, visit the website of the Ul-
timate Players Association at
www.upa.org.

Winning poetry and arts grant-
ees were praised at Monday's
Livermore City Council meeting.

Livermore Poet Laureate
Connie Post and the city spon-
sored a poetry writing contest.
There were 24 entries.

The winners were announced
at the meeting. Honorable men-
tion went to Chuck McConoghy
for "Just Perfect," Hector
Timourian for "The Last Winter,"
and Julie Orvis for "Watercolor
Made Transparent." Third place,
which included a $50 award,
went to Brittany Jessic for "Sticky
Notes." A 2nd place $100 check
was awarded to Alexa Malloy for
her poem, "Tidepools." The win-
ning entry was submitted by Vir-
ginia Caswell, "Wild Rain." She
received $250.

Post commented, "The goal of
the contest was to inspire words,
literature and language in the
community."

Livermore Mayor Marshall
Kamena added, "The results
speak for themselves."

In addition, a total of $19,650
in funding was awarded to four
groups by the Commission for
the Arts. There were ten appli-
cants.

Chosen to receive the first
grants handed out under the pro-
gram were the California Inde-
pendent Film festival, $4650 for
student programs; Livermore
Valley Opera, $5000 for outreach
to seniors and students; Liver-
more Valley Performing Arts Cen-
ter, $5000 for in school perfor-
mances; and Shakespeare's Asso-
ciates, $5000 for stage construc-
tion.

Peggy Riley, representing
Shakespeare's Associations,
complimented the council for its
vision in implementing pro-
grams to support the arts. She
expressed optimism concerning
the future of the arts locally and
nationwide. Riley talked about
President-elect Barack Obama's
dedication to the arts. "He is the
first chief executive with a com-
prehensive plan to engage the

arts in moving forward." He is the
first to create a post to accom-
plish that.

Livermore Valley Opera
board president John Shirley was
pleased with the grant. He noted
that the downturn in the economy
has impacted ticket sales. "This
grant will help. We still need
funds. However, what we really
want is people showing up and
buying tickets. The company is
rated one of the four best in the
Bay Area."

Poetry, Grant Awards Handed Out

Kristin Allen, a junior at Vineyard High School, was honored
November 19 as the Livermore Rotary Club’s November Student of
the Month.

Vineyard’s flexible scheduling allows Karen to train for competi-
tions as an acrobatic gymnast while maintaining a 4.1 grade point
average. She and her partner recently won a silver medal in interna-
tional competition in Glasgow, Scotland. She is currently training
for the World Games next June in Taiwan. Her other interests are in
art and the field of nutrition.

Karen’s award includes a plaque from the Rotary Club and gift
certificates from Carl’s Jr., Richard’s, Cold Stone Creamery, Granada
Bowl and Cinema West.

The California Independent
Film Festival plans to increase
its outreach to seniors and stu-
dents with the funds it received.
Last year a pilot program involv-
ing students from the Livermore
Valley Charter School was a suc-
cess with 150 kids participating.
Now all middle schools have
been invited to take part in cre-
ating films to be shown during
the annual festival. In addition,
Pleasanton high schools are be-
ing included in the invitation.

Rotary Honors Student of the Month
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Grace M. Beck
Grace Beck, 91, a native of

New York, died suddenly on No-
vember 24, 2008.  She was born
July 14, 1917.

Grace resided in Pleasanton
for the past 22 years, and was a
volunteer at the Medical Library
at ValleyCare Medical Center.
She was a longtime member at
St. Philips in Dublin, where pri-
vate service were held.  Grace is
survived by her loving family,
daughter, Carole of Mountain
View, and brother, Ceasar Bottari
of Ellenton, FL.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her  husband
Arnold who passed away in 2005,
and her two sisters, Jeanne and
Botte.

At the families request, please
send contributions to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, 7000 Village
Parkway, Ste E, Dublin, CA
94568

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Janet Marie Allison
Janet Marie Allison passed

away unexpectedly at her home
in Livermore on November 28,
2008. Janet was born in 1966 and
raised in Alameda County; she
graduated from Granada High
School in 1984. Janet had many
ways of relaxing, reading was one
of her favorites.

Janet was preceded in death
by her grandparents

Janet is survived by her mother
Mary Ann (stepfather John) Leal
of Livermore, her father; Robert
(stepmother Sharon) Allison of
Santa Rosa, her siblings Robert
M. (Jaylene) Allison of
Brentwood, Lisa (Ralph)
Jacobsen, Richard Leal of Grass
Valley, James Leal of Idaho and
Misty Allison. Janet is also sur-
vived by many nieces and neph-
ews, all of whom were very dear
to her.

A Chapel Blessing service was
held December 4 in Livermore.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Raul Alvarez
The patriarch of the Alvarez

family, Chief Master Sergeant
Raul Alvarez, US Air Force Re-
tired, passed from this earth sur-
rounded by his wife, children and
grandchildren on November
29th 2008. He lived a long and
fulfilling life and will be remem-
bered by many. Raul was born
on Feb. 15th 1924 in Fresno, CA.

In 1942, after finishing school
at the Spanish American Institute,
he enlisted in the Army. He was
assigned to the 10th Air Base
Communications Detachment as
a cryptographic/message techni-
cian. A veteran of WWII he first
served in India with communi-
cations support for the combat
cargo task force. He was later sta-
tioned at Chanyi Air Base, China
in Jan. 1945 as part of the 14th
Air Force, General Chennault’s
famous Flying Tigers. He re-
turned to the States in Jan 1946.
His distinguished military career
in the Air Force spanned 29 years
including support for the Korean
and Vietnam wars. He rose to the
rank of Chief Master Sergeant, a
rank reserved for only 1% of the
entire enlisted members in the Air
Force and the pinnacle of an en-
listed member’s career.

Raul served overseas in Ger-
many, Saudi Arabia, Newfound-
land, Morocco, Greenland, and
Okinawa, as well as numerous
stations here in the States, his fi-
nal station was Hickam AFB in
Hawaii. Raul earned two Air
Force Commendation Medals
and became one of the few en-
listed men to receive the Legion
of Merit, normally awarded to
high ranking officers.

After retiring from the military
in 1971 he began his 18-year ca-
reer with the US Postal Service
retiring in 1989. He spent 14
years as a mail carrier, walking
the route and getting to know the

people he delivered mail to.
Later, after hanging up his mail
pouch, his duties included train-
ing new employees and assisting
in the daily operations at the Liv-
ermore Post Office.

In 1950 Raul married the “girl
next door” Theresa M. Espinosa
in Los Angeles. He is survived
by his wife Terry and their five
children Paul, Jim, Steve, Maria
and Patrick; his brother Emilio;
daughters-in-law Karen, Pam,
Dawn, and Jennifer; son-in-law
Javier Carrasco; grandchildren
Kristina and spouse Steve,
Rachel, Alicia and spouse Adam,
Heather, Eddie, Sarah, Paul
Michael, Katherine, Danielle;
Antony, Gabriel and Ava; great-
grandchildren Taylor, Alexandra
and Zechariah. He is loved dearly
and will be missed.

Mass of the Resurrection was
celebrated Dec. 10 at St.
Michael's Catholic Church in
Livermore. Burial with Full Mili-
tary Honors followed at St.
Michael's Catholic Cemetery,
Livermore.

Memorial donations can be
made to St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital at www.StJude.org.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Constance Grubb
Constance Joyce Grubb died

November 23, 2008 in Pleasan-
ton at the age of 71. Her family
was by her side.

Constance was born on July
17, 1937. She graduated from
Chalker High School in Chalker,
Ohio and later obtained a liberal
arts degree from Chabot Junior
College, Hayward. She worked
at various jobs throughout her
life, finally retiring from Marshal
Industries in Milpitas as an IC
inspector. She enjoyed crochet,
crafts, flower arranging, sewing,
cooking, family get togethers
and long talks on the phone.

She was a devoted and cher-
ished mother, grandmother and
friend. She was a beloved aunt,
great aunt and cousin to many.
She will be missed by all who
loved her.

She is survived by her chil-
dren Stephen Grubb Jr. of Prescott
Valley, AZ, Joyce L. Lindsey of
Troutdale, OR, and Janet L. Priolo
of Livermore; a sister Judy Java
of Quincy, eight grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.
She was preceded in passing by
her parents Phillip F. Jones of
Cortland, Ohio, and Florence E.
Cottle of Phoenix, AZ.

Memorial services were held
Dec. 6 in Pleasanton.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial
contribution may be made to the
American Cancer Society, 7000
Village Parkway, Suite E., Dub-
lin, CA, 94568; please include
Constance's name.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Philip G. Fleming
Philip G. Fleming passed

away on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2008
in Pleasanton. He was 92 years
old. He was born August 12,
1916.

He was a Plastics & Elastomers
Research & Development Engi-
neer with Bendix Aviation Cor-
poration, Kansas City Division
from 1950 to 1959 and contin-
ued at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratories in Livermore,
from 1959 until his retirement in
1983. He had resided in Liver-
more since 1959. He is a gradu-
ate of Lathrop Polytechnic and
continued his studies and in-
structed at the University of Kan-
sas.

He was a member of the
ASTM, ASM, SAMPE, VFW (Post
7265), Livermore-Pleasanton
Rod and Gun Club, and St.
Michael's Catholic Church.  He
served in the ROTC; Civilian
Technical Corps / Royal Air
Force (U.K.); USAAC 360/303
Bomb Group H (Hell’s Angels),
and USAF (Reserves) achieving

rank of Master Sergeant.
He was preceded in death by

his wife, Josephine of 56 years in
1993. He is survived by his chil-
dren Philip J. Fleming of Colo-
rado Springs, CO; Patricia J. (Mrs.
John) Dicas of Hoover, AL; Will-
iam H. Fleming of Tualitin, OR;
Jeffery S. Fleming, 1twelve
grandchildren and ten great
grandchildren.

Mass of the Resurrection will
be celebrated at 10 a.m. on
Thurs., Dec 11 at St. Michael's
Catholic Church, 458 Maple St.,
Livermore.  Burial will be at St.
Michael's Catholic Cemetery,
3885 East Ave in Livermore.

Please direct any memorial
gifts to a charity of choice.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Lee Parodi
On November 17, 2008, while

at home surrounded by family
and friends, Lee Parodi went
peacefully to be with The Lord.
She was born April 13, 1921.

Lee was married to Raymond
H. Parodi, Senior Master Chief,
Navy, in 1942 for 52 wonderful
years.  She was born in Trenton,
New Jersey to Joseph and Jeni
Natoli and lived there until she
was 13 years old.  Her family
moved to Oakland and she lived
there until 1998, when she finally
moved to Pleasanton to be close
to her children.  Grandma ‘On-
ion’ loved to make ceramics and
was an amazing cook.  She could
make anything from scratch and
was especially known for her
home-made raviolis.  What she
loved most was to be with her
family and spending time
‘babysitting’ her granddog
‘Baby’.

Lee was preceded in death by
her parents, her loving husband
and her sister Josephine
Trinchero.  She is survived by her
son Raymond Parodi
(Gardnerville, NV) and daughter
Diane Hall (Pleasanton, CA).
Also by her grandchildren Rob-
ert Means (Hayward, CA), Tony
and Katy Parodi (Gardnerville,
NV), Lisa Davis (Livermore) and
Jenny Ebbers (Pleasanton), and
her great-grandchildren Tami
Davis (Livermore), Maizey and
Mason Parodi (Gardnerville,
NV), Alexis Ibarra (Livermore)
and Ellen and Kimberly Ebbers
(Pleasanton), also numerous
nieces and nephews.

A memorial will be held at 326
Diamond Ct, Pleasanton,  Sat.
Dec 13th at 11 a.m. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family would love a do-
nation to Hope Hospice or the
Make a Wish Foundation.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Elvieta Pauline Wilson (Kohler)
Our grandma, Elvieta Wilson,

aged 95, passed away peacefully
in her sleep the morning of No-
vember 16, 2008. She was a re-
cent resident of Eden Villa As-
sisted Care Facility, and a Pleas-
anton/ Livermore area resident
for the past 30 years.

Elvieta was born on March
27, 1913 to Charles and Kate
(Carstensen) Kohler in Clinton,
Iowa. Grams loved telling stories
of her childhood growing up on
a small farm in Iowa in a time
when electricity and indoor
plumbing were not yet available.
Her mother was an incredible
gardener and her father an ex-
traordinary handyman, thus the
family was fairly self sufficient.
Grams days as a child were care-
free and void of worry.

Elvieta met her future hus-
band, Harold, one rainy night
when his car got stuck in the mud
and he had to hike to her parents’
house for help. They were mar-
ried in Carbon Cliff, Illinois in
1931.

Elvieta was preceded in death
by her husband, Harold, her son,
Bob, and her loving daughter in
law, Kay. We know you are in a
happier place Grams. She is sur-
vived by her three grandchildren
and their families: Bill and Dawn
Wilson (Chelsea and Ryan) of
Pleasanton , Kathi and Steve
Finley (Bill Matoza) of Castro
Valley, and Trish Wilson and
Terry Joy (Katy and Colin Joy)
of Arroyo Grande.

Wayne Albin Jensen
Wayne Albin Jensen was born

in Livermore on March 10, 1945.
He graduated from Livermore
High School in 1963 and Chico
State with honors in 1967.

He worked in accounting
then went to law school in Sacra-
mento. He studied for one semes-
ter in Exeter, England. He later
moved to Independence, Mis-
souri, where he met and married
his wife in 1974. He and Kim had
daughters - Margaret, Susan,
Emily and Audrey. He worked for
the government in Kansas City,
retired as a data analyst. He went
on disability retirement in 2003.
He passed away Dec. 1, 2008
from complications related to
Parkinson's Disease.

Services were held Dec. 5 in
Livermore.

He is survived by his four
daughters, a granddaughter,
brothers Gary Jensen of Liver-
more, Bruce Jensen of Oakland
and his mother Viola Jensen of
Livermore.

Lights of the Valley http://
lightsofthevalley.com, which
showcases the most elaborate
and best decorated Christmas
homes in Northern California is
celebrating its 10th year of op-
eration. Featured in print and
promoted on numerous radio and
TV stations each year, the Lights
of the Valley website is the most
comprehensive website avail-
able to find the best decorated
Christmas houses in Northern
California.

Started in 1999 by Livermore
resident and web design com-
pany owner Alex Dourov, the site
has grown from its initial 25
homes in two counties to over
450 homes in 19 counties across
all of Northern California. Alex
funds the operation of the site
himself and puts in approx 100
hours each year updating the site,
and during December, he up-
dates on a daily basis. This is his
“community service” project
each year to the residents in
Northern California.

The site was used by over
125,000 unique visitors last year
(from a low of 9,400 in an early
year of operation) and is on track
to come close to 250,000 unique

The Livermore Farmers' Mar-
ket is open on Sundays through
the winter months.

The market is open on Sec-
ond Street between J and K streets
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Shoppers at the Livermore
Winter Farmers’ Market can find
such things as winter Squash,
apples, persimmons, oranges,
walnuts, sweet potatoes, broccoli,
turnips, parsnips, mixed greens,
strawberries from southern Cali-
fornia, hot house tomatoes, fresh
cut flowers and other seasonal
favorites.

The market will also feature
freshly-made crepes, artisan
breads, freshly-baked pies and
other gourmet items.

visitors this year.
The website is praised by all,

particularly the elderly and
homebound, who are now able
to enjoy the beautiful sights and
sounds of Christmas in their
community, without having to
venture outside.

The database driven site of-
fers many features besides just
finding decorated homes in your
community. It also displays
homes that Alex Dourov has des-
ignated as “must see," homes
with synchronized lights and
music (including videos), as well
as a feature - the House of the
Day - which showcases on par-
ticularly elaborate home each
day of the Christmas season. The
website even provides a very
simple set of instructions on how
anyone can display the House of
the Day on his or her own website,
Facebook or MySpace page.
Radio stations KKIQ, KKDV,
KUIC along with organizations
like the San Jose Police Officer
Association and the Alameda
County Deputy Sheriffs Associa-
tion display the House of the Day
on their own websites.

Website Shines Light
On Holiday Decorations

Livermore
Farmers Market
Open Sundays
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SPECIAL SERVICES PLANNED

The combined choirs of Centerpointe Presbyterian Church and
Resurrection Lutheran Church will present the Lessons and Carols
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. here in the Lutheran church sanctuary.

The program includes nine scripture readings starting with proph-
ecy in the Old Testament through the story of Jesus’ birth in the
gospel of Luke. Each scripture reading is followed by a hymn or
choir anthem.

The tradition started in Cambridge, England by Kings College.
Musical numbers will include familiar favorites such as O Come All
Ye Faithful, Angels We Have Heard on High and Silent Night. The
audience is invited to sing along on some numbers.

The choirs will be accompanied by a string quartet from Sycamore
Strings Academy and the church organ.

The suggested donation is $10, which will go to support the
choirs at the two churches. Resurrection Lutheran’s choir is directed
by Rob Lappa, while Katie Walda leads the Centerpointe choir.

Resurrection Lutheran is located at 7557 Amador Valley Boule-
vard in Dublin.

For additional information, please call  Centerpointe at 925-846-
4436 or see www.centerpointechurch.info.

The  Catholic Community of Pleasanton (CCOP) will present an
Advent/Christmas Music Concert on Fri., Dec. 19. Theme is "The
Journey, Silence, The Gift!"

The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Church,
4001 Stoneridge Dr, Pleasanton.

The CCOP Music Ministry of over 130 adults, teens, children,
even harp and cello will perform. The public is invited to attend.
Come early for good seating.

The concert is free, a free-will offering will be gratefully accepted.
Go to  http://catholicsofpleasanton.org/ and click on directions, or
call 925 484-5020.

Trinity Baptist Church will host it’s eighteenth annual Live Drive-
Thru Nativity presentation on Thursday, December 18 through Sun-
day, December 21, from 7 pm to 9 pm each evening.

The 30 minute presentation comes alive with over 300 volun-
teers, aged 5 to 75, along with live animals, as they recreate Mary’s
memories of Jesus’ birth. Attendees will view six live scenes with the
player’s dialog simultaneously broadcast through their car radio. In
previous years Trinity has recorded more than 2,200 people viewing
the presentation over the four nights.

The members of Trinity Baptist Church annually extend an invi-
tation to the community to share in the experience of Jesus’ birth
through their Live Drive-Thru Nativity presentation. The event has
become a tradition for many.

Senior Pastor, Dr. Jim Meek said, “It’s beautiful to see the commu-
nity coming together to witness the events surrounding the birth of
Jesus. The experience is unforgettable.”

For more information about Trinity Baptist Church and the Live
Drive-Thru Nativity visit their website at www.trinitylivermore.org
or call the church office at (925) 447-1848.

The church is located at 557 Olivina Ave. in Livermore.

Annual Live Drive-Thru
Nativity Open to the Public

CCOP Presents an Evening of
Advent/Christmas Music

Combined Choirs Perform
The Lessons and Carols

Valley Dance Theatre will per-
form its 28th annual full-length
production of the Tchaikovsky’s
holiday classic The Nutcracker
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400
First Street in Livermore, Decem-
ber 13-21.

Evening performances will
take place December 13, 19, and
20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. Matinee
performances will take place on
December 13, 20 and 21, 2008 at
2:00 p.m.

“There are many other produc-
tions called The Nutcracker in
the Bay Area each holiday sea-
son, but several important fea-
tures set ours apart,” says Valley
Dance Theatre founder and di-
rector Betsy Hausberg. “First,
ours is one of very few full-length
productions that portray the
complete Tchaikovsky master-
piece with all the magical splen-
dor of its music.

“Secondly, all public perfor-
mances are accompanied live by
the Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony pit orchestra. The produc-
tion also features carols by the
Harmony Fusion Chorus and the
Valley Concert Chorale prior to
the show and during the “snow”
scene, making for an especially
dynamic and memorable experi-
ence.

“Thirdly, our costumes are all
originals created for Valley
Dance Theatre. We are the only
ballet company that has its own
in-house designs,” explains
Hausburg, who donates her pro-
fessional costume design and
construction experience to the

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Volunteer Drivers needed, The Senior
Support Program of the Tri-Valley is looking
for Volunteer Drivers to transport seniors to
their medical appointments. The Senior Trans-
portation Program supplements existing
public and paratransit services by providing
rides via volunteer drivers. Volunteers must
have a valid driver¢s license, a registered
vehicle and carry personal automobile liabil-
ity insurance.  Please contact Jennifer Cullen
for more information at (925) 931-5387 or
email: ja.cullen@yahoo.com  

McNerney Campaign Thank You
Party/Tri-Valley Democratic Club,  meet-
ing (nomination of 2009 officers) and sea-
sonal potluck dinner  party, Dec. 15, 6:30 to
9 p.m.  The speaker is Leonardo Cerda an
indigenous youth activist from Ecuador fo-
cusing on issues related to climate, energy
and  sustainability.  He will make a  short
presentation with longer Q&A.  Public &

press are invited. Free admission.    IBEW
Hall 6250  Village Pkwy Dublin. Informa-
tion www.trivalleydems.com/

Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club meets Thursday, December 11, 2008,
at 7:00 p.m. at Alisal School, multipurpose
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.
Eric Nichols, program naturalist at the new
Alviso Adobe Community Park in Pleasan-
ton is the featured speaker. He is an East Bay
native who has enjoyed exploring the region
since early childhood. He has spent time on
American Indian reservations learning how to
live off the land and talking with elders. His
new position at the park will involve Provid-
ing information concerning the history of
Ohlone culture, native animals and plants,
and the history of the dairy industry in the
area. Visitors are welcome. For questions,
call Sally at 417-8809.

Parenting Your Aging Parent, class
will meet on December 17,  from 7 to 9 p.m.
at Amador Valley High School in Conference
Room B in the Library.  The class is free of
charge.  No previous sign up is required. The
topic for the evening will be “Hints for Happy
Holidays."  Members of the “sandwich”
generation shoulder multiple responsibili-

ties.  Often the emotional pressures of the
holidays ramp up tensions that spill over into
bad feelings and uncomfortable moments. 
Facilitator Ruth Gasten will provide some
tools and suggestions to create a positive and
warm atmosphere within the family.

Tri-Valley YMCA Leadership Acad-
emy opening January 5, 2009, located on
Hart, Harvest Park and Pleasanton Middle
school campuses.  Academy activities in-
clude: Homework Time, Club Activities,
Service Learning Projects, Team Building
Games, Leadership Training, Public Speak-
ing Opportunities, Interpersonal Communi-
cation Skills Development. Weekdays 3 to 6
p.m. Fees vary based on attendance plan.
Space is limited.  For more information or
registration, please contact: Kris Farro, Pro-
gram Director (925) 475-6110
kfarro@ymcaeastbay.org

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Dec. 13, 32 miles Berkeley Hills,
meet 10 a.m. Lafayette-Moraga Trail parking
lot, Mike Smith, 628-4333. Sat., Dec. 13, 10
miles tour of Christmas lights in Livermore,
meet 7 p.m. at intersection of First and O
streets, Bill Goodwin, 487-0521. Sun., Dec.
14, 25 miles, tour of Livermore area, meet 9
a.m. at Lucky Store on Holmes St., Bill
Goodwin, 487-0621. Wed., Dec. 17, 30
miles Heather Farm to Martinez, meet 10
a.m. at Heather Farm, Peter Rathmann, 336-
0973. Anyone planning to go on a ride is
asked to call the leader for details on where
to meet and what to bring.

Recruitment Grant Available, $500
for woman student pursuing a career in
education. Eligibility requirements: gradu-
ate of a high school in Livermore, Pleasanton
or Dublin, full-time student of upper division
or graduate standing as of fall 2009; must
have a good GPA. Deadline for applications
is March 20, 2009. The grant is awarded by
the local chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, an
international honor society for women edu-
cators. To receive an application form, send
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Kathy
Brooks, 1581 Oslo Ct., Livermore, CA
94550.

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA., happy hour Pleasanton, Dec. 19, 5
p.m. Sheraton Hotel, RSVP by Dec. 18 to
Lorraine, 846-5695. friendly bridge Dec. 20,
1 p.m. Pleasanton, RSVP by Dec. 18 to
Ruby, 462-9636. Birthday champagne brunch,
Faz Restaurant, Pleasanton, 11:45 a.m.,
RSVP by Dec. 17 with payment to Marsha,
830-8483.

New Year's Eve Party, Dec. 31, Elks
Lodge, 940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore. No
host cocktails 6:30 p.m., dinner by Chef
Carlos at 7:30 p.m. Champage toast at
midnight, music throughout. $35 per person.
Reservations required by Fri., Dec. 26,
RSVP to Tammy Sturgill, 437-0109 or Bill
Biehl at 443-7123/

Christmas Tree Recycling, Youth
groups representing the Livermore Boy Scouts
of America Troops #903, # 924, #931and
#939 have announced plans for their 33nd

Annual Christmas Tree Recycling event,
scheduled to take place on Saturday, January
3, 2009. For a small donation ($5 for green
trees or $10 for flocked/oversized trees),
scouts representing these four troops will
pickup your tree at the curbside of your home
for disposal and recycling. Residents and/or
businesses interested in this program can
make a reservation online at
www.scoutgreen.org or by calling 925-373-
7815. Reservations for pickup must be made
on or before December 28, 2008.

Furry Friends Rescue - Holiday Pet
Photos! Saturday, December 13, 12-3 p.m.
at Pet Food Express 39010 Paseo Padre
Pkwy, Fremont, Phone: 510.713.9999. The
professional portraits are sponsored by Furry
Friend’s Rescue and Weston Photography
with 20% of profits donated to Furry Friends
Rescue. Holiday Pet Portrait sessions in-
clude a free sitting, on-line proofing and print
ordering, option to purchase digital nega-
tives, and a broad selection of quality 4x8 and
5x7 holiday card templates. Visit
www.FurryFriendsRescue.org for event flyer
and more details.

Livermore Area Blood Drive, Friday,
December 12, 1-6:00 p.m. at Robert Liver-
more Community Center, 4444 East Av-
enue, Livermore. There is a severe shortage
of blood in the Bay Area, and only 3% of the
eligible people give blood. Please help save
a life by giving blood. The process takes 1-
1½ hours, and snacks and refreshments are
served after you donate. Must be 17 years old,
and have a form of identification with you.
To sign up, go to www.GiveLife.org, and use
94550 as the sponsor code. For more infor-
mation contact Tom Petty at 925-980-8164
or e-mail BloodDrive@asburylive.org.

Friends of the Vineyards, holiday party
at the Ravenswood Historic Site, 2647 Ar-
royo Rd. in Livermore. Dec. 21, 2 to 5 pm.
Bring a bottle of local wine and a festive dish-
finger foods, desserts, etc.--to share. Coffee
and other treats will be available. Holiday
music. For more information see www.fov.org
or call 447-8907.

Single adults of all ages are invited to
meet new single friends for the holidays,
Monday, December 15, 7-9 p.m., at the
Pleasanton Hotel, 855 Main St., Pleasanton.

$10 at the door includes a fun Holiday Mixer
Game, plus appetizers for those who arrive on
time. Adults of all ages are welcome. Festive
holiday attire is recommended. The party is
sponsored by The Society of Single Profes-
sionals, a division of American Singles
Education, Inc., the world’s largest nonprofit
singles organization. Anyone wishing more
information about this and many more parties
for singles should visit
www.ThePartyHotline.com or call 415/507-
9962.

Service news: Army Reserve Pvt. Ross
J. Dahl has graduated from basic military
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C., to
be a member of the Army National Guard or
Reserve Split-option Program. The program
allows students between their junior and
senior year of high school to attend national
guard or reserve weekend drills while still in
school and pursue a military career specialty
after they graduate from high school. He is the
son of Debbie Treese of Grass Valley, Greg
Dahl of Livermore. Dahl is currently a student
at Nevada Union High School, Grass Valley.
Air Force Airman Justin C. Sanders has
graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. He is the son of Denise and Robert
Sanders of Livermore. Sanders is a 2007
graduate of Granada High School, Liver-
more. Air Force Airman Joshua V. Ferrulli
has graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. He is the son of Lynnette Atkins of
Livermore. Ferrulli is a 2004 graduate of
Livermore High School. Air National Guard
Airman Stephenie L. Tatum has graduated
from basic military training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.  Tatum is
the daughter of Tylene Gredell and step-
daughter of Steve Gredell of Pleasanton.  Her
brother, Eric Heiling, also resides at the same
address. She is a 2004 graduate of Granada
High School, Livermore. Eric Stuckemeyer,
of Lebanon, Mo., enlisted in the Missouri
Army National Guard on Dec. 3. After basic
and advanced training, Stuckemeyer will
serve with Detachment 1, 1138th Military
Police Company. Until then, he will serve
with Company D of the Missouri Guard’s
Recruit Sustainment Program in Spring-
field. Stuckemeyer is supported in his deci-
sion to join the Guard by his parents, James
and Becky Feilzer, of Lebanon, his eight-
month old daughter, Karli May Stuckemeyer,
and his sisters, Stephanie Stuckemeyer and
Laura Stuckemeyer, both of Livermore.

RELIGION
Asbury United Methodist Church,

4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sun-
day worship. Dec. 14, 6 p.m. Christmas
Pageant followed by a soup and sandwich
supper. Information 447-1950.

St. Elizabeth Seton, Advent-Christmas
Concert, "The Journey silence . . . the Gift,"
Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m. 4001 Stoneridge Dr.,
Pleasanton. Children's choir, adult choir,
teen choir and instrumentalists to perform.
Information 484-5020.

The Light Shines Through Our Dark-
ness, Eucharistic retreat with Fr. Ed Shea,
O.F.M. on Thursday, January 8, 2009 at
7:00-9:00 pm at St. Charles Borromeo Catho-
lic Church, 1315 Lomitas Ave., in Liver-
more. Fr. Ed’s evening will be one of looking
at what or who is the light in our darkness and
how we can open ourselves up to let that light
shine in and through us. This will be done
though stories, song and celebration of the
Eucharist. Following the celebration a time
of fellowship will follow. A $5.00 free will
donation is suggested to go towards charity.
For more information contact Julie at
upcatholic@aol.com or 447-4549 ext 114.

Dealing with loss, of loved one, ses-
sions second and fourth Thursday starting
Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton.
Dates are Dec. 11, Jan. 8 and 22, Feb. 12 and
26 and March 12 and 26. Meetings open to
all regardless of religious orientation. Call
Mary at 846-5377 with questions.

Chanukah party, Sunday, December
21, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Bothwell Arts
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. Games and
activities for adults and kids.   Low-key,
potluck brunch. Bring a potato and dish to
share.   Also collecting new or very gently
used coats for One Warm Coat.   Secular
Humanistic candle-lighting ceremony. No
charge, donations accepted. For reservations
or info  contact CulturalJews@aol.com, Tri-
ValleyCulturalJews.org.

Christmas Sing-A-Long, Join Tri-Val-
ley Unity Church for this festive celebration
of carols, Sunday, Dec. 14, 6:00 to 8:30 pm.,
meeting at Old St. Raymond’s Church, 6600
Donlon Way, Dublin.  All are welcome.
(925) 829-2733; www.trivalleyunity.com

Tri-Valley Unity Church,  “Being an
Expression of Love” is the topic of Rev. Steve
Maynard’s sermon for the third Sunday of
Advent, Dec. 14,  meeting at Old
St.Raymond’s church, 6600 Donlon Way,
Dublin, at 10 a.m. Ongoing classes and
groups as well.  All are welcome.  (925) 829-
2733;  www.trivalleyunity.com

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre
presents a Children’s Holiday
Workshop production of "A
Christmas Carol, A Musical."

Performances will be Decem-
ber 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, and 21 at
the Studio Theatre in Pleasan-
ton.  This production is an ad-
aptation of the classic holiday
story of Scrooge with Christmas
Carols and Dance throughout
the story.

The workshop is directed by
John Baiocchi; vocal director is
Martie Muldoon with the assis-

company. “We create the designs
and do our own construction and
fittings with the help of volun-
teers. Most ballet companies out-
source costume making, but we
do it all ourselves.”

Valley Dance Theatre’s pro-
duction of The Nutcracker ballet
requires more than 200 costumes
for 50 dancers ranging in age
from five years old to adult. De-
signing and fitting costumes for
so many different sizes requires
creative flexibility and perfected
construction skills so that cos-
tumes hold up against the de-
mands of the dancers, yet exhibit
the beauty and elegance that is
expected of a professional bal-
let.

“We take no shortcuts in our
designs,” concludes Hausburg.
“Our costumes are very elaborate
because we use only high qual-
ity materials with strict attention
to detail. We’ve always run the
ballet company as if it were noth-
ing other than professional, and
so our costumes reflect that phi-
losophy.”

All seats to The Nutcracker
are reserved. Tickets are $31, $26
and $23 for adults and $17 for
students 17 years and younger.
They may be purchased online
at www.bankheadtheater.org or
by phone at 925-373-6800. Tick-
ets may also be purchased in per-
son at the theater box office, 2400
First St., Livermore, Tuesday-Sat-
urday from 12 noon-6:00 p.m. In
2007, all performances were sold
out.

Full Length 'Nutcracker'
Performances Slated

tance of Leslie Roadarmel and
choreographer was by Alana
Buschini.

Performances are at 7:30 p.m.
on Fridays and Saturdays and
2:00 p.m. on Sundays at 1048
Serpentine Lane, Suite 309,
Pleasanton.  There is a minimum
donation of $10 per ticket.  Also
donations of canned foods will
be accepted for Open Heart
Kitchen.

Tickets can be purchased at
www.trivalleyrep.com or call
462-2121 or at the door.

Musical Christmas Carol
Performances in Pleasanton

The 4th Annual Danville-Alamo
AAUW Holiday Home will be held
on Friday, December 12 and
Saturday, December 13 from 10
am-4 pm. Tickets are $35. Seniors
65+ tickets are $25. Tickets may
also be purchased at Leku Eder
at 172 E. Prospect Ave., Danville
or Design Concepts at 3235
Danville Blvd., Alamo during their
regular hours and on the days of
the tour. For questions, contact
Mary at (925) 831-1784. Profits
from the Holiday Home Tour go
to local scholarships and Tech
Trek. Photo at left was taken by
Diablo homeowner who will have
more than 20 trees displayed.
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Golden Bough will present a
festive family program on Sat.,
Dec. 20 at the Amador Theater in
Pleasanton.

This is a Pleasanton Civic Arts
Presents program.

The program incorporates old
world carols and other Celtic
songs of the holidays, along with
the gorup's own compositions
written especially for the Yule-
tide season.  The concert will in-
clude  instrumental pieces,  bal-
lads,  sing-a-longs and a special
appearance by the McGrath Irish
Dancers.

“Civic Arts is all about family
and we strive to help families
make memories that will last a
lifetime by offering engaging arts
experiences for all ages,” says
Civic Arts Manager Andy
Jorgensen.  “In keeping with our

The Four Freshmen will help ring in the new year with an early
evening gala New Year’s Eve Party complete with Wente Vineyards
sparkling wine and dessert following the performance at the
Bankhead Theater in Downtown Livermore.

The festivities begin at 7 p.m. on Wed., Dec. 31.
Now in their 60th year of performance, The Four Freshmen con-

tinue to bring their unique brand of vocal harmony to audiences
worldwide.  The names and faces have changed a few times along the
road, but the legendary sound continues. Famous for pioneering a
new style of close-harmony vocals built on the barbershop tradition,
and often accompanying themselves on guitar, trumpet, trombone,
bass, and drums,

The Four Freshmen have entertained audiences worldwide. Cur-
rent members Brian Eichenberger, Curtis Calderon, Vince Johnson
and Bob Ferreira continue the vocal tradition set by the original
group, while adding new repertoire.

Tickets are $95/$80/$70/$60. They can be purchased by calling
925.373.6800 or online at www.livermoreperformingarts.org. The
Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street, Downtown Liver-
more

The Pleasanton Community Concert Band will present its annual
holiday concert on Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. at the Amador Theater in Pleas-
anton.

Theme is “An American Christmas: Bells and Toys” with a holi-
day salute to Leroy Anderson and featuring a guest performance by
Cantabella Children’s Chorus.

Doors open at 1:40 p.m. There is no admission charge. However,
donations are appreciated.

The Amador Theater is located at 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasan-
ton.  For more information call 925-846-5897 or go to the Pleasanton
Community Concert Band website at www.pleasantonband.org.

Thirteen local photographers are showing their work during the month
of December at the Livermore Main Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave. The
body of work, entitled “Creative Photography,” include photos of local
scenes, travel, architecture. flora, fauna, hand tinted black and white
pieces, and much more. Many of the photographers are award winning
artists. Most of the works are for sale. “Creative Photography” will run
from December 1 - 30 during the regular library business hours. For
more information, call Linda Jeffery Sailors at (925) 449-7274.  Photo
is by Linda Sailors.

Patrick and JoNell Franz will
present “A Children’s Christmas
Carol" at the Pleasanton Library
on Sat., Dec. 13.

Kids are the stars in this lively
readers’ theater version of the
Charles Dickens classic, pre-
sented at 2:00 p.m. in the main
meeting room.

Free tickets will be given out
at the Children’s Desk a half-hour
before the show, which is recom-
mended for children ages 5 and
older.

This performance concludes
the 2008 series of library
children’s programs. A new sched-
ule of events will begin in Janu-
ary; for more information, please
visit the library website at
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library/
programs-and-events.html or call
the Children’s Desk at (925) 931-
3400 extension 8.

The Museum on Main in downtown Pleasanton will host an
evening of poetry on Thurs., Dec. 18 from 6 to 7 p.m.

Featured poets include Pleasanton Poet Laureate Martha Meltzer,
Livermore Poet Laureate Connie Post and Pleasanton Teen Poets
Laureate Sarah Akenhead-York and Athena Lathos. East Bay poets
Tamara Grippi, Alice Kight, Peggy Messerschmidt and Sherry Weaver
Smith will be joining the festivities.

There will be a special reading by museum director Julia
Bussinger. Poets will be accompanied on the guitar by Ian Meltzer.

Admission is free. Light refreshments will be served. The Mu-
seum is located at 603 Main Street. For more information, contact
the Museum at 462-2766 or Martha Meltzer, m.meltzer@comcast.net.

4th Street Studio invites writ-
ers to read and listeners to listen
at its monthly Saturday Salon on
Saturday December 13th at 7:30
PM at 4th Street Studio, 2235
Fourth Street, in Livermore. Read-
ers have up to ten minutes to
read.

This month’s salon is "A Let
the Words Take the Top of Your

The 1st annual Christmas
Show for the whole family will
be presented by American Legion
Post 237.

The performance will be at 2
p.m. on Sat., Dec. 20 at the Veter-
ans Memorial Hall in downtown
Pleasanton.

The show includes fun, mys-
tery and excitement. It stars
Kolina with, "The Magic of the

'A Christmas
Carol' at Library

The Four Freshmen Set to Ring in the
New Year at the Bankhead

Pleasanton Community Concert Band
Presents Annual Holiday Program

Evening of Poetry Planned at Museum

Golden Bough Program Includes Ballads and Sing-Alongs
international theme for the holi-
days this year, Golden Bough
will entertain us with ancient
songs and instruments that are
just as captivating today in the
Tri-Valley as they were hundreds
of years ago in the British Isles.
We invite the community to join
us for holiday fun, Celtic style,
that’s affordable and close to
home at the Amador Theater.”

Golden Bough, founded in
1980, has brought its winter con-
certs to family audiences world-
wide in a celebration of rare car-
ols and songs in observance of
the Winter Solstice and the New
Year.  The trio of Paul Espinoza,
Margie Butler and Kathy Sierra
capture the essence of traditional
music on a variety of acoustic
instruments, including Celtic
harp, penny-whistle, guitar, ac-

cordion, mandolin, mandola,
violin, viola and bodhran (a
hand-held drum, particular to the
Celtic culture).

The McGrath School of Irish
Dance was established by Annie
McGrath in 1950 in Waterford,
Ireland.  Her daughter, Valerie,
opened the California branch of
the company in Dublin, Calif.
forty years later.  The successful
troupe boasts several state dance
championships and has placed
first in several categories on re-
cent trips to Ireland.  This year’s
All-Ireland Champions, they will
entertain with Irish jigs, reels and
hornpipes.

The program begins at 8 p.m.
The Amador Theater is located
at 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasan-
ton. Tickets are $15, $20 and
$25. They can be purchased on
line at www.civicartstickets.org,
by phone at (925) 931-3444 or
in person at the Amador Theater
Box Office.

Book signing, author Juliette Goodrich
of “The Little Light Shines Bright,"
a book about the world's longest
burning lightbulb located at Fire Sta-
tion 6 in Livermore. The lightbulb
will be 108 years old next year. The
book signing will be Sat., Dec. 13, 2
to 4 p.m. at Barnes and Noble in
Dublin. Proceeds will go to Dublin
High School. “The Little Light Shines
Bright" is available at
www.authorhouse.com.

San Ramon Community Chorus Holi-
day Concert will be performed on
Friday, December 19, from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The concert is free.
It will feature multi-cultural holiday
music and dance. The evening will
culminate with a special visit from
Santa Claus himself. This concert is
for all ages. The Community Chorus
Holiday Concert will be held at the
San Ramon Community Center in
the Fountain Room at (12501 Alcosta
Blvd., San Ramon). For more infor-
mation go to
www.sanramonpeformingarts.com
or call (925) 973-ARTS.

Eagle Ridge Vineyard  celebrated
“Holiday in the Vineyards” with a
limited release of the 2003 Souzao
port wine “MadLyn.”  The winery is
located at 10017 Tesla Rd., Liver-

Head off Kind of Evening" to cel-
ebrate Emily Dickinson (Decem-
ber 10, 1830-May 15, 1886). She
wrote, and kept on writing.

The public is welcome. Bring
a nosh and something to drink to
share.

Contact Karen Hogan at 925
456-3100 with questions.

Islands."
Special guest will be Santa

Claus.
Admission is $10; children

under age 5 admitted free (chil-
dren must be accompanied by an
adult).

The show is a benefit for vet-
erans programs. For tickets and
information, call 784-6808.

Saturday Salon Set December 13

Magic Highlights Festive Family Show

more.
A Christmas Carol, performances Dec.

12, 13 and 14 at 2 and 7 p.m. on
Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays at
the Front Row Theater at Dougherty
Station Community Center, 17011
Bollinger Canyon Rd. Tickets  $16
Adults, $13 youth under 12 & se-
niors. Purchase online at
www.sanramonpeformingarts.com,
by phone at (925) 973-ARTS, or the
night of the show, 1 hour prior to
performance.

Winter Beer Pairing Dinner, Friday,
December 19, 6:30 p.m. Features a
four course menu prepared  paired
with specialty and winter release brews
exclusively from Snowshoe Brew-
ery, located in the foothills of the
Sierra. Culinary and wine educator
Executive Chef Ty Turner will dis-
cuss the nuances of beer pairing. $42
per person includes 4 courses with
paired beverages. Reservation only.
Garre Winery, 7986 Tesla Rd., Liv-
ermore. www.garrewinery.com or
371.8200.

Come to the Manger, a collection of
nativity scenes from around the world
will be displayed in the sanctuary at
Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore.
Visit on Tuesday, December 16, from

5-7 p.m.
A Child’s Christmas in Pleasanton-

1958, talk by Andy Jorgensen, Civic
Arts Manager, City of Pleasanton on
December 11 at 5 p.m. Museum on
Main, 603 Main St., Pleasanton. For
more information contact the mu-
seum at 925-462-2766 or visit the
website www.museumonmain.org.
The museums hours are Wednesday
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

Vocal Jazz Concert, Las Positas Col-
lege, Dec. 12, 8 p.m., 3000 Campus
Hill Dr., Livermore. $10 general
admission, $7 seniors and students.
424-1100.

Sing-along Messiah, Fri., Dec. 12,
7:30 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church,
Pleasanton. Valley Concert Chorale.
www.valleyconcertchorale.org. $10
admission.

Cantabella Children's Chorus, holi-
day concert, Dec. 13, Adeste Fideles
at First Presbyterian Church, Liver-
more, at 1:30 and 4:00. For ticket
information, visit at
www.cantabella.org or call 292-2663

Holiday Celebrations Around the
World, Dec. 13, 11 a.m. Civic Arts
Stage Co. presents songs and stories
from around the world. Amador
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleas-
anton. Civic Arts Presents, 931-3444,
caboxoffice@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Instrumental Jazz Concert, Dec. 13,
8 p.m., Las Positas College, 3000
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. $10
general admission, $7 seniors and
students. 424-1100.

The Nutcracker, Valley Dance The-
ater, Dec. 13, 19, 20 at 7 p.m. and
Dec. 13, 20 and 21 at 2 p.m. Bankhead
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.
Tickets at 373-6800 or
www.livermoreperformingarts.org

Bay Bells Concert, Dec. 14, Dublin
Senior Center, 7600 Amador Valley
Blvd., Dublin. 556-4511.

Amador Valley High School Choirs,
Orchestra and Jazz “A” Ensemble
present a Winter Concert, directed by
Mr. Mark Aubel, Music Educator,
Amador Valley High School on Dec.
15 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets ($3) may be
purchased in advance from a choir,
orchestra, or Jazz “A” student. Tick-
ets will not be sold at the door.
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita
Rd., Pleasanton

Contra Costas Children’s Chorus
Winter Concert, Mon., Dec. 15, 7
p.m. Front Row Theater at Dougherty
Station Community Center, 17011
Bollinger Canyon Rd. The concert is
free. For more information visit
www.sanramonpeformingarts.com,
or call (925) 973-ARTS.

Amador Valley High School Concert
Bands - The Symphonic Band, the
Wind Symphony, Wind Ensemble II
and Wind Ensemble I -along with the
AVHS Jazz “B” Band will present a
Winter Concert, directed by Jon
Grantham, Director of Bands,
Amador Valley High School on Dec.
16 at 7 p.m. Admission is free. All are
welcome. Performance at the Amador
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleas-
anton.The Four Freshmen



The Independent, DECEMBER 11, 2008 - PAGE 11

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION
PLACING LEGAL NOTICES
 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417805

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Healthy Tech-
nology, 3263 Vineyard Ave
#70, Pleasanton Ca 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Glen Ernest Dishman, 3263
Vineyard Ave #70, Pleasanton
Ca 94566
Vickie Lynne Dishman, 3263
Vineyard Ave #70, Pleasanton
Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.

Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Glen Dishman
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 12, 2008. Ex-
pires November 12, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2410 . Publish November
20, 27, December 4, 11, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417935

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:The System
Wizard, 2278 Normandy
Circle, Livermore Ca 94550 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Scott S. Beard, 2278 Normandy
Circle, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Scott S. Beard
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 17, 2008. Ex-
pires November 17, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2411 . Publish November
20, 27, December 4, 11, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417628

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:NewBranch
Services 1725 Shattuck Ave
#302, Berkeley Ca 94709 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Mark Giorgi, 1725 Shattuck
Ave #302
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on November 3, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mark Giorgi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 5, 2008. Expires
November 5, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2412. Publish November 27,
December 4, 11, 18, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 418056

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:TruPro Lend-
ing Inc., 39 California Ave
#201, Pleasanton Ca 94566
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
TruPro Lending Inc., 4103
Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton Ca
94566
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Gary Stange
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 19, 2008. Ex-
pires November 19, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2413 . Publish November
27, December 4, 11, 18, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417768

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:PYT Construc-
tion, 7357 Joshua Circle, Pleas-
anton Ca 94588 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Peter Theodorou, 7357
Joshua Circle, Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:a Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the

fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Peter Theodorou
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 10, 2008. Ex-
pires November 10, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2414 . Publish December
4, 11, 18, 25, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417674

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:ihype.com,
4420 Rosewood Dr. #2550,
Pleasanton Ca 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
ihype.com, 4420 Rosewood
Dr. #2550, Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Behnam Behrouzi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 6, 2008. Expires
November 6, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2415 . Publish December
4, 11, 18, 25, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417679

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Dotnext Inc.,
4420 Rosewood Dr. #2550,
Pleasanton Ca 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Dotnex Inc.,  4420 Rosewood
Dr. #2550, Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Behnam Behrouzi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 6, 2008. Expires
November 6, 2013.
The Independent Legal
No.2416 . Publish December
4, 11, 18, 25, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417677

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Leapfish Inc.,
4420 Rosewood Dr. #2550,
Pleasanton Ca 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Leapfish Inc., 4420 Rosesood
Dr. #2550, Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed

By Nancy O'Connell
The Livermore-Amador Sym-

phony appeared in two separate
programs on Saturday afternoon
and evening, December 6th, at
the Bankhead Theater. Both
concerts appealed to a wide
range of musical tastes. At the
Family Concert in the afternoon,
William Nemoyten, the “Horn
Man," and Buddy Wachter, a
banjo virtuoso, entertained par-
ents and their children. Reach-
ing out to the young people in
our community is vital for the
growth and understanding of
classical music, for they will be-
come our future audiences. The
youngest children may have left
the afternoon concert staring in
awe at Darth Vader or an evil
Storm Trooper from “Star Wars,"
who appeared at the close of the
afternoon program as the Sym-
phony played that familiar theme
song, but listeners will long re-
member the two talented indi-
viduals who performed so well.

William Nemoyten, a gifted
musician, blew on at least twelve
instruments: the conch shell,
perhaps the most ancient of them
all; a shofar, which was fashioned
from the horns of an African ani-
mal, the kudu, and is played all
over the world for Jewish high
holy days; a didgeridoo from
Australia; a bugle, which he
called the most powerful instru-
ment because “It can wake up an
entire army;" the trombone; the
French horn; a tuba; an eupho-
nium; the Ran-Dung (or Dung
Chen) from Tibet, which is used
to ward off evil spirits; an Alpine
Horn from Switzerland, which
was at least 12 feet long, and a
hose-a-phone, which came from

Local author will be on
hand at California Speed-
Sports in Livermore this week-
end to introduce his book,
"Bodies in Motion: Evolution
and Experience in Motorcy-
cling."

The publishing party will
take place Sat., Dec. 13 from
noon to 3 p.m. There will be a
talk by the author at 1 p.m.
followed by a book signing
and BBQ sandwiches.

Thompson is the former
editor-at-large of Cycle World,
former editorial director of
Cycle Guide, and a best-sell-
ing novelist.

California Speed-Sports is
located at 2310 Nissen Drive,
Livermore. For information or
to RSVP, call 606-1998.

Two Versatile Musicians Amaze Their Audiences
the nearest Home Depot. It
looked suspiciously like a plain
old garden hose with a mouth
piece added.

Buddy Wachter, the banjo vir-
tuoso, also appeared in the
evening concert, and the music
for that instrument is amazingly
varied. He has created many ar-
rangements from the classical lit-
erature, and in both concerts he
played the first movement from
Bach’s Double Concerto for Two
Violins. The Concertmaster,
Kristina Anderson, joined him.
They played that magnificent
work in a way I’d never heard
before. He explained that an in-
strument similar to the banjo ap-
peared in China and Japan cen-
turies ago. Sometimes the banjo
is played with plectra, as is the
Japanese koto, and at other times
a pick is used, as with the guitar.
His fingers flew over the strings
and his right hand often had a
tremolo effect, which made one
think two instruments were be-
ing played at once. On his so-
prano banjo, which was smaller
with a shorter neck than his other
one, he played Zigeunerweisen,
or “Gypsy Air." This work was
also originally for violin.

He also explained that the
early slaves in America made
banjo-like instruments out of
gourds using gut strings. By
1900, there were over 10,000
banjos in New York City alone.
It was a favorite parlor instrument,
right next to the piano in popu-
larity. When he performed a piece
he wrote for his little son, Blues
for Ryan, each of the five players
on the front of the stage in front
of the Symphony, was showcased

in turn. In addition to Buddy
Wachter, they were Art Barnes on
piano, Robert Cooper on the
double bass, Kristina Anderson,
violin, and Peter Curzon on tim-
pani. Buddy played his entire
program from memory. It was
these five musicians who enter-
tained and spoke to over 900
school children on Thursday of
this week.

For the evening program,
much of the afternoon’s concert
was repeated. It looked as
though the theater were sold out.
However, for its adult audience,
the Symphony opened with Fan-
tasia on a Theme by Thomas
Tallis by Ralph Vaughan Will-
iams. Thomas Tallis, an English
composer who lived from 1505-
1585, composed his work in
1567 for the Archbishop of Can-
terbury. Vaughn Williams was
drawn to the Phrygian mode in
Tallis’s composition. (In the
Phrygian mode there is a minor
2nd instead of a major one. Ex:
In C scale you would play a D
flat instead of a D natural.) There
was a beautiful cello passage in
the beginning, and uniform bow-
ing in all of the strings. Rich so-
norities contrasted with a soul-
ful solo viola part played by
Hazelle Miloradovitch which
was answered by the concertmas-
ter. Just two voices in dialogue.
Later the first cellist, Ken
Windler, entered and then the
principal 2nd violinist, Ursula
Goldstein. A string quartet! With
the full orchestra, the concert-
master returned with the haunt-
ing melody. The sounds of this
magnificent work filled the hall.

Mendelssohn’s Symphony #
5, the “Reformation," was heard

next. An unusual combination of
instruments was employed in the
first movement. For a time, all the
brass, ‘celli, basses, and the vio-
las were heard, but no violins at
all. It created a very deep and bril-
liant sound. Later all of the
strings had excited running notes
which challenged everyone. Dr.
Arthur Barnes gave very clear
cues. His sweeping arm move-
ments led all the players to per-
form a masterful interpretation of
this movement, as it built in in-
tensity and fervor towards the fi-
nal cadences.

The second movement, the
Allegro Vivace, was in the form
of a scherzo, which is also un-
usual. Ordinarily the 2nd move-
ment of a symphony is a slow
Andante or Adagio. Instead, this
had a sprightly theme and the
movement ended with a
pizzicato passage. After the An-
dante a chorale followed, which
was based on Luther’s “Ein’ feste
Burg.” A lovely flute solo was
followed by a full orchestral
sound. The final Allegro was al-
most martial in tone. A strong
fugue was introduced. The cel-
los’ melody was answered by the
first clarinet, and a fugue un-
folded. The French horns led to-
wards the culmination and a
grand series of cadential chords
brought this work of a youthful
Mendelssohn to a close. How
many 20 - year olds of today are
writing symphonies or works
which will be heard over 150
years from now?

But there are still many tal-
ented youth in our valley. After
the intermission, Jean King in-
troduced three young winners of

the Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony youth outreach student
scholarship program. They will
receive financial awards for their
private music lessons. The three
are: Bronwyn Hagerty, cellist;
and Laura Schildbach and Holly
McLean, violinists.

The beautiful and program-
matic Hebrides Overture or
Fingal’s Cave of Mendelssohn’s
was heard after the break. One
could almost hear the sounds of
the sea and the waves breaking
against the rocks and cliffs in this
work. Lesley Watson performed
a beautiful clarinet solo. The en-
tire orchestra helped to evoke the
mysterious feelings in this tone
poem.

After the long section de-
voted to the music of Buddy
Wachter, often accompanied by
the full orchestra, the evening
ended with the “Hallelujah”
Chorus from Handel’s Messiah.
The audience enthusiastically
gave Wachter a standing ovation,
and remained standing to sing
this famous chorus, but very few
voices were raised in song.

It was an evening rich in tra-
dition, but full of surprises. If
highly gifted musicians like Wil-
liam Nemoyten and Buddy
Wachter inspire some young
people to study the banjo or a
horn, then reaching out to those
900 school children and having
a family concert, will give us
hope for the future of good mu-
sic in our community. Circle the
date of February 14th, 2009,
when the Livermore-Amador
Symphony returns to the
Bankhead for “Winter Land-
scape, Summer Romance.”

Local Author at
Speed-Sports
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The Role of Appraisers in
Real Estate Transactions

By Cher Wollard
A qualified buyer offers to purchase your house for $650,000 –

even more than your agent had advised you it would sell for . Time to
celebrate? Not quite.

First the house must appraise for the sales price or more.
Lenders have always used appraisals – analysis by a licensed

professional to determine true market value of a property – in deter-
mining whether or not to extend credit to purchase or refinance real
estate.

With the slide in property values over the past two years, the role
of appraisers is more valued than ever.

“It’s a lot tougher these days,” said Jeanne Michael, a licensed
appraiser with MSRvalue. “Banks are very conservative right now.
Underwriting is a lot tighter than it used to be.”

Michael and her daughter Sasha Markham, also a licensed ap-
praiser, teamed up several years ago to start their Livermore business.

As with other appraisers, Michael and Markham are licensed
through the state’s Office of Real Estate Appraisers (OREA), which
was established in 1990 to oversee licensing and certification of
appraisers.

OREA, which is funded entirely by licensing fees, has received
over 25,000 applications to date and has licensed over 18,000 real
estate appraisers.

Applicants must complete a minimum of 150 hours of appraisal-
related education covering specific topics, and have completed 2,000
hours of supervised training to be licensed in California. Appraisers
must complete continuing education each year to maintain their
licenses.

Appraisers are hired by lenders to ascertain the value of property
before they give final approval to a mortgage. For some loans –
notably FHA – two appraisals are required.

“Quite a few banks are doing second appraisals and reviews,”
Markham said.

Sometimes appraisers are hired by property owners or their real
estate agents to determine value when setting a listing price. Occa-
sionally homeowners will get their own appraisals when disputing
tax assessments or to bolster their application for a home loan or line
of credit.

Residential appraisals typically cost a few hundred dollars, de-
pending on the size and complexity of the property. In a sale or
refinance, this fee is included in the borrower’s closing costs.

What do appraisers look for?
“How many bedrooms, how many baths, square footage in the

Gross Living Area – that’s minus the garage. A lot of people don’t
know that,” Markham said.

They do not include any living spaces that have been constructed
without permits, such as converted garages or secondary structures.

 “Lot size. Condition of the property. We look at improved vs.
unimproved, but we would not consider if a kitchen remodel has tile
rather than granite slab, for example. We don’t go into that level of
detail,” she added

“Appraisals are pretty much black and white,” Michael added.
“We don’t really factor in marketability, the way the agents do.

We don’t factor in school districts, although we might say that a
certain location is more highly desired than another.”

She said they would take into consideration if a home backs to a
busy street or is close to railroad tracks, for example.

The subject property is then compared to other similar properties
in the neighborhood (up to one mile radius) that have sold recently.
These properties are known as “comps.”

In most markets, appraisers look at comps from the past three to
six months, but in today’s market, they try to stay within 30 to 60
days.

Some banks also ask them to use properties currently on the mar-
ket.

Guidelines for FHA loans are even more stringent.
“It has to be immediately livable for a family to move into,”

Markham said.
This can pose difficulties, especially with bank-owned properties

or short sales, which are typically offered in “as is” condition.
“You usually can’t do that with FHA if there are physical prob-

lems with the property – major holes in the wall, lack of appliances,
plumbing leaks, prior evidence of water problems, non permitted
structures, converted garages, enclosed patios that look like rooms,”
she said, naming just a few of the possible concerns.

With the current high level of sales, appraisers such as Markham
and Michael are kept busy. Many of the properties they appraise are
bank-owned or being sold short, which also requires bank involve-
ment.

These transactions often take longer to move from offer to accep-
tance.

In some areas, property values have decreased 2-3 percent per
month. So it is not unusual for a house to appraise for less than the
price buyer and seller agree to.

In those cases in order to complete the sale, either the buyer has to
come in with more cash or the seller has to accept a reduced price.

 “We had one where the offer was for $199,000. The appraisal was
for $20,000 less. That was in Pittsburg,” Michael said.

“The Tri-Valley has not had as much of a negative swing,”
Markham added. “We have seen big declines in a few neighbor-
hoods, especially in the lower-priced homes. But the mid- to upper-
level homes didn’t get hit nearly as hard.”

Most real estate transactions contain an appraisal contingency,
meaning the buyer is not obligated to complete the sale if the prop-
erty does not appraise for at least as much as the sales price.

Occasionally, however, sellers will seek to eliminate that buyer
protection.

“We see that on some of the REO (bank-owned) addendums,”
Michael said. She cautioned buyers against accepting such condi-
tions.

“Buyers really need to relay on their real estate agents to do their
BPOs (broker price opinions) and to make the offer contingent on
appraisals,” Michael said.

Even when the appraisal comes in at value, lenders’ underwriters
do not always accept the appraiser’s opinion.

“They come back to us and want us to show comps,” Michael
said.

It’s not just buyers who need to evaluate values carefully before
entering a real estate transaction.

“From an appraiser’s viewpoint, sellers really need to rely on their
real estate agent when setting sales prices,” Michael said.

Some homeowners consult websites such as www.zillow.com to
determine value, but the appraisers warn the information received
can be misleading.

“The ‘Zillows’ out there are probably our worst enemies,” Markham
said. “They don’t follow appraisal guidelines. They don’t consider
lot sizes, neighborhoods, property condition. The values they show
are usually higher than the real values.”

One source they do advise consumers to check out is DataQuick
News at www.dqnews.com. This site contains information about the
California real estate market, which Markham and Michael find very
helpful.

ANOTHER ATLAS SPONSOR
Carolyn Thomas of  Cherry Creek Mortgage Company sponsored

a classroom in the 2008 Atlases for Schools program through Bay
East Association of Realtors. Her name was inadvertently left off the
list in the Nov. 20 article about this program.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Windermere Welcome Home, Livermore.
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above on August 1, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Behnam Behrouzi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 6, 2008. Expires
November 6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2417. Publish  December 4,
11, 18, 25, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 417678

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Brahus Real
Estate, 4420 Rosewood Dr.
#2550, Pleasanton Ca 94588
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Dotnext Inc., 4420 Rosesood
Dr. #2550, Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on September 1`, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Behnam Behrouzi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 6, 2008. Expires
November 6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2418. Publish  December 4,
11, 18, 25, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 418065

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Talk The ‘TIC
Publishers, 1811 Paseo La-
guna Seco, Livermore Ca
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Erik James Van Slooten, 1811
Paseo Laguna Seco, Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed..
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Erik J. Van Slooten
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 19, 2008. Ex-
pires November 19, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2421. Publish  December 11,
18, 25,  2008, January 1, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 418296

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:OBSYS Group,
2302 Meadowlark Dr., Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Jeffery J. Gurule, 2302 Mead-
owlark Dr., Pleasanton Ca
94566
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed..
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jeff Gurule
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 25, 2008. Ex-
pires November 25, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2422. Publish  December 11,
18, 25,  2008, January 1, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 418556-418558
The following person (s) do-
ing business as:1)Lucky Buck
Casino, 2)Lucky Buck Card
Club, 3)Lucky Buck Card
Room, 1620 Railroad Ave.,
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Dale Chesley Common, 969
Cayuga Dr., Livermore Ca
94551
This business is conducted
by:a Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on October 1, 1997.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Dale C. Common
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on December 4, 2008. Expires
December 4, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2423. Publish  December 11,
18, 25, 2008, January 1, 2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 418265

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Eagle Tinting,
1414 Portola Ave., Livermore
Ca 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner (s):
Luz Estella Neira Doran, 1075
D Street, Hayward CA 94541
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed..
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Luz Estella Neira Doran
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 25, 2008. Ex-
pires November 25, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2425. Publish  December 11,
18, 25,  2008, January 1, 2009.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

RONALD ANTHONY
RAVETTO

Case No. VP08421203
To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the
wil l  or estate, or both,
of:RONALD ANTHONY
RAVETTO
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been fi led by:LIGIA
RAVETTO in the Superior
Court of California, County of
ALAMEDA.
THE PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the estate
under the independent Ad-
ministration of Estates Act.
(This authority will allow the
personal representative to
take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be
required to give notice to in-
terested persons unless they
have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed ac-
tion.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be
granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the
petition and shows good
cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
JANUARY 5, 2009 at 1:30PM
in Dept. 707 at SUPERIOR
COURT OF CALIFORNIA,
COUNTY OF ALAMEDA,
5672 STONERIDGE DRIVE,
PLEASANTON CA 94588
IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and
state your objections or file
written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the
decendent, you must file your
claim with the court and mail
a copy to the personal repre-
sentative appointed by the
court within four months from
the date of first issuance of let-
ters as provided in Probate
Code section 9100. The time
for filing claims will not expire
before four months from the
hearing date noticed above.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a
person interested in the es-
tate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of
an Inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any peti-
tion or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special No-
tice form is available from the
court clerk.
Ronald W. Marblestone, Esq.
Branson, Brinkop, Griffith &
Strong
643 Bair Island Rd. Ste 400
Redwood City, Ca 94063
650 365-7710
The Independent #2419
Publish December 11, 18, 25,
2008, January 1, 2009

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO SELL ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGES
Date of Filing Application:
 November 18, 2008
To Whom It May Concern:
The Name(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
NIKKIDEMA LLC
The Applicants listed above
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
erages at:
2235 1st Street
Livermore, CA 94550-4545
For the following type of
license(s):47 - ON SALE GEN-
ERAL EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste. 2208
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No.
2420.
Publish December 11, 18, 25,
2008.

ANIMALS
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  TVAR,
the Tri-Valley Animal Rescue,
offers animals for adoption ev-
ery Saturday and Sunday, ex-
cluding most holidays.  On Sat-
urdays from 9:30 am to 1:00
pm, both dogs and cats are
available at the Pleasanton
Farmers Market at W. Angela
and First Streets.  Two locations
will showcase cats only:
Petsmart in Dublin from noon
to 4  and the Pet Food Express
in Livermore from 1  to 4.  On
Sundays, cats are available at
Petsmart in Dublin from 1:00
to 4:00, and PetCo in San Ra-
mon from 11:00 to 3:00.    For
more information, call TVAR at
(925) 803-7043 or visit our
website at www.tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL? Free
Section. Call Barbara 243-
8000 to place an ad.

LOST A FAMILY PET?  Free
Section. Call Barbara  925
243-8000 to let 49,118 house-
holds know!

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
9)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE
$1000 Grocery Coupon. Your
Choice. Noahs Arc - Support
No Kill Shelters, Advance Vet-
erinary Treatments. Free Tow-
ing, IRS Tax Deductible, Non-
Runners.
1-866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR:
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help
Save A Child’s Life Through
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR HERE.
Call Barbara  at  925-243-
8 0 0 0 0 R
www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED for elder care.
Light housekeeping er-
rands transportation meal
prep personal care.
Please fax resume
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ABSOLUTELY RECESSION
PROOF! Do You Earn $800 in
a Day? Your Own Local Vend-
ing Route Includes 30 Ma-
chines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-
2405. (CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

INTERNET SALES
MANAGERS

Experience preferred
 but will train the right person

Plenty of leads
and great hours

EOE
Call 925 456 1239

EMT FREE TRAINING plus
pay, benefits, vacation, regu-
lar raises. HS grads ages
17-34. Help others. Gain fi-
nancial security. Call Mon-Fri
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 5 - 6 2 8 9 .
(CAL*SCAN)

POLICE OFFICERS:Earn up to
a $20,000 bonus. Train to pro-
tect your fellow Soldiers. Be a
leader in the Army National
Guard. 1-800-GO-
G U A R D . c o m / p o l i c e
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000
or go on-line at
www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit
Card for Classified and Dis-
play Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVER - CDL Training $0
down, financing by Central Re-
frigerated. Drive for Central,
earn up to $40K/year. Owner
Operators average $60k/Year
1-800-587-0029 x4779.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS-ASAP! Sign-On Bo-
nus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly. Excellent Ben-
efits. Need CDL-A & 3 months
recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782.
w w w. M e l t o n Tr u c k . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

Driver - West Coast Regional
NEW HIRING AREA. Newest
equipment on the road. Com-
petitive Pay. Run the Western
11 States On Site - Full Service
Maintenance Shop. Reason-
able Home Time. Western Ex-
press - 22 years. old. Good
MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR.
Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-
4112. (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)HELP WANTED SALES

OVER 18? AVAILABLE to
TRAVEL? Earn Above Average
$$$ with Fun Successful Busi-
ness Group! No Experience
Necessary. 2wks Paid Training.
Lodging. Transportation Pro-
vided. 1-877-646-5050.
(CAL*SCAN)

90)SERVICES

Need Extra Cash ?
Start part-time with Primerica.
High-income potential on a

part-time basis.
Call and ask for Michael

Magnan at:
 209-969-4042 or

866-202-5829

MERCHANDISE
100)AUCTIONS

ARCADE & AMUSEMENT
AUCTION - Major Arcade

Sell off. Saturday, December
20th - 10a.m. Placer County

Fairgrounds, 800 All
America City Blvd. Roseville,

CA. (714) 535-7000,
www.SuperAuctions.com

13%BP. (CAL*SCAN)

118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY SECTION

Call 925 243-8000 Barbara

GIVEAWAY
FUTON BED

Wooden Arms,
Lift up Coffee Table
Call 925 454-0311

121)GARAGE/FLEA MAR-
KET/YARD SALES

Rain or Shine! Call Barbara
925- 243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items
here for sale. Call

925 243-8000 or go on-line
at

www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit

Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents
with emphasis on those with
low income. The center has
general medical services, fam-
ily planning, well baby, prena-
tal and maternity programs,
social services, blood pres-
sure checks, WIC food supple-
ment programs, premarital
blood test, sports/camp physi-
cals, TB screening, free trans-
portation available.    925 462-
1755

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs

less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? Let
the 49,119+ households that
read the Independent find out
about it. . To place an ad go to
www.independentnews.com
or call Barbara at 925 243-
8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

163) HOMES/TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

Call Barbara 925 243-8000 to
place your ad

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING
SPACE By Advertising with The
Independent reaching over
49,119 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad place-
ment. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT
OF STATE

NEW TO MARKET New
Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140
acres - $89,900. River Access
Northern New Mexico. Call
6,000’ elevation with stunning
views. Great tree cover includ-
ing Ponderosa, rolling grass-
land and rock outcroppings.
Abundant wildlife, great hunt-
ing. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc.
1-866-360-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE!
140 acres was $149,900, Now
Only $69,900. Amazing 6000
ft. elevation. Incredible moun-
tain views. Mature tree cover.
Power & year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-
888-204-9760. (CAL*SCAN)

PRICED TO SELL! Newly Re-
leased Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 acres-$44,900. Ma-
jestic lake & Mountain views,
adjacent to national forest for
camping or hiking, close to
conveniences. EZ terms. 1-
866-353-4807. (CAL*SCAN)

COLORADO FORECLOSURE
40 ACRES $29,900. Outstand-
ing Views. Access to BLM Can-
yon Rec Land. Financing. Call
1 - 8 6 6 - 6 9 6 - 5 2 6 3 x 4 8 4 3 .
(CAL*SCAN)

BULK LAND SALE 80 acres -
$39,900. Take advantage of
the buyers market and own
beautiful mountain property.
Price reduced on large acre-
age in Eastern Arizona. Won’t
last! Good access & views.
Wildlife abounds at Eureka
Springs Ranch by AZLR. Fi-
nancing available. ADWR re-
port. 1-888-854-7403.
(CAL*SCAN)

MONTANA LAND New Acre-
age Available - 20 Acres near
Round Up 2/ Road & Utilities -
$69,900. -40 Acres w/ New
Cabin near Winnett - $89,900.
Approved by TV hunter Celeb-
rity TRED BARTA! Excellent
area for horses, hunting and
ranching. Financing available.
Western Skies Land Co. 877-
2 2 9 - 7 8 4 0
www.WesternSkiesLand.com
(CAL*SCAN)

AMERICA’S BEST BUY! 20
Acres Near Booming El Paso,
Texas. (#1Growth State!)
$15,900. $200/down, $159/
month. Roads, Views. Owner
Financing. Free Maps/Pictures.
1-800-343-9444. (10%/209
months) (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
170)BUSINESS SERVICES

Livermore art-
ist cd release!
7:30 - 9:30 pm,
Chit Chat Cafe
5 W Manor
Pacifica

178)FINANCIAL SERVICES

SAVE ON 2008 TAXES! FREE
Meetings! Tips & Issues for

Real Estate and Stock
Investors, LLC’s Corpora-
tions, Capitol Gains and

1031 Exchanges. Bring Your
Questions.

www.irca.sanfrancisco.com.
(CAL*SCAN)

183)HOME SERVICES

Groom Affordable
Masonry,

Reliable,NoJobtooSmall,
Specializing in Fireplace

Repair,Custom Brick Work
& Repair,Masonry Design,

Free Estimates,Serving
theentireBayArea

since1990,
Call: (650) 492-0749 or

 (209)  533-2274,Mention
this ad & get 20% off,

LIC # 900043

Place your ad online at
www.independentnews.com
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Once Upon a Time
“Once Upon a Time,” presented by

Pleasanton’s Museum On Main, will be
held from 5-6:30 p.m. on Sunday,
December 21 a the museum, 603 Main
Street. The theme is the Ohlone and
Founding Fathers.

The program is designed for pre-
school to third graders with a historical
reading and an activity program. The
evening weaves three stories through
two activities/games and ends with a
treat.

The fee for each date is $5 per child
due on date of event, along with forms.
Parents or guardians must fill out the
Educational Program Registration,
Agreement and Release of Liability,
and Photograph Permission Forms prior
to the event. Forms can be found on the
Pleasanton’s Museum on Main web site
under Public Tours Administrative
forms or at the museum, 603 Main
Street.

 2009 - All events are at the museum
on Sunday from 5-6:30 p.m. January
25, Exploration; February 22, Presi-
dential Study; March 29, Spring Fling;
April 26, Heroes; May 24, Remem-
brance; June 28, Nature’s Cycles; July
26, Transportation; August 23, The
Sky and Stars.

 Museum hours are Wednesday
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and , 1-4 p.m. For more information
call the museum at (925) 462-2766 or
education@museumonmain.org Visit
www.museumonmain.org.

Mistletoe Magic
Mistletoe Magic is the theme of a

nature program to be presented by the
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District ranger staff on Sat., Dec. 13.
Meet Ranger Amy Wolitzer at 2 p.m. at
the Wetmore Road entrance to Sy-
camore Grove Park.

This program will lead participants
on a three- to four-mile walk up into the
hills of Sycamore Grove in search this
strange parasitic plant. Along the way,
ranger staff will talk about the natural
history of mistletoe as well as its role in
folklore and legends.

There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call 925-960-2400 for more informa-
tion.
Create Fish Habitat

Vollunteers will be using unsold
Christmas trees to create bass fishing
habitat at Lake Del Valle, near Liver-
more.

The project will take place January
10 at the lake. Help will come from the
Bass Clubs, Walton's Pond, local Boy
Scout troops, and other volunteers.

The water will be drawn down at
that time of the year so that the trees can
be dragged down and placed on an-
chored cables in the dry bottom fot he
lake.

The Black Bass Action Committee
will be providing a catered lunch for
volunteers. There will be bass pros on
hand to provide fishing tips after the
project.

Work begins at 8 a.m. with a goal to
be finished by noon. Those planning to
attend are asked to RSVP to Mike Riehl
at 443-8811 or 443-2913.

Librarian Honored
Jean Hofacket, Alameda County

Library Director, was honored with the
Outstanding Librarian in support of
Literacy Award by the California Li-
brary Association at its annual awards
dinner on November 14, in San Jose.
Since its inception, the Literacy Section
of the California Library Association
has sponsored this award to recognize
exceptional librarians who go beyond
the call of duty to support literacy
services.

Hofacket has shown a commitment
to under served populations through-
out her career - nowhere more than
through her support of library literacy
services in Alameda County. As a
County Librarian, she has successfully
directed the inclusion of literacy into
the 5-year strategic plan as well as the
negotiation of services and funding
contracts for literacy efforts through-
out the library system, including its
programs at Santa Rita Jail in Dublin
and the Alameda County Juvenile Jus-

tice Center in San Leandro.
When informed of the award,

Hofacket quoted Barack Obama in
emphasizing the importance of literacy
and literacy programs, “Literacy is the
most basic currency of the knowledge
economy that we’re living in today,’’
she said. “Library directors only re-
ceive such awards if they are fortunate
to work with outstanding, innovative
and committed staff.”

Hofacket is an advocate for literacy
programs at the state, regional and local
level. During the recent state budget
crisis, when literacy funds were slated
for elimination, she led a vocal cam-
paign against the proposal with state
lawmakers. In 2007, she accepted the
Coming Up Taller Award from Laura
Bush at the White House for the library’s
Write to Read Literacy Program at
Juvenile Hall. She has also directed
library funding to the library’s Start
with a Story project, an award winning
family literacy outreach program for
children visiting inmates at the Alameda
County jail.

“This award is well-deserved,’’ said
Scott Haggerty, President of the
Alameda County Board of Supervi-
sors. “Jean has made literacy a priority
since becoming County librarian and
she deserves the recognition.’’ Susan
S. Muranishi, County Administrator,
added: “Jean is a visionary leader who
supports and encourages literacy inno-
vation. Her attention to the needs of
under served residents helps to ensure
that the library remains a relevant and
indispensable force in Alameda
County.’’

Wine Release
Mitchell Katz Winery will hold a

wine release party on Sat., Dec. 13 from
noon to 5 p.m. New wines will be the
2006 Zinfandel-Alicia's Elixir-RHV,
and 2006 Syrah, Clark's Corner-LV.

No reservations are required to at-
tend the event. The $20 admission
includes live music, heavy appetizers,
a keepsake wine stem and various va-
rietal tastings.

Mitchell Katz Winery is located at
1188 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton. More
information is available at 931-0744 or
www.mitchellkatz.com.

The California Writers Club–
Tri-Valley Branch offers writers
of all genres and experience lev-
els the opportunity to learn
about their craft and share their
work.  The next meeting is on
Saturday, December 20 from
11:30 am to 2:00 pm at Oasis
Grille, 780 Main Street, Pleas-
anton.

Tri-Valley member B. Lynn
Goodwin, author of the just re-
leased book You Want Me To Do
WHAT: Journaling for
Caregivers, believes voice is the
key to carving unique paths as
writers.  “Who will tell your
story if you do not?” Goodwin
asks, quoting poet and play-
wright Pat Schneider.

The importance of voice can-
not be overstated.  Editors fre-
quently cite “voice” as the ele-
ment that puts a manuscript over
the top.  In her journey as a
caregiver for her mother,
Goodwin deepened her own un-
derstanding of voice, and
through her new book, empow-
ers other writers to discover and
share theirs.

A long-time freelance writer
and popular workshop leader,
Goodwin is the founder and pub-
lisher of Writer Advice, an online
newsletter packed with guid-
ance, insights, and marketing
opportunities for writers.  An ad-
vocate and mentor for aspiring
authors, Goodwin honed her
skills judging writing contests
and spun a challenging life ex-
perience into a book with voice
as its heart.

The meeting cost is $21 for

members and $27 for nonmem-
bers, including lunch.  Anyone
curious about the group is in-
vited to attend with no obliga-
tion to join. Reservations are re-
quired.  To make a reservation
for December 20, contact Fred
Norman at

Fnorman300@aol.com or 925-
462-7495 by Wednesday, De-
cember 17.  For more informa-
tion on the California Writers
Club-Tri-Valley Branch, contact
Kathy Urban at 925-296-0447 or
kathykurban@me.com or go to
www.trivalleywriters.com.

Writers Club Offers Writing Workshop
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Chabot College in Hayward
presents the return of its holiday
performance of La Posada (The
Inn) A Christmas Play. This Win-
ter Holiday show combines fam-
ily comedy, romance, goofy ac-
tion and Mexican folk tradition,
all rolled into an hour of fun for
the whole family.

La Posada, The Inn, written
by Jose Cruz Gonzalez, features
actors Alex Miranda, Angelica
Juarez, Enrique Ochoa, Amanda
Montoya, and Jose Aguirre, all
of Hayward.

The evening performances
will include small surprises from
Santa for children ages 10 and
under.

 Performances are December
11 and 12 at 8 p.m. and Decem-
ber 13 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. in the
Chabot College Little Theater.
Tickets are $10 for general ad-
mission, $5 for students, children
and senior citizens, and may be
purchased at the door. Special
family rates are available by call-
ing Rachel LePell at (510) 723-
6830.

La Posada is a holiday tradi-
tion in Mexico, where the Na-
tivity is highly celebrated be-
ginning the nine days prior to
Christmas Eve (Noche Buena).
December 16 marks a time for
each family in a neighborhood
to schedule a night to host the
Posada at their home, which is
identified by a nativity scene
outside.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

More than 300 volunteers last
week baked, decorated and
packaged thousands of
gingerbread boys, girls and
babies to raise funds to
support Tri-Valley Haven. The
Gingerbread Project began in
1977 when Claire Nelson, one
of Tri-Valley Haven's founding
mothers, held a bake sale to
raise money to pay for the
agency's incorporation fees.
It is now a community
tradition.

“Lark in the Park,” led by a
museum docent and sponsored by
Pleasanton’s Museum On Main,
is held one Saturday each month
at one of Pleasanton's parks.

The program allows visitors to
explore the local history that sur-
rounds the park. Participants be-
gin each event at the designated
park where the activities will take
place.

 An information sheet on each
park will be handed out. Photos
of the parks will be available for
purchase, $5 for one quality
photo; $1 for one photocopy. An
activity related to that park’s his-
tory will be presented. Yearly
membership in the Lark in the
Park is $25 per person and in-

cludes passport, binder, and one
photo of each park’s special his-
tory.

 Donations are accepted. A
portion will go toward the
Museum’s Educational Scholar-
ship Fund. The goal this year is
to raise $1,000 for a competitive
scholarship between the two
high schools. Next year plans are
to have scholarship programs for
both schools.

 The schedule and parks: De-
cember 20; Nielsen Park; 2009 -
January 24, Meadowlark Park;
February 21, Amaral Park; March
28, Hansen Park; April 25, Orloff
Park; May 23 Kottinger Park;
June 27, Moller Park; July 25,
Veteran’s Park; August 22;
Delucchi Park.

Contact (925) 462-2766 or
office@museumonmain.org
Visit www.museumonmain.org.

Museum Offers Lark in the Park Programs

Chabot Stages
La Posada Play


