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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Five-year-old Dinks has such a cute black nose! The eager 
terrier mix will help you find your way through the foggiest 
of eves. Join Dinks in a few reindeer games and you’ll see 
he just glows with affection. Then how you’ll love him! Adopt 
Dinks today, and shout out with glee over our Home for the 
Holidays 50% off adoption event for adult animals, now 
through December 31. Valley Humane Society, open Tues-
Sat, 10 am to 4 pm. For more information visit valleyhumane.
org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Supervisor Scott Haggerty is sworn in by Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsome. The ceremony took 
place at McGrail Vineyards and Winery in Livermore.

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Known as Candy Cane Lane in Pleasanton - 28 houses on Walnut Drive are decorated for the holidays. 
The displays are open each night through approximately January 1.  This is the 60th year neighbors 
have gotten together to brighten the holidays. For more photos of holiday lights, go to page 2.

The Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) board 
opted to appoint a successor to 
Bob Coomber rather than hold a 
special election.

In November, Coomber was 
elected to serve on the Livermore 
City Council, leaving a vacation 
on the LARPD board.

The cost of a special election, 
estimated at between $656,000 
and $820,000, and the lack of a full 
board until June were the reasons 
cited to move forward with an ap-
pointment.

Maryalice Faltings commented, 
"I always prefer an election that 
lets the public decide, but not to 
the tune of $800,000."

The cost to make an appoint-
ment is about $500, which includes 
publishing a legal notice and the 
amount associated with a special 
Board meeting. The deadline for 
submitting applications will be 
noon on Tuesday, Jan. 3, with 

By Ron McNicoll
Three Pleasanton Unified 

School District trustees were 
sworn in, retiring incumbent Chris 
Grant was celebrated for his kind-
ness and conciliatory manner, and 

Twenty-six Members of Con-
gress sent President-elect Donald 
Trump their vow to defend the 
scientific freedom of employees 
at the Department of Energy’s 17 
National Laboratories, following 
reports that Trump’s transition 
team sought personal information 
regarding department employees’ 
work on climate change.

The letter invited Trump to visit 
the DOE labs.

The request for early renewal 
of the charters for two schools 
in Livermore was rejected by a 
unanimous vote of the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School Dis-
trict Board.

The Tri-Valley Learning Cor-
poration (TVLC) had submitted 
the petitions for renewals for the 
Livermore Valley Charter School 
(LVCS) and the Livermore Valley 
Charter Preparatory. 

A letter from TVLC raised is-
sues regarding staff findings in its 
recommendation that the renewal 
request be denied. It states, "Hun-
dreds of students continue to attend 
LVCS and LVCP as their public 
schools of choice, and that should 
speak volumes. We urge you not to 
take that choice away from them."

Neither school will close be-
cause of denial of the request. The 
current LVCS charter runs through 
June 30, 2018, the Prep School 
charter through June 30, 2020.

Of the vote to deny early renew-
al, Board President Craig Bueno 
said, "This is very difficult. We 
take no joy in the failure of others."

TVLC can now submit the 
petitions to the Alameda County 
Board of Education. The County 
Board must complete its review 
and render a decision on the peti-
tion within 60 days of receipt. If the 
County Board denies the petitions 
requesting early renewal, they can 
be submitted to the State Board of 
Education.

Assistant Superintendent Chris 
Van Schaack speculated about the 
motive behind the early renewal 
request. He told the school board, 

By Carol Graham
Twenty years after first being 

elected to the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors, Scott Hag-
gerty was sworn in for his 6th 
four-year term on December 18. 
Haggerty represents District 1, 
which includes Livermore, Dub-
lin, Fremont, and unincorporated 
areas of eastern Alameda County. 
The ceremony took place at Mc-
Grail Vineyards and Winery as 
more than 250 attendees looked 
on. 

"To my family, this just doesn't 

New Sandia 
Manager 
Chosen

The new manager of Sandia 
National Laboratory, starting next 
Spring, will be a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Honeywell Interna-
tional supported by the aerospace 
giant Northrop Grumman and 
Universities Research Association, 
the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration announced last week.

The Honeywell subsidiary is 
called National Technology & 
Engineering Solutions of Sandia, 
or NTESS. It was chosen over 
more than a dozen other companies 
and partnerships that competed for 
the $2.6-billion-per-year operating 
contract. 

The selection will bring to a 
close some 24 years of manage-
ment by Lockheed Martin.

Sandia is one of three major 
U.S. nuclear weapons laboratories, 
the others being Lawrence Liver-
more and Los Alamos National 
Laboratories. Sandia’s Livermore 
site has about 900 employees, 

end," Haggerty said after taking the 
Oath of Office. "To all of you, this 
journey has been a long one. A lot 
of you have been with me since 
that journey started, and I thank 
you very much. We've gotten a 
lot done, and we have a lot more 
work to do." 

Though he demurred from ad-
dressing political issues during the 
occasion, Haggerty is known for 
taking a leading role in improving 
transportation throughout the re-
gion. With traffic traveling through 
Alameda County projected to 

double by 2030, his goals involve 
making improvements in major 
travel corridors including I-580 in 
the Tri-Valley, expanding and en-
hancing transit service, and work-
ing to ensure that the BART (Bay 
Area Rapid Transit) extension to 
Livermore is completed. The main 
goal would be to connect BART to 
the ACE train.

This past year, Haggerty  advo-
cated strongly for the Affordable 
Housing Bonds approved by voters 
in November. He pushed for the 

(See HAGGERTY, page 2)

Haggerty Sworn In for 6th Term

Representatives Vow to Defend 
Scientific Freedom at DOE Labs

Rep. Eric Swalwell, whose dis-
trict includes Lawrence Livermore 
and Sandia National Laboratories, 
led the effort.

All but one of those signing the 
letter were Democrats.

Swalwell noted that the Trump 
transition team asked for “a list of 
the top 20 salaried employees of 
the labs, the labs’ peer-reviewed 
publications over the past three 
years, a list of their professional 

society memberships, affiliations, 
and the websites they maintain or 
contribute to ‘during work hours,’” 
according to the Washington Post. 
This was part of a larger set of 
questions asking DOE about which 
employees worked on the issue of 
climate change.

Swalwell and the other law-
makers wrote in a letter to Trump, 
“Such questions about DOE lab 
staff are worrisome because they 

suggest there may be attempts by 
the incoming Administration to 
retaliate against them or defund 
their work, even if blame for the 
questionnaire is now said to rest 
with a reportedly ‘rogue’ transi-
tion team employee. Regardless of 
one’s views on climate change, it is 
simply inappropriate to target hard-
working public servants simply for 

(See DOE LABS, page 4)

(See SANDIA, page 4)

LARPD to Appoint 
Board Member

(See LARPD, page 4)

Pleasanton Trustees Sworn In, Say Farewell to Grant
Joan Laursen was chosen as the 
new board president. 

At its meeting Dec. 13, the 
board took the first step toward 
refurbishing schools, and possibly 
building a new one, by authorizing 

the creation of the position of Di-
rector of Facilities and Construc-
tion. The  position had been in the 
district, but was eliminated as part 
of budget cuts during the recession.

Funding for the position will 

come from revenue provided by 
Measure I1, the bond approved in 
November by district voters. 

Re-elected trustees Valerie Ar-
kin and Jamie Hintzke were sworn 

District Turns 
Down Charter 
Renewal Bid

(See CHARTER RENEWAL, page 5)

In the first four months of 2016, 
Pleasanton residents launched a 
referendum to overturn the Lund 
Ranch II development approval, 
and an initiative. The initiative, if 
approved, would have prevented 
a Costco from being built within 
what is known as the Johnson Drive 
Economic Development Zone. In 
Livermore, the city council heard 
from residents that they didn't 
like the process or the plan for 
developing 8 acres in downtown 
Livermore. The majority of speak-
ers at workshops and hearings said 
there  were too many houses, too 
little open space, and not enough 
parking. In addition, the plan would 
generate too much traffic. Dublin 
residents objected to IKEA because 
of traffic concerns. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
approved moving forward with the 
purchase of the Old Bernal Parcel, 
a 3.18 acre parcel across from the 
city's library.

Pleasanton has been trying to 

Pleasanton Council Votes to Purchase Old Bernal Site
acquire the land since 2000 when 
it would have come to the city as 
part of Greenbriar Homes purchase 
of the 510 acres known today as the 
Bernal Property. 

The Old Bernal site belongs to 

the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission (SFPUC), which 
began accepting bids for purchase 
of the land in October.

A bid for the appraised value of 
$4.2 million was submitted for the 

land, located close to Pleasanton's 
Civic Center and the ACE train sta-
tion. Pleasanton's bid was deemed 
the highest most responsive. The 
purchase will be finalized some-

(See PLEASANTON, page 8)

(See BERNAL, page 10)

JANUARY 2016
The International Union of Pure 

and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) 
confirmed that Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory scien-
tists and international collaborators 
had discovered elements 115, 117 
and 118. Lawrence Livermore 
teamed with the Joint Institute for 
Nuclear Research in Dubna, Russia 
(JINR) in 2004 to discover ele-
ments 113 and 115. LLNL worked 
again with JINR in 2006 to dis-
cover element 118. Elementy 116 
was found in 2000. The LLNL/
JINR team then jointly worked 
with researchers from the Research 
Institute for Advanced Reactors 
(Dimitrovgrad), Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory, Vanderbilt Uni-

A Referendum and Initiative 
Start Pleasanton's 2016

(See YEAR END, page 5)
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Happy
Holidays!

Your Local News Source Since 1963

Widmer World in Pleasanton, described as a Christmas 
Holiday Fantasy for young and old, features such things 
as movign carousels. Widmer World is located at 3671 
Chelsea Court. It will be openly nightly until Dec. 31 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 

In Dublin, Nancy Costello's  82 year old mom, Doris Siwik, and 12 year old son, Justin 
Costello, are pictured in front of the display that Justin designed. He took a month 
to put up the holiday decorations in their front yard.  Justin also programmed the 
light display. Nancy states, "All the neighbors enjoy stopping by to take pictures."

The home in the photo can be found on Maple Street in Livermore.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

creation of the Community 
Choice Aggregation, which 
enables local governments 
to pool electricity demand 
within their jurisdictions in 
order to procure electricity 
for customers, with the po-
tential to lower the costs to 
consumers.

The Oath of Office was 
administered by California 
Lieutenant Governor Gavin 
Newsom, former San Fran-
cisco Mayor and member of 
the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. 

Newsom stated, "Thank 
you all for taking the time 
to be here on a Sunday night 
to celebrate someone we all 
know well – not just those 
who live in the county, but 
folks throughout Northern 
California - Scott Haggerty. 
I'm a big fan and an old 
friend of his. I want to thank 
Scott for his stewardship, 
for his leadership, and for 
his willingness to continue 
to step up and believe in 
all of you, this region, this 
county, and this remarkable 
state of California that we 

call home."
In characterizing Hag-

gerty's leadership skills, 
Newsom told a story about 
torrential rains in Death Val-
ley in 2004 that resulted in 
wildflowers blanketing the 
typically stark landscape 
in 2005. 

"It turns out Death Valley 
wasn't dead after all – it was 
dormant," said Newsom. 
"The seeds of possibility 
had been planted years and 
years before, waiting for 
the right conditions to come 
along. When the right condi-
tions come along, success 
becomes irresistible. Scott's 
success is a recognition 
of that – he is creating the 
conditions here in the county 
for people to flourish. Lead-
ership is about planting the 
seeds for success to become 
inevitable."

Since its establishment 
in 1855, the Alameda Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors 
has performed duties that 
include: appointing most 
county officers, except elect-
ed officials; providing for 

the compensation of county 
officials and employees; 
creating offices, boards and 
commissions as needed, 
appointing members, and 
fixing the terms of office; 
awarding contracts for pub-
lic works; adopting an an-
nual budget; having an an-
nual audit made of all county 
accounts, books and records; 
supervising the operations of 
departments; and exercising 
executive and administrative 
authority throughout county 
government.

The Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors con-
sists of a five-member non-
partisan governing board for 
which members are elected 
by district based on their 
cities of residence. Haggerty, 
who lives with his family in 
Dublin, represents District 
1, which covers 440 square 
miles of Alameda County's 
total 738 square miles, and 
features a wide range of 
land uses - urban, suburban, 
rural, agricultural and open 
space. It is home to high- and 
low-tech businesses from 

Tesla Motors and the na-
tional laboratories, to cattle 
ranches and some of the old-
est continuously-operating 
vineyards in California, 
including dozens of award-
winning wineries.

Heather McGrail, Mc-
Grail Vineyards, stated, 
"When Scott was looking for 
a venue to hold his swearing-
in ceremony, McGrail's was 
a perfect fit. Scott and my 
dad (Jim McGrail) are long-
time friends, so we were 
thrilled to host the wonderful 
event. Although it was the 
coldest night in Livermore 
this year, it felt warm and 
inviting at the party. Every-
one was excited and proud 
to watch Scott Haggerty's 
swearing in. Sheriff Gregory 
Ahern did a fantastic job 
kicking off the ceremony, 
and it was an honor to have 
Gavin Newsom attend and 
speak. Everyone left the 
event with smiles on their 
faces." 

To learn more, visit ac-
gov.org/board/district1. 

HAGGERTY
(continued from page one)



 December 22, 2016  •  The Independent 3

We invite you to come for a tour today!
(925) 447-LIVE (5483)  |  www.LVSL.net

3356 East Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550
License #019200452

   Like Us On Facebook www.facebook.com/LivermoreValleySeniorLiving

Happy Holidays!

www.yelp.com/biz/livermore-valley-senior-living-livermore

Best of 2017 award winner!
SeniorAdvisor.com, the largest ratings and reviews site  

for senior care and services in North America, just 
officially announced on 12/6/16 that Livermore Valley 

Senior Living was selected as  
a SeniorAdvisor.com  

Best of 2017 Award Winner!  
This prestigious award 

recognizes senior living and 
home care providers who 
receive consistently high 

ratings and positive reviews 
from residents, families, and visitors. 
This exclusive designation is awarded to the top 2 percent 

of providers nationwide, so we are proud to share that 
Livermore Valley Senior Living is on that list!!!

Thank you to everyone in Livermore!!!

Livermore Valley Senior Living
“ A Home Away From Home”

Home For The Holidays
TVAR is sponsoring ALL 

my costs and adoption fee
so for the right home,
I go home for FREE!

So come down to the Shelter 
at 4595 Gleason Drive, 

Dublin and take me home 
for Christmas

so I can start to THRIVE

This promotion is e�ective for the month of December 
for animals at the East County Animal Shelter.  

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 
is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t organization.

 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 
  

TVAR is 
sponsoring all my 

costs 
And adoption fee 

So for the right home, 
I go home for Free! 

So come down to the Shelter 
At 4595 Gleason Drive 

And take me home for Christmas 
So I can start to thrive 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605

 509 Alden Lane, Livermore

Come see this South Livermore  
Oasis with in-law area downstairs!

4 bed/3.5 bath, 2816 sq. ft., 17,582 lot
$1,265,000

THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME! 

VALLeY ROUndUP

By Ron McNicoll
Joe Sanchez of Livermore 

has opened up a career path 
for himself that he never 
might have imagined when 
he was a manual laborer and 
a restaurant cook.

After hard work on his 
studies, and plenty of sup-
port from people at the Cal-
WORKS program at Las 
Positas College (LPC), the 
son of an immigrant farm-
worker is one semester away 
from graduating with an AA 
degree in Early Childhood 
Education. He plans to enroll 
at San Francisco State to 
work towards bachelor's and 
master’s degrees, then go on 
to UC Berkeley for a PhD. in 
Education.

Sanchez has been named 
a statewide and regional 
scholarship winner in the 
CalWORKS program. He 
maintains a 4.0 grade point 
average. 

Sanchez thought  he 
would be a cook for the rest 
of his life because he worked 
his way up to head chef at a 
franchise steak house. He felt 
too numbed psychologically 
by the 60-hour weeks and 
stress of the job to imagine 
anything else.

Though he was em-
ployed, Sanchez and his 
wife, Stephanie, and their 
young daughter were home-
less. They stayed in motels, 
which ate up most of his 
income. Later they lived with 
a family who offered them a 
place to stay for six months.

Climate Fight
California Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. called on 

the scientific community – the “truth-tellers” and “truth 
seekers” – to mobilize for the climate fight. He spoke 
at a rally that included thousands of scientists attending 
the American Geophysical Union’s annual fall meeting 
in San Francisco. 

Brown declared, “The time has never been more ur-
gent or your work never more important. The climate is 
changing, temperatures are rising, oceans are becoming 
more acidified, habitats are under stress – the world is 
facing tremendous danger. We’ve got a lot of firepower. 
We’ve got the scientists; we’ve got the universities; we 
have the national labs and we have the political clout 
and sophistication for the battle – and we will persevere. 
Have no doubt about that. 

"We will pursue a path of collaboration and bold 
political advancement – whatever they do in Washing-
ton – and eventually the truth will prevail,” Governor 
Brown continued. “This is not a battle of one day or one 
election. This is a long-term slog into the future and you 
are there, the foot soldiers of change and understanding 
and scientific collaboration.”

In recent weeks, Governor Brown issued a joint 
release with the governors of Oregon and Washington 
and the premier of British Columbia reaffirming their 
commitment to climate action at the close of COP22. 
The Governor also announced 29 new members to the 
Under2 Coalition, an international climate pact formed 
by California and Baden-Württemberg, Germany among 
cities, states and countries to limit the increase in global 
average temperature to below 2 degrees Celsius, the level 
of potentially catastrophic consequences. A total of 165 
jurisdictions have now joined the coalition representing 
more than a billion people and $25.7 trillion in combined 
GDP – more than one-third of the global economy. 

Consumer Fairness Act
Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15) praised President 

Obama’s signing of the Consumer Review Fairness Act 
of 2016 that prevents companies from intimidating or 
silencing honest critics online.

The Consumer Review Fairness Act voids any non-
disparagement clauses in consumer contracts if they 
restrict consumers from publicly reviewing products 
or businesses in a negative manner and authorizes the 
Federal Trade Commission to take action against busi-
nesses that insert such provisions into their contracts. 
It also ensures companies still can pursue legal action 

against individuals who post false, defamatory reviews. 
This bipartisan bill, introduced by Rep. Leonard 

Lance (NJ-07) and Rep. Joseph Kennedy III (MA-04), 
was based on another that Swalwell first introduced 
in September 2014 to prevent retribution for online 
reviews.

This new law was based on Rep. Swalwell’s H.R. 
5499, the Consumer Review Freedom Act of 2014 – a 
narrow bill designed to outlaw non-disparagement claus-
es and empower the government to stop companies from 
using them while maintaining the ability of businesses 
to sue for traditional defamation. He and Rep. Darrell 
Issa (CA-49) introduced a bipartisan version, H.R. 2110, 
in April 2015; they became original cosponsors of this 
bill, H.R. 5111, in April 2016.

Hazardous Mitigation Plan
The East Bay Regional Park District is seeking the 

public’s comments and suggestions to help create a 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, a long-term guide to 
prepare for earthquakes, wildfires, floods, landslides, 
drought and other natural disasters within the 120,000-
acre Park District.

The plan, funded through a $100,000 grant from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, will ad-
dress ways to protect District assets such as the Tilden 
Carousel, visitor centers, drinking water systems, the 
Temescal dam, Tidewater Boating Center, shellmound 
sites and other structures.

A public workshop will be held from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Jan. 23 at the Trudeau Training Center, 11500 Skyline 
Blvd., Oakland.

The draft Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is scheduled 
to be submitted to FEMA in early 2017 with final ap-
proval and adoption by the Park District Board of Direc-
tors by April 2017. For more information, go to www.
ebparks.org/about/planning#FEMA-Local or contact 
Assistant Finance Officer, Jeff Rasmussen, at (510) 
544-2130 or JRasmussen@ebparks.org.

Swalwell Visits Japan, South Korea
Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15) returned this weekend 

from a congressional delegation trip to Japan and South 
Korea, undertaken in his role as a member of the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.

Swalwell, who is the Ranking Member on that panel’s 
CIA Subcommittee, felt the visit was timely.

“With South Korea having just impeached its presi-
dent, and with revelations that Russia committed cyber-

attacks to interfere with our 2016 election campaigns, this 
would be a prime time for North Korea’s rogue regime 
to rattle its saber,” Swalwell said. “North Korean aggres-
sion not only threatens our ally South Korea, but also our 
own homeland, given its nuclear capability. So this was 
an important time to get on-the-ground updates about our 
affairs and interests on the Korean peninsula, as well as 
to visit with our troops serving there.”

After a stop at the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, Swalwell 
proceeded to Seoul for meetings with U.S. military offi-
cials; Mark Lippert, the U.S. Ambassador to South Korea; 
other U.S. diplomats and personnel; and South Korea’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He had lunch one day with 
service members who hail from California’s 15th Con-
gressional District.

Swalwell also visited the Korean Demilitarized Zone, 
where he received an orientation briefing and met with 
service members.

Fire Damages Pleasanton Home
A home at 4606 Mason Street in Pleasanton suffered 

fire damage to the garage and extreme smoke damage to 
the entire home.

The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department was called 
to the home at 2:11 p.m. on Sunday. Firefighters had the 
fire under control within 20 minutes. No one was home at 
the time of the fire and there were no injuries associated 
with this incident. A total of 22 firefighters responded to 
this one alarm fire. 

The home is uninhabitable because of the amount of 
damage. The occupants, 2 adults and three children were 
able to find lodging with friends. The damaged Christmas 
presents are being replaced by the LPFD Firefighters in 
coordination with the Toys for Tots program.

The fire started in a wall in the garage and was caused 
by an electrical short. Initial damage estimates are 
$100,000 for the structure and $80,000 in content loss.

The LPFD received assistance from the Alameda 
County Fire Dept., Pleasanton Police Dept., Paramedics 
Plus Ambulance, and PG&E.

CalWORKS at LPC Changes Lives
Then Sanchez came in 

touch with the CalWORKS 
program at  LPC. Cal-
WORKS, a county-admin-
istered federal program, was 
begun in 1997 to help low 
income people make a tran-
sition from welfare to work.

The state’s community 
colleges take part by offer-
ing work study opportuni-
ties, major subsidy of child 
care tuition, and education 
for a career path.

The Sanchezes located 
an affordable apartment in 
Livermore. Their daughter is 
now in the child-care facility 
at LPC, with 80 percent of 
her tuition being paid.

Sanchez credits the many 
relationships he has devel-
oped at LPC with his suc-
cess. There are 64 students 
are being served by Cal-
WORKS. Especially impor-
tant has been the work of the 
program’s on-campus direc-
tor, Kimberly Tomlinson, 
said Sanchez. “She always 
has a compliment for me. It 
makes me feel incredible,” 
said Sanchez.

Tomlinson said, "It’s re-
ally a program of relation-
ships. We have a lot of stu-
dents in CalWORKS who 
go through the journey, and 
become surprised by their 
own capacity.”

Sanchez especially has 
appreciated the counseling 
he received. In his first year, 
he told a counselor he felt a 
little isolated as someone 
who is 35 years old, with 
most of the other students 

about 20 years of age. “I felt 
like, ‘What is this old guy 
doing here?’, but I learned 
to speak up more and more. 
You need to realize you 
can do it, because you are 
entitled to do so, and to put 
your best foot forward,” said 
Sanchez.

Another student, Mi-
chele Brecht of Livermore, a 
graduate of the CalWORKS 
program, teaches in the dual 
immersion program at Junc-
tion Avenue K-8 School in 
Livermore.

Brecht went though Cal-
WORKS about 10 years ago. 
She was a single mother 
who depended on welfare. 
She enterted the work study 
program, which gave her 
enough income to free time 
for study.

“CalWORKS taught me 
to find everything I would 
need in my journey. When I 
went to LPC, I was living in 
Leahy Village (public hous-
ing). That’s how I was able 
to go to school. I struggled, 
but I was not so worried 
about where I could get my 
rent,” said Brecht.

“I go back to Leahy and 
talk to the managers. They 
are proud, calling it a suc-
cess story. That's what these 
programs are for. They are 
supposed to be temporary 
(for an individual),” said 
Brecht.

Brecht has returned to 
LPC from time to time to 
give speeches about how 
to meet goals and make ac-

complishments. “I believe 
you have to have determina-
tion and drive to succeed,” 
she said.
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MAILBOX
(Opinions voiced in let-

ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The Independent. 
The Independent will not 
publish anonymous letters. 
All letters are required to 
have the names of the per-
sons submitting them. Abu-
sive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters should be sent by 
email to editmail@com-
puserve.com)

Retraction
A letter published in last 

week's Independent regard-
ing speeding was attributed 
to Nancy McKenzie. She 
did not write nor did she 
send the letter.

Fear and Hatred
Susan Mayall
Livermore

I was born in England in 
1933, the year Hitler came 
to power in Germany. That 
fact deeply affected my 
life. My father was killed 
in World War II. My family 
was subjected to bombing 
raids through all of the war. 
We were lucky enough to 
avoid invasion, but we lived 
in uncertainty and fear.

As I grew up I became 
more and more interested 
in the causes of war, and the 
rise of regimes that lead to 
it. So at Cambridge Univer-
sity I studied History, and 
later taught it in the United 
States, at High School and 
Community College. 

I am deeply concerned 
about the rise of right wing 
extremist groups in this 
country and in many other 
parts of the world. Many 
of the aspects of America 
that drew me to become a 
citizen in 1970 seem to be 
under attack. 

Now I see the same sort 
of suspicion of change, fear 
of ‘the other’, derision of 
science and intellectuals 
that existed in Germany and 
many other European coun-
tries before World War II. 
People who formerly would 
not openly have declared 
their misogynist, racist, or 
xenophobic views have felt 
emboldened to do so by the 
statements of the President 
Elect during his successful 
campaign. 

Nationalism, rather than 
globalization, seems to be 
on the rise. And the wish for 
a strong ‘leader’, who will 
re-create the nation’s great-
ness, has much in common 
with the European countries 
of the 30s, who elected 
persuasive autocrats who 
led their nations into World 
War II and its widespread 
suffering. 

I hope and believe that 
America is too good and 
strong a country to follow 
this path. But as Ruth Gas-
ten, who narrowly escaped 
the Holocaust, pointed out 
in her letter to the Indepen-
dent this week, we need 
to speak out against these 
trends – challenge every 
false statement, racist or ho-
mophobic remark, anything 
that leads to the acceptance 
of hatred. 

I do not want to imply 
that those who voted for 

Trump are racists or misogy-
nists. Many simply wanted 
change, and were willing to 
ignore his worst statements. 
But we should not be quiet 
in the face of hatred. It was 
silence that led to the rise of 
dictatorships in Europe, and 
is beginning to do so again. 

Silence is dangerous.

Climate Change
Rich Buckley
Livermore

To Trumps Cl imate 
Change Transition Team: 
"The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment said on Tuesday it will 
not comply with a request 
from President-elect Donald 
Trump's Energy Department 
transition team for the names 
of people who have worked 
on climate change and the 
professional society mem-
berships of lab workers." 

A good list is easy to 
comprise just ask Leuren 
Moret in Berkeley. Ask 
Dane Wigington of Geo En-
gineering Watch, Ask Kevin 
Shipp, CIA https://youtu.be/
NiPGeb_wDLU 

The biggest problem in 
science is "need to know 
basis" compartmentalized 
security classification. There 
is still a classified wing of 
atmospheric science and 
employees must again sign 
oaths of secrecy at NOAA 
just to report weather. "We 
can neither confirm nor 
deny."

The mainstream of the at-
mospheric scientists brought 
mistrust upon themselves 
and only they can begin to 
rebuild the public trust. No 
one in public is asking of 
them to not speak truth or 
use candor. 

So at the very core of 
atmospheric science there 
appears to be three tiers: 

TIER (1) The LLNL 
brand of atmospheric com-
puter modeling which sim-
ply prohibits candor, being 
as candor falls outside the 
interests of their sponsors. 
When was the last time you 
heard them speak the word 
"Chemtrail," or the word 
"HAARP"? Sadly LLNL's 
"unclassified" atmospheric 
science public arena work, 
arguably interferes with the 
higher authority of the Deep-
State's classified projects 
that's the basis of a weapons 
lab who's sponsors hail from 
the military-industrial-con-
gressional-media-complex. 
Who dares to point out these 
obvious observational de-
partures from a clean air 
hypothesis we ordinary folks 
see everyday in our sky?

The pretense that atmo-
spheric field data collection 
and observational aware-
ness is none of atmospheric 
science's concern seems 
absurd. They choose to only 
deal with data handed to 
them, washing their hands of 
all culpability for accuracy, 
truth or candor in the data 
received...and then dare to 
go out into the public arena 
and speak for the integrity 
of all tiers of atmospheric 
science? That's grotesque. 

T I E R  ( 2 )  U S  A I R 
FORCE AND NAVY, classi-
fied warfare tier which is up 
to all sorts of mischief and 
with militarized interests in 
HAARP and Chemtrails we 
even used back in Vietnam. 
But nowadays we are watch-

ing adverse public health, 
adverse agri-business and 
unimaginable horrendous 
public safety outcomes be-
ing inflicted globally, each 
an act of secret warfare.

TIER (3) THE DEEP 
STATE TIER, need-to-
know, above top secret ex-
periments on public health, 
population control, biologi-
cal warfare experiments, all 
eventually tested and used 
on the general population 
in secret until emails get 
hacked and the cat's out 
of the bag. This third tier 
comprised with the world's 
bizarre ruling elites with 
thousands of blood-oath 
minions serving them. This 
is the tier-level around which 
movie plots are written (Bat-
man-Sandyhook style, and 
Aurora Colorado Movie 
House Massacre style). 
These elites are comprised 
of the highest level secret 
society members acting ritu-
alistically, forecasting with 
public clues of their intended 
sacrifice of innocent victims, 
all gorging off the orgy of 
chaos, mayhem, and death. 
Clear lines of responsibility 
always funnel back to Tier 
3 control under the private 
ownership of the Federal Re-
serve cabal of international 
bankers. This Deep State is 
only dealt with through hu-
mility, cosmic level love and 
compassion less you too be 
consumed under the power 
of endless capital resources 
under their command. Con-
trol through corruption has 
always been their highly 
successful means.

BUT THERE IS GLOB-
AL WARMING

Even in the face of all this 
"scientific" and environmen-
tal-politicizing mischief and 
dark-witchcraft of death, the 
larger issue is there appears 
indeed to be a real compo-
nent of some form of global 
warming. More appropriate 
would be to call it solar sys-
tem wide energy increase. 
It appears to be more than 
our well known 1500+--year 
Solar Cycle. And that is 
worth focusing our research 
to understand its origin. The 
energy seems connected to 
the path of our solar system 
through the galactic plane. 
Investigating atmospheric 
truth may lead to cognitive 
dissonance on the deepest of 
levels. "Nothing real can be 
threatened. Nothing unreal 
exists. Herein lies the peace 
of God." - Helen Schucman

Thrift Shop Still Open
Milly Sutton
Livermore

I enjoy reading letters to 
the editor in your weekly 
paper. Recently a letter was 
printed saying Shepherd's 
Gate Thrift Shop had closed, 
but this is not the case. The 
shop has relocated to Hill-
crest Shopping Center on 
East Avenue. It's a wonder-
ful time of the year to check 
it out.

They do a great work pro-
viding for homeless women 
and children. You can make 
an appointment to tour the 
facility on Portola Avenue.

Climate Science
Sarah Novitske
Pleasanton

I enjoyed Jeff Garber-
son's thoughtful article head-

lining today's paper. Perhaps 
the article went to print 
prior to yesterday's news 
regarding Trump's transi-
tion team denouncing the 
questionnaire that targeted 
DOE employees working on 
climate change. 

Please refer to CNN's 
"Trump Team Disavows 
Climate Change Question-
naire to Energy Department" 
or TIME's Donald Trump’s 
Transition Team Says Con-
troversial Climate Question-
naire Wasn’t Authorized. 
(12/14/16)

As far as I can tell, the 
NY Times, Washington Post 
and others who carried the 
initial news article regard-
ing the Trump Inquiry have 
not followed up with the 
transition team's response. 
I wouldn't expect them to, 
as these mainstream media 
outlets continue to push their 
own agendas on the Ameri-
can people. I wholeheartedly 
agree with keeping the un-
settled debate over our envi-
ronment and climate change 
alive, but we need good sci-
ence and good reporting, not 
"science fiction promoted by 
alarmists." Even President 
Elect Trump has recently 
shown signs of being more 
open-minded on this debate. 
I don't think he would have 
met with Al Gore and Leon-
ardo DiCaprio last week if 
he wasn't.

Uplifting
Mary McMahon
Livermore

The Independent Mag-
azine was very uplifting 
discussing local charities. 
When I read the story of St. 
Michael School students 
having a food can drive I 
remembered another food 
can drive.

Fifity years ago I taught 
third grade in an Inter-city 
school in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts. One of my pu-
pils, Ardele, looked up at me 
with those brown eyes and 
said," We is not the givers, 
we  is the getters."   

It Will Be Okay
Darren Edwards
Livermore

Wow, I feel badly for the 
reader who wrote in about 
our president elect.  That 
reader seemed to express 
a great deal of  anxiety 
regarding Trump using the 
words; “polluted," “lies," 
“hiding," “dangerous," 
“corrupted," “unqualified," 
“false," "conned," “invalid," 
“outrageous," “violence," 
“narcissistic," and “nasty."   
The reader then went on to 
directly compare our presi-
dent elect to Hitler and the 
Holocaust and emphatically 
pleaded for a “DO OVER 
ELECTION."  I am sur-
prised this kind of hyper-
bolic criticism made it past 
the editor’s desk. 

Let’s  give Trump a 
chance before comparing 
him to the most notorious 
figure in world history.  My 
take is that we are transition-
ing from a smooth, polished 
president that fundamen-
tally dislikes our country, to 
a rough-around-the edges 
president who loves this 
country.   It will be okay.

Voting an Important Right
The Tri-Valley voter turnout for the No-

vember 8, 2016 election represented a big 
jump from 2014.

In Dublin, the total  79.76% was much 
higher than the 46% turnout two years ago in 
a gubernatorial election year.  In Pleasanton 
82.38% of the voters showed up at the polls, 
while in Livermore the total was 79.26%. 
Those numbers compare to November  2014 
with a 50.88% voter turnout in Pleasanton 
and 47.07% in Livermore.

Pleasanton City Councilmember Karla 
Brown set a new record for a councilmember 
with 20,337 votes. She speculated that the 
numbers reflect positive voter response to 
her message of slow, smart growth.

The fact that 2016 represented a presi-
dential election led to the large turnout. It's 
too bad that interest is so high only every 
four years.  Those elected at local and state 
levels impact how a school district, city, or 
state is governed.

 Those who govern are elected by its 
citizens, making voting an important right. 
It's one that should be exercised in every 
election.

doing their jobs. Staff at our 
DOE labs go where the sci-
ence takes them, and for that 
they should be praised, not 
punished. Should DOE lab 
employees be improperly 
subjected to adverse em-
ployment actions and then 
decide to take legal recourse, 
we will stand as amici curiae 
to support them.”

Donald Trump's transi-
tion team disavowed the 
questionnaire. "The ques-
tionnaire was not authorized 
or part of our standard pro-
tocol. The person who sent 
it has been properly coun-
seled," a Trump transition 
official told CNN last week. 

The letter’s signers either 
represent districts in which 
national laboratories are 
located, or serve on commit-
tees with jurisdiction over 
the labs.

The Members of Con-
gress also noted the DOE 
laboratories are owned by 
the government. However, 
most are operated by con-
tractors, which restricts em-
ployment decisions to lab 
managers and should protect 
staff’s academic freedom 
and scientific integrity from 
political interference. The 
lawmakers requested from 
Trump the specific questions 
that were asked of DOE 
about the lab staff, and the 
President-elect’s intentions 
for using this information. 

“Our  DOE labs  are 
among the crown jewels 
of America,” they wrote. 
“Their hard-working, bril-
liant scientists and research-
ers are working to solve 
some of the most pressing 
and vexing questions and 
problems we face. These 
include keeping our nuclear 
weapons stockpile safe and 
secure, developing advanced 
supercomputers, improving 
the detection of weapons of 
mass destruction, and creat-
ing new ways to produce 
cleaner energy. What they 
learn also helps create jobs 
and grow our economy, 
goals we all share.”

Among those signing 
the letter was Rep. Eddie 
Bernice Johnson (TX-30), 
the Ranking Member on the 
House Committee on Sci-
ence, Space and Technology.

Johnson, a Democrat, 

said, “I am troubled by re-
ports that the President-
elect’s transition team is 
seeking the names and other 
information as it relates to 
staffing at our amazing De-
partment of Energy National 
Laboratorie. This effort, part 
of a larger one to find out 
information on departmen-
tal work related to climate 
change, risks having a chill-
ing effect on the pursuit of 
scientific knowledge at some 
of our nation’s finest institu-
tions. It is this knowledge 
our nation’s policymak-
ers will need if we are to 
responsibly address any of 
the most important issues of 
our time.”

Rep. Marcy Kaptur, the 
Ranking Member on the 
House Appropriations Sub-
committee on Energy and 
Water Development, which 
oversees funding for the 
Department of Energy and 
national laboratories, wrote, 
“The Department of Energy 
should be called the ‘Depart-
ment of the Future’ as its 
scientists and researchers, 
throughout the agency but 
especially the National Labs, 
often turn science-fiction 
ideas into reality,” Kaptur 
said. “Any challenge to these 
public servants’ scientific 
autonomy creates grave con-
cerns to the integrity of their 
work, and is harmful to our 
country and scientific inde-
pendence around the world.”

Other signers included 
Reps. Don Beyer (VA-08), 
Suzanne Bonamici (OR-
01), Bonnie Watson Cole-
man (NJ-12), Peter DeFazio 
(OR-04), Diana DeGette 
(CO-01), Mike Doyle (PA-
14), Anna Eshoo (CA-18), 
John Garamendi (CA-03), 
Michelle Lujan Grisham 
(NM-01), Alan Grayson 
(FL-09), Joe Kennedy (MA-
04), Barbara Lee (CA-13), 
Daniel Lipinksi (IL-03), 
Dave Loebsack (IA-02), 
Zoe Lofgren (CA-19), Ben 
Ray Lujan (NM-03), Do-
ris Matsui (CA-06), Ed 
Perlmutter (CO-07), Jan-
ice Schakowsky (IL-09), 
Jackie Speier (CA- 14), 
Mark Takano (CA-41), Paul 
Tonko (NY-20), Niki Tson-
gas (MA-03), and the lone 
Republican, John Yarmuth 
(KY-03).

 

DOE LABS 
(continued from page one)

while its main Albuquerque 
site has about 9,000. It also 
has locations in Nevada and 
Hawaii.

Honeywell also man-
ages the Kansas City Na-
tional Security Campus, 
which makes most of the 
non-nuclear components of 
nuclear weapons. Previous 
managers of the Kansas City 
facility were Bendix and Al-
lied Signal.

The competition for the 
Sandia contract “generated 
unprecedented interest from 
across industry,” according 
to Frank Klotz, a retired Air 
Force Lieutenant General 
who is Under Secretary for 
Nuclear Security at the U.S. 
Department of Energy, as 
well as Administrator of the 
National Nuclear Security 
Administration.  

The new contract is ex-

an appointment made no 
later than Jan. 25. Notice of 
vacancy and the application 
are available online at www.
larpd.org.

Also at last week's meet-
ing, new board member Jan 
Palajac and returning board 
member Beth Wilson were 
sworn in by LARPD General 
Manager Tim Barry.

Wilson was elected to 
serve as chairman; Mary-
alice Faltings was selected 
as vice chairman for the 
coming year.

In other matters, the 
Board passed revisions to 
Personnel Rules and Regula-
tions regarding holiday pay 
and leave accruals. Part-
time benefited employees 
are paid at the rate of time 
and one-half for all holi-
days worked in addition to 
receiving holiday pay; the 
modifications add full-time 
and part-time non-benefited 
employees to this rule. In 
addition, employees who are 
required to work a holiday 
will be allowed to flex their 
holiday to another day in the 
same pay period. 

Under matters initiated 
by board members, David 
Furst suggested that the 
district consider removing 
the fence separating the two 
areas of Sycamore Grove 
Park. 

Faltings raised the issue 
of off-leash dogs on trails. 
Under district rules, dogs 
on trails must be on a leash. 
However, not all of the trails 
belong to the district; they 
are under the jurisdiction of 
the city. Barry said he would 
have a conversation with the 
city about aligning rules.

Barry announced dates 
for public workshops to 
take input on plans for the 
Springtown Open Space, 
formerly a golf course. The 
first, primarily for Spring-
town residents, will be held 
January 30, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Croce Elementary 
School Multipurpose Room, 
5650 Scenic Avenue. The 
second, intended for all resi-
dents, will take place Janu-
ary 31 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, Cresta Blanca 

Room, 4444 East Avenue. 
Barry noted that everyone 
is welcome to attend one or 

both meetings. However, at-
tending both meetings is not 
necessary.

pected to take effect on May 
1, 2017, following a four-
month transition period in-
tended to “provide stability 
for the workforce employed 
under the current contract 
and efficient continuity of 
operations for NNSA’s vi-
tal missions,” according to 
information provided by 
NNSA and by Sandia.

It will bring to a close 
some 24 years of manage-
ment by Lockheed Martin 
through its wholly owned 
subsidiary, Sandia Corp. 
That management arrange-
ment has received generally 
good performance reviews 
conducted each year, al-
though it was criticized 
and fined last year after a 
DOE audit found that Sandia 
Corp. had improperly used 
contract funds to influence 
extensions of the Lockheed 
Martin contract.

 

LARPD 
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Former Livermore Valley Unified School District Trustee 
Bill Dunlop goes over math problems with of the 
participants in MathCounts competition.

"It has been suggested that 
TVLC is eager to get out 
from under our oversight 
and are eager for a denial 
at the local level so TVLC 
charters can be approved at 
the state level."

Superintendent Kelly 
Bowers, in consultation with 
District staff and legal coun-
sel, had recommend that 
the early renewal petitions 
be denied for the following 
reasons: the charter schools 
present an unsound educa-
tional program for the pupils 
to be enrolled in; it was 
demonstrably unlikely that 
the program set forth in the 
renewal petitions could be 
successfully implemented; 
and the renewal petitions 
did not contain reasonably 
comprehensive descriptions 
of all of the 15 elements 
required in the Education 
Code. 

The district found con-
cerns with 9 of the 15 ele-
ments at both the LVCS 
and the Prep school. They 
involve education programs, 
student outcomes, gover-
nance structure, employee 
qualifications, health and 
safety, social and ethnic 
balance, admission require-
ments, manner in which 
employees are covered by 
STRS/PERS (retirement 
programs), and finance and 

programmatic audits.
The Prep school issues 

included loss of accredita-
tion. It was noted that there 
were charges of assault and 
battery, and child abuse, 
as well as failure to report 
child abuse. Teachers were 
teaching outside their cre-
dentialed areas. Van Schaack 
said that multiple allegations 
of grade and attendance tam-
pering were found that call 
into question the academic 
integrity of the school. None 
of the manipulations were 
done by students or teachers.

Van Schaack told the 
board that students did not 
show across the board im-
provement in either English 
language arts or math at 
either school, or sustained 
improvement. 

There was no represen-
tative from TVLC at the 
meeting held last Tuesday. 
No member of the public 
spoke. However, the district 
received more than 20 let-
ters urging the board not to 
renew the charters.

Van Schaack said of the 
LVCS petition, "It was a dis-
appointing document." He 
noted that it was a modified 
version of the 2012 charter 
petition. "It does not indicate 
the level of professional-
ism that we would have 
expected in a document of 

this nature." There was no 
significant input from teach-
ers, parents and other com-
munity members regarding 
the contents of the petition. 

The petition also includ-
ed a list of involved and 
supportive teachers, which 
Van Schaack said was a 
misrepresentation. All of the 
teachers had asked that their 
names be removed. 

"Of real significance, it 
failed to provide three year 
budgetary, cash flow, finan-
cial assumptions or financial 
projects as required by law. 
The school district believes 
their financial status is of the 
most importance. They pro-
vided almost no information 
in that regard."

 The district has sent 
out notices of violations to 
TVLC over the past year. 
The latest notice was hand 
delivered to TVLC on Nov. 
16, 2016. Violations listed 
include fiscal mismanage-
ment, deficiencies in TV-
LC's budgets, continued 
unpaid debts, in addition 
to the following violations: 
TVLC’s bankruptcy filing 
including lack of candor re-
garding the filing; Site safety 
violations; and the violation 
of admissions preferences as 
listed in the charter.

Trustee Chuck Rogge 
said he was disappointed. 

"When we took over I had 
high hopes that we could 
lead them to providing a 
better school." 

A letter signed by Lynn 
Lysko, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of TVLC, responded 
to the district's recommen-
tation to deny the early re-
newal request. "We were 
disappointed to see that the 
District staff reports . . . are 
replete with false informa-
tion and misapplication of 
law. . . . Some of those 
misstatements appear to be 
intentional. Those reports 
make it clear that, despite 
the extraordinary accom-
plishments of the students, 
families and staff at LVCS 
and LVCP, and the actions 
of TVLC to restructure its 
debts incurred under former 
management, the District is 
nonetheless determined to 
defame and deny charter re-
newal for these schools and 
destroy their long-standing 
communities. Therefore, it 
would be an effort in futility 
to detail the myriad errors, 
demonstrably false state-
ments and deficiencies in the 
agenda materials."

However, the letter does 
provide a few examples. One 
noted that the staff report 
would have the district act in 
violation of federal law with 
regard to bankruptcy. Now 

that TVLC is operating as a 
“debtor in possession” under 
chapter 11, the Bankruptcy 
Code expressly prohibits the 
District from taking action 
against TVLC . . . regarding 
issues relating to TVLC’s 
overall financial status.

The letter further states 
that the district used an 
erroneous renewal stan-
dard. "The District must 
consider increases in pupil 
academic achievement for 
all groups of pupils served 
by the charter school as 
the most important factor 
in determining whether to 
grant a charter renewal. The 
Charter Schools Act does not 
require 'across the board' or 
'overall' increases in pupil 
academic achievement for 
charter renewal." 

With regard to budgets, 
the letter notes that the origi-
nal scope of work was not a 
financial audit, but rather a 
review of the current year’s 
budget and the financial 
projection for the next two 
years, along with a fiscal 
health analysis.

The letter states, that 
understanding the facts re-
garding the original scope 
of Fiscal Crisis & Man-
agement Assistance Team 
(FCMAT) work is important, 
because only with those 
facts is it clear why FC-

MAT has agreed with TVLC 
that the original scope of 
work should be postponed. 
The Chapter 11 petition to 
restructure debts under a 
federally approved plan of 
reorganization would make 
any premature multiyear 
financial projection (MYFP) 
for TVLC entirely moot and 
of no use whatsoever.

The FCMAT team deter-
mined that they would be un-
able to develop a meaningful 
multiyear projection because 
of substantial uncertainty 
about enrollment and other 
critical financial assump-
tions.

"These types of false, 
misleading and prejudicial 
statements in the Staff Re-
ports are emblematic of the 
bias that unfortunately per-
meates the findings. Expend-
ing further charter school 
resources to respond to the 
Staff Reports in any greater 
detail at this time would be 
futile, and we decline to do 
so," the letter concluded. 

UNION AGREEMENT
In other action, the board 

ratified an agreement with 
the Livermore Education 
Association. The union had 
approved the agreement on 
Dec. 6. It includes an ongo-
ing wage increase of 3.25% 
retroactive to July 1, 2016.

CHARTER RENEWAL
(continued from page one)

TVLC Asks Audit 
Deadline Extension

Tri-Valley Learning Corporation (TVLC) has been 
given a one-week extension to Dec. 22 to deliver financial 
information to the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD). 

TVLC was supposed to have the results of its annual 
independent audit to the school district by Dec.15, which 
oversees the two publicly funded Livermore charter schools 
operated by TVLC.

However, TVLC CEO Lynn Lysko wrote and e-mailed 
the district on Dec. 14 to ask for an extension of the deadline 
to Feb. 15. LVJUSD Superintendent Kelly Bowers replied 
that the district would allow an extension, but only until 
Dec. 22.

Lysko said in an e-mail to Bowers dated Dec. 14 that the 
need for an extension was “due to critical circumstances.” 
The circumstances that she described in a formal letter 
Dec.15 included having to  re-create the general ledger, an 
extremely time-consuming task, because of the condition 
of the books when Lysko took over. 

Another factor cited by Lysko was changing the TVLC 
back office from  the previous auditors to Charter Impact, 
which Lysko said delayed transmission of “relevant and 
critical data.”

Further, TVLC had asked the Fiscal Crisis and Manage-
ment Assistance Team (FCMAT) to examine all financial  
data, since it was “deemed critical for an accurate audit.”

However, Bowers replied in her letter that Lysko and 
TVLC should have been aware of the reasons for asking an 
extension much earlier than Dec. 14, when the extension 
request was made. Further, Lysko has not specified what 
data are missing, why it is missing, or the status of data 
retrieval, said Bowers.

Delay hurts the district's ability to conduct proper over-
sight, said Bowers.

Bowers also underscored timeliness by saying that dead-
lines for the data from TVLC are approaching, such as the 
bankruptcy court and the WASC accreditation. Bow-
ers also noted that TVLC was late last year with its audit by 
several months.

At a Dec. 13 meeting of the TVLC board, Lysko said that 
TVLC is doing projections for five years out.  “We have a 
positive budget to take us to June 2017,” said Lysko.  TVLC 
should be able have positive budgets over five years, with 
the cooperation of bond holders, she said.

TVLC’s filing for bankruptcy will enable it to  draw 
up a plan to pay creditors, but also keep enough money to 
continue programs.  The Chapter 11 procedures have kept 
major businesses open.

In response to a question from board member Dave Gou-
lart, Lysko said that the Livermore Valley Charter Preparato-
ry retains WASC accreditation.  However, published reports 
indicate that Western Association of Schools Accreditation  
(WASC) had withheld the accreditation pending the results 
of a site visit.  Lysko  told The Independent in an e-mail 
that she expects WASC to make a decision in January. "I 
am very confident we will continue to be WASC accredited. 
However, should WASC decide to withhold the accreditation 
we earned in 2013, we will immediately re-apply.”

Lysko updated the board concerning  enrollment. LVCP  
teaches  274 students down from 1100, Livermore Valley 
Charter School, 298 (the previous number of students was 
not available); Acacia Elementary School, 224;  and Acacia 
Middle School, 135, for a total of 1031 students at the four 
schools. 

 

The Dublin Unified School District (DUSD) is one of 
433 school districts in the United States and Canada and just 
22 in the state of California honored by the College Board 
with inclusion on the 7th Annual Advanced Placement (AP) 
Honor Roll list for 2016-17.

Dublin Unified earned this honor through its efforts to 
increase access to AP courses to a significantly broader 
pool of students.

From 2014 to 2016, Dublin High increased the number 
of students participating in AP from 363 to 626, while main-
taining 75% or more of students earning AP Exam scores of 
3 or higher, the score typically needed to earn college credit.

“This recognition is a testament to our efforts in Dublin 
to provide students with expanding opportunities to achieve 
and challenge themselves,” said DUSD Board of Trustees 
President Megan Rouse. “Those efforts are succeeding and 
our students are more college-ready as a result.”

Dublin is one of three East Bay school districts to be 
recognized, including Hayward Unified and San Ramon 
Valley Unified. Dublin has previously been recognized on 
the AP Honor Roll in 2015-2016 and in 2011-12.

Superintendent Leslie Boozer, PhD., commented, “We 
are proud to be recognized on a national level for the 
outstanding work happening at Dublin High School every 
day. Credit to our students and their families for their com-
mitment to a rigorous, relevant education, and to the staff 
and site leadership who do such a remarkable job serving 
our students.”

 

Dublin on AP Honor Roll

The class action lawsuit 
aimed at returning Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory retirees to University of 
California health care pro-
grams appears to be moving 
toward the final phase of a 
two-part trial in the coming 
year following one last case 
management conference in 
mid-February.

Judge George Hernandez 
of Superior Court in Oak-
land, where the suit is being 
heard, said last week that he 
anticipated setting the trial 
date at the February meeting.

Laboratory retirees lost 
access to UC health pro-
grams starting in 2008 af-

The Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors of-
ficially created a regional 
energy authority. The board 
also finalized a Joint Powers 
Agreement to allow East 
Bay municipalities to work 
together to procure energy 
for customers and have more 
input ensuring that energy 
comes from clean, local, 
renewable sources.

Already, 11 local cities 
have voted to join Alameda 
County in the newly created 
East Bay Community Energy 
authority. They include Dub-
lin and Livermore. 

A 2002 State law enabled 
local governments to form 
Community Choice Aggre-
gation (CCA) programs for 
their communities. CCAs 
enable local governments 
to pool electricity demand 
within their jurisdictions in 
order to procure electricity 
for customers while main-

taining the existing electric-
ity provider, Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company, for cus-
tomer billing, transmission 
and distribution services.

A feasibility study recent-
ly concluded that a CCA pro-
gram could potentially bring 
benefits to Alameda County. 
These include more local 
control to plan and work 
to procure higher levels of 
renewable energy, and to 
reduce the amount of green-
house gases associated with 
local energy consumption. 

In addition, the cost of 
energy is predicted to be 
lower.

The Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors passed 
a resolution in June 2014 
authorizing the County 
Community Development 
Agency to investigate the 
implementation of a CCA 
program for Alameda Coun-

ty and its cities. In October 
2016, supervisors passed 
an Ordinance authorizing 
the program. In addition to 
Livermore and Dublin, cit-
ies joining are Albany, Em-
eryville, Berkeley, Oakland, 
Piedmont, San Leandro, 
Hayward, Union City and 
Fremont. Pleasanton took a 
wait and see stance. Cities 
had been required to ap-
prove participation by Dec. 
31, 2016.

Scott Haggerty, Presi-
dent of the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisor, stated, 
“We are pleased that so 
many of our local govern-
ment partners in Alameda 
County are joining us in 
taking this monumental step. 
Across the East Bay, the 
consensus is that a CCA 
program is the right way to 
go – both for the environ-
ment and for our residents.”

Chris Bazar, Director 
of the Alameda County 
Community Development 
Agency, added, “We also 
believe our local CCA will 
have additional flexibility 
in terms of investing in local 
power development, energy 
efficiency programs for resi-
dents, and new technologies 
– such as electric transporta-
tion, distributed energy stor-
age and microgrids – to help 
make our communities more 
resilient and to help generate 
a significant number of local 
jobs."

The JPA Board, com-
posed of the County and the 
partner cities, is expected to 
convene for the first time in 
January 2016. After detailed 
program design and energy 
contracts are finalized, pro-
gram launch for customers 
would begin in late 2017 or 
early 2018.

Retiree Healthcare Lawsuit Moves Ahead

County Establishes Energy Authority

ter the U.S. Department of 
Energy turned Laboratory 
management over to a for-
profit partnership, Lawrence 
Livermore National Security 
LLC.

A grass roots organiza-
tion called UC Livermore 
Retirees Group filed suit in 
2010.  The suit became a 
class action in 2014. 

The first phase of the 
trial took place in 2015 in 
Superior Court in Oakland, 
where Judge Hernandez 
found that UC had clearly 
intended to make health care 
commitments to its retirees 
and had actually made the 
commitment. 

Since then, retirees have 
been trying to assemble a 
complete list of those who 
should be part of the lawsuit 
class, including LLNL retir-
ees, dependents and survi-
vors.  The job has been made 
more difficult by University 
privacy rules and by a lack 
of clarity over the exact date 
when retirees lost their right 
to UC health care.

Attorneys for the retir-
ees have complained that 
the University has delayed 
proceedings by providing 
inaccurate lists of possible 
class members.  The delay 
has had consequences, they 
believe.  In a statement to 

the court, they wrote that 
“at least 1,033 putative class 
members have passed away” 
since late 2007 and “at least 
215 on the class list” have 
died since the class was 
certified on Oct. 30, 2014.

Still, the prospect of 
scheduling the second phase 
of the trial was encouraging 
to the Retirees Group.  A re-
cent email from group lead-
ership noted management 
changes expected at Los 
Alamos National Labora-
tory and warned that similar 
changes at LLNL could pro-
duce health care programs 
even worse than “the inferior 
medical benefits” that are 
now available. 

versity and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, to discover 
element 117 in 2010. The discovery brings the total to six 
new elements reported by the Dubna-Livermore team (113, 
114, 115, 116, 117, and 118, the heaviest element to date).    

The Pleasanton City Council gave final approval to 
Greenbriar Homes' plans to build 43 units on Lund Ranch 
II on 34 aces in the southeast hills of Pleasanton; 177 acres 
of the property would be given to the city as open space. 
The vote was 3 to 1 with Karla Brown dissenting. A speaker 
representing Save Pleasanton Hills told the council that 
within 30 days of the final approval, plans were to start col-
lecting signatures to referend the project. The speaker and 
others said that the council was violating the provisions of 
Measure PP, the ridgeland protection ordinance approved 
by voters, by allowing a road to be constructed on a slope 
greater than 25%. Supporters of the referendum began col-
lecting signatures two weeks later.  There was controversy 
over  supporters having paid people to gather signatures. 
Referendum proponents argued that paying people was 
necessary to meet the deadline to qualify for the ballot. They 
said that the development would open the door for future 
projects to ignore the rules of Measure PP.

The Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council (PCAC) selected 
Jill Vellinger as the Art Supporter of the Year for 2015. Jill 
helped bring PCAC into the world of social media. For the 
last few years, she had been an avid supporter of the Arts 
in the Schools Program.

 Livermore-Amador Valley Transportation Authority 
applied for a $2 million federal grant to buy eight electric 
buses. The electric buses would be carbon-free, dramati-
cally reducing pollution, and cost of maintenance. Each bus 
would be priced at $850,000.  The fuel savings over the life 
of each bus would amount to $250,000.

The Tri-Valley Learning Corporation (TVLC) and Las 
Positas College (LPC)  reached agreement on paying a 
debt of $208,000 owed to the college. LPC instructors had 
been teaching certain advanced classes at the Livermore 
Valley Charter Preparatory (LVCP) school.  John Zukoski, 
interim CEO of TVLC, said that TVLC had been under the 
impression and assumption that the classes were covered by 
the college's equivalent of average daily attendance (ADA) 

support from the state.
An 18-month ban on the commercial cultivation of 

marijuana was approved by the Livermore City Council. 
Cultivation for personal use was not  impacted by the 
ban. By adopting the temporary cultivation ban, the city 
preserved local control over the licensing of commercial 
cultivation of marijuana.

The Dublin City Council passed a new ordinance reaf-
firming its  prohibition of  medical marijuana dispensaries, 
and adding cultivation and delivery to patients to the ban.

The final version of the environmental impact report 
on the proposed Carnegie State Vehicular Recreation Area 
(SVRA) expansion was the focus of a tour and public 

(continued on page 7)

YEAR END
(continued from page one)
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Girls soccer players from 4 different area clubs - 
Pleasanton Rage, Livermore Fusion, West Coast 
and Dublin United- teamed up in the spirit of good 
sportsmanship, friendship, and compassion to raise 
money and pack 6,264 meals for hungry children around 
the world. The "Dream Team" food packing event took 
place at Kids Against Hunger in Pleasanton. 

Over the weekend, the Granada Wrestling Team 
competed in three tournaments. Results of varsity action 
at the Folsom Jailbreak Duals: Granada High School 
4-1, 4th place; 107 Ethan De La Torre 2-2; 114 Majed 
Moussalli 0-1; 121 Rylan Matheson 2-2; 127 Jonathan 
Nguyen 0-2; 133 Joseph Lestochi 3-1; 139 Dylan Krauss 
0-5; 146 Ahmet Gueye 3-1;  153 Anthony Martinez 4-0, 
All Tournament Team; 161 Jackson Volkir 2-2; 171 Jack 
Kilner 4-0, All Tournament Team; 183 Zachary Stewart 
1-3; 196 Jack Lutz 3-1. 9th Annual Bill Martel Wrestling 
Invitational (Varsity): Granada High School 22nd Place, 
22 points: 120 Edward Vilchis 1-2; 126 Zack Armstrong 
2-2, 5th Place; 138 Robert Gonzalez 0-2; Josh Collom 
1-2; 6th Annual Colt Classic (Junior Varsity): Jordan Bets 
2-1, 3rd Place; Cody Brown 3-1, 3rd Place; Francisco 
Midkiff 3-0, 1st Place; Hayden Rotermund 0-2; Moheb 
Salemi 2-2; Tre Savino 1-2; Sebastian Wright 1-2; Jacob 
Zayas 3-0, 1st Place
 

Granada High School wrestlers Anthony Martinez and 
Jack Kilmer were named to the All Tournament Team at 
the Folsom Jailbreak Duals. 

Granada Little League held its second tryout for the 2017 
season, this time on a cold but dry Saturday.  Shown is 
Quinn Boyd fielding a ground ball during the 11-year-
old tryouts.

WildKatz pictured are (back, from left) Coach Marlon 
Fernandez, Nadia Sherman, Jayden Morton, Maddee 
Reid, JaelinaHernandez, Bella Gelao, Katie Strong, Keira 
Korsak (guest player), Daisy  Tompkins (guest player), 
West Coast Soccer DOC Troy Dayak; (front) Sydney 
Goodwin, Maddie Flask, Taryn Richey, Melanie Reed, 
Mia Mirate, and Karlee Lywandowsky; (not pictured 
Emily Hollingshaus).

Calvin David and Edward Smith of the Pleasanton 
Seahawks swam at the ‘2016 Winter Junior National 
Championships’ on December 7-10, 2016 at Texas A&M 
in College Station Texas.  Calvin David, age 15, recorded 
a new best time in the 200 free with a 1:41.24, a new best 
time in the 1650 free with a time of 15:44.32.  Calvin also 
swam in the 500 free in both prelims and finals with a new 
best time of 4:28.06.  Ed Smith, age 17, swam to a new 
best time in the 100 free of a 46.89 and also competed in 
the 200 free and the 500 free.  Pictured with Calvin David 
and Ed Smith is Coach Caitlin DeNise of the Pleasanton 
Seahawks.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer WildKatz 05 

Girls are on a roll, posting a strong 5-0 
win over DeAnza Force 05 in the first 
round of Norcal State Cup. Wildkatz 
followed up their State Cup win by 
knocking off the #1 & #2 ranked teams 
in California at the 2016 Mustang 
Winter Turf tournament.  

West Coast Wildkatz played in 
the Premier Bracket of the Mustang 
Winter Turf Tournament that boasted 
7 out of the top 10 teams in NorCal. 
The WildKatz scored early in the game 

with a goal by Karlee Lywandowsky 
and held the lead throughout the game. 
WildKatz dominated play but with just 
minutes left to play, MVLA scored 
ending the game in a 1-1 tie.  WildKatz 
faced DeAnza Force EGSL in game 
two, West Coast scored in the first half 
with goals by Lywandowsky, Katie 
Strong and Maddie Flask. WildKatz's 
defense held Force scoreless through-
out the game finishing with a solid 3-0 
win. On day two of the tournament, 
Wildkatz faced #2 ranked Diablo FC 
in a physical and heated competition, 

but WildKatz prevailed with a goal by 
Katie Strong and held DFC scoreless 
to take the win 1-0 and secure a spot 
in the finals.  West Coast WildKatz met 
#1 ranked Ajax Green in the final and 
found themselves down 1-0 for the 
first time all weekend but just before 
the end of the half, WildKatz scored 
on an individual effort by Strong who 
tied the game at 1-1.  With 20 seconds 
left in play, Ajax fouled Jayden Mor-
ton outside the 18 yard box, Morton 
stepped up and hit a laser shot past Ajax 
goalkeeper and put WildKatz up 2-1 

sealing the upset victory to take home 
the prestigious championship.  

Training Camp
FTC Track Club is holding a winter 

break camp focused on improving 
speed, acceleration, jumping, and 
agility for youth athletes aged 7 to 18. 
Athletes focused on track and field and 
also athletes from other sports who 
want additional speed training and 
conditioning are all welcome.  There 
are two separate sessions: 1) Dec. 28 

to 30th or 2) Jan. 3 to 5, 2017. Visit 
www.ftctrackclub.com and look under 
tab Training Camps, or contact Coach 
Jorge Quero, jquero@ftctrackclub.
com or (925) 209 7520.

LGSA Registration
Livermore Girls Softball Associa-

tion welcomes all Livermore girls aged 
5-18 for the 2017 Spring Recreational 
season. No prior experience necessary. 
Online registration is open at www.
lgsa.org. Visit the website or email 
info@lgsa.org for more information. 

CYO Track and Field
St. Michael CYO Track and Field 

team will begin practices for the fall 
season on February 8th. Sign ups are 
January 9, 12, 17 & 19 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in Liver-
more. The team is open to all children 
from kindergarten through eighth 
grade who live in Livermore or attend 
St. Michael. Go to www.smisctrack.
org for more information or contact 
Mandy Costello at mandy.costello@
hotmail.com or 925-337-7344.

sHORT nOTes
City Holiday
Celebrations on Air

This season’s holiday pa-
rades and tree lightings are 
airing on TV30.  Featured 
are the  2016 celebrations 
from the Tri-Valley cit-
ies of Dublin, Livermore, 
and Pleasanton.  TV30 is 
broadcasting the holiday 
events that took place ear-
lier this month at various 
times throughout the holiday 
season (see schedule). Join 
TV30 on Christmas Day for 
a marathon of local holiday 
events and entertainment 
starting at 6 a.m. going to 
midnight.

"These holiday celebra-
tions we record and then 
broadcast represent hours of 
planning by those in charge 
of organizing them and the 
participants,” said Melissa 
Tench-Stevens, Executive 
Director at TVCTV. "We 
consider these events one 
of the main things we cover 
all year that highlight com-
munity spirit.” 

The events  may be 
viewed on Comcast TV 
Channel 30 and AT&T U-
verse via Channel 99 as 
well as streaming live and 
via video demand on the 
TV30 website at tv30.org.  
DVDs are also available for 
purchase on the website.

Kicking off the festivities 
was the City of Dublin’s 
33rd Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony that took place 
on Thursday, December 1st 
at the Dublin Civic Center 
with seasonal entertainment 
provided by students from 
the Dublin Unified School 
District.  

The 21st Annual Down-
town Livermore Holiday 
Sights & Sounds Parade 
was held on Saturday, De-

cember 3rd featuring over 
50 floats, local marching 
bands, and light displays 
marching down First Street 
followed by the lighting of 
Livermore’s holiday tree by 
Mayor John Marchand and 
Santa.

Also taking place on Sat-
urday, December 3rd was 
the Pleasanton Hometown 
Holiday Parade and Tree 
Lighting on Main Street in 
downtown Pleasanton. It 
was the largest ever with 
20,000 spectators.  The an-
nual community celebra-
tion included a parade with 
floats, marching bands, com-
munity groups and more. 
Pleasanton Mayor Jerry 
Thorne presided over the 
lighting of the holiday tree 
in front of the Museum on 
Main Street. 

2016 Holiday Parade and 
Tree Lighting Air Days and 
Times on TV30:

Dublin Tree Lighting:  
Saturday 8 a.m., Sunday 5 
p.m., Wednesday 11:30 p.m., 
Friday 2 p.m. 

L ive rmore  Ho l iday 
Sights and Sounds Parade: 
Saturday 6 p.m., Sunday 4 
p.m., Wednesday 9 p.m., 
Thursday 10 a.m.

Pleasanton Hometown 
Holiday Parade: Saturday 
8:30 a.m., Sunday 5:30 p.m., 
Wednesday 10 p.m., Mon-
day 11:30 a.m.

Cantabella Children's 
Choir:  Saturday 10 p.m., 
Friday 2:30 p.m., Tuesday 9 
a.m., Monday 11 p.m.

Smiles Dentistry
Giving Gifts

This holiday season, Star-
bucks customers in Califor-
nia can share the joy of the 
holidays with a foster or 
at-risk youth in need. Foster 

youth served by Aspiranet, 
a leading human servic-
es agency of California, 
will receive gift donations 
from Starbucks customers 
through this joint effort at 
258 participating locations.

Now in its eighth year, 
the annual Starbucks gift 
drive builds a bridge be-
tween the generosity of the 
community and the holiday 
wishes of foster children. 
Last year, customers donated 
more than 6,000 gifts, allow-
ing Aspiranet social workers 
to deliver age-appropriate 
gifts for thousands of foster 
youth and teens from infants 
to older youth transitioning 
out of foster care.

Livermore Smiles Den-
tistry and Orthodontics staff 
will drop off 30 gifts to lo-
cal non-profit Aspiranet for 
foster youth on Dec. 22 at 
Starbucks in Livermore. 

 A list of participating 
Starbucks locations can be 
found at: www.aspirane-
tholidays.org.

Transition to 
Elementary School

The City of Pleasanton’s 
free Community Educa-
tion Series continues with 
Transitioning to Elementary 
School. The program will be 
presented on Wednesday, 
January 18, 2017 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Public Library,  400 Old 
Bernal Ave.

Parents and guardians 
who have children eligible 
for Kindergarten or Transi-
tional Kindergarten during 
the 2017-18 school year are 
invited to a panel discus-
sion about the shift from 
preschool to elementary 

school. This workshop will 
provide information, tools 
and resources for families 
of young students, ages 
4 - 6. The panel will in-
clude teachers and parents 
from the Pleasanton Unified 
School District. The district 
nurse will also be on hand 
to answer all your questions 
about vaccinations.

Families will have their 
questions answered about 
sleep and nutrition, prepar-
ing for homework, the value 
of routines, and much more.

Although the event is 
free, registration is recom-
mended. Go to pleasanton-
fun.com and enter course 
code #63584.

The Community Edu-
cation Series is a month-
ly event that takes place 
throughout the school year 
with workshops geared to-
wards adults and students in 
the community. The Series 
was developed by the City 
of Pleasanton, Community 
Services staff in conjunction 
with the Pleasanton Youth 
Commission to meet the 
goals outlined in the Youth 
Master Plan (2010).

For more information, 
please email amcgovern@
cityofpleasantonca.gov or 
call 931.5359.

Living with Dementia
To help give caregivers 

a better understanding of 
the disease and the needs 
of patients who suffer from 
it, Hope Hospice presents, 
Living with Dementia on 
Saturday, January 14 from 
9:45 a.m. to noon. The class 
is part of Hope Hospice’s 
Family Caregiver Education 
Series.

During this class, “The 
Dementia Whisperer” Laura 

Wyman, a nationally-rec-
ognized expert on dementia 
and author of A Loving Ap-
proach to Dementia Care, 
will discuss the various 
medical conditions that can 
cause dementia including its 
leading cause, Alzheimer’s 
disease. She will examine 
the clinical symptoms and 
progression of dementia and 
present strategies for effec-
tively communicating with 
individuals with dementia. 

Any community member 
engaged in the role of fam-
ily caregiver or expecting 
to soon become a caregiver 
is invited to attend these 
classes. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

Classes are held at Hope 
Hospice, 6377 Clark Av-
enue, Suite 100, Dublin 
(2nd floor conference room). 
Register online at Hope-
Hospice.com or contact 
Hope Hospice Community 
Education Volunteer Deb-
bie Emerson at debbiee@
hopehospice.com. 

Hope Hospice’s Family 
Caregiver Education Series 
offers a series of 14 classes 
designed to provide train-
ing, education, support, and 
resources for those caring 
for loved ones with chronic 
or disabling conditions. For 
more information about 
other sessions, visit Hope-
Hospice.com.

These programs are avail-
able at no cost to all com-
munity members; however, 
donations to Hope Hospice 
are greatly appreciated. 

Livermore Dog-Friendly
Livermore was ranked 

ninth in the nation of a list 
of dog-friendly cities. Dog-

Vacay crunched the numbers 
to determine the most dog-
friendly cities. Using census 
statistics, local business in-
formation and its own data, 
communities were rated on 
a 100-point scale — creating 
the Bark-a-bility Score. The 
top ranked city was Naples, 
Florida.

Four major categories 
that are important to pet 
parents were chosen. The 
categories were broken into 
several distinct data points 
with a value to each data 
point, adjusting for popula-
tion. Livermore achieved an 
overall grade of 82. Main 
categories and data points 
used are as follows:

• Veterinarian Availabil-
ity & Healthcare (79 for 
Livermore, national average 
40): number of emergency & 
24/7 veterinarians available; 
number of regular veterinar-
ians & specialists; average 
premium for dog insurance

• Pet Services (82 for 
Livermore, 58 national av-
erage): number of groomers 
available; amount of dog 
trainers in the area; adop-
tion and breeder availability; 
count of Dogvacay Hosts & 
dog-boarding options

• Parks & Fun (89 for 
Livermore, 57 national av-
erage): number of hotels 
that allow dogs; amount of 
dog-friendly restaurants; 
dog parks nearby; average 
number of sunny days

• Quality of “Dog” Life 
(79 for Livermore, 58 na-
tional average): overall dog 
population; house vs. apart-
ment ratio; average yard 
size; number of dog-friendly 
property rentals
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We are located on the corner of 4th and L St.
First Presbyterian
Church Livermore

5:00 pm
Family friendly worship service featuring 

Christmas carols in a less formal environment

9:00 pm  & 11:00 pm 
A traditional candlelight service telling the 

Christmas story with scripture, uplifting 
seasonal music and carols led by our 

Sanctuary and Bell Choirs 

2020 Fifth Street, Livermore
925-447-2078  |  www.fpcl.us

We invite you to our Saturday 
Christmas Eve Services

 

Celebrate with Us at

Our Savior Lutheran Church
  

Candlelight 
Christmas Eve

Services
Dec. 24, 7pm & 10pm

Christmas Day 
Service

10:00am
(Festival Communion 

Service)

  

1385 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore, CA 

Christmas Worship 
and Celebrations

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District is 
accepting applications to fill a vacancy on the Board of 
Directors.

The vacancy was created when Director Bob Coomber 
was elected to the Livermore City Council in November. 
The LARPD Board will fill the vacancy by appointment. 
The person appointed will hold office as a Member of the 
Board of Directors until December 2018, when the term of 
the vacated seat expires.

Applicants must be a registered voter within the District’s 
boundaries – the area bounded by Contra Costa County 
to the north, San Joaquin County to the east, Santa Clara 
County to the south and the cities of Pleasanton and Dublin 
to the west.

Persons interested in being considered for appointment 
may obtain an application at the District office at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore; 
complete and submit an application on the LARPD web-
site; or download an application from the LARPD website, 
www.larpd.org. To request that an application be mailed or 
e-mailed to you, call 925-373-5700.

Applications will be accepted in the District office until 
12:00 noon on Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017. Postmarks will not 
be accepted.

A date for review of applications will be determined 
based on how many are received. The Board will select 
applicants to be invited to a group interview at its Regular 
Board meeting on Jan. 11. If an appointment is not made at 
the Jan. 11 meeting, the Board will make the appointment 
at its Jan. 25 Regular Meeting.

For more information call 925-373-5700.

Applications for LARPD 
Board Vacancy Available

Photo - Doug Jorgensen 

In early February, the  media was given a tour of 
the new I-580 Express Lanes specially designed to 
improve the commute for all motorists along the 
approximately 14-mile Tri-Valley corridor in Alameda 
County through Dublin, Pleasanton and Livermore. The 
I-580 Express Lanes are operated by the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission (Alameda CTC) and were 
funded with federal, state, regional and local dollars, 
including voter-approved Measure B. They are part of the 
Bay Area Express Lanes, a network that will include 550 
miles of express lanes by 2035 in the Tri-Valley.   
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A participant is holding the golden football she found 
during the Pleasanton Downtown Association. The event 
was held in conjunction with the Super Bowl. Prizes 
were awarded for finding footballs hidden around the 
downtown.
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Students worked with  the Pleasanton Police Department 
during the 2016 Youth In Government Day event in 
March. The goal of the annual event is for students 
to learn more about how the city and school district 
operate.

hearing. The 3000-acre expansion area is located in Corral 
Hollow to the west of the current 1600 acre Carnegie Park. 
The land was purchased in 1998 by the state for use as an 
off-highway vehicle facility. The  EIR analyzed impacts 
only at a program level, which lists general locations for a 
variety of uses. There were no specifics. Opponents raised 
concerns  about the adequacy of the environmental review 
in regard to impacts on wildlife and habitat. They said it was 
too general and failed to look at an option for an open space 
park with trails that would not allow motorized vehicles.

The Pleasanton Unified School District board unani-
mously passed a resolution committing to holding all 
students to the same educational standards. All students 
will receive the help they need to achieve those standards, 
regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, or socio-economic 
status. Trustee Mark Miller specifically stated that he hoped 
at some future date to more specifically make a policy state-
ment concerning racism.

The Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center (LVPAC) 
reported a successful 2015 year, with financial results 
exceeding expectations and other measures increasing as 
well. At the beginning of 2015, facing an annual budget that 
anticipated a loss of $297,000, the management and staff 
of LVPAC instead set an ambitious goal: to break-even for 
the year by raising community involvement, increasing 
individual donations, broadening audience, and reducing 
costs. Financial statements for 2015 show that LVPAC’s 
operating budget not only broke even but, in fact, achieved 
a surplus of approximately $20,000. 

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District 
raised concerns about the local charter schools; some were 
ongoing, some were new.  The Livermore District over-
sees both the Livermore Valley Charter School (LVCS) 
and Livermore Valley Charter Prep School (LVCP).  The 
two schools are among those managed by the Tri-Valley 
Learning Corporation (TVLC). Notices of concern asking 
for responses were sent regarding several issues.  These 
include the financial status of TVLC. The district asked 
for justification for charging tuition to foreign students, 
reasons for failure to meet the  budget audit deadline, and  
notification of any changes to the charter.

Both supporters and opponents of the Lund Ranch II 
referendum complained at a Pleasanton City Council meet-
ing about incidents that have occurred during the signature 
gathering process. Those in support of the referendum and 
those opposed both charged those on the other side with 
using intimidating tactics. Opponents also pointed to mis-
information used to convince people to sign the referendum 
petitions. 

Livermore Shakespeare Festival was officially recog-
nized by the Board of Trustees of the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District  for implementing the citywide "So 
Wise So Young Shakespeare" program for second graders. 
The 10-week program puts professional teaching artists in 
37 second grade classrooms in the Livermore public schools 
over the 2015-16 school year. The curriculum focuses on 
literacy and uses Shakespeare to teach critical and creative 
thinking, communication and collaboration and is fully 
integrated with Common Core standards.

FEBRUARY 2016
The Livermore City Council reviewed development 

proposals for 8.18 acres in the center of the downtown 
over a two night council meeting. Fifteen submissions 
to requests for proposals were received by the city; three 
were withdrawn. City staff narrowed the field to six for 
council review along with a submission from the local Ad 
Hoc Community Group.  All included some level of retail 
development, as well as parking. Rankings looked at two 
aspects. One related to such areas as experience, financial 
support and readiness. The second considered compat-
ibility with the Downtown Specific Plan's vision for the 
downtown. The process considered the six highest-ranking 
proposals with the Council voting 4 to 1 to select Lennar 
Multifamily and its hotel partner, The Compass Project, and 
Trumark Homes for residential and RSVP Investments as 
the hotel developer. Councilmember Stewart Gary voted 
against the motion because he wanted to have more than 
two hotel options.
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Amador Valley High School Dons skated past Foothill 
High 8 to 4 in an ice hockey match up at Dublin Iceland 
in January. Leading scorers, with two goals each, were 
Devin Cox from Amador and Alexander Barclay from 
Foothill.

YEAR END
(continued from page 5)

Las Positas College (LPC) in Livermore was ranked 
number 27 on a recent list of the fastest-growing community 
colleges in the country, trending in the opposite direction of 
many of the nation's community colleges. The survey was 
conducted by CCW Research and published in Community 
College Week. LPC increased enrollments of 5,000 to 9,999 
over a 12 year period. Between Fall 2013 and Fall 2014,  a 
2.3% increase was seen over the previous year. LPC Presi-
dent Barry Russell, PhD., cited the explosive growth in the 
Tri-Valley region and Tracy over the past decade as a major 
contributor to the rise in enrollment at LPC, as well as other 
factors that make the college a compelling option for stu-
dents, including a high transfer rate to four year institutions.

A standing-room-only public hearing in Tracy heard 
sharp criticism both of the proposal to expand motorized 
recreation to the Tesla site in eastern Alameda County and 
of the manner in which a required environmental review 
was carried out.  There was also strong support for the 
project from groups that organize and encourage motor-
ized off-road recreation. The contentious hearing was held 
to generate public input for the state agency that promotes 
and regulates motorized off-road recreation as it considers a 
proposed Final Environmental Impact Report on the future 
of the state’s Carnegie site.

Dublin received an "A" for the fourth consecrative year 
from the American Lung Association for its efforts to pass 
controls on many aspects of smoking. The City earned an 
"A" for establishing regulations to attain smoke-free outdoor 
air, and a "B"  in smoke-free housing and tobacco retailer 
controls. The city picked up four bonus points in other cat-
egories to propel it to the overall "A" grade. Restrictions 
on such things as sampling of tobacco products and restric-
tions on retailer locations earned the bonus. Livermore and 
Pleasanton  received   grades of "D". 

Supporters of the referendum aimed at overturning the 
43-unit Lund Ranch II approval turned in petitions to the 
Pleasanton City Clerk. The clerk issued a receipt for 6086 
signatures.  A total of 4124 valid signatures were required to 
qualify the referendum for the ballot. The petitions were sent 
to the Alameda County Registrar of Voters for verification.

Granada High School  was  authorized for the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. The Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Organization (known as IB) offers 
four high-quality and challenging educational Programmes 
for a worldwide community of schools, aiming to create a 
better, more peaceful world.  Granada  planned to begin 
the IB Diploma Programme this fall at the beginning of the 
2016/17 school year.

Notices of violation were sent to the Tri-Valley Learn-
ing Corporation (TVLC) demanding action on four matters 
the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District would 
like to see addressed. TVLC manages both the Livermore 
Valley Charter School (K-8) and Livermore Valley Charter 
Preparatory. The issues include charging tuition for foreign 
exchange students; failure to submit an audit by deadline; 
failure to repay a debt to Las Positas College; and failure to 
achieve racial and ethnic balance at the K-8 school.

Pleasanton Unified School District Trustees approved an 
instructional calendar for 2016-17 that accomplished their 
stated goal of completing high school final exams before 
the winter break.  School would begin Aug. 15, 2016, and 
end on June 2, 2017.  The board had voted in June 2014 
to adopt a new instructional calendar, rescinded it in Dec. 
2014 after board member  Mark Miller was elected. Miller 
had campaigned in favor of a more considered look at the 
calendar, including more stakeholder involvement. A broad 
range of students were included with teachers, parents, 
administrators and support staff taking part in a survey. 

Granada High School art club students participated in the 
Memory Project, a nonprofit founded in 2004 that invites art 
teachers and their students to create portraits for youth who 
have faced substantial challenges, such as neglect, abuse, 
loss of parents, and extreme poverty. Using photographs 
provided by the foundation, artists chose a medium, such 
as painting or drawing, to create a keepsake portrait for the 
child.  Once completed, portraits are delivered to the chil-
dren as gifts. Photos of them holding their portraits were 
shared with the artists. 

Calls for more transparency and accountability in the 
managing of Livermore's two publicly funded charter 
schools increased after state Superintendent  of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson meet with local school district 
and charter school officials for more than two hours.   Af-
ter separate meetings with TVLC officials and LVJUSD 
Superintendent Kelly Bowers and Chief Business Official 
Susan Kinder, Torlakson told news organizations and charter 
school parents that he had discussed the violations with both 
school administrations. 

The newly formed Altamont Regional Rail Working 
Group held its first meeting. Focus of the Working Group 
centered on the need to have BART go to Greenville Road 
in Livermore to make the inter-regional connection with 
the San Joaquin Valley via the Altamont Corridor Express 
(ACE rail service). Supervisor Scott Haggerty, who was 
elected Chair of the Working Group, stated, “The time for 
waiting and being patient for BART to come to Livermore 
to connect with ACE is over. As elected officials, I think it 
is important that we figure out a way to deliver this project.”

The I-580 Express Lanes opened, giving drivers a new 
choice for traveling on I-580 through Dublin, Pleasanton 
and Livermore. The express lanes feature two eastbound 
lanes and one westbound express lane through the Tri-
Valley corridor between San Ramon Road/Foothill Road 
and Greenville Road. They  operate Monday through Friday 
from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Drivers are able enter or exit the 
express lanes anywhere there is skip striping.

MARCH 2016
The Pleasanton City Council voted to place the Lund 

Ranch II referendum on the June 7, 2016 ballot. The council 
had the choice of rescinding the Lund Ranch II approval or 

(continued on page 9(
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By Carol Graham
Spielberg. Shyamalan. 

Sweeney. 
It's not as farfetched as 

it may sound. Livermore's 
Connor Sweeney is well on 
his way to making his film-
making aspirations come 
true. 

The 17-year-old Granada 
High School junior began 
working on his first im-
portant film project, "Af-
ter Thoughts," last April, 
wrapped shooting in No-
vember, is in post-produc-
tion currently, and remains 
on track to release his direc-
torial debut early next year. 

"After Thoughts tells 
the story of a teenager who 
is killed in a car accident 
while driving under the in-
fluence," said Sweeney. "As 
she is dying, she recalls the 
actions leading to her death 
from a different perspec-
tive; through frozen-in-time 
scenes at the party, she sees 
herself drinking a danger-
ous amount of alcohol, and 
watches as she and two 
friends eventually leave the 
party and drive away."

Though only six minutes 
long, the film packs a power-
ful message. 

"Going through high 
school, I've come to learn 
that a lot more teens drink 
than  I  had  or ig ina l ly 
thought," said Sweeney. 
"With several fatalities tak-
ing place in Livermore alone 
over the past few years, I 
want to ensure that people 
are being safe. I hope to con-
nect mainly with teenagers 
on the subject, as I believe 
they will be impacted by a 
film created by people their 
own age. I want the story 
and imagery to stick with 
the audience and make them 
think twice before getting 
behind the wheel while in-
toxicated."

Sweeney's inspiration 
came last year when "Every 
15 Minutes," a two-day en-
actment of a drunk-driving 
accident and its fallout held 
at high schools for juniors 
and seniors, took place at 
Granada. 

"Being a sophomore, I 
was not able to experience 
the event, but the atmo-
sphere on campus was truly 
haunting," said Sweeney. "In 
April, I pitched a very basic 
version of the film to my 
co-producer and Director of 
Photography Will Murphy, 

and to my teacher and execu-
tive producer Keith Picker-
ing Walters (aka PW). From 
there, the film took off and 
we were able to collaborate 
with countless people to help 
bring the vision to life."

More than 80 people took 
part in the party scene which 
was filmed at the Sweeney 
home in August. 

"Through the stress and 
confusion of the scene, I 
took a second to breathe and 
look at everything that we 
had done," said Sweeney. 
"Starting out as a small proj-
ect, it was truly humbling 
to step back and see all the 
people who were helping 
us achieve our goals and 
promote safety."

Additionally, Sweeney 
worked with Jeanie Haigh, 
director of the Livermore 
Valley Film Commission, 
and members of the Liver-
more Police Department, 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department, and Paramed-
ics Plus.

"The most surprising 
thing I learned was that so 
much of filmmaking is based 
on connections," said Mur-
phy, 18, a Granada graduate 
and freshman at Califor-
nia State University, Long 
Beach. "Connections were 
the backbone of this film."

Although the film is not a 
class project, Sweeney and 
Murphy have been able to 
produce it alongside their 
Video Productions program, 
which provided necessary 
resources. 

"Our final budget came to 
$7,000. In order to achieve 
a high level of quality and 
execute complex visual ef-
fects, we were able to rent 
the necessary professional 
gear," said Sweeney. "We 
also hired a professional 
lighting crew to ensure the 
best image quality. Other ex-
penses included props, such 
as the damaged car used in 
the accident scene."

Funding came from the 
Granada Supporters, do-
nations from friends and 
family, and grants from the 
Rotary Club of Livermore 
Valley, the Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation, and 
the Altamont Cruisers. 

"Connor has grown so 
much from this experience," 
said father and former Liver-
more Police Chief Steve 
Sweeney. "Through this pro-
cess he's had opportunities to 

make public presentations, 
prepare grant proposals, 
organize large groups, and 
take his topic from a concept 
to a short film. It was very 
ambitious and I was pleased 
he wanted to focus on a topic 
that would be meaningful 
and address a significant 
societal issue."

Added mom Nicole 
Sweeney, "We're impressed 
with how he stepped up to 
this challenge, succeeded 
in this role, and became 
more and more comfortable 
throughout the process. He 
has gained a full appre-
ciation for what it takes to 
manage a project of this 
magnitude, overseeing and 
managing so many details, 

and interacting with adults 
in many different capacities. 
He has devoted an incredible 
amount of time and energy 
to this project, and despite 
many obstacles along the 
way, he remains committed 
to seeing the project through 
to completion."

Sweeney is currently 
working with the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Cen-

ter hoping to premiere After 
Thoughts at the Bankhead 
Theater before releasing it 
on YouTube and Vimeo.  

"From there, we'll show 
it in local schools as part of 
a safety course, then hope to 
take it to a national level," he 
said. "We plan to encourage 
youth programs, such as 
sports leagues, to air it on 
their websites or social plat-

forms, as we see great value 
in displaying our message 
within youth-development 
programs." 

With a wealth of film-
making experiences now 
under his belt, Sweeney 
hopes to pursue a career in 
film production, and plans to 
attend film school (hopefully 
Chapman University) after 
graduation. 

Yet Sweeney has already 
mastered one major aspect 
of making successful films.  

"If I have one piece of 
advice to give aspiring art-
ists, it would be to never let 
perceived limitations hold 
you back," said Sweeney. 
"At the beginning of this 
project, I was told numer-
ous times that I was going 
way over the top in terms 
of production. I did not let 
that stop me. I continued to 
pursue my vision."

No doubt, Spielberg and 
Shyamalan would say the 
same thing.  

To learn more, visit www.
facebook.com/projectatdd.

Film Offers Message Concerning the Results of Actions Taken

Connor Sweeney

Photos show students applying make-up. They are Mac Guerreiro is being made up by Amy Lingengelter. Other 
photos are of the accident scenes and the group of young actors who took part in the filming, Sweeney is at the 
far left.
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in by Supervisor Nate Miley. 
Mayor Jerry Thorne did the 
honors for board newcomer 
Steve Maher.

Arkin said it was an 
honor to be re-elected for a 
third term. "I will dedicate  
myself to the role of being 
your trustee.”

Hintzke was re-elected 
to start her 9th year on the 
board. She said that to do the 
trustee’s job,  you have to be 
able to feel, to be compas-
sionate and empathetic.  

Maher,  present with 
daughters and grandchil-
dren, said he would always 
try to make decisions that are 
the best for children.

Plaques wre presented 
to Grant from the offices 
of Congressman Eric Swal-
well, Sen. Steve Glazer, and 
Assemblymember Catharine 
Baker.

In paying tribute to 
Grant, Arkin said, “You al-
ways have been very kind, 
though we all have different 
opinions (on issues).  Kind-
ness is one of the things that 
matters in life. You have a 
great heart, and you really 
care about kids.”

Trustee Mark Miller said 
that after he joined the board 
two years ago, he came to 
appreciate Grant as “our 
stabilizer, our mediator, and 
team-builder, our voice of 

reason  on some of  the most 
sensitive and controversial 
topics.”

Maher, who worked in 
the district for 39 years as 
teacher and administrator 
until retirement, said that 
in his conversations with 
Grant, “You used to say,  
‘What do you need? What 
can I do to help students 
learn better?’”

Hintzke stated that  Grant 
improved the board’s closed 
sessions with his thinking 
and values.

Laursen added that Grant 
put things in context when 
board members were argu-
ing. “You showed it’s not 
really that hard.”

Grant responded that he 
has enjoyed his 10 years 
on the board. He  thanked 
his wife, Stephanie, and 
their three children  for un-
derstanding about the time 
needed for service. He said 
that over the past 10 years or 
so, he has spent 6000 hours 
working as a trustee attend-
ing meetings, events and un-
dertaking other obligations.

Grant listed what he con-
siders to be the  four pillars 
of the community. They 
are families, public educa-
tion, heath and health care, 
and spirituality and belief. 
"Without any one of them, 
the community is weak-
ened,” said  Grant.

In other action, the board  
approved a First Interim 
financial report to send to 
the Alameda County Office 
of Education concerning 
the district's current fiscal 
situation, and the outlook 
for the next two years. It is 
required of all public schools 
districts.

The district shows a sur-
plus of $13 million in unre-
stricted funds after expendi-
tures. However,  $20 million 
is set aside for restricted pro-
grams, which are mandated. 
Special education represents 
the major mandated pro-

gram. It takes $12.5 million 
from the budget, because the 
federal government, which 
imposes the mandate, does 
not fully fund its obligation 
to the district, said Deputy 
Superintendent of Business 
Services Micaela Ochoa. 
Another major expenditure, 
deferred maintenance, sits at 
about $4 million.

School districts must 
carry a 3 percent reserve. 
The First Interim budget 
meets that, with 3.83 per-
cent.  However, projections 
for the next two years show 
2.9 percent and 1.7 percent 

respectively.
Much of the money will 

be going to increased pay-
ments to the State Teachers 
Retirement Fund (STRS) 
and CalPERS, the retirement 
fund for classified personnel. 
Amounts for the district’s 
contribution to both funds 
total will rise from $12.8 
million in this Fiscal Year 
(FY) 16/17 to $14.1 million 
in FY 18/19.

The budget will be in 
flux, awaiting Gov. Jerry 
Brown's budget in January, 
and later, the May revision.

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)



He was preceded in death 
by his wife Sally Sorce In-
derbitzen in 1985.

There will be a Celebra-
tion of Life at 2pm on Sat-
urday January 14, 2017. It 
will be held in the Barn at 
Inderbitzen Ranch, 6030 
Dagnino Road, Livermore. 
If attending, please bring 
memories to share.

The family would like 
to thank the doctors, nurs-
es, technicians and staff at 
Davita Dialysis Center in 
Livermore for their wonder-
ful care of "Mr. Eddie" for 
the past few years.

Donations may be made 
to the National Kidney 
Foundation at https://www.
kidney.org/support

Stanley Joe Smith, 62
Stan Smith was born on 

9-6-1954 in Ada, Ok to J.L. 
and J.M. 
S m i t h .  
T h e 
f a m i l y 
came to 
C A 
when he 
was two 
y e a r s 
old.  He 
attended 
Oakley 
School 
g r a d e s 

K-8, moving on to Liberty 
High School in Brentwood.  
At Liberty, he played var-
sity golf, basketball, and 
baseball.  A high school golf 
trip to the Pebble Beach Pro 
Am inspired a love for golf, 
which he played at DVC and 
almost every Saturday at Las 
Positas Golf Course.  Many 
of his strongest friendships 
were developed on the golf 
course.  

Stan married his high 
school love, Karey Evenson.  
They were the proud parents 
of twins, Kristi and Justin.  
He finished his degree at 
Golden Gate University 
after beginning a career at 
the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory where 
he advanced from drafter 

created a party wherever 
she went. 

She is survived by her 
children, Charlie and Kathy 
Atkins, Barrett Damron of 
Kansas; Charlene and Mike 
Walker of Penngrove, Lo-
rene Swanson of Ohio; Brad 
and Julie Damron; Lynnette 
Atkins; Bobbi Maestas of 
Livermore; sister Mildred 
Nae’ole of Hawaii; grand-
children Charlie and Katie, 
Travis, Brandon, Jessee, 
Jake, Justin of Kansas; Josh-
ua and Brenda of Germany; 
Steven of Livermore; Alex 
and Scottlyn of Colorado; 
Nikia, Michael and Angela 
of Penngrove; Amanda of 
Ohio and Edwina of Ne-
vada, Little Dog Milo; and 
many great grandchildren. 
She is preceded in death by 
husband Gerald Damron, 
daughter Yvette Damron, 
mother Annie Kaapana, fa-
ther Manuel Kaapana, sister 
Muriel Kaapana; brothers 
Ralph, Manny, and Wally 
Kaapana; adopted dog Sasha 
and longtime Dog Compan-
ion Gizmo.

Private ceremony will be 
held at Golden Gate Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers – dona-
tions can be made to: The 
A.L.S Association, 27001 
Agoura Rd. Ste. 150, Cala-
basas Hill, Ca. 91301-5104

1.888.949.2577

Edward (Eddie) 
Buster Inderbitzen 

Edward (Eddie) Buster 
Inderbitzen passed away 

o n  N o -
v e m b e r 
26, 2016 
at age 71.

E d 
was born 
April 15, 
1 9 4 5  i n 
Modesto, 
California 
to Charles 
and Doro-
thy Inder-

bitzen.
He spent his early years 

on the family dairy in 

rado to broaden her hori-
zons. She studied abroad 
in Mexico and, for a while, 
spoke Spanish fluently. She 
was an active member of 
PEO, of her church, an avid 
volunteer, serial exerciser, 
passionate friend, beloved 
wife, outstanding mother 
and doting Nana. As a vora-
cious reader, she participated 
in many book clubs, loved 
walking (greeting each and 
every dog along the way) 
and maintained lifelong 
friendships with many wom-
en. Nancy was first married 
to Dick Garwood for 19 
years, the father of her son 
Alex. She was later married 
for 31 years to Ron McClel-
lan. Her partnership in mar-
riage with Ron was a model 
for all. Nancy loved many 
things and many people; 
her family was, above all, 
paramount.

Nancy is survived by 
husband Ron McClellan; 
son Alex and Christine Gar-
wood, daughter Sherri and 
Scott Kuhn, son Steve and 
Angie McClellan; grandchil-
dren Michael, Amanda, Kel-
li, Ryan, Adam and Scott; 
brother Tom Ruggles and 
wife Gayle; nieces Heather 
and Abbie and nephews 
Barry and Scott.

A memorial service and 
celebration of life will be 
held Saturday, January 7, 
2017 at 2:00 PM at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore, California (2020 
Fifth Street). 

Nancy requested that in 
lieu of flowers all donations 
or contributions be made, in 
her name, to the Pat Tillman 
Foundation at: www.pattill-
manfoundation.org. 

Edwina 
Leimomi Damron
Sept. 6, 1940 – Nov. 15, 2016

Edwina Leimomi Dam-
ron, a 49 year resident of 
Livermore died Tuesday 
November 15th. She was 76.

She was born September 
6, 1940 in 
Kau, Ha-
waii.

S h e 
e n j o y e d 
spending 
time with 
her chil-
dren and 
grandchil-
dren. She 
w a s  a n 

avid Nascar fan and loved 
watching the races every 
weekend. She was always 
full of life and energy and 

Domingo L. Madera 
Domingo L. Madera was 

born on January 30, 1928, in 
a cave in Huejuquilla, Jalis-

co, Mex-
ico, dur-
i n g  t h e 
Cristero 
R e b e l -
lion.  He 
m o v e d 
to Liver-
m o r e , 
Cal ifor-
nia, with 
his fam-
i l y  i n 

1968.
Domingo retired from 

the Lonestar Gravel in 1987, 
where he worked for fifteen 
years, and after working for 
over twenty-five years as an 
auto mechanic. As a retiree, 
he could often be found at 
the Donut Wheel in Down-
town Livermore, chatting 
and drinking coffee with his 
brother and brother-in-law.

Domingo was preceded 
in death by his wife of forty 
years, Albertina. He was a 
loving father to Nora, Isabel, 
Julian, Victor and Oscar, and 
stepfather to Jorge, Marcos, 
Yolanda and Cesar, as well 
as grandfather to thirteen and 
great-grandfather to twelve. 
Domingo was also survived 
by his sisters, Aurora and 
Margarita and brother Jesus, 
and he was a caring brother 
to his late sister Leonor. 
Domingo passed away sur-
rounded by his family on 
Saturday November 26th, in 
Pleasanton, California.

Nancy Virginia 
McClellan 

Nancy Virginia McClel-
lan, 74, of Livermore, Cali-
fornia passed away on De-
cember 11, 2016 from natu-
ral causes while surrounded 

b y  h e r 
l o v i n g 
family.

N a n -
cy  was 
born in 
Watson-
v i l l e , 
Califor-
nia. She 
graduat-
ed from 

Oxnard High School in 1960 
and from Colorado Women’s 
College/Denver University 
in 1964 with a degree in Edu-
cation and was a member of 
the Pi Beta Phi sorority. 

Nancy was a farm girl 
who went to school in Colo-
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Obituary/
Memoriam Policies
Obituaries are published in

The Independent at no charge.
There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed 
in The Independent when families want 
to honor the memories of their loved 

ones. There is a charge for memoriam
ads, based on the size of the ad.

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.com

for more information

A Non-Attorney  
Alternative
Paralegal Services

• Divorce • Deeds  
• Probate • Living Trust

I am not an attorney. I can only 
provide self-help service  
at your specific direction.  
Reg Alameda County #96. 
Charlotte R Hargrave LDA

CALL NOW!
(925) 577-4736

www.atlasdp.com
Atlas Document 
Preparation 
Services

120 Spring St, PLS

4167 First Street, Pleasanton  |  (925) 846-5624
www.grahamhitch.com

FD 429

Deanna Moser 

Complete Burial & Cremation 
Services with Dignity, Quality & Value 

AdvAnce  
PlAnning  

MAde 
eAsy

Call for a free Consultation 
in-home visits available

Teri Benoit

ValleyCare Thrift Shop

FIXTURE SALE 
BRING YOUR OWN 

TRUCK & HELP

Thur. 12/22 & Fri. 12/23
Mon. 12/26 through Thur. 12/29

 

1911 Second Street, Livermore

OBITUARIes
Modesto, later moving to 
Pleasanton in 1955.

Ed worked in the con-
struction industry most of 
his life as a carpenter and 
building contractor. After 
building several custom 
homes throughout Northern 
California, he had a distin-
guished career at Signature 
Properties until he retired 
in 2010.

He served his country in 
the United States Army, and 
the Army National Guard 
and he was a member of the 
Native Sons of the Golden 
West.

Ed was an avid golfer 
and made several hole-in-
one shots, his first at the 
Pleasanton Fairgrounds golf 
course. He made the trip of a 
lifetime with friends and co-
workers to Scotland to play 
at St. Andrews golf course 
in 1998.

For many years he played 
baseball in the local league 
on the Dublin Corral team, 
where his teammates were 
family and friends. Ed was 
a lifelong San Francisco Gi-
ants fan and coached softball 
and soccer for his daughter 
Beth.

After retirement,  he 
played golf several times a 
week at 4 courses in Brent-
wood and at Ruby Hill Golf 
Club in Pleasanton.

In 2014 Ed moved to his 
brother Charlie and sister-in-
law Sandy’s ranch in Liver-
more. There he enjoyed 
being King of the barbeque 
for special events, and driv-
ing the water truck for the 
roping arena.

He is survived by his 
daughters Amy McCullough 
(David) of Livermore and 
Beth Gancos (Jerome) of 
Brentwood; three brothers, 
Charlie (Sandy) of Liver-
more, Martin (Barbara) of 
Pleasanton, and Ben (Pru-
dence) of Linden, NC; four 
grandchildren Brandon and 
Colton of Livermore, Kylie 
and Trenton of Brentwood; 
and former spouses Bon-
nie Bruton of Livermore 
and Vivian Inderbitzen of 
Brentwood.

to superintendent over a 
distinguished 40-year career, 
retiring in April of 2016.  

Beyond golf, his interests 
included reading, firearms, 
Sharks hockey, and guitar.  
He will be missed by his 
Sharks buddies, golf bud-
dies, and all who worked 
with him.  He is survived 
by his wife, Karey of Liver-
more; his son Justin, his wife 
Natalie, and their children 
Carter and Lane of Wood-
land; his daughter Kristi 
Gilmore, her husband Joey, 
and their children Jaxson, 
Taylor, and Tanner of Oak-
ley; his parents Joe L. and 
Joyce M. Smith of PML-
Groveland; his sister Janet 
Hueber, and her husband 
Brad of Clayton; his sister 
Stacye Burns, her husband 
Gary, and their son A.J. of 
Visalia.  

A memorial service will 
be held at Noon on Thursday, 
December 29 in the sanctu-
ary of Sunset Community 
Church or Livermore, 2200 
Arroyo Rd, Livermore, CA 
94550.

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Smith family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

placing the matter before the electorate. The decision to let 
residents vote on the matter was 3 to 1. Karla Brown favored 
rescinding the decision and hiring an impartial mediator to 
work with all sides in developing an acceptable plan that 
was compliant with Measure PP.  During the public hearing, 
those who sponsored the referendum urged the council to 
rescind its decision. They stated that then the developer and 
neighborhoods could work towards a solution that everyone 
could agree will work.  Opponents of the referendum pointed 
out that one of the statements used to convince people to 
sign the referendum was that they would be able to vote on 
the development plan.

The scenic corridor and parking were the main focus of 
comments by the Livermore City Council during a discus-
sion of plans for the Isabel Neighborhood Development, the 
area surrounding the proposed BART station. The planning 
effort focused on the half mile radius around the proposed 
station. The distance was established by MTC. Both BART 
and MTC, the funding agencies, require a specific level of 
housing in order to qualify for money.  The design for the 
development had been narrowed down from three options.  
Each of the alternatives accommodated about 4,225 new 
housing units and 3 million square feet of non-residential 
space that is estimated to generate about 10,270 jobs within 
the planning area.  About 1,300 housing units exist there, 
including those under construction, and about 520 acres of 
land have been developed with non-residential uses. Speak-
ers during the public hearing mainly talked about the housing 
aspect of the development, and the need for it. Another view 
was voiced by Livermore resident Jean King who suggested 
the ideal scenario would be to build the BART extension all 
the way to Greenville Road, where there would be no issues 
with the scenic corridor or airport protection.

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District Board 
voted unanimously to place a $245 million bond measure 
on the June 7, 2016 ballot. Lack of funding over the past 
years deferred maintenance. After looking at everything, 
the district determined that a $510 million bond would be 
required. However, a survey found community support came 
in at $225 million to  $240 million.

Heidi Murphy was  appointed Director of Library Ser-

vices for the City of Pleasanton.
An initiative that would allow the people of Pleasanton to 

vote on whether a Costco should be included in the Johnson 
Drive Economic Development Zone (EDZ) was submitted to 
the City of Pleasanton.  Citizens for Planned Growth (CFPG)  
aimed at qualifying the measure for the November 2016 
ballot. Supporters noted that the initiative will  simply give 
Pleasanton citizens the right to vote on a zoning decision 
that affects a large percentage of the population.

The Dublin Unified School District Board of Trustees 
voted to place a $283 million general obligation bond mea-
sure on the ballot for the June 7, 2016 primary election. A 
list of projects to be funded was prepared by a district com-
mittee with stakeholder input from all areas. The project list 
included: the initial phase of a 2nd high school, updating and 
replacing aging classrooms; updating science and laboratory 
spaces; as well as computers and educational technology; 
and upgrading classrooms and facilities to meet current fire, 
emergency and safety codes.

The Livermore City Council authorized the city manager 
to enter into an agreement to spend $457,898 on a final 
project design for a new civic center meeting hall that would 
include a new council chambers to be built on the site where 
the old library now stands. The decision on whether or not 
to build the facility would be made at a later date.  Members 
of the public questioned the location of the council chamber, 
suggesting it would be better placed in the downtown where 
it would generate additional activity and property taxes for 
the city. Some suggested that the $6 million set aside for the 
project would be better spent first helping to finance a $17 
million public parking garage and a requirement to repay a 
$14 affordable housing debt.

For the first  time in its history, the Foothill High School 
Comprehensive Civics team qualified for the  national com-
petition, "We the People," in Washington  D.C. Pleasanton 
has been represented at several of the national competitions 
by Amador Valley High School.

Wildlife Management, LLC and its President, James 
Tong, were sentenced for securities fraud and violations of 
the Endangered Species Act. The sentence included pay-
ments totaling $1 million in restitution and a conservation 

easement on 107 acres of land in Contra Costa County. 
During the development of the Dublin Ranch North real 
estate project in Dublin, a person acting on behalf of Wild-
life Management submitted to the City of Dublin a forged 
$3.2 million mitigation receipt from the Ohlone Preserve 
Conservation Bank with the intent to deceive the City into 
believing Wildlife Management had purchased mitigation 
credits when it had not. Wildlife Management pleaded guilty 
to securities fraud.  Tong, 70, of Pleasanton,and President of 
Wildlife Management, pleaded guilty to a criminal violation 
of the Endangered Species Act. 

IKEA announced that it would submit plans to the City 
of Dublin. Pending approvals, construction of IKEA Dublin 
could begin in spring 2017, with an opening in summer 
2018. The proposed 339,000-square-foot IKEA Dublin and 
its 1,150 parking spaces would be built on 21 acres at the 
northwestern corner of Interstate 580 and Hacienda Drive. 
The Dublin City council voted 3-1, with Kevin Hart absent, 
to allow the  start of a supplemental environmental impact 
report (EIR) for the application. Abe Gupta voted against 
the motion. The  IKEA project was unpopular with residents 
because of its traffic impact. 

Sandia National Laboratories’ California site celebrated 
its 60th anniversary March 8. The laboratory began with a 
singular nuclear weapons mission. Today, nuclear weapons 
accounts for nearly half of the site’s work. There are pro-
grams in homeland security, transportation energy, cyber 
and chemical and biological defense.

The June 7, 2016 election included seven candidates 
vying for the three open seats on the Zone 7 Water Agency 
Board. They included incumbents Sandy Figuers, Dick 
Quigley and Angela Ramirez Holmes. as well as Al Exner, 
a financial analyst; Victor Karpenko, mechanical engineer; 
Eric Thiel, biology teacher at Amador Valley High School; 
and Jackie Williams-Courtright, owner of Alden Lane Nurs-
ery. In the Alameda County District 1 Board of Supervisors 
race, incumbent Scott Haggerty was the only candidate. The 
District 4 incumbent, Nate Miley, faced three challengers, 
Nate Parker, Ronald Pereira II, and Luis Reynoso. Democrat 
Eric Swalwell   and  Republican Danny Turner would face 

YEAR END
(continued from page 7)

(continued on page 10)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES 
 Call  925-243-8000                      

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524643
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 9ROUND 
Livermore, 1490 N. Vasco 
Road, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Pomaika’i Management, LLC, 
3787 Crow Canyon Road, 
San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Jason Wong, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 16, 2016. Ex-
pires November 16, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4036.  Published December 
1, 8, 15, 22, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524973
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Huaxing 
Arts Group San Francisco, 
6620 Owens Drive, Suite 
B, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
US Chinese Dance Associa-
tion, 6620 Owens Drive, Suite 
B, Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Xiaopei Gelb, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 28, 2016. Ex-

pires November 28, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4037.  Published December 
1, 8, 15, 22, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525032
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Sport Clips 
Haircuts, 7012 Amador Plaza 
Rd., Dublin, CA 94568, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
RSB Services, LLC, 2745 
Kellogg Loop, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on May 3, 2010.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Robyn Barraza, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 29, 2016. Ex-
pires November 29, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4038.  Published December 
8, 15, 22, 29, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524661
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tails R Wag-
gin Mobile Pet Grooming, 
1051 Redondo Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
1)Darlene Riley Cloud 2)
Ralph Unger Cloud, 1051 
Redondo Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on March 17, 2000.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Darlene R. Cloud
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 16, 2016. Ex-
pires November 16, 2021.

The Independent Legal No. 
4039.  Published December 
8, 15, 22, 29, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524948
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Wine Coun-
try Business Services, 837 
Mayview Way, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Elizabeth A. Benstead, 837 
Mayview Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Elizabeth A. Benstead
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 28, 2016. Ex-
pires November 28, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4040.  Published December 
8, 15, 22, 29, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525115
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Snakebite 
Embroidery, 890 South  G  
St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Casey Cunningham, 890 
South  G  St, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Casey Cunningham
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 1, 2016. 
Expires December 1, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4041.  Published December 
8, 15, 22, 29, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525045
The following person(s) doing 
business as: India Express, 
1536 N. Vasco Rd, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Manpreet Kaur, 2645 High-
wood Dr, San Jose, CA 
95116
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Manpreet Kaur
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 29, 2016. Ex-
pires November 29, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4043.  Published December 
15, 22, 29, 2016, January 
5, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525302
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Salem Com-
mercial Investments, 6488 
Bayview Drive, Oakland, CA 
94605, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Salem Commercial Invest-
ments, LLC, 6488 Bayview 
Drive, Oakland, CA 94605
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on November 9, 2016.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Ramin Salem, Manager
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 7, 2016. 
Expires December 7, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4044.  Published December 
15, 22, 29, 2016, January 
5, 2017.

With one of California’s newest brew trails, the East 
Bay’s Tri-Valley region is earning a reputation as a craft 
beer destination. Now through January 31, the Tri-Valley 
Beer Trail aims to “Spread Cheer with Beer” by donating 
$20 for every beer passport with five stamps to Sunflower 
Hill, a sustainable special needs community in Pleasanton. 
With a growing collection of 20 participating stops in Pleas-
anton, Livermore, Dublin and Danville, a passport stamp 
is a pour away.

Download the Tri-Valley Beer Trail Passport at Visit-
TriValley.com, and start sipping suds. Get a stamp from 
a choice of any five participating breweries, taprooms or 
restaurants and redeem the passport via email or in person 
to ensure the $20 donation. 

“The formation of the Tri-Valley Beer Trail has helped 
to unify the region’s craft beer scene and build momen-
tum,” says Pleasanton-resident Julie Nickels, founding 
co-publisher of California Celebrator (the country’s first 
magazine dedicated to beer culture, now a national publica-
tion called Celebrator). “’Spread Cheer with Beer’ is a fun 
way to support local businesses while raising money for 
charity. It’s win-win.”

For those who want to support the cause without the 
hangover, a limited edition “ugly” sweater featuring the 
“Spread Cheer with Beer” message is available online at 
VisitTriValley.com. Sunflower Hill will receive a $20 dona-
tion for every sweater sold. Priced at $60 (includes tax and 
shipping), the colorful sweaters are available in large and 
extra large sizes while supplies last.

Stops on the Tri-Valley Beer Trail currently include:
• Altamont Beer Works, Livermore (925) 443-2337
• Eight Bridges Brewing Company, Livermore (925) 

961-9160
• Working Man Brewing Company, Livermore (925) 

269-9622
• First Street Ale House, Livermore (925) 371-6588
• Tap 25, Livermore (925) 294-8970
• Beer Baron, Livermore (925) 454-1449
• Sauced BBQ & Spirits, Livermore (925) 961-1300
• The Growler Pub, Danville (925) 984-2706
• Caps & Taps Bottle Shop and Tap Room, Dublin (925) 

248-2139
• Dublin Vine at Whole Foods Market, Dublin (925) 

452-2226
• Three Sheets Craft Beer Bar, Dublin (925) 361-5724
• Main St. Brewery, Pleasanton (925) 462-8218
• Handles Gastropub, Pleasanton (925) 484-2463
• The Hop Yard Ale House, Pleasanton (925) 425-0217
• McKay’s Taphouse and Beer Garden, Pleasanton (925) 

425-0217
• Beer Baron, Livermore (925) 980-9539
• Shadow Puppet Brewing Company, Livermore (925) 

453-6498
• Hop Devine, Livermore (925) 294-9733
• Danville Brewing Company, Danville (925) 217-4172
• Norm’s Place, Danville (925) 552-6676

 

Beer Trail Brewing Up 
Funds for Sunflower Hill

The International Union 
of Pure and Applied Chem-
istry gave its seal of approval 
to the names proposed for the 
four new elements, which 
take slots 113, 115, 117 and 
118 on the periodic table. 
The newest elements are 
nihonium (Nh), moscovium 
(Mc), tennessine (Ts) and 
oganesson (Og). 

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory scientists 
and international collabora-
tors discovered elements 
115, 117 and 118.

Lawrence Livermore 
teamed with the Joint Insti-
tute for Nuclear Research 
in Dubna, Russia (JINR) 
in 2004 to discover ele-
ments 113 and 115. LLNL 
worked again with JINR in 
2006 to discover element 
118. The LLNL/JINR team 
then jointly worked with re-
searchers from the Research 
Institute for Advanced Re-
actors (Dimitrovgrad), Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, 
Vanderbilt University and 
the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, to discover ele-
ment 117 in 2010.

This discovery brings the 
total to six new elements 
reported by the Dubna-
Livermore team (113, 114, 
115, 116, 117, and 118, the 
heaviest element to date). 
Element 113 was discovered 
by a group at the Riken Insti-
tute, which calls it "the first 
element on the periodic table 
found in Asia."

The new names, proposed 

in June, underwent five 
months of public comment 
and review. IUPAC decided 
to let the names stand.

Three of the elements 
were named for the places 
they were discovered. The 
name of element 113, “niho-
nium,” comes from the word 
“Nihon,” a Japanese word 
for the country of Japan. Ele-
ment 115 is dubbed “mosco-
vium,” after Moscow. And 
element 117, tennessine, is 
named after Tennessee. Ele-
ment 118, oganesson, honors 
physicist Yuri Oganessian.

Moscovium is in recogni-
tion of the Moscow region 
and honors the ancient Rus-
sian land that is the home 
of the Joint Institute for 
Nuclear Research, where the 
discovery experiments were 
conducted.

Tennessine is in recogni-
tion of the contribution of 
the Tennessee region, in-
cluding Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, and the University 
of Tennessee at Knoxville, 
to superheavy element re-
search.

For the element with 
atomic number 118 the col-
laborating teams of dis-
coverers at the Joint Insti-
tute for Nuclear Research, 
Dubna (Russia) and Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory (USA) proposed 
the name oganesson and 
symbol Og. The proposal 
is in line with the tradition 

of honoring a scientist and 
recognizes Professor Yuri 
Oganessian (born 1933) for 
his pioneering contributions 
to transactinoid elements 
research. His many achieve-
ments include the discovery 
of superheavy elements and 
significant advances in the 
nuclear physics of super-
heavy nuclei including ex-
perimental evidence for the 
“island of stability."

Elements beyond atomic 
number 104 are referred to 
as superheavy elements. Al-
though superheavy elements 
have not been found in na-
ture, they can be produced 
by accelerating beams of 
nuclei and shooting them at 
the heaviest possible target 
nuclei. Fusion of two nuclei 
occasionally produces a 
superheavy element. They 
generally only exist for a 
short time.

The discovery of heavier 
and heavier elements brings 
researchers one step closer 
to the “island of stability,” a 
term in nuclear physics that 
refers to the possible exis-
tence of a region beyond the 
current periodic table where 
new superheavy elements 
with special numbers of 
neutrons and protons would 
exhibit increased stabil-
ity. Such an island would 
extend the periodic table 
to even heavier elements 
and support longer isotopic 
lifetimes to enable chemistry 
experiments.

Names for New Elements Approved
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Runners at the start of the Livermore Half Marathon 
head out on the course in March. The top finisher, Scott 
Trummer of Livermore, finished in a time of 1:08:56. The 
first woman across the line was Johanna Sylvester with 
a time of 1:20:23. The event, which included a 5K, drew 
4,500 participants, up from 3,000 in 2015.
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The 2016 Pleasanton Run for Education took place in 
early April. The start and finish was at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. The race celebrated running and 
fitness while raising money and awareness for the 
Pleasanton Partnership in Education (PPIE). The funds 
support and re-establish district-wide programs for 
students threatened in recent years by state budget cuts, 
and fund projects enhancing educational excellence for 
all students.

time in 2017.
The vote was unanimous.
In addition to the pur-

chase price, the city would 
have to pay closing costs. 
The payments will be due 
once the city and SFPUC 
close escrow. The city would 
use either funds from the 
capital improvement pro-
gram reserves, an inter-fund 
loan, or a combination of the 
two options.

 The land is currently 
zoned public and institu-
tional. Pleasanton is in the 
early stages of an update of 
its Downtown Specific Plan, 
which means the zoning 
on the parcel may change. 
ACE train operators have 
expressed an interest in us-
ing the site for parking.

Councilmember Karla 
Brown commented, "I'm 
excited to see what will 
happen with this property 
in the Downtown Specific 
Plan update. I don't want to 
see a lot of high density on 
the site."

Mayor Jerry Thorne 
agreed that it should not 
just be residential. The task 
force will make a recom-
mendation followed by hear-
ings where the public can 
weigh in.

The SFPUC purchased 
the 3.18 acre Old Bernal Par-
cel along with the 510 acre 
Bernal Property in 1930. 
At that time, there were ap-
proximately 100 wells that 
were used to pump ground-

water for sale outside of the 
Pleasanton area. Since 1949, 
the SFPUC has not pumped 
any groundwater from the 
wells.

In 1999-2000, Green-
briar Homes and the city 
worked to acquire the 510 
acre Bernal Property from 
the SFPUC to be developed 
for residential and com-
mercial/office development 
and public open space. The 
city had included the 3.18 
acre Old Bernal Parcel in 
the deal. However, when 
the contract for the Bernal 
Property was finalized, the 
Old Bernal Parcel was omit-
ted. To avoid jeopardizing 
the Bernal Property deal, 
the City signed the contract 
without the Old Bernal Par-
cel. If the deal had gone 
through at the same time that 
Greenbriar Homes bought 
the 520 acres, Pleasanton 
could have purchased the 
land for $500,000.

Reportedly, a telephone 
agreement involving Pleas-
anton was reached with San 
Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown to do the $500,000 
deal later. When Brown left 
office a few months later 
the "deal" fell through. The 
SFPUC said that it, not the 
city, owned the land. In 
2003, Pleasanton lost its 
lawsuit against the SFPUC 
with the court siding with 
the argument that Brown 
had no authority to offer 
the side deal to Greenbriar's 
purchase.

BERNAL
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off on the ballot for the 15th Congressional District seat. 
The race for the State Senate District 7 seat candidates 
included incumbent Steve Glazer, fellow Democrat Guy 
Moore, and Republican Joseph Rubay. Two candidates 
filed for the 16th district State Assembly seat, incumbent 
Republican Catharine Baker and former Pleasanton City 
Councilmember Cheryl Cook-Kallio.  The top two finish-
ers in the Senate and Assembly races will face each other 
in the November general election even if there were only 
two candidates running. Pleasanton voters would determine 
the fate of the Lund Ranch II development. The referendum 
qualified for and was placed on the ballot by the city coun-
cil. In Livermore and Dublin, school bond measures were 
approved for the ballot.

Plans to open up the Garaventa Wetlands in North Liver-
more to more public use moved a step closer with the ap-
proval of a mitigated negative declaration by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District Board. The plan would 
transform the 21 plus acres into an open space preserve 
open to the public for recreation and informational purposes. 

Residents raised serious concerns regarding the pro-
cess underway to create a development plan in downtown 
Livermore.  Several speakers at a Livermore City Council 
meeting addressed the council regarding what they view as 
obstruction on the part of the city when it comes to proposals 
for an upscale hotel-conference center and open space.  Last 
year, the city issued request for proposals (RFP) on how to 
develop city-owned parcels in downtown Livermore. The 
city owns the old Lucky site, across from the Bankhead 
Theater on the other side of South Livermore Avenue, as 
well as the parking lot and Speedy Oil Change sites adjacent 
to the theater. 

Sand Hill Wind LLC received approval from the  East 
County Board of Zoning Adjustments (BZA) for a condi-
tional use permit to erect 12 new wind-power turbines on 
three parcels in the Altamont near the Interstate 580 inter-
change with Grant Line Road.  The new turbines replaced 
433 existing wind turbines or wind turbine sites in the 
area.  Sand Hill came before the panel approximately six 
months earlier asking for 24 turbines. After negotiations, 
they agreed to reduce the number to a maximum of 12. 
Neighbors, environmentalists and the East Bay Regional 
Park District raised concerns about setbacks from property 
lines for noise and safety considerations, impact on birds, 
and scenic considerations. The Altamont represents one of 
the biggest raptor-traffic areas in the United States.

Livermore therapy dog Skooter reached the next round in 
the 2016 American Humane Association Hero Dog Award. 
Skooter, a 3 year old lab shepherd mix, is a registered 
therapy dog with the Alliance of Therapy Dogs.  Skooter 
attends welcome home events for veterans and children's 
events at Camp Arroyo. Students studying for finals often 
enjoy a little visit from therapy pets to relieve anxiety and 
stress. Skooter is a regular at Las Positas College.  

APRIL 2016
The Tri-Valley Learning Corporation (TVLC) underwent 

changes at its two major leadership positions. The TVLC 

board voted to accept the resignation of Acting CEO John 
Zukoski and the resignation of board president Tim Hall. 
Hall would remain on the board until his term expires at the 
end of this year. Director Scott Lessard was chosen by the 
board to become its new president. A committee of board 
members and stakeholders began work to find candidates 
for the permanent CEO position. The previous permanent 
CEO, Bill Batchelor, resigned last year.

The Dublin City Council raised next year's council pay 
by 21 percent, up from the current $903 monthly payment 
to $1098. It represented the first boost since 2012. The vote 
was 4 to 1, with Doreen Wehrenberg opposed. She was 
willing to keep council pay at its current level.

The Rotary Bandstand in Carnegie Park in downtown 
Livermore was dedicated. 

The Las Positas College "Talk Hawks" forensic team 
made its mark at the International Forensics Association 
(IFA) Tournament held in Vienna, Austria. The team com-
peted against 15 other teams, finishing in first place amongst 

all two-year institutions, and second place overall.
The Livermore City Council approved moving forward 

with a process to turn the Springtown Golf Course into 
public open space. The vote was 4 to 0, with Bob Woerner 
absent.  The council also voted to place an initiative on the 
November 2016 ballot that if approved would preserve the 
golf course property as permanent open space.

To celebrate the stars of Tri-Valley innovation, the 
Innovation Tri-Valley Leadership Group hosted its first 
annual #Game Changers Awards. Awardees included 10 
game-changing companies from the cities of Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon and Danville, along with the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, which earned the 
Founders Award presented by Congressman Eric Swalwell.  
Two businesses in each city earned #GameChanger awards, 
which were presented by that city's mayor. Livermore busi-
nesses were Topcon Positioning Systems and POC (Point of 
Care) Medical Systems ; Pleasanton:  Nuubia SF and Leaf 
Healthcare ; Dublin: CallidusCloud and iTradeNetwork; 
San Ramon: FunMobility and GE Global Software; and 
Danville:  SocialSource and Choicelunch.

The Livermore Valley Education Foundation (LVEF) 
stepped up to fund one music teacher for the elementary 

YEAR END
(continued from page 9

(continued on page 12)
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO                              
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:                                          
STEPHANIA FRANCONE 
(aka STEPHANIA JEAN 

FRANCONE, STEPHANIE 
JEAN FRANCONE)

Case No. RP16841242

To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of:
STEPHANIA FRANCONE 
(aka STEPHANIA JEAN 

FRANCONE, STEPHANIE 
JEAN FRANCONE)

A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: STEPHA-
NIE LALAND AND VICKI 
FRANCONE in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
ALAMEDA. 

The Petition for Probate 
requests that: STEPHA-
NIE LALAND AND VICKI 
FRANCONE be appointed 
as personal representative 
to administer the estate of 
the decedent.

( X ) The petition requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, if 
any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in 
the file kept by the court.

( X ) The petition  requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 

they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court 
as follows:
Date: 1/11/2017
TIME: 9:31 AM  DEPT: 202 
at:
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA
County of Alameda
Berkeley Courthouse
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way
Berkeley, CA 94704

If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the 
personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a 
general personal represen-
tative, as defined in section 
58(b)  of the California Pro-
bate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of 
a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate 
Code. Other California 
statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights 

as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 

You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk.

(X)  Petitioner:   
STEPHANIE LALAND AND 
VICKI FRANCONE 
9170 ZAYANTE DRIVE
FELTON, CA 95018
(831) 335-4578
        
The Independent Legal No. 
4045.   
Published December 22, 29,  
2016, January 5, 2017.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue  

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 

Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adoptable 
animals, volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

SERVICES
PIANO LESSONS

Given by teacher with over 
30 years experience & 

BA in music. 
If interested, 
please call 

(925)449-6622 

EMPLOYMENT
SILENT ACTOR

NOW 83
KINDA HUNGRY

WORKS FOR FREE
(925)344-5658 

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
CLASSIFIED AD

Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-

CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE 
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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1987 Santa Rita, Suite F, Pleasanton
925.660.7676  |  www.DalalDental.com

$59
Exam, X-Ray, Cleaning

Cash Patients Only

$500
OFF invisalign®

New Patients Only

Dr. Alpa Dalal DDS

Special 4-courSe dinner menu 4:00-9:00pm

Make Your Reservations Now!
Those who dine with us at our last seating between  

7pm-9pm are invited to ring in the new year with us!  
complimentary party favors, music, dancing and a prosecco 
toast along with traditional cotechino and lentils at midnight!

Music and dancing 
featuring DJ Dave Brown 

from 10:30 until...

Info & RSVP, Call 925-456-3333
Terra Mia Ristorante Italiano
4040 East Avenue, Livermore

terramialivermore.com

RIng In the new YeAR
Dec. 31St, wIth uS!

New Year’s Eve at Terra Mia
SAVE. LEARN. TRANSFER. WORK.

LAS POSITAS COLLEGE
Classes begin January 17, 2017.

www.laspositascollege.edu

Apply now.

By Carol Graham
A new house was built recently on Jacquiline Way in 

Livermore. Although no one will ever live in it, it promises 
to benefit the neighborhood for many years to come.  

Three Girl Scout Cadettes constructed a book house, or 
Little Free Library (LFL), from which anyone can take a 
book or leave a book.  

"Over the past year and a half, we have been working on 
our Silver Award, the highest award a Girl Scout Cadette 
can earn," explained Leanne Darby, who leads multi-level 
Girl Scout Troop 30310. "For the project we chose to build 
a Little Free Library and dedicate it to the Livermore com-
munity.  It will be filled with all genres of books for all ages, 
while also including materials on bullying and self-esteem 
for children and teens."

The Cadettes' book house is one of seven LFLs reg-
istered in Livermore. The LFL movement began in 2009 
with the goal of promoting literacy and the love of reading, 
encouraging a sense of community through shared experi-
ences, and building 2,510 Little Free Libraries - equaling 
the number of full-sized libraries Andrew Carnegie built a 
century ago.  Today, there are 50,000 Little Free Libraries 
around the world.

From the start, the Silver Award project was a team 
effort.  Shelby Bowman, 13, was brainstorming ideas 
when she thought of creating a neighborhood Little Free 
Library. Jaymie Helm, 13, and Grace Baker, 12, carried the 
idea further, deciding to include anti-bullying and suicide-
prevention books for young readers. 

"I have always wanted to do what I can to stop bullying," 
said Grace, a 7th grader at Joe Michell K-8 School. "This 
is definitely a step forward in doing that." 

Added Shelby, an 8th-grader at East Avenue Middle 
School, "I hope we can help people who need materials 
on bullying and suicide awareness who might not get them 
otherwise." 

In addition to stocking the LFL with around 25 books, 
the Cadettes donated 29 books to the community: two to 
each of Livermore's other LFLs; three to each of the city's 
three libraries; and six to Arroyo Seco Elementary School, 
where Troop 30310 meets each week and where all three 
Cadettes had attended. 

Silver Award projects require 30 hours of work. Proj-
ects are chosen by Cadettes to reflect interests they feel 
passionate about.  

"Bullying is an important issue with kids and teens 
today," said Jaymie, a 7th grader at East Avenue Middle 
School. "Combining the importance of literacy with the 
important issue of bullying was perfect. We set our minds 
to this goal. We attended a public speaking workshop for 
teens at the Livermore Library and practiced the skills we 
learned with each other and the younger girls in our troop. 
We visited other LFLs in town to get an idea of how they 

Little Free Library Offers Books for All and More 

were made, researched how much materials would cost, 
and made a budget."

The project's budget of $400 covered building materials, 
a $70 registration fee with Little Free Libraries, donated 
books, and a $100 reserve account to cover maintenance 
and repairs. 

"I learned how to make a long-term plan," said Shelby. 
"Working on it a little at a time and sharing the work makes 
it feel less overwhelming. With my Girl Scout sisters, I can 
do anything." 

To celebrate the completion of the project, a dedication 
ceremony was held on November 3.  Attendees included Girl 
Scouts, family members, friends, and Mayor John Marchand 
which delighted the girls.   

"I liked talking with the mayor," said Grace. "This project 
has taught me that team projects can be fun, and that even 
kids and teens can help their communities in big ways."

Girl Scout Cadettes range in age from 11 to 14 and are in 
grades 6 through 8. In addition to the three Cadettes, Troop 
30310 includes one Daisy (kindergarten - 1st grade), and 

ten Juniors (4th and 5th grades).  
After the holidays, the Cadettes will begin the process 

of applying for their Silver Awards. 
"Our council, Girl Scouts of Northern California, re-

quire Cadettes to submit an essay-type paper that includes 
detailed information on the planning and preparation of 
the project and photographic documentation," said Leanne. 
"Literacy is important for any age, and our Little Free Li-
brary contains materials for all ages. We chose to include 
books on bullying and self-esteem for children and teens 
because these issues are big problems today.  We hope these 
books will reach youths who may feel hopeless and who 
feel they do not have anyone to turn to."

Added Jaymie, "I hope others might also think to build a 
Little Free Library. I hope they share about ours with their 
families and friends.  Our library is open 24/7, so someone 
can always find a book."

The Cadettes' Little Free Library is located at 5534 
Jacquiline Way.  To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org, 
or www.gsnorcal.org. 

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Students at Croce Elementary School in Livermore 
took part in a fashion show featuring items created 
by using discarded items as part of "Four R's Family 
Science Night." Pictured modeling her creation was 
Katlin Zoerhaff, a first grader.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Dublin Pride activities held at the end of April drew large 
numbers of volunteers, who gathered at Emerald Glen 
Park to receive instructions and then head out to their 
sites. They undertook a variety of tasks from helping 
seniors to improving schools and beautifying parks.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Demonstrating our the Little Free Library works are (from left) Grace Baker, Jaymie Helm, and Shelby Bowman.

school level in Livermore schools for the 2016-2017 school 
year. All fifth grade students participate in a weekly general 
music class throughout the school year taught by a creden-
tialed music instructor. This year, scheduling allowed a 
pilot for all fourth grade students to receive a general music 
curriculum for one trimester, also taught by a credentialed 
music instructor.  Working with community organizations, 
the district began looking at other opportunities to provide 
more arts programs. 

The International Chardonnay Symposium bestowed its 
first ever Legendary Family of Chardonnay Award to Wente 
Family Estates at a Symposium. Today, 80% of Chardonnay 
grown in California derives from the Wente clone, making 
it the most widely planted in the state. 

Rick Rubino was selected as superintendent of the Pleas-
anton Unified School District. He would begin his term July 
1. Board president Jamie Hintzke stated in a news release, 
"Rubino has demonstrated success in the implementation 
of new instructional technology initiatives, as well as creat-
ing high-functioning teams. These were critical factors in 
our selection. He is a proven leader committed to building 
strong community relationship and collaboration."

The Livermore School Health Initiative (LSHI) recom-
mended the establishment of a youth centered space for 
wellness and leadership near or at a school in Livermore. 
The data found the most relevant school health findings to 
be these: some disparities in academic success based on 
income, language, and ethnicity; high rates of behavioral 
health issues (depression, suicidal thinking, bullying, and 
hospitalization); and current rates of obesity and overweight 
among students.  The initiative involves the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD), the City of 
Livermore, the Office of County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
the Center for Healthy Schools and Communities (CHSC) 
of the Alameda County Health Care Services Agency, and 
Kaiser Permanente. 

The Pleasanton City Council and Planning Commission 
reviewed the proposed Johnson Drive Economic Develop-
ment Zone. More than 200 residents attended the workshop 
held at the Pleasanton Senior Center.  The Johnson Drive 
Economic Development Zone (JDEDZ) involves a pro-
posed change to existing land-use policies and regulations 
for 40 acres of mostly underutilized land (including 20 
acres left vacant by Clorox's departure) that primarily front 
Johnson Drive, near Interstate 680 and Stoneridge Drive. 
While most agreed the area underperformed, conflict has 
arisen around how the area should be developed - primar-
ily concerning the question of whether Costco would be a 
good fit for the City. Speakers suggested the city consider 
other uses rather than a big box store.

Local schools were recognized as California Gold 
Ribbon Schools.  In the Pleasanton Unified School Dis-
trict (PUSD), Lydiksen Elementary School was selected. 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District schools 
chosen included Altamont Creek, Emma Smith, Joe Michell 
K-8, Marylin Avenue and Rancho Las Positas. Dougherty 

Elementary School, Green Elementary School and Murray 
Elementary School were selected from the Dublin Unified 
School District.

The Board of Directors of California’s oldest land 
trust, Sempervirens Fund,  appointed Pleasanton resident 
Sara Barth as its new Executive Director. Barth leads the 
116-year-old land trust in protecting and caring for the 
redwood forests of the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Zone 7 Water Agency staff estimated there would be 
enough water supply for the next five years to meet the 
demands of the Valley. The Valley's water consumers exer-
cised so much conservation that Zone 7 ended with more 
surplus than expected. In addition to the carry-over surplus, 
the state boosted its outlook water allotment for the 2016 
calendar year. 

For the first time, Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleas-
anton announced it would host  a two-week Fall Race Meet 
in addition to its full horse racing schedule held during the 
annual Fair.  The California Horse Racing Board (CHRB) 
voted to transfer San Joaquin County Fair’s annual Race 
Meet to Alameda County Fairgrounds.

The East Bay Regional Park District Board of Directors 
unanimously approved a ban on smoking, with one excep-
tion, and added specific language prohibiting drones in its 
parks.  Smoking would still be legal in overnight campsites.

YEAR END
(continued from page 10)
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All He Wanted for Christmas 
Was a Big White Rabbit

Story Earns Rabbit Rescue a $50,000 Grant from Petco

Real-Life 
Santa at Work 
in Livermore

East Bay Rabbit Rescue 
has been selected by the 
Petco Foundation to receive 
$50,000 as part of its Holi-
day Wishes Campaign.

Pet adopters were 
invited to nominate the 
animal welfare organiza-
tion where they adopted 
their pet by submitting their 
personal adoption story 
online at petco.com/holi-
daywishes. One of the East 
Bay Rabbit Rescue adopters 
submitted a story about her 
adoption at Christmas time 
of a big white bunny and 
how it changed her life for 
the better.

Joan Wegner from Rab-
bit Rescue commented, 
"We’re delighted that the 
Petco foundation selected 
Crystal’s story in their 
Holiday Wishes Campaign. 
PomPom is just one ex-
ample of how rabbits bring 
laughter, happiness and 
love into our lives."

Rabbit Rescue is a 100% 
volunteer organization that 
has been rescuing rabbits 
from shelters in the San 
Francisco Bay Area since 
2009. Over 150 rabbits are 
placed every year. 

Wegner added, "Many 
people are unaware that 
rabbits are available for 
adoption. Just in the SF 
Bay Area alone there are 
hundreds of rabbits waiting 
for homes. In addition to 

Sixteen people received an early Christmas gift 
that assures there will be gifts under their trees on 
Christmas Day.

A man anonymously paid off gifts on-hold at 
the Livermore Wal-Mart.

The real life Santa walked into Wal-Mart and 
asked how the lay-away process worked. He then 
explained that he wanted to focus on items for 
kids, like strollers, diapers, toys, and the like. He 
skipped over customers who had luxury items 
such as a flat screen TV or jewelry.

One of those who had her items paid off was 
Natalie Avery who had some gifts on hold for her 
three boys.

She and her husband wanted to keep them 
there, so she didn’t have to worry about hiding the 
gifts for too long before the holidays.

She had a $50 balance on her account. How-
ever, the day to pay off the balance coincided with 
a bill for braces. She remembers sitting in her car 
and crying.  

When she got a call from Wal-Mart, she 
thought it was a payment reminder as her final due 
date was coming up. But instead, it was a call to 
say her balance had been paid off. "I was over-
whelmed that some kind person just did that."

She tells about one other person who  had only 
a skillet on lay-away. He was being evicted and 
would need it wherever he went. He didn't have 
the money to pay for the only gift that would be 
under his tree. His bill was paid off.

Natalie and her husband are themselves givers. 
They have one son together, and recently, became 
guardians of two other boys.

They told the boys about the actions of the real-
life Santa.

Natalie, who works at Quail Gardens, said she 
told the people there. They were all cheering. Em-
ployees at Wal-Mart were walking on  air.  

She stated, "This man touched more people 
than he knew about through his generosity. They 
weren't just the people with gifts. His kindness 
was an uplifting moment for all."

providing much needed 
funds for rescue work, this 
grant helps raise awareness 
that adoption is the best 
option."

The group works closely 
with the East County 
Animal Shelter in Dublin, 
as well as helping out other 
public shelters and accept-

ing rabbits from the com-
munity as space permits. 
A regular adoption event 
at the Petsmart in Dublin 
every Saturday from noon 
to 3 pm.

The story that earned the 
grant, All He Wanted for 
Christmas was a Big White 
Bunny, was submitted by 

Crystal Pelayo. 
Excerpts from the story: 

While most parents are 
bombarded daily with 
requests from their kids, my 
son was seven-years-old 
before he ever asked us for 
anything.

Roman is autistic. He 
never asked for presents, 
and he wasn’t interested in 
birthday parties. We had to 
beg Roman to open gifts 
with us on Christmas each 
year. Then three years ago, 
Roman declared he wanted 
a “white bunny” for Christ-
mas – and a stuffed toy 
would not do. How could 
we say no?

I began my reluctant 
search for a bunny with 
East Bay Rabbit Rescue 
who suggested we look for 
a large bunny who could 
handle Roman’s extra 
strong hugs and who would 
seek out affection from 
him. . . . The rescue group 
had the perfect bunny, Pom-
Pom. She had been living at 
a public shelter for nearly a 
year.  . . . 

PomPom ran up to 
Roman and touched her 
nose to his, and before I 
could stop him, Roman had 
scooped her up in his arms. 

PomPom loves Roman 
to the moon and back. She 
runs right up to him like she 
has not seen him in weeks, 

(See RABBIT, page 3)

PomPom with Roman
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'Fly Girl' Chosen as Livermore Library 
Community Read Together Book 

"Flygirl" has been cho-
sen as the eleventh annual 
Livermore Reads Together 
(LRT) book. The Livermore 
Public Library has planned 
a series of events for the 
community-wide reading 
program.

Written by Sherri L. 
Smith, this novella is 
about an African Ameri-
can woman who joins the 
Women's Airforce Service 
Pilots (WASP) program 
during World War II.   Fly-
girl was the 2009 California 
Book Awards Gold Medal-
ist.  This is the first time the 
library has selected a young 
adult (YA) novel for LRT, 
but believes this extraor-
dinary book will appeal to 
readers of all ages. 

In July 2016, the Liver-
more community was asked 
to help choose the featured 
book for LRT 2017 by 
selecting one of five titles.  
Smith’s novel received high 
votes in the online survey.  
The staff of the Livermore 
Public Library was inspired 
to choose Flygirl because 
the book celebrates the con-
tributions of African Ameri-
cans as well as women in 
aviation.    

Throughout the month 
of February, the Livermore 
Public Library will host 
programs and events based 
on themes found in the fea-
tured book.  Copies of Fly-
girl and LRT event sched-
ules will be available at all 
Livermore Public Library 
locations.  All LRT events 
are free thanks to Friends of 
the Livermore Library. Un-
less noted, events are held 
at the Civic Center Library 

on 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore, CA.  

About Flygirl:  All Ida 
Mae Jones wants is to soar 
above the clouds.  Her 
father was a pilot, and years 
after his death she feels 
closest to him when she's 
in the air.  But as a young 
black woman in 1940s 
Louisiana, she knows the 
sky is off limits to her, until  
America enters World War 
II, and the Army forms the 
WASP--Women Airforce 
Service Pilots. Ida has a 
chance to fulfill her dream 
if she's willing to use her 
light skin to pass as a white 
woman.  She wants to fly 
more than anything, but Ida 
soon learns that denying 
one's self and family is a 
heavy burden, and ulti-
mately it's not what you do 
but who you are that's most 
important.

 LRT events:  
• Sunday, January 

29, 2 pm:  LRT kick-off 
event featuring Livermore 
Airport, and pilots Bruce 
Anderson, Candace Hard-
ing, Barbara Blissert and 
Jacquie Warda.  A  program 
at the library for all ages.  
Learn about the Livermore 
Airport, flight, and what 
it takes to be a high-flying 
pilot.  

• Saturday, February 
4, 1 pm:  Screening and 
discussion of The Tuskegee 
Airmen (1995, PG-13).  
Free screening of the HBO 
movie starring Laurence 
Fishburne at 1 pm, followed 
by a discussion with the 
president and members of 
the William “Bill” Camp-
bell Chapter of the Tuske-

gee Airmen Inc. 
• Tuesday, February 

7, 6:30 pm:  Presentation 
on aviation pioneer Fred 
Wiseman by Stephen A. 
Lehmann, president of the 
Windsor Historical Soci-
ety.  Learn about Windsor, 
California’s Fred Wiseman, 
who built the first airplane 
in California and flew the 
first airmail flight in the 
U.S.   

• Saturday, February 
11, 11 am:  Guided tour of 
the Livermore Municipal 
Airport.  Sign up required, 
and space is limited.  Sign 
up begins January 29.  

Call Paul Sevilla at the 

Livermore Public Library 
at (925) 373-5573 for more 
information.   

• Sunday, February 12, 
2 pm:  Author Susan Wels 
discusses her book Amelia 
Earhart: The Thrill of It. 

• Wednesday, February 
15, 7 pm:  Flygirl Read-
ers Theater performed by 
actors from the Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival.   

• Friday, February 17, 
3:30 pm:  Sulphur Creek 
Nature Center’s Birds & 
Bats in Flight animal and 
craft program at Rincon 
Branch Library (725 
Rincon Avenue, Livermore, 
CA).  

• Saturday, February 18, 
1 pm: Teen Screen Print-
ing Workshop.  Teens learn 

to create aviation-themed 
prints to put on their t-shirts 
and tote bags. 

• Sunday, February 19, 2 
pm:  Author Craig Harwood 
discusses his book Quest 
for Flight: John J. Mont-
gomery and the Dawn of 
Aviation in the West. 

• Tuesday, February 
21, 3:30 pm: Kids learn to 
create paper airplanes at the 
Springtown Branch Library 
(998 Bluebell Drive, Liver-
more, CA).  

• Friday, February 24, 
3:30 pm:  Family movie 
day at the library featuring 
Disney-Pixar’s Up (2009, 
PG).  

• Saturday, February 25, 
2 pm:  Talk and Q&A with 
the award-winning author 
of Flygirl, Sherri L. Smith. 

• Sunday, February 26, 
2 pm:  The Swingin’ Blue 
Stars in concert.  They will 
perform vocal renditions in 
3-part harmony of WWII 
era songs—especially 
those made famous by The 
Andrews Sisters and groups 
like The McGuire Sisters.  

In addition, throughout 
the month of February the 
Civic Center Library Art 
Gallery will display  avia-
tion photographs by local 
photographer John King 
and Livermore Airport pilot 
Dan VanDusen.  

Livermore Reads To-
gether 2017 is sponsored by 
The Friends of the Liver-
more Library.  For more in-
formation about this library 
event, call 925-373-5500 or 
visit www.livermorelibrary.
net. 

 

Top photo is Ida Mae Jones;  image from Fly Girl; lower photo  Sherri L. Smith, author 
of the book.
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Pleasanton’s Firehouse 
Arts Center kicks off its 
2017 programming with 
the  return of Jim Ander-
son & The Rebels and the 
“Early Elvis” Tribute Show.  
Celebrating Elvis Presley’s 
82nd birthday weekend, the 
Firehouse presents “Happy 
Birthday, Elvis!” on Sun-
day, January 8, at 2 p.m. 

Reserved seating tickets 
are $17 - $27.  Tickets can 
be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org, by 
calling 925-931-4848, and 
in person at the Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton.  Box Office 
hours are Wednesday - 
Friday 12:00 noon-6:00pm 
and Saturdays 10:00am-
4:00pm, and two hours 
prior to the performance if 
not sold out.

From "Heartbreak 
Hotel" and "Hound Dog," 
to "Don’t Be Cruel" and 
"Jailhouse Rock,” the show 
will be full of the songs that 
keep the legend living on. 

Vocalist Jim Anderson 

has made a big name for 
himself with his tribute to 
the early years (1954-1966) 
and early hits of Elvis 
Presley.  The five-member 
group has been touted 
by lifelong Elvis fans as, 
“The most authentic tribute 

to early Elvis Presley to 
date.”  Jim says he is not an 
‘Elvis Impersonator.’  He is, 
however, thought by many 
to be the best interpreter of 
Elvis’ early music perform-
ing today.

According to Anderson, 

he began performing in 
1986 while in high school 
after being coerced by his 
football buddies. After 
about six words of "Love 
Me Tender," to his surprise, 
he received a screaming 
standing ovation and could 

barely hear the music. The 
reaction was so positive 
that Jim was immediately 
booked for several small 
venues. The venues contin-
ued to grow larger and he 
became an opening act for 
such renowned names as: 
The Platters, The Coasters, 
The Isley Brothers, and the 
"Ragin' Cajun" himself, 

Doug Kershaw.
The hip swivelling, body 

gyrating, and leg wiggling 
show presents Elvis’s music 
when his brand of rock 
‘n’ roll was considered 
“dangerous,” showcases 
the songs that changed the 
direction of music forever, 
and reminds us why Elvis 
was, and still is, the KING.

925.373.6800      LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

THE FOUR 
FRESHMEN
NEW YEAR’S EVE

Sat DEC 31 8pm

Includes Sparkling 
Wine & Dessert 
after the show

Rhapsody & Rhythm
THE GERSHWIN 

EXPERIENCE

Sat JAN 7 8pm

Jesus Christ 
SuperStar

TRI-VALLEY REPERTORY 
THEATRE

JAN 14 - JAN 29

Ross Stein
RAE DOROUGH 

SPEAKER SERIES

Thu JAN 26 7:30pm

Timothy B. Schmit
LEGENDARY EAGLE AND 

MEMBER OF POCO

FRI JAN 20 8pm

even though it was just five 
minutes ago. . . .

I think bunnies must 
sense the pure heart of a 
spectrum child. . . .

Big changes happened 
after Christmas. Roman 
entered a mainstream class-
room, and I attended the 
remaining portion of second 
grade with him as his aide. 
. . .

During this amazing 
year of firsts, he also started 
writing stories. . . . Roman 
is attending fifth grade and 
is accepted at school for 
who he is. His progress 
took work, courage, and 

determination from all of 
us, and we are so happy that 
PomPom has been a part of 
his journey.

I never expected to be a 
special needs mom nor love 
a big white bunny so much, 
but the most beautiful 
moments in life are often 
unexpected. Roman and 
PomPom are perfect exactly 
as they are and we are lucky 
to get to love them.

Learn more about the 
Petco Foundation or read 
the entire story by visiting 
www.petcofoundation.org.

To learn more about East 
Bay Rabbit Rescue, go to 
eastbayrabbit.com

RABBIT
(continued from front page)

PomPom

Jim Anderson

Tribute Show to Celebrate Elvis's 82nd Birthday Weekend
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Yesterday into Today
What a joy to see the 

June Rolling Stone story 
on Kris Kristofferson. 
The title was provocative: 
“Kris Kristofferson: An 
Outlaw at 80.” The sub-
title softened the message, 
a bit: “Country legend has 
faced memory loss and 
the death of old friends, 
and has also found peace 
– just don’t try to tell him 
what to do.” 

“An Outlaw at 80” was 
referring, of course, to the 
fact that Kristofferson be-
came an octogenarian this 
year. It’s hard to believe 
that my heartthrob of the 
70s and 80s has reached 
that age, but, then, the rest 
of us 60s gen are get-
ting older too. In 2016, it 
sounds rather silly, I think, 
to apply the very un-coun-
terculture term heartthrob 
to the likes of Kristoffer-
son, a man who lived life 
on the wild side, accord-
ing to the tabloids and 
the lyrics in the songs he 
wrote. The first line in one 
of his most famous songs, 
“Me and Bobby McGee,” 
goes: ““Busted flat in Ba-
ton Rouge, headin' for the 
trains, Feelin' nearly faded 
as my jeans.” I remember 
the first time I heard those 
lyrics. They conjured up 
images of a hard-driving 
man tramping his way 
through town, any town, 
living life on the edge. But 
I sensed that the rugged 
looks of the gorgeous 
singer/songwriter, with his 
rugged looks, his manly 
lean-body swagger, and 
his gruff-sounding Texas 
cowboy twang didn’t be-
long to the 50s generation, 
the decade of Sandra Dee 
and her innocent Gidget 

KRIS KRISTOFFERSON

By Sarah Bobson

romps on the beach with 
her surfer dude Moondog-
gie played by James Dar-
ren. Kristofferson’s man-
ner and message wouldn’t 
beguile my heart until the 
mid-70s, after I had shorn 
notions of puppy love 
romances and adorned the 
air of anti-war protests.

“Me and Bobby Mc-
Gee” described a different 
world, that of a freewhee-
lin’ life singing the heart-
break of the blues: “From 
the coalmines of Kentucky 
to the California sun, 
Bobby shared the secrets 
of my soul … Then some-
where near Salinas, Lord, 
I let her slip away … And 
nothin' left was all she left 
to me, Feelin' good was 
easy, Lord, when Bobby 
sang the blues, And buddy, 
that was good enough for 
me. Good enough for me 
and Bobby McGee.” 

I can still hear that 
gravelly, low, seduc-
tive voice singing those 
straight-forward, decep-
tively simple lyrics. But 
it was when Kristofferson 
sang another of my song 
favorites, “Help Me Make 
It Through the Night,” that 
my heart swooned (anoth-
er 50s expression). “Take 
the ribbon from your hair, 
Shake it loose and let it 
fall, Layin' soft upon my 
skin, Like the shadows on 
the wall, Come and lay 
down by my side, Till the 
early mornin' light, All I'm 
takin' is your time, Help 
me make it through the 
night.”

There are no hidden 
Dylanesque metaphors in 
Kristofferson’s blues, no 
transcendental enlighten-
ment of latter Beatles 
songs. Kristofferson, my 
ideal of a man, was strong 
and tough yet sensitive 
enough to write such beau-
tiful, tender, and yet sad 
songs of romantic longing. 
How surprised I was to 
discover that in addition 
to his being gorgeous 
(with that cute, closely 
cropped dark brown 
beard and moustache 
and dark brown hair just 
long enough to make him 
look hip), he was also a 
talented songwriter, and a 
brainiac. Born in Browns-
ville, Texas in 1936, later 
settling in the Bay Area in 
San Mateo, Kristofferson, 
an army brat, became a 
Phi Beta Kappa at Pomona 
College where he gradu-
ated summa cum laude in 
literature. He went on to 
earn a Rhodes Scholar-
ship to Oxford, where he 
studied at Merton College 
and majored in English lit-
erature, played rugby, and 
dabbled in singing. After 
that, perhaps due to the 
importance of the military 
for his family, he served a 
tour in the U.S. Army in 
the mid-60s, a time when 
American college students 
were beginning to protest 
the Army’s presence in 
Vietnam. Upon leaving 
the service, he resumed 
his interest in singing and 
songwriting, much to his 
military family’s dismay.

Kristofferson got his 
first break when legend-
ary country singer Johnny 
Cash recorded one of his 
songs, “Sunday Mornin’ 
Comin’ Down.” Krist-
offerson supported his 
budding musical career 
by working odd jobs. 
It is reported he wrote 
both “Help Me Make It 
Through the Night” and 
“Bobby McGee” while 
working on an oil rig. 
It’s also reported that he 
earned a few dollars flying 
helicopters. He composed 
a lot of songs and a lot of 
singers, such as Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Kenny Rogers, Ja-
nis Joplin, Gladys Knight 
and the Pips, Johnny 
Cash, and Kristofferson 
himself, recorded them 
and made them famous. 

As if singing and 
songwriting weren’t 
enough, Kristofferson lent 
his talented sensibilities 
to the movie industry. He 
has made numerous films, 
including The Last Movie 
directed by Dennis Hop-
per, and two Sam Peckin-
pah films, Pat Garrett and 
Billy the Kid, and Bring 
Me the Head of Alfredo 
Garcia. He played a sup-
porting role and appeared 
in the latter half of Alice 
Doesn’t Live Here Any-
more, where his cowboy 
character rescues a widow, 
played by Ellen Burstyn, 
who is trying to put her 
life back together. But I 
thought Kristofferson nev-
er looked more gorgeous 
than when he co-starred 

with Barbra Streisand in 
the 1976 musical drama 
and third remake of A Star 
Is Born, which earned him 
a Golden Globe for Best 
Actor. He modernized 
the role to that of a has-
been, difficult-to-handle 
rock star, John Norman 
Howard, who mentors an 
aspiring singer, Esther 
Hoffman, played by Bar-
bra Streisand. As much as 
I love Kristofferson and 
Streisand, I thought they 
were mismatched and they 
looked awkward together. 
I couldn’t buy his waspy 
renegade character fall-
ing for the talented but 
kvetchy Jewish charac-
ter, but Streisand, who 
produced the film along 
with her former beau Jon 
Peters, has loved to star 
in films opposite “gor-
geous goyishe guys” 
(Robert Redford, Jeff 
Bridges, Nick Nolte, Ryan 
O’Neal), as she dubbed 
them in one of her films (I 
can’t remember which).

Yes, Kristofferson, the 
tough yet sensitive guy 
with the pigeon-toed walk, 
the outlaw as Rolling 
Stone referred to him, has 
lived many lives during 
his 80 years. He’s excelled 
in academic studies. He’s 
tramped and boozed and 
been busted. His star has 
shone in music and film. 
While I find it sad to think 
of the mind of the former 
Rhodes Scholar losing its 
brilliance, I also can’t help 
but think that even though 
his hair and beard are now 
a snowy white and his 
skin is a paler version of 
itself, damn if he still ain’t 
gorgeous.

The East Bay Regional 
Park District Board of Di-
rectors voted unanimously 
last week to acquire two 
parcels, of 50 and 80 acres, 
to expand parks in Antioch 
and Byron, respectively.

The first parcel, a 50-
acre hillside, represents the 
last remaining undeveloped 
ridgeline between Black 
Diamond Mines Regional 
Preserve and Contra Loma 
Regional Park, both in An-
tioch. The parcel was once 
slated for 50 luxury homes. 
However, the developer, 
Suncrest Homes, and its 
successor property owner, 
Antioch Holdings LLC, 
agreed to donate the prop-
erty, valued at $3.5 million.

The developer will 
donate the property to the 
Regional Parks Foundation, 
which in turn will convey 
it to the Park District to 
become part of Black Dia-
mond Mines.

“This is a great example 
of how we can work with a 
property owner to achieve 
our goals of protecting open 
space and make a lasting 
difference to the commu-
nity,” said Juliana Schirmer, 
Foundation development 
director. “As a 501(c)
(3), we’re in a wonderful 
position to facilitate public-
private partnerships such as 
this. The donor receives a 
tax benefit, and the commu-
nity gets an asset that will 
be enjoyed and protected 
forever.”

The second acquisi-
tion is 80 acres near Byron 
Vernon Pools Regional Pre-
serve that the Park District 
is acquiring in partnership 
with the East Contra Costa 
County Habitat Conser-
vancy. The Conservancy, 
through the California 
Wildlife Conservation 

Park District 
Purchases 

Two Parcels
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Hundreds of local 
veterans will soon be able 
to enjoy 725 books thanks 
to the first-ever Veterans 
Day book drive at Sandia/
California.

The books, donated by 
the site’s members of the 
workforce, will be distribut-
ed by staff at the Livermore 
Veterans Administration to 
hospitals in Menlo Park, 
Palo Alto, and Yuba City, 
California.

The book drive was 
initiated by Security Officer 
Mark Cordes, who got the 
idea after visiting his father-
in-law at the hospital. He 
pitched the idea to members 

Sandia/California Military Support Committee members Sarah Flores, Mark Cordes, 
Brian Abelgas, and Rachel Sowell pack up the 725 books collected for local veterans. 
     

Sandia/ California donates 725 
Books to Livermore VA Hospital

     of the Sandia/California 
Military Support Commit-
tee (MSC) and they agreed 
to spearhead the book drive.

  “The books will 
help lift the spirits of the 
veterans who are in the 
hospital especially during 
the holidays,” Cordes said. 
“We are fortunate to have 
supportive and caring mem-
bers of the workforce who 
donated new and gently 
used books.”

   Twenty boxes of books 
were delivered to the Liver-
more VA hospital on Nov. 
22, by Security Officer 
Mark Cordes, and MSC 
members Brian Abelgas, 

Sarah Flores, and Rachel 
Sowell.

 “The MSC would like 
to sincerely thank the mem-
bers of the workforce for 
their generous donations,” 
Sowell said. “It is through 
your continued support of 
our country’s military and 
their families, that enables 
the Military Support Com-
mittee at Sandia/California 
to facilitate and organize 
events for our military.”

The MSC will work with 
the Livermore VA hospital 
staff, after the holidays to 
see if they would like the 
site to host another book 
drive next year, in honor of 
Veterans Day.

     
 

Board, is anticipated to 
contribute 95 percent of the 
$520,000 purchase price. 
The remainder of the funds 
will come from NextEra. 
The price was based on the 
property’s appraised fair-
market value.

Both properties include 
rolling, grassy hills and 
an array of native trees 
and shrubs, and provide 
important habitat for native 
species. They both help the 
Park District achieve its 
long-term goal of creating 
wildlife corridors to protect 
native species, and preserv-
ing the East Bay’s most 
beautiful open spaces.

These acquisitions fol-
low the Park District’s ad-
dition of nearly 400 acres in 
East Contra Costa County 
last month. Those purchases 
include 191 acres to expand 
Black Diamond Mines, and 
199 acres along Vasco Road 
to become part of Vasco 
Hills Regional Preserve as 
well as Byron Vernal Pools.

PARCELS
(continued from page 4)

 Best Workplaces for 
Commuters, a program 
designed to encourage 
sustainable transportation 
innovation singled out 
18 employers nationwide 
Thursday, December 15th, 
2016, during the an-
nual "Race to Excellence" 
Virtual Awards Ceremony. 
Hacienda in Pleasanton 
received both a Gold Award 
as a Best Workplaces for 
Commuters Site as well as 
the best in class recogni-
tion. The awards recognize 
organizations who have 
taken exemplary steps to 
offer transportation options 
such as vanpool and transit 
benefits or telework and 
compressed workweek pro-
grams for their employees. 

Hacienda has crafted one 
of the most comprehensive 
commute service programs 
available. The wide range 
of free and convenient of-
ferings include access to lo-

cal and inter-regional transit 
and shuttles, incentives for 
new riders trying commute 
alternatives, preferential 
parking for rideshare and 
rideshare assistance, an 
emergency ride home, 
a library of commuting 
resources, pedestrian and 
biking facilities, and cen-
tralized commute informa-
tion services. 

“The annual Race to Ex-
cellence provides national 
recognition for employers 
who offer high level com-
muter benefits,” said Julie 
Bond, CUTR’s national 
program manager for Best 
Workplaces for Commut-
ers. “Offering commuter 
benefits is a win-win situ-
ation for employees who 
change their commuting 
habits to save time, money, 
and stress and employers 
who gain a competitive 
edge in employee recruit-
ment and retention. This 
year we recognized 18 Race 

to Excellence winners who 
have exceptional commute 
programs.”

Hacienda was given a 
Gold Award in the Best 
Workplaces for Commuters 
Sites category and was also 
recognized as the best in its 
class. "Hacienda is grateful 
for this national recogni-
tion of our comprehensive 
commute program," noted 
James Paxson, Hacienda's 
general manager. "Hacienda 

has been a regular recipient 
of this award owing to the 
extent and breadth of ser-
vices made available to pro-
vide commuting assistance; 
programs that we regularly 
improve on and expand. 
We continue to believe that 
Hacienda is fundamentally 
a better place to work and 
live because of what we 
offer to both employees and 
residents within the devel-
opment." 

Beyond the recognition 
awarded to Hacienda as 
a place, Hacienda's Best 
Workplaces for Commuters 
Site designation also means 
that the Best Workplaces 
for Commuters Employer 
recognition can be afforded 
to any of the park's 685 
businesses, simply by virtue 
of their location in the park, 
once they sign up for the 
program.

Hacienda Receives Two Awards for Transportation Innovation

Try Our  
Mobile 
Edition!

www.independentnews.com
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The Livermore Valley Education Foundation (LVEF) 
announced the recipients of six 2016 Innovation in Educa-
tion (IE) grants. The IE grant program was developed by 
LVEF and the Rotarian Foundation of Livermore. Awards 
range from $1,000 to $3,000. The program is financed 
through contributions, fundraising events, corporate spon-
sorships, and bequests. 

“The Livermore Valley Education Foundation has been 
a strong and consistent supporter of the District for more 
than 25 years,” said Kelly Bowers, LVJUSD Superinten-
dent of Schools. “I’m pleased to see LVEF partner with 
the Rotary Foundation, continuing and expanding their 
impact on student learning. The Innovation in Educa-
tion Grant invites our teachers to implement one of the 
District’s core focus areas and develop innovative ways to 
educate and inspire LVJUSD students.”

Karen Hutchinson, LVEF Board Member and Chair 
of the IE Grants Committee, stated, “We are pleased to 

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) Board of Trustees honored top seniors from 
Livermore and Granada High Schools at its December 13, 
2016 Board meeting.

Raina Jiang from Livermore High School, and Elijah 
Kane, Ethan Shang, and David Y. Wang from Granada 
High School have earned the honor of being named Na-
tional Merit Semifinalists.

National Merit Letters of Commendation have been 
awarded to Laura Caine, Jordan Combitsis, Samantha 
Dukes, Zachariah Eme, Shannon Kai, Janna Pickett, Pat-
rick Schwartz, Samantha Singh, and Jessica Spencer from 
Livermore High School, along with John Fogerson, Alex 
Hattori, Samuel Jeppson, Carissa Kamm, Miles Larson, 
Anna Leigh, Ryan Marta, Adele Myers, Sarah Passannate, 

Scott Plantenga, Michael Puso, Lauren Stuart, Karlie Ter-
uya, and Jackson Volkir from Granada High School have 
each earned this top honor.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academ-
ic competition for recognition and scholarships that began 
in 1955. High school students enter the National Merit 
Program by taking the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude 
Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) in October of their junior year. Last fall, about 
1.6 million juniors across the country entered the 2017 
National Merit Scholarship competition by taking the 
PSAT/NMSQT.

Nationwide, about 16,000 of the students who took the 
test had top scores that identified them as semifinalists. 
These students are in the top 1% of high school seniors, 
and are eligible to continue in the process to apply for a 

National Merit Scholarship. Four of these students are 
from the LVJUSD. The National Merit Program awards 
Letters of Commendation to students who are in the top 
5% of all students nationally. There are 23 LVJUSD stu-
dents who have been recognized as Commended Students 
by National Merit.

Kelly Bowers, Superintendent of Schools, herself a 
National Merit Semifinalist when she was in high school, 
joined the Board in celebrating the District’s outstanding 
seniors. “We are so very proud of these students for their 
outstanding achievement as nationally ranked scholars. 
They exemplify our goal of graduating students who will 
both contribute and thrive in our 21st-century world,” 
said Bowers. Photographs courtesy of Creative Imaging, 
Pleasanton, California

provide this year’s grants to well-deserving and dedicated 
individuals who are committed to continually improving 
education in the Tri-Valley. The Innovation in Education 
grants encourage initiative, out-of-the-box thinking, and 
educational excellence.”

The IE grant recipients are:
• Technical Education teacher, Kenon Willis, was 

awarded $2,492.40 for “Project Lead the Way,” enabling 
students to collaboratively create programming applica-
tions aimed at middle school students, thereby promoting 
advanced computer science course selection.

• Junction Avenue K-8 School third grade teacher 
Grace Hersh was awarded $3,000.00 for Chromebooks in 
order for her students to create projects that demonstrate 
their design engineering, presentation, and mathematical 
skills. 

• Arroyo Seco Elementary Science teacher Alison 
Chodash was awarded a $2,970 Innovation in Education 
grant to purchase six iPads for the science classroom and 

the school's makerspace.
• Granada High School’s Connor Sweeney, Will 

Murphy, and Keith Pickering Walters, received a grant 
for $3,000, which will be used to complete the short film 
“Project After Thoughts,' which deals with student drunk 
driving.

• Fifth grade teacher Cassia Clinton of Altamont Creek 
Elementary is using iPads to introduce Augmented Reality 
(AR) to her students through projects.

• Kindergarten teacher, Blair Armaz, of Altamont 
Creek Elementary is using BeeBots to help students learn 
basic programming and math skills and help develop their 
spatial skills. 

For more information on these projects, visit the Liver-
more Valley Education Foundation on Facebook.

Founded in 1991, LVEF is an independent nonprofit 
organization that funds programs to benefit the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD) students 
and teachers.  For more information, visit www.lvef.org

 

Livermore School Board Recognizes National Merit Semifinalists

LVEF Announces Awards in Innovation in Education Grant Winners

David Y. Wang                                                     Raina Jiang                                                      Ethan Shang                                                    Elijah Kane
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A Pop-Up Shop has been 
established at Christensen 
Middle School (CMS) in 
Livermore.

Heidi Campher, CMS 
PTA board member and 
volunteer, helped to estab-
lish the Pop-Up Shop after 
reading an article about a 
North Carolina high school 
Pop-Up Shop that provides 
basic resources like non-
perishable food, hygienic 
products, school supplies 
and clothing to some of 
their students that might 
otherwise go without. Cam-
pher felt there might be a 
need at CMS. Last year, she 
approached the CMS PTA 
to request funding to start 
a shop at CMS.  The CMS 
PTA board and membership 
were glad to finance the 
project and have adopted 
it as one of their programs. 
The program is set up so 
students can approach a 
school administrator to 
discreetly select items they 
need from the in-house 
shop.  

Lynn Buskard, President 
of the CMS PTA, stated, 
“The Parent Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) primary 
goal is to connect families, 
schools and communities. 
We believe our responsibil-
ity includes advocating for 
the safety and welfare of all 
children, and the opportuni-
ty for a quality public edu-
cation for each child.  There 
are students and families 
that go without daily neces-
sities and this puts some 
stress on these children.  
This may indirectly affect 
how they interact with other 
students, their teachers and, 
of course, impact their abil-
ity to learn.  If everyone is 
happy and healthy, all the 
kids win.  We are grateful 
to Heidi for taking this task 
to heart.” 

With a lot of hard work 
from Heidi, the Pop-Up 
Shop program was able to 
provide some staple items 
for the families to enjoy 
during the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  The shop not only 
provides some of the basic 
necessities, but also stocks 
a limited number of family-

oriented activity items 
this holiday season such 
as  Ugly Sweater Cookie 
Kits.  This is something 
fun that a student can do 
with their family. Heidi is 
making sure that the Shop 
is stocked to meet the needs 
of students.

As a community, CMS 

is working toward the com-
mon goal of ensuring that 
the needs of thestudents are 
met so that they may excel 
in all facets of their lives 
both at school and at home.

 

Lindsay Wildlife Experi-
ence  now has an American 
bald eagle now calling 
Lindsay home.

This 13-year-old bald 
eagle came to Lindsay from 
World Bird Sanctuary in 
Missouri. She arrived at 
Lindsay Dec. 6.

Now this California girl 
resides in an aviary onsite 
at Lindsay and will start 
public programs in early 
2017— Lindsay is one of 
the few centers in the Bay 
Area to have an ambassador 
representing the national bird.

The eagle, which had an injured right wing, was found 
in the bottom of a ravine in Hayward, Wisconsin in 2003. 
A windstorm had destroyed the nest two weeks before the 
young eagle was found in the ravine by rescuers, accord-
ing to medical records. At the time, it was evident the 
adult eagles were dropping food to the chick in the ravine, 
but her right wing was broken, likely, in the fall weeks 
earlier making her unable to fly. Due to the narrow ravine 
and delay in finding the young eagle her wing healed 
improperly so she could not be released back into the 
wild. For nearly her entire life she has she lived on exhibit 
at World Bird Sanctuary and was trained for handling on 
glove for public presentations—just as she will soon do at 
Lindsay.

“We are very excited to welcome this bald eagle to 
Lindsay,” said Lindsay Director of Animal Encounters 
Dawn Manley. “This is the first bald eagle to be added 
to the collection since the passing of Sentinel, our last 
and long-time resident bald eagle ambassador. Eagles are 
a very popular species for our visitors due to their size, 
beauty and importance in the environment.”

Bald Eagles were close to extinction 30 years ago in 
the U.S. and have made a remarkable comeback. This is 
an important ambassador for Lindsay, because it illustrates 
the need for wildlife rehabilitation, our commitment to 
conservation as well as species and habitat education and 
will help us educate the public about the need for contin-
ued monitoring of this bird for population trends.

Lindsay has not had a bald eagle since its long-time 
animal ambassador Sentinel died in 2014. The new bald 
eagle is just over eight-pounds, smaller than Lindsay’s 
golden eagle Topaz, who weighs in at more than 11 
pounds and has lived at Lindsay since 2005.

“Our eagles not only serve as wonderful ambassadors 
and educators, they also help us send powerful conserva-
tion messages,” says Dr. Cheryl McCormick, executive 
director of Lindsay. “These extraordinary birds have 
sustained severe injuries that make them non- releasable, 
and Lindsay has an obligation to speak out on their behalf 
and promote efforts to protect them.”

Lindsay will auction-off the naming rights to the eagle 
at the April 1, 2017 Faces of Wildlife Gala, an annual 
fundraiser for Lindsay held at Diablo Country Club.

For more information, call (925) 935-1978 or visit 
lindsaywildlife.org

Pictured at Christensen Middle School are (left) Lynn Buskard and Heidi Campher.

Bald Eagle to Serve As 
Ambassador for Lindsay  Pop-Up Shop Established at Christensen
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

Bryce Beecher’s “Natural Influ-
ences” art exhibit hangs at Cuda 
Ridge Winery through December 
31st, 2016. 2400 Arroyo Road in 
Livermore. Regular winery hours are 
12-4:30 Fri.-Sun.; open by appt. at 
510-304-0914.

Color, Line, Content, a show by the 
artists of Show & Tell, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Drysdale 
Properties, 1983 Second Street, 
Livermore. The group includes 
painters; photographers; sculptors; 
printmakers; artists who draw, 
etch or create collages; artists who 
tool leather or make jewelry and 
wearable art; and others. The public 
may view the show weekdays, 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. through Dec. 30. 
For information about the show, 
or to schedule a showing during 
non-business hours, contact Cher 
Wollard at cherw@cherw.com or 
925-784-4679. For information 
about Show & Tell, contact Miller at 
danne_miller@att.net.

Tri-Valley Traveling Artists showing 
of paintings and photographs from 
recent travels at the Livermore Civic 
Center Library Gallery, December 
1-30. Artists reception will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 10 
at the Library. 1188 So. Livermore 
Avenue. For information, call 
373-5500. 

California Watercolor Association 

47th National Exhibition, January 
14 to February 25, 2017, Harrington 
Gallery, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Opening 
reception, 1-3 p.m. Sat., Jan. 14. 
. Eighty works by accomplished 
national artists will be on view. 
www.firehousearts.org

MEETINGS/CLASSES
 Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, 
and a donation of $5.00 is desired 
although not mandatory. Contact 
for this event is D’Anne Miller at 
danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss 
and share work with Profes-
sional Artists in sketching, painting, 
exhibiting and marketing your work. 
ACC members currently working on 
exhibiting theme works, under the 
Inspiration of "The Artist's Edge /The 
Edge of Art & Chosen Pathways." 
Meets and Critiques Friday mornings 
in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore. Coffee, tea and refresh-
ments are available. Call or e-mail 
Barbara Stanton for more info about 
the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, paint-
ing, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information, 
contact Thomasin Dewhurst at 
(925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art in-
structor, Thomasin Dewhurst. Week-

day and weekend classes, Home 
school classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member & 
share your work - Contact PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com for more info on 
Theme Challenges, Membership & 
Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
at Galina’s Music Studio located at 
1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 
fee to cover meeting costs.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, 
full bar, small cover.  .

An Irish Christmas, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
22. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

New Year’s Eve with the Four Fresh-
men, 8 p.m. Dec. 31. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Rhapsody and Rhythm: The 
Gershwin Experience, 8 p.m. Jan. 
7. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

‘Happy Birthday, Elvis!’ Featuring 
Jim Anderson & The Rebels. The 
Firehouse Arts Center celebrates 
Elvis Presley’s Birthday Weekend 
with the return of hit group Jim 
Anderson & The Rebels. Considered 
by many to be the best interpreter 

of 'Early Elvis' around, Anderson 
and his rockin’ band The Rebels 
recreate the sound, the songs, and 
the memories of Elvis Presley on 
this special weekend. Hits include 
of course Heartbreak Hotel, Hound 
Dog, Don't be Cruel, Jailhouse Rock, 
and many more.  Sunday, January 
8, at 2:00 p.m. Reserved seating 
tickets $17- $27. Tickets available 
at www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 

The Sweet Remains, soulful folk 
sounds, 8 p.m. January 14. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848.

 Timothy B. Schmit – Live in 
Concert, Legendary Eagle and 
Member of Poco. 8 p.m. Jan. 20. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Playwrights' Theater, Eugene 

O'Neill's play, Dynamo, staged 
reading Jan. 7 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 8 
at 2 p.m. Museum of San Ramon 
Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Danville. 
Tickets at www.eugeneoneill.org or 
820-1818. 

Jesus Christ Superstar, Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theater production, week-
ends Jan. 14-29, 2017. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
373-6800 or www.bankheadtheater.
org.

Anything Goes, Pacific Coast Reper-
tory Theatre, Jan. 28-Feb. 12. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org.

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9pm in the 
Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 2369 
First St. in Livermore.

The Big Fat Year-End Kiss-Off 
Comedy Show XXIV: Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton, Wednesday, 
December 28, 8:00 p.m. Celebration 
of the good, the bad, and the ugly of 
2016. Stand-up, improvisation and 
loosely written sketches mock, scoff 
and taunt with taste. Starring politi-
cal satirist Will Durst, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Johnny Steele, Mari 
Magaloni and Arthur Gaus. (PG-13) 
Reserved seating tickets are $20.00, 
$25.00, $30.00; available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848 
[Call: 925-931-4848] , or at the 
center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Tom Papa, 8 p.m. Jan. 27. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

MOVIES
The Classic Film Series, Pleasan-

ton Library will feature a range of 
genres. “On the Islands,” themed 
films will be shown the first 
Thursday of each month through 
June 2017. 6:30 p.m. at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Avenue. Free admis-
sion. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable 
for children. For more information 
or assistance, please contact 
the Pleasanton Public Library 
at (925) 931-3400, extension 
4. Visit www.pleasantonlibrary.
org for a list of films and more 
information.

OPERA
25th Anniversary Celebration, 

Livermore Valley Opera, 5 p.m. 
January 28 at The Club at Ruby 
Hill. Concert of music including 
your favorite arias. Following 
the concert, three course dinner. 
Live auction and a two surprising 
raffle items. www.livermoreval-
leyopera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. 

Tours of the 140+ year old ranch 
and free, family friendly seasonal 
activities. The last Sunday of 
each month, 1-4 PM. Go to www.
livermorehistory.com for the 
monthly program. 455 Olivina 
Ave., Livermore.

 Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues 
and trends that are driving cur-
rent affairs in both the national 
and international arenas.  Topics 
that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, 
military affairs, history, sociology, 
science, the climate, and religion. 
Contact Rich at 872-7923, for 
further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group 
led by a small group of book club 
veterans, with reading selections 
based on member recom-
mendations and consensus. No 
homework required– share your 
insights or just listen in! Contact 
Nancy Tingstrom Turner at 
ntingstr@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word. 2nd Thursday of 
each month. Features local authors 
reading their work 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
at Peet's Coffee and Tea, 152 
So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.
com/StoriedNights 

An Evening with Booker T. Washing-
ton: Tuesday, January 17th, 7pm. Ed 
Kinney Speakers Series. All events 
are general seating at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Tickets 
are $15 General Admission, $10 
Seniors (65+) / Students (with 
valid ID), $7 Members. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
museumonmain.org, at Museum on 
Main during regular operating hours 
or by phoning the museum at (925) 
462-2766. 

Ross Stein, Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series, Scientist: “Earthquakes; 
Prediction & Consequences.” 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 24. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First Street, Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

A 2017 calendar featuring 
scenes in Livermore is 
available at the Livermore 
Art Association Gallery. The 
photos were taken by fine 
art nature photographer 
Kerry McGehee. A portion 
of the proceeds are donated 
to the ASPCA. The calendar 
is printed on high quality 
paper, 11” x 17” wire bound 
at the top so  it can be hung 
on any wall. Calendars 
sell for $18.95 and are 
available at the LAA Gallery, 
downtown, on Third St.  
in downtown Livermore. 
They are also available 
to order online at http://
www.lulu.com/shop/kerry-
j-mcgehee/2017-livermore-
c a l e n d a r / c a l e n d a r /
product-22928975.html
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SandalS
VacationS

(925) 447-4300
in downtown livermore

2269 Third Street
travelbuglivermore.com

tRaVEl
BUG

NOW OPEN
Come Join the  

Mark Ballas Family. 
Schedule Your Free  

Introductory Lesson Today!
925.201.1956

Pacific Masterworks 
Chorus (PMC) is accept-
ing singers of all levels for 
its next session beginning 
January 4, 2017. Plans are 
underway for a concert on 
May 21, 2017 entitled "My 
Favorite Things" as well as 
a July 2018 tour to Cuba. 

PMC is made up of all 
kinds of people, of all ages 
and from all walks of life, 
who have one thing in com-
mon. The youngest member 
is fifteen and the oldest is 
over seventy. Some have 
studied music and sing-
ing and others are just 
now learning. They meet 

once a week each season 
to practice and learn with 
a seasoned chorus master 
and end each season with a 
concert. Practices are held 
in the Dublin/Pleasanton 
area, depending on venue 
availability.

No audition is required 
to join the Pacific Mas-
terworks Chorus. Anyone 
who can't read music, will 
be taught by other choris-
ters, as well as help with 
voice lessons. PMC is a 
self-sustaining volunteer 
chorus supporting their love 
of singing with donations, 
dues and fundraisers. PMC 

has fairly low membership 
dues, structured to assure 
that everyone who wants 
to join, can. Some scholar-
ships are available, as well.

PMC presents two 
full-scale concerts per year 
and takes off part of the 
summer.

Contact Debbie Ben-
nett, operations manager, 
for more information or 
to join the Pacific Master-
works Chorus at debbieben-
nett39@yahoo.com

For information, go to 
www.pacificmasterwork-
schorus.org

by Kathy Coyle
On December 4, The 

Rotarian Foundation of 
Livermore hosted its sev-
enth annual Holiday Party 
for Deserving Children on 
Dec. 4, continuing its histo-
ry of supporting programs 
for youth in the Livermore 
community. The Barn in 
Livermore was filled with 
the sights and sounds of the 
holidays, as more than 100 
children and their parents, 
took part in an afternoon of 
song, food and entertain-
ment.  

The children arrived to 
find the hall decorated  with 
the theme trees. Felt trees 
were pinned to the walls 
with little snowmen and 
sparkly garlands hanging 
for decorations. Each table 
had a tree centerpiece. 
Brightly covered tables 
were laden with food for 
lunch. Traditional holiday 
music filled the air.

The Del Valle High 
School Culinary Academy 
led the food preparation for 
the third time and a special 
thanks goes out to them. 

Photo courtesy Don Wentz

The doors opened at 
1:45 and the hall quickly 
filled up with families. The 
tiny guests were treated 
to face painting and bal-
loon creations, while they 
snacked and played,  antici-
pating Santa’s arrival from 
the North Pole.

“Sparkles the Elf and 
Ravioli” entertained the 
attendees for the entire 
afternoon, with slapstick, 
riddles and funny tricks and 
then entertained everyone 
with a comedy/magic show.
The children squealed 
with laughter and delight, 
completely enthralled by 

their elf-like costumes and 
personalities.

Then Santa arrived. The 
children waited for their 
chance for a visit and a 
photo. As the guests left 
for home,  they received a 
brightly colored tote bag 
filled with special gifts for 
the holidays.  The families 
were also encouraged to 
take the decorations and 
some food home with them.

The Rotarian Founda-
tion received supprt from 
local businesses, Rotarians, 
Interact Clubs, CAPE Head 
Start and volunteers.

Annual Holiday Party Brings Smiles 
to the Faces of Participants

Pacific Masterworks Chorus Accepting 
Singers for Upcoming Performance

Elizabeth O'Neill with Pacific Masterworks Chorus 
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tices in Bulletin Board, send information 
to PO Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in 
care of Bulletin Board or email informa-
tion to editmail@compuserve.com. 
Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person 
should also be included. Deadline is 5 
p.m. Friday.)

 Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA, Dec. 31, 1 p.m. celebrate 
early in San Ramon, RSVP by Dec. 28 to 
Gloria, 846-8320. 

BSA Troop 900 Christmas Tree 
Lot - The troop's annual fund raiser 
is a Christmas Tree Lot located at the 
corner of Hillcrest and East Ave. is open 
9AM-9PM on weekends, 5PM-9PM 
Monday-Friday. Three types of 6’-7’ 
trees are available ranging in price from 
$42-$64. Tree stands and mistletoe are 
available, too. Help support Troop 900 by 
purchasing a tree at their Christmas Tree 
Lot this year. 

 Girls Night Out Networking Kicks 
Off 2017 in Dublin, Jan. 9, 5 to 7 p.m.  
Coco Cabana Restaurant, 4500 Tassa-
jara Road, Suite C, Dublin. Must RSVP/
prepay.  www.gnon.org/monthly-mixer.
html. Questions:  925-487-4748; Cost: 
$10/members; $15/non members GNON 
is an all-women’s networking group that 
gathers once a month (first Monday’s of 
the month) for the purpose of informal 
and fun networking.  

Crab Feed, The Livermore High 
School Alumni Assoc. is having its 5th 
Annual Fundraising Crab Feed on Sat. 
March 18, 2017 in celebration of the 
125th Anniversary of Livermore High 
School. 6 - 10 pm at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center. Ticket prices: 
$55.00/person. See www.livermore-
highalumni.com for current information 
or call Ray: 925-548-8817

World Healing Day, December 31 
known as World Healing Day, and also 
World Peace Day. Unity of Tri-Valley 
church will participate in meditating for 
world healing and peace at 4:00 a.m. 
in the sanctuary at 7567 Amador Valley 
Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. The theme this 
year is Many Hands Make Light Work. 
Following the meditation at Unity of 
Tri-Valley, a breakfast potluck will be 
served. Those able to attend the potluck, 
are asked to contact Pam Boyer at 510-
386-1113. All are welcome.

 Dress a Girl Around the World, 
an invitation to make simple dresses for 
girls in third world countries. Next Sew-
Fest is Sat., January 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at St. Augustine Hall, 3999 Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. Help is needed sewing, 
ironing, cutting. Bring sewing machine 
or serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, 
along with helping hands. (Those plan-
ning to stay all day should bring a bag 
lunch.) Always accepting cheerful cotton 
fabric donations. Those who can’t make 
the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, ar-
range for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-

8447 or suzbeck@yahoo.com 
 Meals on Wheels Volunteers 

are needed to deliver fresh meals to 
homebound seniors in Livermore or 
Pleasanton one day per week, Monday-
Friday between 10am-12pm. For more 
information, please call (925)483-1989. 

Grief Workshop - Stepping Stones 
on Your Grief Journey. Join us bi-monthly. 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton; Second and 
Fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30pm, 
Dec. 22, Jan. 12, 26 and Feb. 9, 23. 
No pre-registration is necessary. These 
sessions are open to all, regardless of 
religious affiliation. Call Eleanor Flatley 
at 925-846-8708 for more information. 

Learn Scottish country dancing 
in Livermore: lively reels and jigs 
and graceful strathspeys that are the 
traditional social dance of Scotland. 
Classes are Mondays 8:00 to 9:30 pm at 
the Livermore Veteran’s Hall, 522 South 
L Street, Livermore. No prior dance 
experience required. Call Margaret Ward 
at (925) 449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen 
at (925) 447-1833 for more information. 
Youth class (ages 8 and up): contact 
Sheena MacQueen (925)447-1833 for 
info.

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley 
invites interested individuals to attend 
its morning meeting. Meetings are held 
every Tuesday at 7am in Beeb’s Sports 
Bar & Grill at the Las Positas Golf 
Course, 915 Club House Drive, Liver-
more.  For more information, go to www.
livermorevalleyrotary.org/ or contact Fred 
Quarterman at 925-337-5342 or Deb 
Tacker at 925-447-1135.

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning 
and experienced dancers are welcome. 
Balkan, Israeli and other world dances, 
easy line and circle dances, no partners 
required, casual dress. $3 per session 
(first time free). Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 
p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center (West 
end), 2466 8th Street, Livermore. Infor-
mation: George Pavel (925) 447-8020 or 
george.pavel@gmail.com

Square dancing for all ages 8 years 
and up Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm at 
Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, Liver-
more. Families and friends welcome. 
September classes free to new dancers. 
Questions? Margaret 925-447-6980 or 
mmiller1435@gmail.com

Shepherd’s Gate Thrift Store, 
open at 4014 East Ave. Hours will be 9 
-6 Monday through Saturday. Donations 
can be left at 4014 East Ave in the rear 
of the building, 9:30 AM to 5 PM M-F, 
8 – 2:30 PM Sat, closed Sundays & 
holidays.

Italian Catholic Federation, meets 
3rd Friday of the month, 6 p.m. St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Anyone who 
loves all things Italian is invited to meet 
to celebrate the Italian heritage with 
monthly dinner meetings and holding 
charitable events. The group supports 
Children's Hospital research, college 
scholarships and other charities. For 

information, contact Judy Wellbeloved, 
president, 462-2487. 

Livermore TOPS 1285 (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly), meets in Livermore 
at the Vineyard Village Clubhouse, 37 
Pacific Ave, on Thursdays 9:15-11 a.m. 
Information, contact Barbara at 447-
7133 or Katie at 373-9976.

Birthright Pregnancy Support 
Center, 1010 Murrieta Blvd., Suite B, 
Livermore, located directly behind the 
blue bus stop near the corner of Fenton 
St., and next to Stanford/ValleyCare Hos-
pital.    Birthright's free and confidential 
services include - - free pregnancy 
tests, caring guidance, adoption and 
medical referrals, baby and maternity 
clothing, and more. (925) 449-5887 for 
an appointment. Office hours are: Mon., 
Tues., Wed., 10-2; Thurs. 12-4; 1st, 2nd 
& 4th Saturdays 10-1. 1-800-550-4900 
Helpline is staffed 24/7. www.birthright.
org/Livermore for more information on 
Birthright's services. 

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on 
the 3rd Friday of the Month for our club 
meeting. Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1893 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. 
For more info visit us @ http://www.
trivalleystargazers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 
2647 Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents 
in 1890s costumes give free guided 
tours beginning at noon, on the second 
and fourth Sundays of the month. Each 
tour includes the 1885 Cottage and the 
1891 Main House, and the beautifully 
landscaped grounds. For information on 
the Ravenswood Progress League (RPL) 
or the volunteer Docent Program, please 
call the Docent Coordinator at (925) 
443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a 
social group of retired men who join 
together to better enjoy their leisure 
time. Activities include golf, bridge, 
photography, travel, fishing, biking, wine 
tasting, and technology. The Tri-Valley 
Branch serves men living in Pleasanton, 
Dublin, Livermore, and San Ramon. 
The group meets for lunch on the first 
Thursday of each month at the San 
Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, 
San Ramon. Please read more about the 
Tri-Valley SIR at www.trivalleysir.org and 
the Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For 
information or to attend a meeting, call 
Carl Churilo, 925-967-8177.

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis 
stabilization counseling for those expe-
riencing difficulties related to domestic 
violence, abusive situations, sexual 
assault or other challenging emotional 
issues. We provide assistance with 
individual therapy and/or group support. 
Please call to schedule an appointment: 
925 449-5845 (Counseling Intake)

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a 
group for retired men who seek activities 
to enhance their retirement. Monthly 
meetings feature lunch and an interest-

ing speaker. Men have the opportunity 
to learn about and join activities such 
as hiking, bridge, investment, bowling, 
bocce ball and wood carving. There is 
also a neat group of guys to get to know. 
SIR Branch #121 meets on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at the DoubleTree 
Hotel, Las Flores Road (near Bluebell 
Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. Any retired 
man is welcome to drop by to learn 
about your opportunities. For more infor-
mation check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in 
the subject line).

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like-minded veterans for camaraderie 
and support of veteran’s causes. The 
American Legion is the largest federally 
chartered veteran’s organization that 
is the veterans lobby and voice to 
congress. The Livermore American 
Legion Post 47 meets the second and 
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 
PM at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
522 South L Street, Livermore. Enter 
the building from the ramp on the 5th 
Street side. For more information go to 
http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Pleasanton Lions Club welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our com-
munity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm. Check the website for meeting 
location: Pleasanton. www.pleasanton-
lionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorvalley.as-
sistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or 
call (925) 461-6401.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast Guard 
Veterans. Meet with other like minded 
veterans for camaraderie and support 
of veterans causes. The Fleet Reserve 
Association is a chartered organization 
that provides a voice in Congress. Young 
veterans are highly encouraged to get 
involved in promoting the concerns of 
your generation. The local branch of the 
FRA meets the first Friday of each month 
at 6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L St., Livermore. For 
more information go to www.fra.org or 
contact Roy Warner at 925-449-6048 or 
Loraine Maese at 454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley plans events in Livermore, 
Pleasanton and Dublin to mark Chanukah.

The first will take place starting at 7:30 p.m. on Sat., 
Dec. 24 in front of the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. The celebration under the stars will feature 
the lighting of the 9-foot Menorah. There be live musical 
entertainment, doughnuts and latkes. 

A Chanukah Wonderland will take place at the Stoner-
idge Shopping Center in Pleasanton on Mon., Dec. 26 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Write a message on the giant chalk 
Menorah of goodness. The evening will include a Meno-
rah lighting, balloon artist, crafts, games, and Chanukah 
activities.

Chanukah on Ice will be held Wed., Dec. 28 at Dublin 
Iceland, 7212 San Ramon Rd., Dublin, 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Skate to Jewish and Chanukah music. There will be  "fire 
on Ice" menorah lighting on the rink. Cost is $12 per 
skater in advance or $15 per skater at the door. 

For more information on the activities, visit www.jew-
ishtrivalley.com or call 846-0700.

Livermore artist Irma 
Zimmer’s Posies appears in 
the Honorable Mention sec-
tion of Expressions 2017, a 
national calendar celebrat-
ing active aging and the 
arts. The calendar, now in 
its 16th edition, is produced 
annually by Watermark 
Retirement Communities. 
Zimmer’s painting was one 
of 182 submissions compet-
ing for a coveted spot in the 
calendar this year.

Complimentary copies 
of Expressions 2017 are 
available at The Watermark 
at Rosewood Gardens, 35 
Fenton Street, while sup-
plies last. All 182 submis-
sions, including those of 
two other artists residing at 

The Watermark at Rose-
wood Gardens, are avail-
able for viewing at this link: 
http://www.watermarkcom-
munities.com/expressions-
calendar-2017/

Three Events to Mark 
Chanukah in the Tri-Valley

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

'Posies' Receives Honorable 
Mention in Expressions 2017
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support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since 
January 2004. It is dedicated to the 
continued morale support of deployed 
troops. For information or donations, 
visit www.operationsam.org, email 
operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925-443-7620. 

Bereaved Mother’s Network of 
the Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the 
worst experience of their lives, losing 
a child. For more information, contact 
katiestrube@comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, 
open to new and established residents 
of the Tri-Valley. Activities include a 
coffee the first Wednesday of the month, 
a luncheon on the second Wednesday of 
the month, Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/
hiking groups, family activities, and 
monthly adult socials. Information, call 
925-215-8405 or visit www.Pleasanton-
Newcomers.com

Community Resources for 
Independent Living (CRIL) offers 
services to help people with disabilities 
and supports them to live independently 
and participate in their community for 
as long as they are willing and able to do 
so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers 
and affordable housing complexes to 
residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and 
can be reached by phone at (925) 371-
1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by 
e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. 
All services are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tues-
day of the month at 10 a.m. in the third 
floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of 
Britain Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets 
at 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month at Castlewood Country 
Club. DBE was founded in 1909 and 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry 
with a focus on charity and fellowship. 
Those interested in helping with “the 
cause," enjoying social activities, and 
forming long-lasting friendships, contact 
Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 or 
Jenny Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 for 
additional information.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on programs and member-
ships, training philosophies and sched-

ules, and all things TVTC, an all inclusive 
triathlon/marathon/endurance training 
program. www.trivalleytriclub.com.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving 
in the Military. The group gathers at 
7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experienced. 
There is no better support than being 
surrounded by others who know what 
you are going through. Three times per 
year, the group collect supplies and 
sends care packages to the troops. 
Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the 
location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place 
for family members to come and share 
their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are 
going through. All family members are 
welcome to attend meetings. Meetings 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 
the Livermore Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 522 South L Street from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. For more information, call 
Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or email 
livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel 
and 10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in 
the Sanctuary and children’s program 
For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday 
worship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school 
for all ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes 
during adult worship service. AWANA 
children's program Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-ValleyBible-
Church.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 
N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday service. Information 447-8747 
or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Jewish Learning, Prayer and Com-
munity in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Laurence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews, 485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.
org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students 
(ages 3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. The church and reading room 
are located at Third and N Streets. 
The Reading Room, which is open to 
the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 

(925) 447-2946. 
Sunset Community Church, 2200 

Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 
7 p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho 
St., Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday Services 
at 243 Scott Street, Livermore, 10:00am. 
www.calvarylivermore.org or 925-447-
4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult 
Sunday school 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m., Children's Church (Pre-K-5th 
grade) 11:15 a.m., Nursery to age 3, 
Women's Bible study Wednesdays at 10 
a.m., Senior Adult Ministries meet every 
other month. For ministry information 
call (925) 846-8650

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 
and 11:00 a.m., and Sunday School 
and Bible study for all ages at 9:45 
a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday night there is adult Bible 
study, and youth activities at 6:30 p.m. 
Child care during all events. 447-1848, 
www.trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore. Meditation 
groups following the John Main tradition, 
every Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
For details, contact Claire La Scola at 
447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. 
Sunday Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, 
go to www.stinnocent.net or call Fr. John 
Karcher at (831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Ser-
vices on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m. Children’s Sunday School & Chapel 
at 10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to 
come and worship with us and to enjoy 
our hospitality. For more information call 
the church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, 

(925) 447-3289. www.saintbartsliver-
more.com. Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. 
Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 
10:20 Sunday School (Godly Play); 
10:30: Sung Eucharist with choir, child 
care provided. 

Little Brown Church, United 
Church of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Su-
nol. 10:30 a.m. worship. All are welcome 
here. www.littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 
925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 
6533 Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contempo-
rary Worship Service, Sunday 10:30 
am. Children, youth, adult programs. 
Biblically based practical messages, 
nondenominational. All are welcomed. 
www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.org 
(925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday 
worship at 9:00 am, followed by Bible 
Study/Sunday School at 10:20 am. 
For more information, visit www.
goodshepherd-livermore.org or call 
(950) 371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pas-
tors are Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly 
ministries: Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching 
Sessions; Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy 
Grounds Fellowship; Sunday Worship 
Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recov-
ery; in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 
and 11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 
9:00. 925-227-1301. www.thecross-
ing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
meets at 10:00 am Sunday at 6751 
Southfront Road, Suite 6749, Livermore. 
Phone 925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.
org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and 
dry goods, toiletries, and school supplies 
(only available prior to the start of the 
school year). Those with an immedi-
ate need or who would like to donate 
nonperishable food items, call the office 
at (925) 479-1414 to begin the process. 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick 
up by appointment only. The Outreach 
Center will be open every 4th Saturday 
to distribute bags from Fresh and Easy 
Market and Sprouts. This will be on a 
first come first serve basis between 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, 

Livermore. 
Lynnewood United Methodist 

Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton 
offers a friendly congregation where all 
are welcome, no matter where they are 
on their faith journey. Sunday worship is 
at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. with childcare 
and Sunday school at 10:30am. First 
Sundays of the month are informal with 
guitar. Children's choir is at 11:40-
12:10. "Come As You Are" is an informal 
service every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Rev. 
Heather Leslie Hammer minister. www.
lynnewood.org, 925 846-0221. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints--Livermore Stake, 
Sunday services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: 
Springtown Ward 9:00 am; 1st Ward 
11:00 am; 4th Ward 1:00 pm. 950 
Mocho St.: 3rd Ward 9:00 am; 2nd Ward 
11:00 am; Mocho Branch (Spanish) 
12:20 pm. 8203 Village Parkway, Dublin: 
Tri-Valley Young Single Adult Ward 1:30 
pm. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st 
Ward: Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo 
Santa Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: 
Sunday 1 p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 4th 
Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo 
Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday 
worship service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school for ages 3-18 during worship. 
Adult education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
Jr. High youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 
p.m. High school youth group Sundays 
5:50-8:00 p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org 
(925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unpro-
grammed worship, Sundays at 6 pm, 
1886 College Ave. (United Christian 
Church). www.LivermoreQuakers.com

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contrac-
tors St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all 
ages) – 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 
AM. 925-906-9561 stfrancisanglican.
church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 
at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. 
Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, 
Livermore. For more information contact 
revharriet1@yahoo.com or visit us at 
http://csllvlighthouse.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 851 
Rincon Ave., Livermore. www, smbclive.
com or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. 
Worship services 8 and 11 a.m., Sunday 
family Bible school, 9:30 p.m., Bible 
study and youth ministry, Wednesday 7 
p.m. Feed the homeless, Saturday 11 
a.m. Prayer, 6 p.m. weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every 
Monday 10-12. Donations are also 

accepted on Mondays between 10-12. 
4418 E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenomi-
national evangelical church formerly 
meeting in Pleasanton), Now meeting 
at Arroyo Mocho Elementary School, 
1040 Florence Rd., Livermore. Worship 
service at 9:00 a.m.; Educational 
Classes for all ages at 11:00 a.m. visit: 
www.christchurch-trivalley.org or call 
925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley - 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
am Sunday service. Rev. Micah 
Murdock, minister. All are welcome. 
Children's program available. Ongoing 
groups and activities. www.trivalleyunity.
org (925.829.2733).

GraceWay Church will worship at 
10 a.m. Sundays at Alisal Elementary 
School, 1454 Santa Rita Rd. until new 
home is refurbished and updated. Ser-
vices include band-led worship music, 
as well as choir anthems. Sunday School 
for infants, preschoolers and elementary 
through high school students. www.
gracewayfaith or 846-4436 for informa-
tion.

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) 
for women of all ages and life stages. 
Meets Thursday mornings, 9:30 – 
11:30 am; through May 11, 2017. St. 
Charles Parish, Borromeo Hall, 1315 
Lomitas Avenue, Livermore. For WINGS 
speaker presentations and events: 
stcharleslivermore.org, click on “Upcom-
ing Events” and “WINGS”. Questions: 
Donna Leach 925-443-6815 or Phyllis 
Clearwater 925-337-4299 

HOLIDAY PRESENTATIONS
Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service, - at Unity of Tri-Valley, 4:00 
p.m., 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Suite 
108, Dublin. Unity Carolers will also be 
singing, and refreshments will be avail-
able afterward. All are welcome. Rev. 
Micah Murdock, minister.  No Christmas 
Day service.

Unitarian Universalist 
Church,During upcoming Sunday Ser-
vices we will celebrate winter holidays. 
Christmas Eve by Candlelight, Dec. 24, 
7 p.m.  traditional service celebrating 
the joy and mystery of the Christmas 
holiday. Rev. Lucas Hergert will lead the 
service. Those attending are invited to 
bring cookies for fellowship afterwards. 
1893 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore; (925) 
447-8747.

Christmas Eve services, Lyn-
newood United Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave., Pleasanton, 5:00 p.m. 
(families with small children), 7:30 
and 9:00 p.m. (with choir) candlelight 
worship, one service Christmas Day 
and New Year's Day at 10:30 a.m., New 
Year's Blessing in the tradition of India at 
5:30 p.m. January 1. Parking behind the 
church or on the street.  Rev. Heather 
Leslie Hammer, pastor, www.lynnewood.
org, 925-846-0221, office@lynnewood.
org. 
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Milestones

Chris Beratlis of Pleasanton has opened a bicycle shop 
in Livermore.  My Buddy's Bike Shop features Giant and 
Santa Cruz mountain and road bikes as well as a variety of 
cruiser and kids bikes. My Buddy's is a Giant brand partner 
store, which means the majority of bikes sold are from Giant. 
The other main brand  is Santa Cruz Bicycles full lineup of 
bikes and gear. 

My Buddy's Bike Shop  is located at 1601 B Railroad Ave, 
Livermore. Business hours are Monday through Saturday 
10 to 6 and Sundays 12 to 5.  Free pick-up and delivery of 
all service and repair bikes is offered, as well as new bikes. 
Same-day turnaround service is available.

The nomination of Inder 
Dosanjh, president of Dublin 
Chevrolet in Dublin, Cali-
fornia, for the 2017 TIME 
Dealer of the Year award 
was announced last week by 
TIME. 

Dosanjh is one of a group 
of 49 dealer nominees from 
across the country who will 
be honored at the 100th 
annual National Automo-
bile Dealers Association 
(NADA) Convention & Ex-
position in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on January 27, 
2017. The announcement 
of this year’s nominees was 
made by Meredith Long, 
group publisher, TIME, and 
Tim Russi, president of Auto 
Finance for Ally Financial.

In its sixth year as exclu-
sive sponsor, Ally will rec-
ognize dealer nominees and 
their community efforts by 
contributing $1,000 to each 
nominee’s 501(c)3 charity 
of choice. Nominees will 
also be recognized on Al-
lyDealerHeroes.com, which 
highlights the philanthropic 
contributions and achieve-
ments of TIME Dealer of the 
Year nominees.

Dosanjh, 57, was chosen 
to represent the California 

Christopher Frank Cho-
ate, son of Jeff Choate and 
Barbara Pinto-Choate, and 
Jhoana Ronn S. Aclan, 
daughter of Juanito and 
Rhona Recuerdo S. Aclan, 
were recently engaged in San 
Francisco at the Walt Disney 
Family Museum. 

Chris and Jhoana met in 
2010 at St. Michael's Church 
in Livermore. Chris was 
recruiting youth group mem-
bers to join a newly formed 
Life Teen Band. During the 
next three years, their friend-

ship continued to grow. In 
January, 2013, they had their 
first date.

The bride attended San 
Francisco State University 
majoring in communicative 
disorders. The groom at-
tended Cal State University, 
Eastbay majoring in music. 
Both Chris and Jhoana are 
continuing to further their 
education.

The bride currently works 
as a Special Education Aide 
for the Dublin Unified School 
District. The groom is head 

freshmen boys basketball 
coach at Sierra High School 
in Manteca and Music Direc-
tor for Manteca Presbyterian 
Church. 

Christopher and Jhoana 
are looking forward to their 
February, 2017 wedding. 
Following their nuptials, they 
will reside in Manteca.

New Car Dealers Association 
in the national competition. 
The award is sponsored by 
TIME in association with 
Ally Financial, and in coop-
eration with NADA. A panel 
of faculty members from the 
Tauber Institute for Global 
Operations at the University 
of Michigan will select one 
finalist from each of the 
four NADA regions and one 
national Dealer of the Year.

“I love to see people de-
velop,” nominee Dosanjh 
said. “Most of my general 
managers started with me 
as salespeople. Nurturing 
talent within our dealership 
community is most satisfy-
ing to me.”

D o s a n j h  c o m p l e t e d 
higher secondary school in 
Punjab, India, in 1975 and 
immigrated to the United 
States at age 17. He studied 
accounting and computer sci-
ence at Modesto Junior Col-
lege in Modesto, California, 
where he earned an associate 
degree. “Although a college 
education was something I 
wanted more than anything 
else, helping to support my 
parents and family was what 
I had to do,” he said. “I 

worked arduously holding 
multiple minimum-wage 
jobs while at the same time 
taking college classes in 
accounting and computer 
science.”

In 1979, Dosanjh was 
hired as a lube technician at 
Central Valley Automotive 
in Modesto, the first step in 
his automotive career. He 
became a mechanic, learned 
the business and purchased 
his first two dealerships, 
Saturn of Concord and Sat-
urn of Pleasanton in 2003. 
Today he owns a total of 11 
dealerships.

His most important civic 
achievement is to support 
scholarships and education 
for children in inner-city 
schools and those less fortu-
nate. “We support more than 
100 kids at any given time,” 
he said. “I am also part of 
the Bonfare Markets Chari-
table Foundation’s annual 
fundraiser.”

Dosanjh was nominated 
for the TIME Dealer of the 
Year award by Brian W. 
Maas, president of the Cali-
fornia New Car Dealers As-
sociation. Dosanjh  and his 
wife, Val, have two children.

 

2017 Wedding Plans Announced

My Buddy's Bike Shop 
Open in Livermore

Christopher Frank Choate and Jhoana Ronn S. Aclan

Dublin Auto Dealer Nominated for 
Time Dealer of the Year Award

Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Michael Gibbins, from 
Livermore, California, 
receives the Sailor of the 
Day award from Capt. 
Greg Huffman, USS John 
C. Stennis '  (CVN 74) 
commanding officer, and 
Command Master Chief 
Benjamin Rushing. John 
C. Stennis is underway to 
conduct routine training 
in the 3rd Fleet area of 
responsibility. U.S. Navy photo 
by Petty Officer 3rd Class Alexander 
P. Akre


