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PET OF THE WEEK
Shallow (pictured) and Makita were recently surrendered 
to us after their family could no longer care for them. They 
are four year old boxers who know all simple commands 
such as sit, stay, and shake. They both love to be with 
people and enjoy spending time with each other. If you are 
looking for a well-trained dog who will be your best friend, 
look no further. For more information, call  925-426-8656 
or go online to www.valleyhumane.org or www.facebook.
com/ValleyHumaneSociety to see other adoptable dogs and 
cats. Valley Humane Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton. Photo by Melissa Bonnel
 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Friends and family gathered to welcome home Marine Lance Corporal  Anthony Fernandes (AJ) of Livermore. 
He is returning from deployment in Afghanistan. AJ serves with the  HMLA-469 Helicopter Squadron, Marine Air 
Group 39, 3rd Marine Air Wing. The ceremony was hosted by the Livermore Military Families organization.  He 
was met at a downtown business, then escorted to his home.

County Fair 
Manager Will 
Lead State Fair

Rick Pickering, who 
has managed the Alameda 
County Fair in Pleasanton 
for the past 14 years, will 
have a new job on Dec. 28 
-- manager of the California 
State Fair.

Pickering said that he is 
looking forward to the chal-
lenge of helping the state 
fair, known as Cal Expo, rise 
again in attendance.

The state fair reported 
more than 1 million in at-
tendance at a peak about 10 
years ago, said Pickering. 
That number has declined 
steadily to 736,000 in 2011, 
according to Venues Today, 
a publication devoted to 
coverage of the sports and 
entertainment industry's live 
locations.

Cal Expo attendance de-
clined because of tougher 
economic times in the Sac-
ramento area.  

Pickering will replace 
Norb Bartosik, who is re-
tiring. He will face a new 
set of circumstances at Cal 
Expo. The county fair is a 
non-profit, and has paid its 
own way for many years, 
including the capital im-
provements to facilities. The 
fair is run by directors from 
throughout the county, who 
hire the general manager. 

Cal Expo is owned by 
the state, so state money is 
used, although the objective 
is for the fair to be self-sup-
porting, said Pickering. The 
governor appoints the board 
of directors.

Pickering said that his 
proudest achievements at 
the county fair have been 
"so many things we have 
done so very well to become 
the fastest growing fair in 
North America in the past 
four years."

Pickering credited his 
staff, the 26-member fair 
board, and the support he has 
received from other officials 
and the community for the 
success.

"There are more than 
3000 fairs in North America. 
We are ranked 33rd, which 
puts us in the top 1 percent," 
said Pickering.  

In addition to being a lo-
cation for the fair in summer, 
and the stabling of horses 
year-round, the fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton play host to 
community events and com-
mercial shows more than 
300 days each year.

Success is "all about the 
people that surround you. 
There is not much great-
ness without them," said 
Pickering. The fair em-
ployees 82 full-time staff 
members, and 400 part-time 
workers, such as  parking 
attendants and grounds- 
keepers.

During fair time, 1000 
volunteers are added, and 
2000 business partners. He 
is aware of the numbers, 
because "each day, they 
are looking for something 
to eat. We become a city 
overnight."

Pickering many fair man-
agement honors include the 
presidency of the Western 
Fairs Association, and up-
coming induction into its 
Hall of Fame.

Pickering is proud that 
during his tenure, the county 
fair began many green poli-
cies. The site's green waste -
- grass clippings and leaves -
- is made into ground mulch, 

(See PICKERING, page 6)

2012 was a significant 
year at Axis Community 
Health, with more people 
using services than ever be-
fore.  Axis provided 38,000 
medical visits; 7,000 mental 
health visits for children, 
adults and families; 4,800 
teen drug and alcohol visits; 
22,000 adult drug and alco-
hol visits; and 36,000 WIC 
nutrition visits. 

“Each month, 300 new 
medical patients came to 
Axis,” said Sue Compton, 
Axis CEO.  “To meet this 
need, we expanded evening 
and weekend hours.  In 
fact, the need for affordable 
primary medical care is so 
acute, particularly for low-
income and uninsured Tri-
Valley residents, that we’ve 
begun planning for an ad-
ditional clinic set to open in 
2014, which will double our 
service capacity.”  

Axis purchased a build-
ing at 5925 W. Las Positas 
Blvd. in Hacienda Business 
Park. When renovated it 
will include 28 exam rooms, 
8 mental health counseling 
rooms, a pharmacy and 
other services.  The overall 
project cost is $9 million.  
The new facility will signifi-
cantly impact healthcare in 
the Tri-Valley.  More people 
will be able to access pri-
mary and preventive care, 
resulting in better health 
outcomes.  When people 

Axis 
Growing 
to Meet 
The Need

(See AXIS, page 12)

The Dublin City Council 
approved a revised plan for 
the Moller Ranch subdivi-
sion, reducing its density, 
and giving the green light 
to two important open space 
areas.

The council voted unani-
mously for the change at its 
Dec. 18 meeting. Included 
in the vote were an altera-
tion in the East Dublin plan 
and the General Plan, and 
approval of  a supplemental 
environmental impact report 

Dublin Sees Vineyard Potential, Major 
Open Space in OK for Moller Ranch

(EIR). 
The Moller subdivision 

was approved five years 
ago. The new plan reduces 
maximum allowed density 
from a maximum of 684 to 
478 homes. 

Developer Braddock and 
Logan's plan comes in well 
below that cap, with 370 
single family homes pro-
posed for 79.6 acres, for an 
average density of 4.6 units 
per acre.

The total Moller Ranch 

parcel is 236 acres. It is com-
prised of 7.6 acres in creek-
side trail open space, 1 acre  
neighborhood park, and 136 
acres of rural residential/ag-
ricultural open space.

The 136 acres is not 
zoned for dedicated open 
space, but given the agri-
cultural zoning in hopes that 
it would attract vineyard 
operators. That would add 
to the Valley industry and 
nicely complement the ag-
ricultural historical theme of 

the whole development, said 
city officials.
POTENTIAL FOR 1650
ACRES FOR E.B.R.P.D.

The most significant open 
space connected to Moller 
Ranch is 1650 acres north 
and east of the development, 
just outside the city. 

That land is projected 
to go to East Bay Regional 
Park District (EBRPD), and 
serve as an open space buffer 
for northeast Dublin.

The land would link to 

other EBRD holdings in 
adjacent Contra Costa Coun-
ty, forming an even larger 
holding that would provide 
recreational activities for the 
Tri-Valley. 

Ayn Wieskamp, the Val-
ley's representative on the 
EBRPD board, told the In-
dependent, "We don't have 
the land yet. There has been 
a lot of discussion at the city 
council. The council wants it 
to happen. There has to be an 

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

California utilities will 
use the advanced technolo-
gies and expertise of Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory to improve the 
efficiency, security and 
safety of the state’s utility 
systems under an agreement 
approved last Thursday by 
the California Public Utili-
ties Commission (CPUC). 
The agreement will provide 
up to $150 million in fund-
ing over five years. 

The CPUC approved 
funding for a five-year re-
search and development 
agreement between Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company, 
Southern California Edi-
son Company, San Diego 
Gas and Electric Company, 
and Lawrence Livermore 
(LLNL). The grant will 
provide the utilities with 
access to LLNL techno-
logical capabilities, such as 
supercomputing, and related 

domain expertise in engi-
neering and applied science. 
The collaborative project 
will tap LLNL expertise 
to develop new tools and 
techniques to address chal-
lenges California faces as it 
implements its clean energy 
policy agenda.

Called California Energy 
Systems for the 21st Century 
(CES-21), the initiative is 
expected to yield benefits 
including: creation of the 

tools needed by California 
to achieve aggressive renew-
able energy and greenhouse 
gas goals; application of the 
country’s most sophisticated 
cyber security technology 
to the state’s energy grid, 
which relies increasingly on 
digital systems; planning for 
widespread deployment of 
electric transportation; and 
helping to build a smarter 
energy system that will ac-

California Utilities Partner with Lawrence 
Livermore to Improve State’s Energy Grid

(See ENERGY GRID, page 4)

Castlewood Country Club 
will appeal a National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) 
ruling that declared its lock-
out of union employees to 
be illegal.

Unite Here Local 2850 
president Wei-Ling Huber 
told The Independent that 
she received a courtesy call 
from Castlewood manager 
Jerry Olson notifying her of 
the filing.

The appeal was turned in 
Dec. 21, the last day that it 
could be.

At issue in the appeal is 
whether or not the manage-

Castlewood Appeals 
Ruling on Lockout

ment lockout during contract 
negotiations in 2010 was 
legal or not. An NLRB judge 
ruled that it was illegal.  
Castlewood disputes that 
finding.

If the illegality of the 
lockout stands, Castlewood 
would have to pay the locked 
out employees the wages 
they would have earned be-
fore they came back to work 
Oct. 16, some 25 months 
after the lockout began.

Some of the 61 employ-
ees went on to other jobs 
at some point during the Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Dawn softened the colors of the hills as seen from May Nissen Road.(See LOCKOUT, page 4)

During the first  six 
months of 2012, Pleasanton 
rezoned properties for high 
density affordable housing, 
meeting the requirements 
of a lawsuit settlement with 
Urban Habitat and the State 
Attorney General's office. 

First Half of 2012  Pleasanton Rezoned Land; Livermore Focused on Creating Jobs
Also in Pleasanton, candi-
dates began filing for vacant 
seats on the city council and 
for mayor.

Livermore continued its 
focus on developing high 
tech jobs through coop-
eration with the national 

laboratories. In answering a 
survey, residents found the 
city to be a great place to live 
and raise a family. The city 
again served as a host for the 
Amgen Tour of California 
bicycle race. 

Dublin launched a new 

event that included wine, 
food, and fun. 

JANUARY 2012
The Alameda County 

Transportation Commission 
(ACTC) held a workshop 
on December 16 to develop 

a final draft for the Trans-
portation Expenditure Plan 
(TEP), which would deter-
mine how monies collected 
through Measure B1 would 
be spent over the next 30 

(See 2012, page 3)
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Swalwell's First Committee
Congressman-elect Eric Swalwell 

has been assigned to the Committee on 
Science, Space and Technology.  The 
Committee oversees bills, programs and 
agencies having to do with many issues 
including the exploration of outer space, 
scientific research and development, en-
ergy research and development and the 
commercial application thereof, and the 
science and technology to combat terror-
ism and assist first responders.

“The Committee on Science, Space 
and Technology will offer me the oppor-
tunity to pursue many of the initiatives 
I discussed during my campaign,” said 
Swalwell.  “This includes clean energy 
innovation and the development of alter-
native energy systems to drive economic 
growth and create jobs.”  

Non-military research and develop-
ment conducted in the district’s two 
national laboratories also fall under the 
jurisdiction of this committee.  

“The focus on technology will also en-
able me to pursue my ideas for a ‘Mobile 
Congress’ to use new technologies to adopt 
rules and practices for the Congress that 
are in-tune with 21st Century technology 
and culture,” said Swalwell.

Swalwell expects to hear of his second 
committee assignment after the first of 
the year.

Opening on LAFCO
The Alameda Local Agency Forma-

tion Commission (LAFCo) is accepting 
applications to fill the vacant alternate 
public member seat. The deadline for fil-
ing an application is Monday, January 7, 
2013 at 5:00 p.m. The Commission will 
review each application and supplemental 
questionnaire and expects to conduct inter-
views the week of January 28, 2013.

LAFCo is responsible for coordinating 
logical and timely changes in local gov-
ernmental boundaries, conducting special 
studies that review ways to reorganize, 
simplify and streamline governmental 
structure, and establishing planning 
spheres of influence (SOIs) for each city 
and special district within the County. 

The public members represent all 
Alameda County citizens in an objective 
and impartial manner.  The alternate Com-
missioner fully participates in discussions 
and deliberations, but can only vote when 
the regular public member is absent or 
disqualified. 

Applicants must be residents of Alam-
eda County, and cannot be a current board 
or council member, officer or employee of 
Alameda County, a City or Special District 
in Alameda County.  

Meetings are typically held on the 
second Thursday of every odd month 
(January, March, May, July, September 
and November) at 4:30 p.m. in Dublin. 
The appointment term is 4 years.  

Those with questions may contact 
LAFCo at (510) 271-5142 or Sandra.
Hou@acgov.org.  For more information 
about Alameda LAFCo or to download the 
application, visit  www.acgov.org/lafco. 

DSRSD Board Takes Office
The 2013 Dublin San Ramon Services 

District Board of Directors took the oath 
of office tonight and elected Dawn L. 
Benson as president and Georgean M. 
Vonheeder-Leopold as vice president. The 
Board followed its normal rotation policy 
in selecting its 2013 officers.  Other Board 
members include Richard M. Halket and 
D.L. (Pat) Howard, who were reelected 
to third terms in November, and new-
comer Edward R. Duarte, also elected in 
November. 

Directors must reside in the District’s 
service area, which includes all of Dublin 
and parts of San Ramon, and are elected 
at-large. Duarte is the first San Ramon resi-
dent to serve on the Board since 2002.

The Board normally meets on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 
PM. However, due to the holidays, the 
January 2013 meetings will be January 8th 
and 22nd (the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month). The District posts video 
recordings of Board meetings online. 
Meetings take place at the District office, 
located at 7051 Dublin Blvd., Dublin. 

Homeowner Bill of Rights
The California Homeowner Bill of 

Rights, a landmark package of legislation 
that extends key mortgage and foreclosure 
protections to California homeowners and 

borrowers, will take effect on January 1, 
2013.

The new laws restrict dual-track 
foreclosures, guarantee struggling ho-
meowners a reliable point of contact at 
their lender and impose civil penalties on 
fraudulently signed mortgage documents. 
In addition, homeowners may require 
loan servicers to document their right to 
foreclose.

Struggling homeowners are guaran-
teed lenders will provide them a single 
point of contact with knowledge of their 
loan and direct access to the banks’ deci-
sion makers.

The statute of limitations to prosecute 
mortgage-related crimes is extended from 
one to three years, allowing the Attorney 
General’s office to investigate and pros-
ecute complex mortgage fraud crimes.

The Attorney General’s office can use 
statewide grand juries to investigate and 
indict the perpetrators of financial crimes 
involving victims in multiple counties.  

Purchasers of foreclosed homes are 
required to give tenants at least 90 days 
before starting eviction proceedings. If 
the tenant has a fixed-term lease of one 
year or less, the new owner must honor 
the lease unless the owner can prove that 
exceptions intended to prevent fraudulent 
leases apply. 

Suspects Found
A shooting that occured in the Bank of 

America parking lot on Friday resulted in 
a lockdown of nearby schools. 

Specifically Livermore High School, 
East Avenue Middle School, Junction 
Avenue K-8 School, and St. Michael's 
School were on lockdown.

The Livermore Police Department is 
investigating the shooting. There were 
no injuries as a result of the shooting, but 
callers reported seeing suspects fleeing 
the area. 

Officers responding to the incident 
located a suspect at Railroad Ave at North 
L Street. Another officer found a second 
suspect exiting a vehicle at Second and 
South J Street. That suspect fled from 
the officer. A perimeter was set up and 
the suspect was located hiding under a 
house in the area of Second and McLeod 
Streets. 

The school district sent out a notice 
alerting the public  of the situation. The 
notice stated that there was a suspect 
who fled in the general direction of the 
schools.  Sudents and staff were placed 
on lockdown so that the Livermore Police 
could conduct a search.  The  lockdown 
was ended at approximately 3:10 pm.  

The email noted, "No students or staff 
were in harm's way at any time. All staff 
and students cooperated and followed all 
safety protocols and procedures."

 Two suspects are in custody and are 
being questioned.

Driver Rescued
On Sunday December 23, 2012, at ap-

proximately 2118 hours, CHP Helicopter 
30 (H-30) was requested by Alameda 
County Fire Department to assist in the 
rescue of a man who was found clinging 
to the top of his disabled vehicle in swift 
moving water at Del Valle Regional Park. 
H-30 responded from its base at the Napa 
County Airport to find personnel from 
Alameda County Fire Department, Liver-
more/Pleasanton Fire Department, East 
Bay Regional Parks Police Department 
and Paramedics Plus Ambulance near the 
entrance to the park. The crew (Pilot/Of-
ficer Pete Gavitte and Flight Officer/Para-
medic Matt Gutierrez) found a creek that 
had swollen dramatically due to the recent 
storms with a small pick-up truck disabled 
in the middle of fast moving water.  The 
truck was found approximately 50 feet 
from the shore in either direction.

Upon contact with fire personnel at the 
scene, several attempts at swimming to 
the subject using specialized “swift water” 
rescue swimmers was unsuccessful as the 
water was too deep and moving too fast. 
H-30 made a calculated approach to the 
vehicle and elected to use a “one skid” 
rescue landing technique where Pilot/Of-
ficer Gavitte placed the left skid of the 
helicopter on the roof of the vehicle and 
Flight Officer Gutierrez was able to grab 
hold of the male. The victim (a 58 year old 
male from New Berry Ranch) was pulled 
into the aircraft. H-30 then transported the 
party to the shoreline where emergency 
personnel treated him for hypothermia 
and transported him to ValleyCare Medi-
cal Center in Pleasanton.

 
 

  

years. The main issue was 
the inclusion of $400 mil-
lion for a BART extension to 
Livermore. Comments from 
groups and individuals from 
the north part of the county 
urged the commission to use 
the funds for other purposes, 
such as increasing AC transit 
service. Supporters said that 
the extension was needed 
for geographic, social and 
economic reasons. The com-
mission voted to keep the 
BART Livermore funding 
in the TEP.

Trustees of the Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified 
School District unanimously 
voted to deny the Portola 
Academy Charter petition. 
The Tri-Valley Learning 
Corporation (TVLC) over-
sees the Livermore Valley 
Charter School (LVCS) and 
Livermore Valley Charter 
Preparatory High School 
(LVCP). District staff and 
legal counsel recommended 
that the Board deny the peti-
tion because it did not con-
tain the required signatures; 
it failed to provide com-pre-
hensive descriptions of nine 
of the 16 legally required 
elements of the charter; and 
the petitioners were demon-
strably unlikely to success-
fully implement the program 
described in the petition. 
According to chief business 
official Susan Kinder, Por-
tola Academy would likely 
result in loss of $1 million in 
revenue to the District. She 
added that a negative fiscal 
impact on a school district 
was not a valid reason to 
deny the petition. 

The Pleasanton City 
Council voted to rezone nine 
properties for high density 
housing. The 73 acres were 
designated for 2,326 af-
fordable units. The city was 
required to rezone property 
for housing to accommodate 
all income levels as part of 
a litigation settlement with 
Urban Habitat and the State 
of California. Urban Habitat 
had sued the city and won in 
regard to its complaints that 
Pleasanton’s 29,000 housing 
cap prevented Pleasanton 
from providing its share of 
the area’s affordable hous-
ing. The courts agreed with 
Urban Habitat and ordered 
Pleasanton to remove the 
cap. The state’s lawsuit 
claimed that lack of afford-
able housing contributed to 
greenhouse gases, because 
workers had to commute to 
jobs in Pleasanton. Although 
the city, itself, would not 
build any housing, the re-
zoning enables developers 

to have an easier time in 
obtaining permits for multi-
family, two- and three-story 
developments.

The City of Livermore 
was selected as the successor 
agency for its Redevelop-
ment Agency (RDA) by the 
city council. The California 
Supreme Court had ruled 
unanimously in favor of a 
state law passed last summer 
that abolished redevelop-
ment agencies and voted 6 
to 1 to strike down a com-
panion measure that would 
have allowed the agencies to 
continue if they shared their 
revenues. The Livermore 
RDA, and over 400 others 
around the state, were to 
be dissolved on February 
1. The RDA’s non-hous-
ing funds and assets were 
turned over to the successor 
agency, which was charged 
with winding up the affairs 
of the former RDA.

Ethan Epperly, an eighth 
grader at Christensen Middle 
School in Livermore, won 
top honors in the annual city-
wide MATHCOUNTS com-
petition. This was Ethan’s 
third year in the competition. 
MATHCOUNTS is an ex-
tracurricular middle school 
program to promote math 
achievement. At regular club 
meetings, students practice 
math problems that involve 
several concepts, making 
them more complex and dif-
ficult than what is taught in 
regular math classes.

The Board of Directors 
of the Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District 
selected Bob Coomber to 
fill the seat vacated when 
Laureen Turner was elected 
to the city council in 2011. 
The board considered three 
finalists, Coomber, Barbara 
Kraybill and Dale Wilkins. 
Coomber would serve until 
the November 2012 elec-
tion.

Seven residents sub-
mitted applications for the 
vacant Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict (LVJUSD) Board of 
Education seat created when 
Stewart Gary was elected to 
the Livermore City Council 
in November 2011. They 
were Kathy Alexander, Jim 
Bennett, Susan Houghton, 
David Jonas, Belia Marti-
nez, Barbara Morgan, and 
Vicki Schellenberger. Belia 
Martinez was selected to fill 
the seat.

A group of individuals 
opposed to the “One Bay 
Area” plan demanded that 
the entire process be stopped 
and started over. One Bay 
Area would provide a frame-
work for the development of 
the Bay Area over the next 
25 years. MTC and ABAG 
are leading the effort. Speak-
ers tried to disrupt a meeting 
held in Dublin by waving 
signs and shouting. They 
called the plan an attempt 
at “social engineering by 
manipulating communities.” 
Many called the process a 
sham because they said the 
public was left to make only 
minor decisions. Another 
viewpoint favored the idea 
of communities working 
together to advance common 
interests. 

The sculpture, “Joyful 
Play,” was unveiled at a 
ceremony in Pleasanton 
near Chase Bank. The stone 
sculpture of Serpentine was 
created by Zimbabwe artist 
Dominic Benhura. It was 
privately funded through 
"Another H.A.P.P.Y." by 
the Loll family children, 
Maggie, Henry and Oliver. 
Another H.A.P.P.Y. (Another 
Harrington Arts Partnership 
Piece for You) is a project 
launched by Nancy and Gary 
Harrington in partnership 
with the City of Pleasanton 
to provide more artwork for 
the city.

In addition to now being 
ranked 39th on the Top 50 
Fairs in North America by 
Carnival Warehouse, the 
2011 Alameda County Fair 
took home 39 Western Fair 
Association (WFA) awards 
at the 89th Annual Achieve-
ment Awards Convention in 
Anaheim. The Western Fairs 
Association is a non-profit 
trade association serving 
the Fair Industry throughout 
the Western United States 
and Canada. The Alameda 
County Fair continued its 
position of being the most 
awarded Fair in the United 
States and Canada. The 2011 
Fair, which set an attendance 
record of 452,746 patrons 
for its 17-day event, received 
24 first place honors, 11 sec-
ond place and 4 third place 
awards. 

A group of volunteers be-
gan the effort to bring back 
Livermore’s 4th of July fire-
works festivities. The City of 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Rain didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of those taking 
part in the groundbreaking for the Alamo Canal Trail 
undercrossing in early April. The undercrossing will 
close one of the last gaps in the regional trail system. 
The entrance to the trail is at the northwest corner of 
the Dublin City Hall parking lot. Partners in the project 
included the East Bay Regional Park District, the cities 
of Dublin and Pleasanton, Zone 7 Water Agency and 
Caltrans.  The trail will go under the freeway, linking 
Pleasanton to the Iron Horse Trail in Dublin. Funding 
for the $2 million project came from the Federal STIP-
TE and TIGER II programs, Alameda County Measure 
B, EBRPD’s Measure WW, and the cities of Dublin and 
Pleasanton.

The Alameda County 
Conservation Partnership 
will host a workshop and 
BBQ dinner to discuss the 
topic Grazing for Specialty 
Markets: Introduction to 
Grass-fed Beef Production 
in the East Bay. 

This will be the first of 
a two-part workshop and 
discussion series, intended 
to help ranchers evaluate 
and potentially expand into 
this growing market. Dis-
cussion will focus on forage 
requirements and business 
planning considerations 
within the arid East Bay 
region and will feature Co-
operative Extension Farm 
Advisor and niche meat 

expert Roger Ingram as 
well as local grass-fed beef 
producers.

This workshop will be 
geared towards ranchers in 
their first ten years of pro-
duction, however is open to 
all interested parties.

It will be held on Thurs., 
Jan. 31. Registration be-
gins at 1:30 p.m. with the 
workshop and dinner from 
2 to 7 p.m. at the Danville 
Grange Hall, 743 Diablo 
Rd., Danville. 

 The fee of $10 includes 
dinner. 

Partners in the program 
are Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS), 
UC Cooperative Extension, 

Contra Costa County Farm 
Bureau, Contra Costa Re-
source Conservation Dis-
trict.

Speakers and panelists 
are Roger Ingram, UCCE 
Placer-Nevada County Di-
rector, Farm Advisor and 
Niche Meat Expert; Sheila 
Barry, UCCE Santa Clara 
County  Director and Live-
stock Advisor;  Local grass-
fed beef producers including 
Morris Grassfed Beef, Con-
nolly Ranch and more; and 
Ceci Dale-Cesmat, NRCS 
State Rangeland Manage-
ment Specialist 

RSVP by January 24, 
2013: Pre-registration is re-
quested - please register by 

emailing Susan Ellsworth at 
susan.ellsworth@acrcd.org 
or calling (925) 371-0154 x 
103. Include name, number 
of years ranching, as well as 
email and phone.

For more information 
visit: www.acrcd.org/work-
shops.aspx 

This workshop is part of 
a series funded by the USDA 
NIFA Beginning Farmer & 
Rancher Development Pro-
gram Grant # 2011-49400-
30641. 

The series, hosted in con-
junction with SAGE, will 
cover a variety of topics 
relevant to beginning farm-
ers and ranchers as well as 
opportunities for collabora-
tion and mentorship.

 

Workshop to Offer Info on Grazing Specialty Markets

2012
(continued from page one)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The annual New Year's Day ride to the top of Mt. Diablo offered scenic vistas to 
start 2012.

(continued on page 5)
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Working Together
The world is a better  place, thanks to the many 

who step forward to make sure those who are in 
need receive help.

In the Tri-Valley, residents have organized to 
help the homeless and the hungry. Programs have 
been established through the Rotary Club and 
Las Positas College to assist returning veterans 
in returning to civilian life. One of the programs, 
RAVE (Rotary Assisting Veterans Education), 
was organized by Don Tishman.

Individuals take on projects. For example Tom 
Petty, a Livermore resident, has been recognized 
for ten years of organizing blood drives.  

National laboratories and their employees 
stepped up. Lawrence Livermore National Labo-
ratory employees raised over $3.5 million this 
past year to help fund local charities. Of the total, 
$1 million came from Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Security, LLC, which manages the Lab. The 
funds come from the fee it receives to manage the 
Lab, not operating funds. Sandia National Labo-
ratory employees participate in the Employee 
Caring Program. The two sites contributed close 
to $5 million.

Many other people and organizations are tak-
ing part in programs that are local and some that 
are international – all because they see a need. 
It is amazing what can be accomplished when 
people work together.

agreement with us detailing 
under what conditions we 
would take it."

If transferred, the land 
"would be a great amenity 
for the project." Further, the 
land would be near EBRPD 
land in Doolan Canyon, 
where it could "set (part of 
the eastern) edge of Dublin," 
said Wieskamp.

"As an open space per-
son, it's a great thing to have 
happen. As an East Bay 
Park person, I'm pleased to 
see the connection," said 
Wieskamp.

COUNCIL PRAISES
DENSITY, OPEN SPACE

Councilmembers found 
various things to praise about 
the development. Kevin 
Hart, newly reelected this 
year, said he was glad to see 
the density coming down to 
single family from medium 
density, a trend he said in his 
campaign that he would like 
to see in the city.

"I'm not sure who can 
afford (the larager homes), 
but I'm looking forward to 
the homes being built," said 
Hart. 

The development will 
also include 46 affordable 
houses to conform to Dub-
lin's inclusionary zoning 
ordinance. How that will be 
accomplished has not been 
determined. 

New councilmember and 
former school board trustee 
David Haubert said, "This 
is a gem of a project,  with 
its features and uniqueness." 
He said that Braddock and 
Logan's record with the 
Positano development a mile 

south of Moller has shown 
that Braddock and Logan is 
"one of the best. They have 
an impeccable history."

Don Biddle stated, "It is a 
good project, with a residen-
tial mix, open space, trails 
and it preserves a creek."

Councilmember Eric 
Swalwell said that the coun-
cil created a wine subcom-
mittee to honor the region's 
past in farming and wine. 
The rural theme at Moller 
Ranch and reserving space 
for potential vineyards are a 
"testament to the hard work 
we undertook on the city 
council."

Mayor  Tim Sbrant i 
praised the "unique ele-
ments. It's not cookie cutter." 
He also liked the histori-
cal theme of honoring past 
agriculture, and "the practi-
cal consideration that we 
might see working vineyards 
there."

Sbranti said he likes the 
partnership with EBRPD, 
and the connection to "an 
incredible open space net-
work." He told The Inde-
pendent that many may not 
know it, but Dublin already 
incudes 4700 acres of open 
space inside the city limit. 
The land is designated for 
parks, rural residential areas 
and dedicated open space, 
such as that in the western 
hills. 

Braddock and Logan 
must still obtain permits 
from various agencies. Andy 
Byde, project manager for 
Braddock and Logan, said 
that grading for the project 
might start as  soon as this 
coming summer.

DUBLIN
(continued from page one)

commodate the growth, 
prosperity and value to Cali-
fornia rate payers.

“The efficiency, reliabil-
ity and safety of the energy 
grid, not only in California 
but across the country, are 
national security challeng-
es,” said Parney Albright, 
LLNL director. “Lawrence 
Livermore can bring to bear 
capabilities in engineering, 
applied science, computa-
tion and national security 
that will complement utili-
ties’ efforts to build an ener-
gy grid for our state’s future. 
Our goal is to help develop a 
multidisciplinary and multi-
organization partnership that 
will serve as a model for the 
nation.”

The Lab has expertise in 
applying science research 
and development to energy 
challenges. Areas of research 

include: wind; geothermal; 
hydrogen powered vehicles; 
aerodynamic design for large 
vehicles; and flywheels. The 
Lab also is conducting lead-
ing-edge research in inertial 
confinement fusion using 
the National Ignition Facil-
ity (NIF).  

The Lab  has worked 
with the California Energy 
Commission to better inte-
grate wind and solar into the 
state’s energy grid. The proj-
ect is using LLNL's high-
resolution weather models 
and high performance com-
puting to characterize inter-
mittent renewable resources. 
Livermore also has been a 
leader in underground coal 
gasification technology for 
the last 30 years and in the 
design and monitoring of 
safe, efficient underground 
storage of CO2, called car-
bon sequestration.

ENERGY GRID
(continued from page one)

lockout, and were not among 
those who returned Oct. 
16. They would be owed 
less money than those who 
returned Oct. 16, depending 
on when they started their 
new jobs. 

Many locked-out em-
ployees also collected un-
employment checks, or were 
working at other jobs before 
their return to Castlewood. 
Pay from those jobs would 
be deducted from whatever 
Castlewood would owe, if 
the appeal were not suc-
cessful. 

Castlewood may owe the 
workers approximately $1.8 
million, according to the 

The U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service will estab-
lish recovery plans for 
the endangered California 
tiger salamander, under the 
terms of settlement of a suit 
filed against the agency.

The Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity (CBD) sued 
the agency in an effort 
to preserve the species' 
habitat in three locations 
in California, including the 
Bay Area and part of the 
Central Valley.

CBD announced the 
settlement Dec. 21. Under 
settlement terms, FWS 
has agreed to submit final 
recovery plans within the 
next five years.

LOCKOUT

Federal Government to Create 
Recovery Plans for Tiger Salamander

Jeff Miller, CBD con-
servation advocate based in 
Alameda County, said that 
the status of critical habitat 
protection already has been 
established for the species. 
The next step is the recov-
ery plan, which will be a 
road map that details the re-
covery plan for the species. 
Once the plan is established 
and shown to be effective, 
the species can be taken off 
the endangered list.

It will take up to five 
years to establish the recov-
ery plan, said Miller. Fur-
ther, the plan applies only 
to federal agencies that 
may be taking or impact-

ing habitat land. However, 
such agencies can have 
some impact on develop-
ment, because of links to 
public funding of infra-
structure.

Practically speaking, 
judging by experience with 
recovery plans for other 
species, it takes decades, 
perhaps even up to 30 to 50 
years, to increase the num-
bers of the species to a level 
where it can  be removed  
from the endangered list, 
said Miller.

The salamanders "are 
in more trouble in Santa 
Barbara and Sonoma coun-
ties," the other two areas 
that will be included in 

recovery plans, said Miller.
Collette Adkins Giese, 

attorney for CBD, said that 
research conducted by CBD 
has found that the status 
of species with dedicated 
recovery plans for two or 
more years is far more likely 
to be improve than of those 
without.

“Exotic predators and 
habitat destruction are push-
ing California tiger salaman-
ders to the brink of extinc-
tion,” said Adkins Giese. 
“Recovery plans developed 
under this agreement will 
make sure that we’re doing 
everything we can to ensure 
these salamanders don’t 
vanish.”

Congressman-elect Eric 
Swalwell bade farewell to 
the Dublin City Council, 
where he served two years. 
He promised he would 
be back frequently to his 
Dublin home to maintain 
contact with Valley resi-
dents.

Swalwell made his re-
marks during the Dec. 18 
council meeting. He em-
phasized how important it 
will be to have a Washing-
ton representative who is 
familiar with the needs of 
the cities in his district..

Swalwell introduced 
three of his staff mem-
bers in the audience, in-
cluding former Fremont 
Redevelopment Agency 
project manager Josh Hu-
ber, whose task will be to 
link federal government to 
cities and agencies in the 
district to find opportunities 
for funding.

"This is especially im-
portant with Measure B1 
going down, and redevel-
opment money no longer 
available," said Swalwell.

Coming as he does from 
city government, including 

Swalwell Says Goodbye to Dublin 
City Council; Heads to Congress

service on the planning 
commission and arts com-
mission, Swalwell said that 
he sees how important it is 
"for cities to take the lead" 
in bringing more business 
opportunity to the district. 
"I would like to be a con-
gressman connected to the 
cities."

Swalwell thanked May-
or Tim Sbranti for his men-
toring in the past, including 
persuading him to settle 
again in Dublin, after his 
return from work on for-
mer Rep. Ellen Tauscher's 
staff, and law school at the 
University of Maryland.  
"He told me, 'We need you 
here,'" said Swalwell.

Sbranti, who was Swal-
well's economics teacher 
in high school, said that he 
knew that Swalwell would 
be elected to Congress one 
day. "I didn't think it would 
be this soon."

Someone e lse  may 
also have known Swal-
well would be in Con-
gress. Councilmember 
Kevin Hart, who has been 
a friend  of Swalwell's 
family for many years, 

recalled a photo of Richard 
Pombo  that he received 
when the  Republican still 
was representing the Valley 
in Congress.

Hart asked Pombo to 
inscribe the 8 X 10 photo, 
and later presented it to 
Swalwell. He wrote, "Eric 
-- Best wishes, but you can't 
have my seat yet." Swalwell 
said he still has the photo.

Swalwell also had a bet 
with Hart that McNerney 
would defeat Pombo. Hart 
recalled that he said, "Ab-
solutely not." 

McNerney won. Hart 
never paid off the bet re-
ward, which was a dinner. 
"Now I'm going to go to 
Washington, and take my 
congressman out to dinner," 
said Hart.

APPOINTMENT
OR ELECTION?

Swalwell will take his 
seat in Congress on Jan. 3. 
If he doesn't send in a letter 
of resignation before that 
time, he automatically will 
be off the council.

It will be up to the coun-
cil to determine whether 
to hold an election for his 

replacement, or make an 
appointment.

Dublin city clerk Caro-
line Soto said that if the 
council chooses the elec-
tion, at least 141 days must 
pass after the council au-
thorizes it.

Given the fact that the 
next meeting will be Jan. 
15, the earliest an election 
could be held would be May 
9. If the council waited until 
the next meeting, Feb. 5, 
the earliest possible elec-
tion time span would start 
May 30.

There are only certain 
dates on which elections 
can be held. Interim county 
registrar of voters Tim Du-
puis said the uniform elec-
tion law shows June 5 as a 
date for a special election.

A consolidated election, 
which would save money 
by sharing costs with other 
jurisdictions, could be held 
Nov. 5. 

The law permits an elec-
tion on May 7 by mail bal-
lot only, two days earlier 
than the 141-day period 
expires.

The representative of 
Maze and Associates, who 
spoke to Zone 7 directors, 
really had nothing much to 
say about the firm's audit of 
the agency's books -- and 
that was a good thing.

Maze audit CEO Cory 
Biggs said that there were 
"absolutely no findings," 
which is the "highest level 
we can bestow on an orga-
nization."

"No findings" means 
that the statements in Zone 
7's financial documents 
are correct, and the "in-
ternal controls" are good, 
explained Biggs. 

Internal control is a pro-
cess designed to provide 
reasonable assurance re-
garding the achievement 
of objectives in the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of 
operations throughout all 

Top Marks for Zone 7 from Auditor
of its departments.. 

Also examined are the 
reliability of financial re-
porting, and compliance 
with applicable laws and 
regulations, according to a 
professional group known 
as COSO. It is comprised 
of five private auditing and 
accounting organizations.

Zone 7 general manager 
Jill Duerig praised financial 
and systems services man-
ager Tamara Baptista and 
her crew for their in-house 
work on financial manage-
ment and auditing.

On another item, board 
president Sarah Palmer 
announced that an ad hoc 
committee has been dis-
banded, because its work 
has been completed.

The board created the 
committee to respond to Al-
ameda County Supervisors 

Scott Haggerty and Nate 
Miley concerning their 
letter about the proposed 
Zone 7 separation from 
the county. Miley and Hag-
gerty have supported Zone 
7 breaking away from the 
county fully on its water 
enterprise, which is mostly 
independent now. 

However, Miley and 
Haggerty stand up for 
county flood control of-
ficials, who don't want to 
see Zone 7 split away on 
flood control. The flood 
control brass argue that 
Zone 7 territory is part of 
the whole picture of flood 
control from Contra Costa 
County down to Fremont, 
and should remain with the 
county to achieve better 
coordination.

Zone 7 has replied that 
coordination already is 

happening, and would not 
deteriorate if there were a 
separation.

The ad hoc committee 
was created to provide 
communication between 
the two sides. That task is 
done, said Palmer. (Posi-
tions on the two sides of the 
issue have not changed.)

In a related matter, di-
rector Angela Ramirez Hol-
mes asked whether Zone 7 
would be trying to convince 
a state legislator to carry a 
bill again sponsoring Zone 
7 separation. A bill last 
year carried by Sen. Mark 
DeSaulnier was withdrawn 
after objections from Al-
ameda and Contra Costa 
officials concerned about 
the flood control issue.

Duerig told Ramirez 
there were no plans to seek 
legislation in 2013.

union's calculations.
A call to Olson on Dec. 

20 to inquire about whether 
Castlewood filed an ap-
peal, brought his response, 
"There is nothing to com-
ment on. We are done talk-
ing to the press."

The 45 employees who 
returned to Castlewood 
are working under the old 
contract. They have been 
meeting with management 
for the past three months 
to discuss a new contract. 
Jan. 9 is the date for the 
next session.

Huber said that one of 
the major sticking points 
in the negotiations is health 

care insurance payments. 
Management paid the 
whole cost for dependents 
under the old contract. 
Now that the workers are 
back on the job, they re-
ceive the same amount paid 
by Castlewood for health 
care. However, Castle-
wood no longer covers the 
total cost, because rates 
have shot up so high. The 
employees have to pick 
up the additional amount 
per month that health care 
coverage now costs.

Huber said that the 45 
workers back on the job is 
a high number out of the 
original 61 for a lockout 

that lasted 25 months. She 
credited the unity in working 
with each other against the 
lockout as a big motivator 
in returning to the jobs when 
the opportunity arose.

Asked about how long it 
might take the NLRB to rule 
on Castlewood's appeal, Hu-
ber said it will take at least 
many months, and possibly 
up to two years. The NLRB 
is understaffed. The board is 
dealing with a long backlog 
of cases. Further, President 
Obama is under attack for 
appointing some NLRB 
board members during a 
congressional recess.
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Livermore and Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park 
District (LARPD) hosted a 
session to gauge the level of 
interest in holding the annual 
fireworks show. The 2011 
fireworks were canceled due 
to budget shortfalls for both 
the City of Livermore and 
LARPD. 

The Pleasanton School 
District planned to offer 
two sections of a special 
new science and engineering 
class at Amador Valley High 
School in the fall. The pro-
gram would also be offered 
Harvest Park and Pleasanton 
middle schools, which feed 
students into Amador Val-
ley. The program is affili-
ated with Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW), which offers 
curriculum support and net-
working opportunities that 
help teachers in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM). 
As a portal, it will help some 
students to prepare for a 
college or technical school 
education in engineering and 
other tech fields. 

CalTrans started over 
on its Niles Canyon road 
improvement project’s EIR 
for Phase 2, adding it to 
the previously announced 
fresh start it will take for 
the phase 1 EIR. CalTrans 
agreed recently to rethink its 
phase 1 project, after being 
ordered in November by a 
judge to settle with critics. 
Jeff Miller, director of the 
Alameda Creek Alliance 
(ACA), and others objected 
to the cutting down of trees 
along the route. CalTrans 
said the goal was to improve 
safety. Opponents countered 
that the changes would make 
people drive faster, reducing 
safety.

Morgan Territory Region-
al Preserve grew larger as 
two of Save Mount Diablo’s 
properties were transferred 
to the East Bay Regional 
Park District. Moss Rock, 
20 acres acquired in 2010, 
and Joseph Galvin Ranch, 
62 acres acquired in 2003, 
were added to the Preserve. 
Funding was provided by the 
East Contra Costa County 
Habitat Conservancy. Both 
parcels include stretches of 
Marsh Creek, critical habi-
tat and a wildlife corridor 
for both common and rare 
species such as California 
red-legged frog. The Mount 
Diablo globe lily and Diablo 
sunflower, both endemic, or 
limited to the Mount Diablo 
area, have been found on the 
properties.

Tri-Valley business peo-
ple and professionals helped 
Pleasanton’s Foothill High 
School students answer: 
What should I be when I 
grow up? A new lunch-time 
Career Talk lecture series, 
sponsored by Pleasanton 
North Rotary, was aimed 
at increasing future career 
options for Foothill students 
by exposing them to jobs 
they may not otherwise 
consider for themselves. 
The 17-week series held on 
the Foothill High campus 
covered the pleasure, pains, 
and necessary qualifications 
to work as a firefighter, TV 
meteorologist, lawyer, hu-
man resources specialist, 
salesperson, financial plan-
ner, and other professions.

FEBRUARY 2012
Pleasanton school trust-

ees approved use of a drug-

detecting dog in campus 
parking lots and students’ 
locker areas. The vote was 
unanimous. Police and 
school officials said the 
procedure was intended to 
discourage students from 
bringing drugs on campus, 
not necessarily to make 
arrests. Caution would be 
taken to guarantee students’ 
procedural rights.

The Alameda County 
Waste Management Author-
ity (ACWMA) adopted two 
ordinances designed to help 
the county achieve its long-
term waste reduction goals. 
The first ordinance requires 
recycling of high market-
value materials from larger 
businesses and multi-fam-
ily properties. The second 
ordinance prohibits free 
distribution of single-use 
bags at check out in stores 
that sell packaged food. The 
ban on plastic bags would go 
into effect January 1, 2013. 
All county cities agreed to 
the changes, with the excep-
tion of Pleasanton, which 
opted out of the recycling 
provision.

Pleasanton’s Teen Im-
prov troupe, Creatures of 
Impulse, was invited to per-
form in the Teen Comedy 
Festival in Chicago in May. 
Twelve members of the 20-
member troupe were to at-
tend the festival on Saturday, 
May 12 at the Athenaeum 
Theatre. In addition to per-
forming their improvised 
teen musical, “Tri-Valley 
High: The Musical,” Crea-
tures of Impulse planned 
to attend performances and 
workshops facilitated by 
industry professionals in 
stand-up comedy, theatrical 
improvisation, sketch com-
edy, and more.

Save Mount Diablo pur-
chased the property called, 
Marsh Creek-VI, building 
on the California State Parks 
and Recreation Commis-
sion’s recent designation of 
Cowell Ranch as “Marsh 
Creek State Park.” Marsh 
Creek-VI, acquired for its 
segment of Marsh Creek, 
has several other resources, 
including an unusual vol-
canic dome. This was the 
seventh parcel under 10 
acres acquired by the orga-
nization in the last year. The 
new purchase is adjacent to 
two of Save Mount Diablo’s 
protected properties. 

Kelly Bowers, Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School 
District Superintendent of 
Schools, was selected as 
Superintendent of the Year 
by the California School 
Administrators (ACSA), 
Region 6. The region in-
cludes Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties. The award 
was announced by the Asso-
ciation of California School 
Administrators. Bowers has 
served LVJUSD in the ca-
pacity of teacher, parent 
volunteer, Grant Writer and 
Teacher on Special Assign-
ment, Elementary Summer 
School Principal, Middle 
School Principal, Director 
of Curriculum and Special 
Projects and Assistant Su-
perintendent, Educational 
Services. Bowers was ap-
pointed Superintendent of 
Schools in May 2010.

Jason “Wolf” Hamlin, 
a 24-year-old mechanic at 
Poppy Ridge Golf Course 
in Livermore, earned a gold 
ticket from American Idol. 
Wolf and 300 other gold 

ticket hopefuls took part 
in Hollywood Week. The 
judges narrowed down the 
field to just 24. Hamlin was 
not among those who made 
it into the next round.

A “broken relationship” 
threatened to erode the quali-
ty of research being conduct-
ed at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and its 
companion national defense 
laboratories in New Mexico, 
according to a report by the 
National Research Council. 
The relationship referred to 
is that between the laborato-
ries and their federal spon-
sor, the National Nuclear 
Security Administration 
(NNSA). The New Mexico 
laboratories are Los Alamos 
and Sandia National Labora-
tories. Sandia also operates 
a laboratory in Livermore. 
The report criticized an 
ever tighter NNSA manage-
ment approach that now 
has Site Offices next to the 
laboratories exercising “di-
rect budget, regulatory and 
contract oversight, and ad-
ministrative authority.” The 
immediate result, it said, has 
been “increased centraliza-
tion of science and technol-
ogy planning and direction” 
and “top-down tasking.” The 
study committee was told by 
scientists, engineers “and 
some managers at all three 
labs” that “experimentation 
is becoming more difficult 
to pursue, and therefore less 
common, because of bur-
densome steps that must be 
completed associated with 
purchasing, safety checks 
and certifications, and so 
on.

Congressional test i-
mony reinforced concerns 
expressed in a national re-
port about the damage that 
federal micromanagement 
is inflicting on the nation’s 
three national security labo-
ratories, including Lawrence 
Livermore. The testimony 
was delivered to a subcom-
mittee of the House Armed 
Services Committee by sev-
eral former laboratory direc-
tors, including Livermore’s 
George Miller and Michael 
Anastasio. Nearly all the 
criticism was directed at the 
National Nuclear Security 
Agency (NNSA), a semi-
autonomous branch of the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
created in 2000 in order to 
provide more specific man-
agement attention to DOE’s 
national security responsi-
bilities. 

The Livermore City 
Council endorsed the Alam-
eda County Transportation 
Commission transportation 
expenditure plan (TEP). 
The TEP outlined how funds 
raised through the reauthori-
zation of a countywide sales 
tax would be spent over 
the next 30 years. The TEP 
included $400 million to 
extend BART to Livermore. 
Other TEP projects benefit-
ing the Tri-Valley include 
interchange improvements 
at Greenville Road, Vasco 
Road and Isabel Avenue, 
highway 84 improvements 
and widening, improve-
ments to Greenville Road, 
Dublin Blvd., and El Charro 
extension to Stanley Blvd., 
gap closure and develop-
ment of the Iron Horse Trail, 
and operating funds for 
LAVTA.

A new agreement with the 
Pleasanton Police Officers 
Association (PPOA) was 

approved by the Pleasanton 
City Council. Under the new 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOU), there were no pay 
increases. Union members 
would begin picking up 
employee retirement con-
tributions increasing to 9% 
in July 2013; a two tier re-
tirement program was to be 
implemented; and retirement 
health benefits changed. 
The new agreement reached 
modified the benefit for new 
hires from two parties to 
employee only. It terminates 
when the employee becomes 
Medicare eligible, which 
is currently age 65. The 
changes were expected to 
save the city approximately 
$2.4 million through the 
2013-2014 budget. 

The City of Pleasanton 
began preparation of a sup-
plemental environmental 
impact report for a proposed 
10-unit development on the 
Oak Grove property. The 
562 acres in the southeast 
hills of Pleasanton is owned 
by the Lin family. A pre-
viously approved 51-unit 
project was successfully 
referended in June 2012. The 
10-unit development is ex-
empt from the provisions of 
Measures PP and QQ, ridge-
land protection ordinances 
approved by voters. Later in 
the year, the application was 
withdrawn.

A Chinese company 
agreed to invest $25 million 
in Bridgelux, a Livermore-
based LED lighting com-
pany. The Chinese company, 
Kaistar Lighting ( Xiamen ) 
Co., Ltd., is situated in Xia-
men, a city of about 3.5 mil-
lion on the southeast coast 

mate action plan (CAP). 
The two items completed 
the terms of the settlement 
agreement with Urban Habi-
tat and the State Attorney 
General’s office. The settle-
ment required that the city 
approve the housing element 
and CAP by Feb. 13, 2012. 
Urban Habitat, an afford-
able housing coalition, sued 
the city in an effort to force 
the rezoning and to end a 
1996 voter-approved cap of 
29,000 housing units in the 
city. They said the housing 
cap prevented the city from 
meeting its assigned housing 
numbers. The new housing 
element outlined a variety 
of steps the city would un-
dertake to provide more 
affordable housing. The 
CAP focused on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
through a number of pro-
grams including installation 
of energy efficient hot water 
distribution systems, high 
efficiency toilets and heating 
and cooling systems. New 
buildings would be required 
to be constructed to allow 
for solar water heating and 
photovoltaic systems. 

i-GATE signed an agree-
ment with CyberTran Inter-
national to support technol-
ogy development and imple-
mentation of its high-speed 
rail technology. CyberTran’s 
technology was the result 
of research from the Idaho 
National Laboratory (INL). 
The technology provides a 
passenger rail system that 
would allow passengers 
to plan their destinations 
around their personal sched-
ules. The computer-con-
trolled and lightweight rail 

and first grade. The intent 
of the new law was to move 
the kindergarten cutoff date 
– the date by which a child 
must turn 5 – from Dec. 2 to 
Sept. 1. The change was to 
be phased in by moving the 
cutoff date up one month 
each year until the 2014/15 
school year, when the cutoff 
date will be Sept. 1. Transi-
tional Kindergarten serves 
those students who fall in the 
gap between the old and new 
kindergarten cutoff dates.

Nearly halfway into the 
Bankhead Theater’s fifth 
season, the Livermore Val-
ley Performing Arts Center 
(LVPAC) reported that the 
percentage of events that 
have sold out had nearly 
doubled compared with the 
same period last season. 
Ten of the 15 events held 
at the theater since Janu-
ary 1, 2012 were sell outs, 
including shows offered by 
LVPAC Presents, touring 
productions, and resident 
companies such as the Liver-
more-Amador Symphony 
and Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre. With approximately 
two dozen sold-out shows in 
the first five months of the 
2011-2012 season, LVPAC 
was on track to surpass the 
number of sold-out shows 
for the entire 12 months of 
last season.

The Pleasanton Unified 
School District planned to 
send out layoff notices to 75 
full-time equivalent (FTE) 
positions according to a 
current plan. The 75 FTE’s 
represented a savings of 
$5.5 million. At subsequent 
meetings, the board planned 
to work on restoring as many 

Photo - DougJorgensen

The Livermore Valley Charter School held its own Hunger Games with a reenactment 
of the key elements of the best selling book.  All of the elements were there 
– the reaping bowl, the tributes, the cornucopia, even Caesar Flickman and Effie 
Trinket. 

Steve Melander, Steve Burman, and Steve Ziganti sampled the wine they made at 
the new 3 Steves Winery in Livermore. The three Steves make their wine at Tenuta 
Vineyards, from which they rent equipment and space.  

of China. The $25 million 
was described as an equity 
investment, meaning Kaistar 
Lighting will become part 
owners of the local firm, 
a Bridgelux spokesperson 
confirmed. The fraction of 
Kaistar’s ownership was not 
disclosed.

The 2012 Amgen Tour of 
California professional road 
cycling race announced that 
it would go through Liver-
more twice during stage 3 
of the 2012 edition. As part 
of stage 3, for the first time 
in the history of the race, the 
riders will climb Mt. Diablo. 
Livermore was selected as 
the stop city for Stage 3, 
which would take place on 
Tues., May 15.

In the latest survey of 
Livermore residents, 86% 
of respondents found the 
quality of life in Livermore 
excellent or good. It was the 
same percentage as reported 
in 2010. Questions were 
posed by the 2012 National 
Citizen Survey. Ninety-three 
percent of residents agreed 
that Livermore is an excel-
lent or good place to live, up 
1 percent from 2010. Other 
highlights from the 2012 
survey showed that 88% 
perceive Livermore as an ex-
cellent or good place to raise 
children, up 3%; 82% say 
that the overall appearance 
of Livermore is excellent or 
good, up 2%. Opportunities 
to attend cultural activities 
was agreed by 68% as excel-
lent or good, up 4%. 

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved a new 
housing element and a cli-

cars run on a fixed track 
and can be powered by solar 
panels. Stations are aligned 
as off-track sidings to al-
low the system to continue 
to move cars through the 
systems while unloading 
and loading. The prototype 
system is being developed 
in Richmond, CA in part-
nership with the city and 
industrial partners. 

 MARCH 2012 
The Alameda County 

Board of Supervisors upheld 
Cool Earth Solar’s applica-
tion to construct a solar 
energy installation in the 
Altamont, denying an appeal 
by the Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy (TVC). Cool Earth 
Solar, based in Livermore, 
planned to produce enough 
electricity on its 140-acre 
installation to power 7000 
homes. The site is close to 
a substation that enables the 
current to go into the power 
grid. Tony Chen, director 
of business development 
for Cool Earth, said that 
the project will generate 
270 jobs, an estimate based 
on a model created by the 
National Renewable Energy 
Laboratories. 

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
added Transitional Kin-
dergarten to its classroom 
offerings. This new grade 
was the result of The Kin-
dergarten Readiness Act of 
2010 (Senate Bill 1381), 
which amended California 
Education Code to change 
the required birthday for 
admission to kindergarten 

cuts as possible, through em-
ployee concessions, parent 
and community donations, 
and any positive budget 
news in mid-May from Gov. 
Jerry Brown.

Nearly 20 companies 
moved into the Hacienda 
Business Park in Pleas-
anton over a three month 
period. “The park saw posi-
tive growth in 2011. We’re 
pleased that 2012 has gotten 
off to a fine start,” wrote 
James Paxson, Hacienda’s 
general manager. “We are 
expecting more great news 
to come in the new year.” 
Among the new businesses 
were Coffee Bean Technol-
ogy; developers of social 
marketing and social sales 
solutions; East Bay Regional 
Park District; Jeepnee, Inc., 
international employee re-
cruiting firm; and Latex 
Global.

ValleyCare Health Sys-
tem (VHS) expanded ser-
vices to a new, state-of-
the-art building in Dublin. 
VHS opened an Urgent Care 
Center and relocated Oc-
cupational Health Services 
to 4000 Dublin Boulevard, 
Suite 150. Urgent care cen-
ters are primarily used to 
treat patients who have an 
injury or illness that requires 
immediate care but are not 
serious enough to warrant 
a visit to an emergency de-
partment.

The 5th Anniversary of 
Cuban Culture Week fea-
tured a variety of events at 
Las Positas College in Liver-
more. Cuban talent from 

2012

(continued on page 7)
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Pleasanton Seahawks swimmers competed on the Winter 
Nationals 2012 team. The meet was held Nov. 29-Dec. 1 
at the University of Texas in Austin. Pictured (from left 
to right) are Jason Chen, Iris Brand, Celina Li, and Nick 
Silverthorn.  Celina earned the National Championship 
in the 200 IM and Nick set a new 15-16 Pacific Swimming 
record in the100 breast (54.58).   

The SMSC 3rd grade girls Livermore Flying Squirrels 
participated in the MVP Flight Tournament over the 
Thanksgiving weekend.  They defeated St Joan's 12-8 
and went on the beat St. Perpetua's 30-0 for the MVP 
tournament Championship. Pictured are Coach Tom 
Fletcher, Coach Tony Duckworth, Sonia Fletcher, 
Madison Braswell, Natalie Urban, Haley Wright, Jayden 
Thomas, Olivia Hardesty, Karlie Geissbuhler, Jordan 
Knight, Delaney Johnston, and Alyssa Duckworth.

Adult Sports Added
Adults can become more active 

in 2013 using the new and improved 
synthetic turf fields at Robertson Park. 
The Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District is offering two new 
leagues for winter/spring, both played 
on recently opened all-weather fields 
that allow for year-round use. For 
more information regarding leagues 
and registration, call Dan Meewis at 
925-373-5731.

LARPD Adult Soccer: The District 
is now recruiting teams and individuals 
interested in playing in the new Adult 
Soccer League on Friday evenings for 
the winter/spring 2013 season. Men’s, 
women’s and coed leagues are avail-
able. Registration is $895 per team, 
open through 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 11. 
Teams must submit a completed roster 
and league fees by the deadline to 
secure a spot in the winter/spring 2013 
league. The league will run Friday, Jan. 
25, to Friday, March 29, unless make-
ups are needed. Leagues are based on 
an eight-game schedule, plus playoffs 
for the top four teams.

LARPD 8-on-8 Adult Flag Foot-
ball League: The District is adding this 
fun sport to its league line-up for the 
winter/spring 2013 season. Games will 
be played Wednesday evenings from 
Jan. 30 to March 27, unless make-ups 
are needed. Registration is $650 per 
team, open through 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
18. Teams must submit a completed 
roster and league fees by the deadline 
to secure a spot in the winter/spring 
2013 season. Leagues are based on an 
eight-game schedule, plus playoffs for 
the top four teams.

 

LNLL Registration
Livermore National Little League 

is accepting registration for the 2013 
spring season. Forms and tryout in-
formation are available in the handout 
section on the website www.eteamz.
com/LNLL.

Track and Field
St. Michael CYO Track Team is 

holding sign ups for its Spring 2013 
season Thursday, Jan 10 and Jan 17 
from 6:30-8 PM at the St. Michael 
Parish Hall, corner of 3rd and Maple 
Streets, Livermore.  The program is 
open to boys and girls from 3rd to 
8th grades.  Practice begins 2/4 at 
4 PM on the Granada High School 
track.  For more information www.
smisctrack.org

Winter Baseball Camp
The 14th annual Livermore Valley 

Winter Baseball Camp is set. Former 
Livermore High Varsity Baseball 
Coach David Perotti is hosting a winter 
baseball camp on January 2-4. Each 
camper will receive individual instruc-
tion from coaches and Livermore 
High players, a snack each day and 
a certificate. The 5-12 year old camp 
costs $110 and runs from 9:00-12:00 
everyday. The camp is being held at 
Livermore High Varsity Field. For 
more info to sign up please contact 
David Perotti at (925) 586-2811 or dp-
perotti@yahoo.com or check website 
www.eteamz.com/lvb

Girls Softball
LGSA Registration: Livermore 

Girls Softball Association welcomes 
all Livermore girls aged 5-18 to register 
for the Spring 2013 Recreational sea-
son. No experience necessary. Register 
by December 31 and pay in January 
with no late fee. 

For more information, visit 
www.LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org,   
send an email to registration@
LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org or call 
925-556-5259.

LGSA Player Evaluations: 
LGSA is conducting player evaluations 
on January 12 and January 19 at Joe 
Michell Elementary. All players in 8U, 
10U, and Middle School must attend 
one of these dates. Check the web site 
or contact us for more details.

Alumni Soccer Games
Foothill and Amador Valley High 

School Alumni will be playing in the 
10th Foothill-Amador Alumni Soccer 
Games on Saturday, January 5th. There 
will be two games featuring men’s and 
women’s soccer players from the 70’s, 
80’s, 90’s and 2000’s. 

The games have become an annual 
event that benefit the Soccer Programs 
at Foothill and Amador High Schools. 
All gate receipts ($8 adults and $5 
students) and Snack Bar proceeds will 
go directly to the programs.

The teams will be playing for 
trophies that will be awarded to the 
schools of the winners. The winning 
school will gain possession of the 
trophies each year. 

Ryan Gordon was a 2003 gradu-
ate of Foothill High School. He was 
killed in a boating accident shortly 
after graduating. He played soccer at 
Foothill for 4 years and was planning 
on attending Santa Barbara City Col-
lege where he planned to continue 
playing soccer. The original Alumni 
Games were organized to fund a 
scholarship that benefits a graduating 
member of the Foothill women’s or 
men’s soccer team who aspire to play 
soccer in college. Since the 1st year all 
proceeds now go directly to the men’s 
and women’s soccer programs at the 
two high schools. 

Ex-soccer players from Amador 
or Foothill who would like to play, 
can obtain more information and/or 
register at All-Star Sports, 3037-A 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton. Another way 
to register is to download an applica-
tion from the Amador Website (www.
pleasanton.k12.ca.us/amador/) and 
mail it to Curt Gordon, 205 Heritage 
Lane, Pleasanton, Ca. 94566 There is 
a $20 fee to play. The deadline to pre-
register is Thursday, January 3rd.

Players and fans are invited to the 
“Hop Yard Alehouse” after the games. 
15% of proceeds will be donated to 
the programs. 

There will be “special entertain-
ment” during each of the halftimes 
this year.

Amgen News
The Amgen Tour of California has 

announced that it will partner with Ride 
2 Recovery (R2R), a 501(c)3 Founda-
tion whose mission is to improve the 
health and wellness of healing heroes 
from Iraq and Afghanistan through 
mental and physical rehabilitation 

programs that feature cycling as the 
core activity, by creating the new 
Amgen Tour of California Honor 
Ride Series.

Ride 2 Recovery created the Honor 
Ride Series of non-competitive rides 
to raise awareness and funding for its 
Ride 2 Recovery programs.

The new series will be called the 
Amgen Tour of California Honor Ride 
Series and will feature non-competi-
tive rides throughout the United States 
covering 15 to 100 miles. Each event 
will also honor a fallen hero from the 
local community. 

Included in the ride series are two 
new events surrounding the Amgen 
Tour of California overall start and 
finish. On Sunday, May 12, 2013, the 
Escondido Amgen Tour of California 
Honor Ride will take place, allowing 
cyclists of all skill levels to ride through 
the official start line on a portion of the 
course before the professionals begin. 
The second Amgen Tour of California 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Granada High School scored a second half goal to edge 
Amador Valley, 1 to 0, in EBAL girls varsity soccer 
action. Lortie Hopkins scored the goal.  In the photo, 
Breanna Rittman (4) and Olivia Cotton (16) battle for 
control of the ball.

Honor Ride will take place on May 19 
at the stage finish in Santa Rosa where 
Honor Ride cyclists will once again 
have the opportunity to experience a 
portion of the course.

“John Wordin and I have talked for 
several years about how we can work 
together to advance the awareness and 
visibility of the R2R mission,” said 
Kristin Bachochin, executive direc-
tor of the Amgen Tour of California 
and senior vice president of AEG 
Sports. “By partnering with them and 
designing the Honor Ride Series, we 
have found the perfect opportunity to 
accomplish R2R’s mission. Further-
more, we hope the series will inspire 
the nation and show that the skill of 
cycling can be an integral part of a 
healthy lifestyle in addition to being 
a competitive sport.”

The Amgen Tour of California 
Honor Ride Series schedule features 
rides throughout the United States. 
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It was a cold landing for those who braved the slippery 
spin down a 22-foot waterslide into an unheated pool  
at the Robert Livermore Community Center during the 
annual polar bear slide to start off 2012. The event was 
hosted by the Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District. Complimentary hot chocolate was served to 
warm everyone up who took part in the event. 

Brave souls are invited 
to jump briskly into 2013 
with the eighth annual Polar 
Bear Slide.

This free event is open 
to anyone 48-inches-tall or 
above. Hot chocolate will 
be waiting at the bottom of 
the slide to warm up willing 
participants. The Polar Bear 
Slide will be held from 11 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan. 
5, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. For 
more information, call 925-
373-5751.

Dads and daughters are 
invited to participate in the 

Sweetheart Ball Daddy & 
Daughter Dance. The event 
– for all ages – will feature 
dancing, a DJ, refreshments 
and a photo booth. It will be 
held 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
8, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. Tickets, 
which must be purchased 
in advance, are $20 per 
couple, $7 for an additional  
daughter.  Buy t icke ts  
n o w  t h r o u g h  h t t p : / /
daddaughterdance.brown 
papertickets.com/ or 925-
373-5700.

For information on other 
LARPD events, classes and 
programs for the new year, 
visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

and used in the fairgrounds 
flower beds. There are 2000 
trees on site. The fair plants 
100 new trees each year.

The fair installed solar 
panels producing 1 mega-
watt of power, which during 
its initial period was the larg-
est public solar operation in 
the country. 

In addition to his fair 
duties, Pickering has found 
time to serve as president of 
the Bay Area Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America. He 
is a past Eagle Scout, and 
rose to the honor of National 
Distinguished Eagle Scout, 
recognition accorded to only 
one Scout in 1000. His three 
grown sons, Chris, Nick and 
Josh have all achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout.

During his time in Pleas-
anton, Pickering coached his 
sons' youth soccer and sports 
teams, and was actively 

involved in his church as 
a deacon and on the board 
of elders. His wife teaches 
at Valley Christian High 
School, and will leave there 
at the end of the school 
year for the move to Sac-
ramento.

Pickering took on man-
agement roles in cities in 
Southern California, and 
became deputy general man-
ager of the  Orange County 
Fair. When the family left 
southern California for his 
post at the county fair, one of 
his sons said that he was not 
sad about leaving his friends 
behind. He was looking for-
ward to making new friends 
in Pleasanton, and coming 
back to visit his old friends 
in Southern California. Pick-
ering said that he sees his 
move to Sacramento in the 
same way.

Annual Polar Bear 
Slide Set for Jan. 5

PICKERING
(continued from page one)
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the Bay Area and beyond 
gathered to showcase the 
culture. All performances 
were held in the Barbara F. 
Mertes Center for the Arts 
on campus. They included 
art exhibitions, live music 
and dance, poetry readings 
and a panel discussion.

Save Our Sunol (SOS) 
and Oliver de Silva, Inc. 
(ODS) entered into an his-
toric agreement regarding 
the proposal submitted by 
Oliver de Silva to Alam-
eda County to revise the 
permit to operate the ex-
isting SMP-30 quarry on 
Calaveras Road in Sunol. 
Discussions were held for 
over three years regard-
ing the proposed project. 
The two parties reached an 
agreement that reportedly 
met the SOS environmental, 
health, and safety concerns, 
and provides mitigation for 
the impacts of development 
on the community of Sunol. 
A payment of up to $20,000 
was be made to the Sunol 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT); a 
contribution of $50,000 per 
year, with a cost of living 
adjustment, to a Commu-
nity Improvement Fund, for 
the life of the permit. The 
Community Improvement 
Fund will be held in trust 
for Sunol by the County of 
Alameda. 

Continuing Life Com-
munities signed a $250 
million construction loan 
for its newest continuing 
care retirement community, 
Stoneridge Creek Pleas-
anton. The construction 
loan represented one of 
the largest non-govern-
mental construction loans 
signed since the beginning 
of the economic downturn. 
Stoneridge Creek will in-
clude 635 independent liv-
ing residences, 68 assisted 
living apartments with a 
dedicated memory support 
area and 73 skilled nursing 
beds. The project broke 
ground in October 2011.

Valley voters were to get 
their first look at the state’s 
new “top two” primary 
election on June 5 in the 
15th Congressional District 
race .Incumbent Democrat 
Pete Stark faced fellow 
Democrat Eric Swalwell, 
who serves on the Dublin 
City council, and non-par-
tisan candidate Christopher 
Pareja, a Hayward business-
man.

Six industry projects 
were selected for the ad-
vancement of energy tech-
nologies using high perfor-
mance computing (HPC) 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. The 
projects were to be man-
aged by the Lab’s High 
Performance Computing In-
novation Center (HPCIC). 
The HPCIC is located in 
LLNL’s open campus, an 
open research and develop-
ment area for collaboration 
with industry, academia and 
other government agencies. 
The companies selected 
are GE Energy Consulting; 
Robert Bosch LLC; Pot-
ter Drilling Inc.; ISO New 
England; United Technolo-
gies Research Center; and 
GE Global Research. These 
companies will collaborate 
with Lab scientists and 
use the Lab’s HPC to find 
solutions to urgent energy-
related problems and learn 
how to employ HPC as a 
powerful tool for innova-
tion.

Angela Ramirez Holmes 
would replace Chris Moore 
on the Zone 7 Water Agency 
board when the new terms 
began in July. Incumbents 
Sandy Figuers of Livermore 
and director Dick Quigley 
of Pleasanton were returned 
to office. Ramirez filed for 
the position on March 14, 
the last day of the five-day 
filing extension in the June 
election. Because three can-
didates filed for the three 
seats up for election, they 
were elected automatically, 
although it was up to Al-
ameda County to make it 
official. 

East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) directors 
took the first step to possi-
bly operate water slides at 
Shadow Cliffs in the future. 
The possibility was a switch 
from a staff recommenda-

tion at a committee meeting 
March 15 that said the four 
slides should be removed, 
and the area returned to its 
natural condition. 

Concannon Vineyard 
founder James Concannon 
was recognized as one of 
“The Great Irish Ameri-
cans of Yesterday” at the 
2nd Annual Irish America 
Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony and Luncheon 
held at the New York Yacht 
Club. He was the first vint-
ner to be formally inducted 
into the Irish America Hall 
of Fame. 

The Chabot-Las Positas 
Community College Dis-
trict trustees, who oversee 
Las Positas College, de-
clared they were open to 
looking into the feasibility 
of Livermore using the col-
lege campus as the site of 
its next July 4th fireworks 
community celebration. 
No one on the board raised 
objections to pursuing the 
idea. 

Santa Rita Jail was the 
first in the U.S. with the 
ability to take itself off the 
power grid, and provide 
its own power using re-
newable energy. Alameda 
County authorities, work-
ing for four years with 
Chevron Energy Solutions, 
completed the $11 mil-
lion project that will store 
energy on-site in a large 
battery array. The 113-acre 
jail site contains fuel cells, 
five wind turbines and the 
largest array of solar pan-
els operated by any public 
agency in the nation. Santa 
Rita is the third-largest jail 
in California, and the fifth 
largest in the United States. 
The jail houses 4000 prison-
ers, employs 500 security 
personnel, serves 12,000 
meals daily, and needs 3 
megawatts of power at peak 
times. Eighteen buildings 
cover a total of 1 million 
square feet.

Enough cities with the 
majority of the population 
in Alameda County voted in 
support of a transportation 
funding plan to qualify it for 
the November ballot. The 
Transportation Expenditure 
Plan (TEP) would guide the 
spending of $7.7 billion on 
transportation projects in 
Alameda County over a 30-
year period if voters were to 
approve a ballot measure 
planned for the November 
2012 election. The measure 
asked voters to increase the 
sales tax from a half cent 
to a full cent and to make it 
permanent.

West Coast Soccer Club 
launched We Can Soccer, a 
soccer program for special 
needs children. The pro-
gram was open to players 
of all ages with any form 
of disability. 

APRIL 2012
llan Ng, Western Region-

al Administrator for USDA 
Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS) joined with State 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson 
to present Marylin Avenue 
Elementary School with 
the Healthier US School 
Challenge (HUSSC) sil-
ver award. “This program 
recognizes schools that go 
above and beyond what’s 
required in terms of health 
and fitness. Marylin Avenue 
has a comprehensive ap-
proach that includes school 
lunches, health education 
for students and parents, 
and exercise,” said Ng. Two 
years ago, the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School 
District made changes to 
the school lunch program 
at all schools to offer more 
fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains. Kaiser Permanente 
provided kid-friendly salad 
bars to Marylin and Junc-
tion Avenue K-8 that put 
the food at eye level for the 
children. 

Among those on the 
2012 California Distin-
guished Schools was Pleas-
anton's Fairlands Elemen-
tary School. In Livermore, 
Altamont Creek and Arroyo 
Seco Elementary Schools 
were selected. The schools 
were recognized for inno-
vative education programs 
that encourage students to 
learn and help close the 
achievement gap. 

The Pleasanton City 
Council voted 3 to 1 to 
uphold a Planning Commis-
sion decision to modify the 
conditions of operations for 
Club Neo, a nightclub. The 
club is located in Gateway 
Square, at the northeast 
corner of Hopyard Road 
and Stoneridge Drive. New 
conditions limited the num-
ber of patrons to 300. Pre-
viously, 812 were allowed. 
Hours where alcohol can be 
sold were reduced. Last call 
was moved from 1:45 a.m. 
to 1 a.m. Cindy McGovern 
wanted to revoke the con-
ditional use permit (CUP) 
entirely. The decision to 
change the CUP resulted 
from several incidents that 
required response from both 
Pleasanton police and aid 
from nearby jurisdictions. 

Livermore City Coun-
cilmember Bob Woerner 
summed up the view of the 
city council regarding the 
Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (SCS) by declaring 
planning was stuck in the 
past. The project to create 
a regional plan for the nine 
Bay Area counties has been 
led by ABAG and MTC over 
the past several years. The 
stated goals of the regional 
proposal for future growth 
are to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 15 percent 
per capita by 2035; house 
the region’s population at 
all income levels; and align 
transportation investments, 
housing growth and land 
use planning. Councilmem-
ber Stewart Gary provided 
two criticisms: there is no 
acknowledgment of urban 
growth boundaries and most 
of the jobs are identified as 
locating within two miles 
of a freeway interchange to 
accommodate a car based 
society.

The concept for Phase 
I of a BART extension to 
Livermore would feature 
a station that would func-
tion like a normal BART 
station. However, it would 
emphasize a bus-to-BART 
program using a network 
of express buses to drop 
off riders at the station en-
trance. Livermore residents 
were shown the proposed 
BART extension concept at 
a meeting of the Tri-Valley 
Regional Rail Policy Group. 
The size of the parking area 
drew negative statements 
from several speakers dur-
ing the public comment pe-
riod. Others were concerned 
about the requirement to 
build housing in order to 
gain the needed funding 
to build the extension and 
station.

Alameda County offi-
cials said that the county 
faces another significant 
budget gap in the com-
ing fiscal year. Challenges 
included State cutbacks 
and new responsibilities in 
law enforcement and other 
areas that would impact 
local finances. If adopted, 
State budget cuts proposed 
by Governor Brown would 
impact financial subsidies 
for individuals and families 
affected by persistent un-
employment and child-care 
programs to help parents 
obtain and keep productive 
jobs.

Livermore added 11 
acres to Doolan Canyon to 
property owned by the East 
Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) as mitigation for 
development of the Toyota 
site in North Livermore. In 
addition, the city purchased 
a quarter of an acre near 
the Springtown Preserve 
to construct and maintain 
a wetland as part of the 

required mitigation. An 
endowment was to be cre-
ated to fund management, 
monitoring and reporting 
costs for the mitigation 
lands. The city would hold 
a permanent conservation 
easement.

Over 400 students from 
the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District 
performed in Reach for 
the Stars, the Livermore 
Valley Education Foun-
dation’s (LVEF) second 
annual fund-raiser for arts 
programs in the schools. 
The event was held at the 
Bankhead Theater.

An Oversight Board, 
created to oversee the shut-
down of the Livermore 
Redevelopment Agency 
(RDA) by the Livermore 
Successor Agency (LSA), 
approved the initial rec-
ognized obligation pay-
ment schedule. The pay-
ment schedule consisted 
of enforceable obligations 
entered into by the former 
RDA that have not yet 
been fulfilled. The schedule 
would need to be approved 
by the Alameda County Au-
ditor Controller, the State 
Controller, and the State 
Department of Finance. 
There were 27 items on the 
approved list. A parking ga-
rage was among the items 
to be funded. The largest 
amount of money identified 
on the list would go to help 
build a regional theater. 

The governance board of 
Tri-Valley Regional Occu-
pational Program (TVROP) 
voted to hire an interim 

director, lay off classified 
employees, and terminated 
a total of 18 classes, in order 
to regain the agency’s finan-
cial health. Member school 
districts are Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin and 
Sunol. The interim director 
was Julie Duncan, who was 
to take her position July 1. 

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved a pro-
posed transportation expen-
diture plan (TEP) that would 
guide the spending of $7.7 
billion on transportation 
projects in Alameda County 
over a 30-year period if vot-
ers were to approve a ballot 
measure planned for the No-
vember 2012 election. The 
vote was 3 to 2 with Cindy 
McGovern and Jerry Thorne 
opposed, the only two coun-
cilmembers in the county to 
vote against the TEP. Their 
concern was that the tax 
would be permanent.

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
hired former Environmental 
Education for Kids Direc-
tor David Darlington to 
fulfill a six-month contract 
designed to uncover areas 
of inefficient conservation 
practices. If corrected, they 
could potentially save the 
district hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. Darlington 
identified over $102,000 in 
potential savings. They in-
cluded thermostats hooked 
up to computers; turning 
off classroom lights dur-
ing recess and lunch; and 
changing the district's light-
bulbs from incandescent to 
compact.

The Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association 
celebrated the opening of the 
Drought Resistant Garden 
Trail with a sign installa-
tion and toast at Rodrigue 
Molyneaux Winery. Devel-
oped in cooperation with 
the Alameda County Master 
Gardeners, the initial phase 
of the new trail included the 
first of many local winery 
and event center gardens 
to feature native, drought 
resistant plantings. Trail 
maps are available at www.
LVwine.org.

Livermore City Council-
members came to a basic 
conclusion concerning on-
line comments. The focus 
is to be on the official city 
website, where they would 
speak with one voice. When 
it comes to off-city websites, 
City Manager Marc Rob-
ert said, “Follow the law. 
There are Brown Act and 
due process issues that arise. 
Some may not be obvious.” 
The Brown Act prohibits 
discussion about items that 
would be coming to the 
council outside of a noticed 
public hearing. Blogging 
was a concern. If one coun-
cilmember were to post an 
opinion about an issue and 
other councilmembers read 
it, that would constitute a 
serial meeting, a violation 
of the Brown Act.

Visitors with backgrounds 
in agriculture, government, 
academia, industry and non-
profit organizations came 
together to tour the scenic 
rangelands and learn about 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Livermore Valley Winegrowers Association celebrated the opening of the 
Drought Resistant Garden Trail with a sign installation and toast at Rodrigue 
Molyneaux Winery in late April. The trail, which features native plants, was developed 
in cooperation with the Alameda County Master Gardeners. Trail maps are available 
at www.LVwine.org.
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Amador Valley High School students pose in front of the mural they created at 
bus shelter 32. The bus stop is located on Santa Rita Road in front of the Safeway 
Shopping Center in Pleasanton. The mural is just one of ten that have been created 
at bus shelters in Pleasanton and Livermore.
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the stewardship practices 
that earned Tim Koopmann 
The Leopold Conservation 
Award for 2011. The terrain 
included stock ponds, cen-
turies-old oaks, and the red 
angus cattle the family have 
raised since they purchased 
the land in 1918. The event 
was co-sponsored by the 
California Farm Bureau, 
Sustainable Conservation 
(a San Francisco-based non-
profit that advances natural-
resource stewardship), and 
the Sand County Foundation 
(a Wisconsin-based orga-
nization that uses science, 
ethics and incentives to help 
owners improve their land). 

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved its first 
transit oriented develop-
ment (TOD) projects in the 
Hacienda Business Park. 
The approval of the housing 
helped the city to meet court-
approved requirements to 
provide more affordable 
housing in town and to ad-
dress the terms of a lawsuit 
settlement with the state and 
Urban Habitat. The lawsuit 
argued Pleasanton wasn’t 
meeting its responsibility to 
provide housing for lower 
income residents because 
it had failed to zone land 
for housing numbers it had 
been assigned by ABAG. 
The lawsuit overturned the 
voter approved 29,000 unit 
housing cap.

The Livermore High 
School (LHS) junior var-
sity baseball team partnered 
with the Livermore Ameri-
can Little League (LALL) 
Challenger baseball team 
for some fun in the sun. Es-
tablished by Little League in 
1989, the Challenger Divi-
sion enables boys and girls 
with physical and mental 
challenges to enjoy the game 
of baseball. The “buddies” 
are a special feature of Chal-
lenger baseball. Usually 
little leaguers, the buddies, 
stand by a Challenger player 
in the field and assist as 
necessary with fielding and 
throwing, hitting, and run-
ning the bases. The LHS 
junior varsity team served 
as buddies for the LALL 
Challenger team.

The Dublin City Council 
approved a logo for its new 
food, wine and art event 
planned for September 22. 
The council chose the theme, 
“splatter,” not your ordinary 
food, wine, and art festival. 
The idea behind the festival 
was to showcase outstanding 
wines from the area along 
with the diverse cuisine of 
the region. The event would 
include art, music and fire-
works.

The i-GATE Innovation 
Hub (iHub) Initiative was 
awarded the Thomas H. 
Muehlenbeck Award for 
Excellence in Local Govern-
ment by the Alliance for In-

novation at their 2012 Trans-
forming Local Government 
Conference held recently 
in Kansas City, MO. The 
i-GATE iHub Initiative was 
recognized for its unique 
approach to collaboration 
and support of high growth 
technology-based startups 
in the clean transportation, 
renewable-energy, and high 
performance computing 
technologies sectors. The 
Award for Excellence in Lo-
cal Government represents 
the top annual award from 
the Alliance for Innovation.

MAY 2012 
The Pleasanton City 

Council approved an or-
dinance designed to direct 
financial institutions away 
from prominent locations in 
the downtown. The aim is 
to create more vitality in the 
downtown. The new ordi-
nance requires a conditional 
use permit for such uses such 
as banks, savings and loan 
companies, finance com-
panies, credit unions, and 
credit services in order to 
be able to locate within the 
Downtown Revitalization 
District in a building with 
frontage on Main Street. The 
ordinance added wording 
encouraging the location of 
retail on corners.

Scenes for the new “Star 
Trek” movie were filmed 
in the National Ignition 
Facility (NIF) facility at the 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory. It was the 
second movie to be filmed 
at the Lab. Part of the origi-
nal “Tron” movie was shot 
there. Livermore Valley 
Film Commission director 
Dale Kaye noted that even 
filming just a few scenes 
by a Hollywood company 
can have a big economic 
impact. 

The board of the Tri-Val-
ley Community Foundation 
acted to reorganize the foun-
dation. The decision came 
after an audit found that 
the fund-raising required 
to maintain the level of 
program support provided 
by the foundation was not 
sufficient to meet its grow-
ing financial obligations. 
Reportedly, there were ex-
penditures that the board 
was not aware of nor had it 
approved. Board Chairman 
Ronald Hyde was elected 
foundation president. He 
replaced David Rice. 

Representatives from the 
Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD), 
Fusion Soccer Club (SC), 
and Tri-Valley Bank wielded 
shovels to officially break 
ground on a project to con-
vert two Robertson Park 
soccer fields to synthetic 
turf. The new fields were 
projected to be completed 
in August, in time for the 
start of the fall soccer sea-

son. LARPD and Fusion SC 
(previously known as Liver-
more Youth Soccer League) 
entered into an agreement by 
which Fusion is providing 
approximately $600,000 of 
the $2.2 million price tag of 
the project.

During its 40th anniver-
sary celebration on April 
27, Axis Community Health 
announced plans to reno-
vate a recently purchased 
24,000 sq. ft. building into 
a new health facility slated 
to open in 2014. The facil-
ity, at 5925 W. Las Positas 
Blvd. in Pleasanton, would 
include approximately 24 
exam rooms, three proce-
dure rooms, mental health 
counseling rooms, patient 
education space, a phar-
macy, and other ancillary 
services.  More than 400 
new medical patients were 
reported coming to Axis for 
primary care each month. 

A workshop held by the 
city to determine what ser-
vices Livermore residents 
believe were important 
found that public safety was 
the most important primary 
core service. Libraries, street 
maintenance and repair, and 
business attraction were also 
high priority services. When 
funding was considered, 
public safety remained the 
highest priority followed 
by “backbone” services like 
streets and sewers. Alloca-
tions for community ser-
vices like libraries, health, 
and childcare/senior services 
as well as business support 
services, were similar or 
slightly lower. The alloca-
tion separation widened 
between public safety and 
all other categories when 
participants were told they 
were working with a reduced 
budget.

When Livermore run-
ner Barbara Brady crossed 
the finish line at the Knox-
ville Marathon on April 1, 
she joined an elite club of 
marathon runners–the 50 
States Marathon Finisher’s 
Club. The 50 States Mara-
thon Finisher’s Club is a 
select group of distance 
runners who have finished 
one marathon in all 50 states 
in the union. To date, 684 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The annual parade and wearing of the green celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in Dublin was 
held Saturday, March 17. Many of the marchers were decked out in green colors and 
shamrocks. The parade was hosted by the Dublin Lions Club. The weekend included 
entertainment, an Irish Tea Cottage, arts and crafts, food and fun for all. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Amador Valley High School varsity softball team celebrated a win in the NCS 
playoffs.  The team was ranked first in the United States by one national poll, thanks 
to its 25-0 record. Another national poll listed Amador in fourth place nationally and 
second in California two weeks ago. Amador ended the regular season as EBAL 
champions.

people (226 women and 458 
men) have made it into the 
Finisher’s Club. Barbara is 
number 682. 

Two local young adults 
each kicked off professional 
baseball games by sing-
ing the National Anthem to 
packed stadiums. Stevie Rae 

Stephens, a 2009 Livermore 
High School graduate, sang 
The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner at the Giants’ May 5th 
game against the Milwaukee 
Brewers. Granada High 
School senior Braden Swee-
ney performed the national 
anthem before the Oakland 
A’s April 22nd game with 
the Cleveland Indians. 

Friends of Tesla Park 
formed with the goal of 
keeping a 3,000 acre his-
torical, cultural and wildlife 
site east of Livermore from 
being devastated by off-
road vehicles, which have 
already laid bare much of 
Carnegie State Vehicular 
Area next door. Tesla is state 
property, as is Carnegie. It 
has been the objective of a 
unit of the California State 
Parks Department called 
the Off Highway Motor 
Vehicle Recreation Divi-
sion to expand the area now 
available for cross-country, 

four-wheel driving. The 
Division has been stymied 
by its inability to pass envi-
ronmental reviews under the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act, or CEQA. The 
area is located at the east-
ernmost border of Alameda 

County on the south side of 
Corral Hollow Road some 
10 miles east Livermore. It 
is named for the long aban-
doned town of Tesla that 
once thrived there. 

Livermore voted to add 
seven police officers to the 
force over the next two 
years. At the same time, 
22 positions were to be 
eliminated in other depart-
ments. The decision to add 
police officers was based 
on information collected 
during a budget workshop 
and from an on-line survey. 
Four officers were added this 
year to provide services for 
Paragon Outlet Mall and for 

the northwest portion of the 
city. In July 2013, three more 
officers will be brought on-
board. They will re-establish 
the drug/gang unit. 

Zone 7 Water Agency 
found it would have to wait 
another year before it could 

achieve total independence 
from Alameda County, as-
suming that enabling leg-
islation passes the Legisla-
ture. Sen. Mark DeSaulnier 
pulled his bill, SB 1337, 
from the legislative process 
because Contra Costa and 
Alameda County officials 
believe that more issues 
needed to be addressed. 
One of the issues involved 
flood control. The bill would 
have made the switch to total 
independence legal. 

The Livermore July 4th 
festivities and fireworks were 
slated to be held this year at 
a new location - Las Positas 

2012
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David Fritz demonstrates a computer simulation that attempts to predict how people 
move around by tracking their cellphones. It is one of the capabilities under study 
at the Cybersecurity Laboratory managed by Sandia National Laboratories at the 
Livermore Valley Open Campus.
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Olga Brocchini
Resident of Livermore

Olga Brocchini passed 
away on December 8, 2012 
at 100 years young. She said 
line dancing with her friends 
is what kept her going.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Barbara Dryer 
and Gail Vandanega and 
their husbands, Don and 
Larry, three grandchildren, 
Danielle Wagner, Kimberly 
Kent and Scott Dryer, and 
two great granddaughters, 
Holly and Katie Wagner 
who loved time spent with 
their Nonnie.

A Mass celebrating her 
life will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Fri., January 4 at St. Au-
gustine Church, 3999 Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Arrangements are by Cal-
laghan Mortuary.

Donald G. Nissley
Resident of Livermore

Donald G. Nissley passed 
away on December 15, 2012 
at the age of 84. 

He loved life and lived 
it with optimism. He trav-
eled the world through his 
22 years in the Air Force. 
He was one to participate 
instead of watching sports. 
He was active in his church 
as an usher. He found joy in 
his work with the Gideons. 
He loved his daughter, 3 
grandsons and his great 
granddaughter. Just a men-
tion of their names brought 
a smile to his face. In spite 
of his health issues, when 
speaking of them he would 
say, “I am blessed.” 

A visitation will be held 
on Jan. 3,  5-7 p.m.  at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East 

Ave. , Livermore.  Friends 
and family are invited to 
pay their last respects on 
Friday, Jan.  4, 10:00 a.m., 
at Cedar Grove Community 
Church, 2021 College Ave. 
Livermore Ca.  

Chris Ann Tripp
Born, March 22, 1967, Liver-
more, CA
Died, December 18, 2012

Chris spent her entire 
life in the Livermore Val-
ley. She was born to Linda 
Nidever-Galles and Gary 
Tripp on March 22, 1967 at 
Valley Memorial Hospital, 
Livermore, CA. She passed 
into God’s loving hands on 
December 18, 2012 at the 
young age of 45. 

Chris spent her youth 
playing soccer and playing 
the clarinet in her school 
bands. She attended Rincon, 

R a n c h o 
a n d  S o -
noma grade 
s c h o o l s , 
M e n d e n -
h a l l  J r . 
High and 
g r a d u -
ated from 

Granada High School in 
1986. She moved to Pleasan-
ton after high school where 
she lived with Walter Her-
erria. They had a son, Chris-
topher, in 1988.  

Chris attended the San 
Francisco California Culi-
nary Academy and worked 
in the food industry for most 
of her working career. Chris 
will leave many memories 
for her family and friends to 
cherish. Chris embraced life 
with humor, care of others, 
and a free spirit. She enjoyed 
volunteering at Open Heart 

Kitchen and most recently 
the Journey to Living Beth-
lehem project. 

She leaves behind her 
beloved son, Christopher 
Andrew Tripp, brother, Cory 
Tripp, mother, Linda Nidev-
er-Galles, step-father, Harry 
Galles, father, Gary Tripp, 
step-brothers, David Galles, 
Don Galles, and Mike Galles 
and their families. She also 
leaves behind many ex-
tended family members and 
friends.  

In lieu of flowers, please 
make a contribution to Open 
Heart Kitchen, the Liver-
more Homeless Refuge or 
Tri-Valley Haven.  A memo-
rial service will be held at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church, 1315 Lomitas Ave., 
Livermore, CA on Decem-
ber 28, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. A 
reception will follow.

College. The Livermore 
Fireworks Community 
Committee, in partnership 
with the City of Livermore 
and the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park Dis-
trict, raised enough private 
funding for the community 
July 4th celebration and 
firework display to return 
this year. 

The “Wall of Heroes” 
at the Veterans Memo-
rial Building in Livermore 
was dedicated on Memo-
rial Day. The wall is com-
prised of bricks engraved 
with names. Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 7265, 
American Legion Post 47, 
and Fleet Reserve Associa-
tion, Livermore hosted the 
dedication.

Pleasanton began taking 
applications for the newly 
approved East Pleasanton 
Specific Plan Task Force. 
The area to be studied is 
comprised of approximate-
ly 1000 acres in size, the 
largest piece of real estate 
remaining to be planned in 
Pleasanton. Of that acreage, 
700 are lakes and 100 are 
located within the airport 
protection zone. The city’s 
current general plan al-
lows for a variety of land 
uses within the developable 
area including high density 
residential, retail, highway, 
service commercial busi-
ness and professional of-
fices, general and limited 
industrial, business park, 
public and institutional and 
parks and recreation. The 
lakes would be used for 
flood protection, ground-
water recharge, habitat and 
recreational purposes.

The Pleasanton City 
Council rejected an ap-
peal aimed at preventing 
Wal-Mart from opening 
a neighborhood grocery 
store in the city. The vote 
was 4 to 1. The appellant, 
Councilmember Matt Sul-
livan, who voted against 
the motion explained that 
he was concerned about the 
economic impact on other 
grocery stores in Pleasan-
ton, as well as the income 
of grocery store workers. 
Wal-Mart proposed to lo-
cate a neighborhood gro-
cery store in a former Nob 
Hill store in the Meadow 
Plaza Shopping Center on 
Santa Rita Road. The store 
had been vacant for three 
years. Wal-Mart’s plans 
conformed to the CUP for 
the location. In addition, 
Wal-Mart agreed to abide 
by the conditions under 
which Nob Hill operated. 
The zoning administrator, 
planning commission and 
the city council had all 
approved the Wal-Mart 
application. Each approval 
was appealed.

Joel Kinnamon resigned 
as chancellor of the Chabot-
Las Positas Community 

College District to become 
the new president of Col-
lege of the Desert in South-
ern California. Kinnamon 
was to begin his new job 
on July 9. Kinnamon was 
appointed chancellor of 
Chabot-Las Positas in 2007 
following a six-month na-
tional search. 

A committee charged 
with helping to create a 
new vision for Pleasanton 
school facilities came up 
with ideas for new build-
ings on the district’s high 
school campuses. The Fa-
cilities Master Plan Com-
mittee (FMPC) made it 
clear that the “new build-
ings” studied  were by no 
means approved for devel-
opment. No commitment 
was intended. Proposed at 
Amador Valley was a new 
two-story classroom build-
ing, resembling the modern 
one north of the Amador 
Theater. At Foothill High 
School, construction of a 
student union and an arts 
building, including a the-
ater and gallery space, and 
parking structures were the 
new items considered.

Amador Valley High 
School girl’s softball team 
was ranked first in the Unit-
ed States by one national 
poll, thanks to its 25-0 
record. Another national 
poll listed Amador in fourth 
place nationally and second 
in California.

The Livermore Lions 
Club selected Dale Kaye, 
CEO of the Livermore 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, as its Citizen of the 
Year in Alameda County. 
The club has been award-
ing the honor since 1924. 
Kaye was recognized for 
her contributions to the 
Chamber as well as being 
a key founder of Innovation 
Tri-Valley, a business led 
initiative to create a human 
ecology of business and 
academic innovation in the 
Tri-Valley. 

Mike Martinez (LHS 
’73), Louie Aguiar (GHS 
’85) and Al Caffodio (de-
ceased) were inducted 
into the Livermore Sports 
Hall of Fame as part of the 
Livermore-Granada Boost-
ers’ 63rd Annual Awards 
Banquet. The Livermore-
Granada Boosters estab-
lished the Hall of Fame four 
years ago to honor the great 
athletes in Livermore’s 
past. Martinez earned elev-
en varsity letters at Liver-
more High School; three 
in football, four in soccer 
and four in baseball. Aguiar 
was a three-sport athlete 
at Granada High School 
(football, wrestling, base-
ball). He went on to enjoy 
a career in the NFL as a 
punter. Al Caffodio started 
the Twin Valley Relays 
and was the driving force 
behind the start of a high 

competition soccer league. 
ABAG and the Met-

ropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) unani-
mously approved the draft 
of a long-range plan de-
signed to encourage smart 
growth throughout the nine-
county Bay Area. The ap-
proval enabled launch of an 
EIR expected to be finished 
in about a year. The plan 
was designed as a guide 
for cities and counties to 
plan for two major things: 
an adequate housing sup-
ply for all income levels, 
and transportation plans 
that will make a significant 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions. Some who have 
attended public hearings 
on the plan have objected 
that ABAG and MTC were 
taking over local govern-
ments’ power to determine 
where people can live, and 
what kind of unit they can 
live in.

JUNE 2012
The Alameda County 

Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously to place the 
$7.7 billion countywide 
sales tax measure on the 
ballot. Funds would finance 
transportation projects. The 
expenditure plan for the 
funds had previously been 
endorsed by city councils 
representing a majority of 
the population of Alameda 
County. If approved the 
measure would provide 
more money than in the past 
for bicycle and pedestrian 
projects, help AC Transit 
erase some of its shortfall 
and restore some service, 
fill potholes in streets in cit-
ies, and bring $400 million 
for the phase 1 Livermore 
BART extension along the 
freeway. The tax would 
increase from a half cent 
to a full cent and would 
continue in perpetuity.

Following the June pri-
mary, Democratic Con-
gressman Pete Stark and 
fellow Democrat Eric 
Swalwell would face off 
in the November run-off 
in the 15th Congressional 
District. Stark led the bal-
loting with 28,137 votes; 
Swalwell’s vote total as 
of Thursday was 24,266. 
Christopher Pareja, who 
ran as an independent with 
Republican and Conserva-
tive Party endorsements, 
received 14,964 votes. In 
the Alameda County 4th 
Supervisorial District, Nate 
Miley was re-elected; in the 
1st district, Scott Haggerty 
ran unopposed.

The San Ramon City 
Council voted to cease 
using TV 30 to televise 
its meetings and Mayors 
Report. The city will switch 
to Contra Costa Television 
(CCTV) after July 1. The 
cities of Livermore, Pleas-
anton and Dublin will con-

tinue to provide TV 30 with 
its operating budget.

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
with Open Heart Kitchen 
to operate a refrigerated 
storage unit. The cost of 
the regional food storage 
project was estimated at 
approximately $106,000. A 
total of $116,973 was raised 
through donations and grant 
funding from the cities of 
Pleasanton and Livermore, 
Open Heart Kitchen, Safe-
way Inc., and Alameda 
County Board of Supervi-
sors Scott Haggerty’s and 
Nate Miley’s offices. The 
facility would be installed 
at Pleasanton’s Operation 
Services Center at 3333 
Busch Road. It includes 
one unit for dry storage, 
another for food requiring 
refrigeration and a third for 
frozen foods.

The International Union 
of Pure and Applied Chem-
istry (IUPAC) officially 
approved new names for 
elements 114 and 116, the 
latest heavy elements to 
be added to the periodic 
table. Scientists of the Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL)-Dubna 
collaboration proposed the 
names as Flerovium for ele-
ment 114, with the symbol 
Fl, and Livermorium for 
element 116, with the sym-
bol Lv, late last year. Liver-
morium (atomic symbol 
Lv) was chosen to honor 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
and the city of Livermore. 
Flerovium (atomic symbol 
Fl) was chosen to honor 
Flerov Laboratory of Nu-
clear Reactions in Russia.

The “First Sip Cele-
bration at Ravenswood” 
commemorated the his-
tory of agriculture at the 
Ravenswood Historic Site 
in Livermore. Inaugural 
wines made  from the Cor-
vino Bosco (Italian words 
for ‘raven’ and ‘woods’) 
Vineyards were poured. 
The vineyard project is a 
collaboration of Coastal 
Viticultural Consultants, 
Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District, the 
City of Livermore, and the 
Friends of the Vineyards. 

A facility to encour-
age the development of 
computer security skills 
and technology opened at 
Sandia. The facility, called 
the Cybersecurity Tech-
nologies Research Labora-
tory, is operated by Sandia 
National Laboratories. It is 
located in an existing build-
ing in the Livermore Valley 
Open Campus portion of 
the federal site, which is 
shared by Sandia and Law-
rence Livermore National 
laboratories.

Kathy Baker was se-
lected as Chief Financial 

Officer (CFO) at Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory. As CFO, Baker is re-
sponsible for implementa-
tion and oversight of sound 
financial policies and pro-
cedures at the Lab; estab-
lishment and maintenance 
of proper financial system 
controls; administration 
of funds; compliance with 
federal requirements for 
financial systems manage-
ment reporting and certifi-
cations; communication of 
resource requirements to 
external agencies, including 
preparation of budget sub-
missions and other funding 
requests. She had served 
in numerous senior opera-
tional management roles at 
the Laboratory, including 
Work for Others Division 
manager, deputy controller, 
controller, and most recent-
ly in addition to controller, 
acting associate director for 
the Planning and Financial 
Services Directorate.

A proposal that would 
make a change in Alameda 
County Measure D is illegal 
and could be precedent-set-
ting, the measure’s back-
ers have told the Alameda 
County Planning Commis-
sion. The change would 
double the floor-to-area 
ratio (FAR) for covering 
buildings at horse facilities 
that qualify as agricultural 
uses. It was submitted by 
County Supervisor Nate 
Miley following a request 
by an equine facilities own-
er in Castro Valley. Measure 
D allows for extremely mi-
nor administrative changes. 
Doubling the FAR was not 
considered a minor action 
by the planning commis-
sion. One commissioner 
said that the change would 
be an important one and 
could set a precedent.

The Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park Dis-
trict board voted to close the 
Rock Gym in Livermore on 
January 1, 2013. The deci-
sion was based on the need 
for an ongoing subsidy to 
operate the rock climbing 
facility located at Sunrise 
Mountaineering in down-
town Livermore. If kept 
open the entire FY 2012-
13 fiscal year, a subsidy of 
$36,212 would be needed. 
The subsidy through Janu-
ary 1, 2013 was estimated 
at $14,000.

Both the Pleasanton City 
Council and Livermore City 
Council approved moving 
the Livermore Pleasanton 
Fire Department (LPFD) 
dispatch services to the 
Alameda County Regional 
Emergency Communica-
tion Center (ACRECC). 
ACRECC is located at the 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory. In ad-
dition to Livermore and 
Pleasanton, other cities 
in Alameda County, with 

the exception of Oakland, 
are moving to ACRECC. 
This will provide the abil-
ity for all of the agencies to 
communicate. The dispatch 
service will send the closest 
unit in response to a call. 
Redundant responses would 
be eliminated.

The Alameda County 
Fair opened June 20 at the 
fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 
Back this year was the an-
nual parade on Main Street 
to commemorate the centen-
nial celebration of the fair.

Las Positas College was 
granted programmatic initial 
accreditation for its Surgical 
Technology program by the 
Commission on Accredita-
tion of Allied Health Educa-
tion Programs (CAAHEP). 
Students interested in en-
tering the rapidly growing, 
fast-paced field of surgical 
technology would be able to 
pursue their education and 
training through Las Positas 
College’s newly accredited 
program.

Pleasanton City Council-
member Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
kicked off her campaign 
for mayor. Councilmember 
Jerry Thorne had already 
begun his campaign for 
the seat. Both Thorne and 
Cook-Kallio were running 
from safe seats. Planning 
Commissioner Jerry Pentin 
announced plans to run for 
one of two vacant council 
seats. 

More than two dozen 
investors, most of them from 
Livermore, disclosed plans 
to build a 104-acre cem-
etery just north of Interstate 
580 near the little-used Las 
Colinas Road overpass at 
the freeway. The proposed 
Monte Vista Memorial Gar-
dens property would be built 
on a site that is now used 
as pasture land north of the 
city’s urban growth bound-
ary. The location is west of 
Springtown and the planned 
campus for a Catholic high 
school. The cemetery would 
include a mortuary, cha-
pel, crematorium, and a 
columbarium for cremated 
remains. 

The Livermore City 
Council voted to approve 
a new contract agreement 
with the Livermore Police 
Officers’ Association. The 
projected savings were ap-
proximately $374,000 for 
the next two years through 
2014. The two-year contract 
agreement approved by the 
Livermore City Council in-
cluded provisions for police 
officers to pay 2.5% more 
of their share into pensions 
in 2012 – 2013 and another 
2.5% in 2013 – 2014, for a 

(continued on page 10)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL 
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000             
                                         
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 472081

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Golvwine, 4465 
Guilford Pl, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
(1)Eric Payne (2)Marisa 
Payne, 4465 Guilford Pl, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by Husband and wife
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/:  Eric Payne, Marisa 
Payne
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 20, 
2012. Expires November 
20, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3353.  Published  December 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 471140
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: DMV Smog 
Center, 1737 First St, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Martin Hernandez Jr, 1737 
First St, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Martin Hernandez Jr
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on October 23, 
2012. Expires October 23, 
2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3354.  Published  December 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

           FILE NO. 471723 
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tri Valley Smog 
Center, 1737 First St, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):

Martin Hernandez Jr, 1737 
First St, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Martin Hernandez Jr
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 7, 
2012. Expires November 
7, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3355.  Published  December 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 472306
T
he following person(s) do-
ing business as: Northern 
California Brokers, 828 Gen-
evieve Place, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Elaine Sternquist, 828 Gen-
evieve Place, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 

above on 11/6/2008.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Elaine Sternquist
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 29, 
2012. Expires November 
29, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3357.  Published  December 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 471957

The following person(s) doing 
business as: The  T  House, 
3550 Helen Drive, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jennifer Marie Curtice, 3550 
Helen Drive, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jennifer Curtice
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on November 15, 
2012. Expires November 
15, 2017.

The Independent Legal No. 
3358.  Published  December 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

 FILE NO. 472516

The following person(s) doing 
business as: W I T Home 
Improvement & Repair, 370 
Jensen St, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kenneth L. Kline, 370 Jensen 
St, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kenneth L. Kline
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on December 5, 
2012. Expires December 
5, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3359.  Published  December 
13, 20, 27, 2012, January 
3, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 472813
The following person(s) doing 

business as: RADIENCE, 
7667 Amador Valley Blvd, 
Suite B, Dublin, CA 94568, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kemprud & Co., LLC, 7667 
Amador Valley Blvd, Suite 
B, Dublin, CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability com-
pany
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Edmund Kemprud - Mem-
ber
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on December 13, 
2012. Expires December 
13, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3361.  Published  December 
20, 27, 2012, January 3, 
10, 2013

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
TO 

SELL ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

Date of Filing Application:
 December 10, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:
The Names(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
LINDA DEE MCMIL IN 

SCHIOPU, MARIO CHRIS-
TOPHER SCHIOPU
The applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
erages at:
2181 FIRST ST
LIVERMORE, CA  94551-
4543
Type of license(s) Applied 
for:
41 - On-Sale Beer And Wine 
- Eating Place
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No. 
3364. Published December 
20, 27, 2012, January 3, 
2013

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING/ BIDDERS 
C O N F E R E N C E S  R F Q 
#901030 for Highland Hospi-
tal Acute Tower Replacement 
(ATR) Project (Phase 1) Of-

fice Furniture (Workstations) 
South County-Thursday, 
January 3, 2013, 10:00 a.m. 
– Fremont Public Library, 
Fukaya Room A,  2400 
Stevenson Blvd., Fremont, 
CA North County-Friday 
January 4, 2013, 2:00 p.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Room 
1107, 11th Floor, Oakland, 
CA Response Due by 2:00 
p.m. on February 7, 2013. 
County Contact : Kai Moore 
at (510) 208-4882 or via 
email: kai.moore@acgov.
org Attendance at Network-
ing Conference is Non-man-
datory. Information regarding 
the above may be obtained at 
the Alameda County Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
12/27/12
CNS-2423010#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3365

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted at the Alam-
eda County Social Services 
Agency Contracts Office, 
2000 San Pablo Avenue, 4th 
Floor, Oakland, CA 94612 
NON-MANDATORY NET-

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The color guard paraded the colors at the opening of the Memorial Day ceremony 
held at the Senior Center in Pleasanton. The Pleasanton VFW Post 6298 hosted the 
event. The Pleasanton Community Concert Band performed a program of special 
Memorial Day music.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The “Wall of Heroes,” in front of the Livermore Veterans Building, was dedicated on 
Memorial Day. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7265, American Legion Post 47, 
and Fleet Reserve Association, Livermore hosted the event. Members of the VFW, 
American Legion, Daughters of the American Revolution,  Gold Star Mothers and the 
Blue Star Mothers were involved with raising the money to create the wall. People 
purchased engraved bricks  to commemorate their loved ones, living or not.  The 
Veterans Memorial Building at the corner of Fifth and South L streets in Livermore 
was constructed in the 1930s as a memorial and meeting place for veterans of World 
War I. In the photo, visitors reads the names.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Alameda County Fair celebrated its 100th anniversary with a full slate of rides, 
fun, racing and exhibits. The annual fair continued to garner awards.

total of 5%. It also estab-
lished another tier for new 
hires with a new 3 at 55 plan,  
retirement would be a age 
55 with the retirement cal-
culation based on the three 
highest years’ earnings. Also 
included was a requirement 
that new hires pay the full 
yearly 9% retirement cost 
each year.

Las Positas College 
held its 4th annual summer 
transition program, Opera-
tion Gateway - A Veteran’s 
Transition to Success. In 
addition to participating in 
informational sessions and 

workshops, veterans met 
other veterans, students, 
staff, and members from 
community organizations. 
Textbook stipends were 
available for eligible student 
veterans. 

Hacienda Business Park 
in Pleasanton saw the posi-
tive growth of 2011 continue 
into the first half of 2012. 
Axis Community Health 
purchased a 24,000-square-
foot facility at 5925 W. 
Las Positas Blvd. Maddie’s 
Center, a next-generation 
companion animal care and 
teaching facility, chose to 

settle in Hacienda. IronPlan-
et, an online marketplace for 
used heavy equipment, re-
ported record annual sales in 
2011 as gross merchandise 
volume (GMV) exceeded 
$568 million, an increase of 
15 percent over 2010. Ro-
lith, Inc., a Hacienda start-
up developing advanced 
nanostructured coatings and 
devices, received Series A 
funding in the total amount 
of $5 million from DFJ VTB 
Capital Aurora and AGC 
America Inc. Hacienda’s 
IntegenX Inc., an emerging 

2012

(continued on page 12)
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W O R K I N G / B I D D E R S 
CONFERENCES for RFP 
SASYEP 2013 Summer and 
After-School Youth Em-
ployment and Education 
Program North County: 
Tuesday, January 8, 2013 
at 9:00 AM, Social Services 
Agency, 675 Hegenberger 
Road, Grizzly Peak Room, 
Oakland and South County: 
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 
at 1:00 PM, Social Services 
Agency, 24100 Amador 
Street, 6th Floor, Shooting 
Star Rooms (A&B), Hayward 
Responses Due by 2:00 
pm on January 30, 2013 
County Contact: Naima 
Jameson (510) 267-8632 
or via email: njameso@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking/Bidders Con-
ference is not required. The 
RFP is available via the GSA 
website— www.acgov.org 
under Current Contracting 
Opportunities
12/27/12
CNS-2424453#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3366

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING BIDDERS 
CONFERENCES for RFP 
#901082 Alternative Work 
Solutions Relocation Space 
Planning Services North 
County – Tuesday, January 
15, 2013 at 10:00 AM at Gen-
eral Services Agency, Room 
222, 2nd Floor, 1401 Lakeside 
Drive, Oakland, CA (A non-
mandatory walk-thru of 1111 
Jackson Street will follow 
this Bidders Conference in 
Oakland.) and South County 
– Wednesday, January 16, 
2013 at 10:00 AM at Social 
Services Agency, Rooms 
Shooting Star A & B, 24100 
Amador Street, Hayward, CA 
Responses Due by 2:00 pm 
on February 13, 2013 Coun-
ty Contact: Lovell Laurente 
(510) 208-9621 or via email: 
lovell.laurente@acgov.org 
Attendance at Networking 
Conference is Non-manda-
tory. Specifications regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Alameda County GSA 
Current Contracting Oppor-
tunities Internet website at 
www.acgov.org.
12/27/12
CNS-2424977#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3367

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 472549-53

The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: 1)Tri-
Valley Moto 2)KTM of Tri-
Valley 3)Triumph of Tri-Val-
ley 4)BMW of Tri-Valley 
5)Calmoto Livermore , 952 
North Canyons Pkwy, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Michael Meissner, 827 Elmira 
Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 12/27/2007.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael Meissner, Owner/
President
 This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on December 6, 
2012. Expires December 
6, 2017.
The Independent Legal No. 
3368.  Published  December 
27, 2012, January 3, 10, 
17, 2013

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 (925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925) 487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the Livermore Petco on 

Saturdays from  
10:00AM to 2:30PM.  

We have many adorable, 
tame kittens that have  

been tested for FIV & FELV, 
altered & vaccinated.  

We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted. Senior Home 
Health Care. Must have ex-
perience. Senior Solutions, 
Inc (925)443-3101.

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  A 
 CLASSIFIED AD

Call  (925)243-8000 

LOST/FOUND

LOST DOG
in area of 

North K Street & 
Chestnut Street 

Livermore 
on 11/14/12 

Small Breed/Male
13 pounds

 Long, thin body / Fox-
like. Long legs. 

Long tail curls up  
when walking. 

Long neck. Small head 
& ears. Lower teeth 

underbite. 
Blonde / Sandy  

in color
Purple collar - Rabies 

Tag / Veterinarian
Not neutered

PLEASE CALL 
(925)447-5441

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 

and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley  

Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
ONLINE/CALL IN

Reach over  25,000 
homes by direct mail in 
Livermore, Pleasanton, 

Dublin and Sunol.

What’s Ahead 
for 2013?

By Cher Wollard
Real estate professionals say it’s starting to look a lot like 

2005. 
You remember 2005: Plenty of eager buyers; sellers holding 

out for ever-increasing prices; easy loans.
• We do have buyers in abundance now. 
Optimistic young people are joining investors in their enthu-

siasm for purchasing California real estate, making this one of 
the hottest markets in the nation.

Sales last month were the highest for any November since 
2006. And they would likely have been higher, had we not been 
experiencing a severe lack of inventory.

“Housing affordability has never been stronger,” according 
to LeFrancis Arnold, president of the California Association of 
Realtors. “With record-low interest rates and favorable home 
prices, combining to crease a one-in-a-generation opportunity 
to buy a home in California.

Price declines over the past five years, combined with historic 
low interest rates and an improved jobs climate have brought 
housing affordability in our area below 50 percent for the first 
time in a decade.

So much so, that Realtors in most areas – including the Tri-
Valley – are reporting multiple offers on homes in good condition 
at all but the very top price points.

• We do see sellers holding out for higher prices.
The median price paid for a home in California last month 

was $291,000, up 2.1 percent from $285,000 in October and up 
19.3 percent from $244,000 in November 2011, according to 
DataQuick real estate news service.

Impressive as that is, the numbers for the Bay Area are even 
more eye-opening.

The median price paid for a home in the Bay Area rose 5.3 per-
cent, from $416,000 to $438,000, from October to November, and 
a staggering 20.5 percent in the past year. Last month’s median 
was the highest since August 2008, when it was $447,000.

Real estate analyst Bruce Norris of the Norris Group in Riv-
erside predicts the statewide median price will rise another 20 
percent in 2013.

“My best guess is that in California we will have significant 
price inflation. Prices could escalate so strongly that we will think 
we are in 2004 instead of 2013,” Norris said.

Sellers – including many banks that still hold REO properties 
— are waiting to list in the hopes prices will increase even more. 
This, of course, drives up prices due to lack of inventory.

• Easy loans. Oh wait, we don’t have those. 
Stricter lending practices is one thing that has changed in 

the past several years, meaning that in most cases, buyers must 
have reasonably good credit and at least minimal funds for a 
downpayment to purchase a  home. 

Money has gotten tighter and appraisers are less accommodat-
ing, due to federal regulations that put more distance between 
lenders and appraisers. 

Without those two constrictions, plus the shortage of proper-
ties for sale, the California market would be even crazier.

So what about the Tri-Valley?
The volume of sales in the Tri-Valley has held steady during 

the past year, put the pace of sales has accelerated dramatically. 
Inventory is down to about “1” – meaning that at the current 
pace, it would take about a month to sell all of the properties on 
the market today.

In Dublin, the average sales prices during the same period 
increased from $459,000 to $496,000. Pleasanton, where prices 
did not fall as steeply, has held steady over the past year.

In Livermore, though, prices jumped from an average of 
$420,000 a year ago to nearly $500,000 in November.

What’s ahead for 2013?
Most experts figure it will be more of the same.
 “Current trends are likely to stay with us well into spring, at 

least,” according to John Walsh, president of DataQuick. “One 
of the variables that could really impact the market would be 
supply – how many homes are put up for sale.”

Not only are some potential sellers holding off in hopes of 
higher future returns, the inventory of newly constructed homes 
is only about half of what is needed to meet demand.

Builders largely halted construction during the economic 
downturn, and now are scrambling to make up for it. But new 
construction is a lengthy process. 

Builders must identify and obtain land; work with cities and 
counties to secure necessary permits; undergo environmental 
reviews; design the project – all before they can even begin the 
months-long process of building homes.

 That means we may be a full five years away from having 
an adequate supply of new homes to meet the nation’s housing 
needs. 

Which, of course, could push prices even higher.
“There are still mortgage finance issues. Some loan categories 

are not active. But right now, low mortgage interest rates make 
up for that,” Walsh said. “With the mismatch between supply 
and demand, there’s upward pressure on prices.”

Leslie Appleton-Young, vice president and chief economist 
for C.A.R., agrees.

“The housing momentum which began earlier this year will 
continue into 2013,” she said. “Pent-up demand from first-
time buyers will compete with investors and all-cash offers on 
lower-priced properties, while multiple offers and aggressive 
bidding will continue to be the norm in mid- to upper-price 
range homes…

“The wildcards for 2013 include federal, monetary and hous-
ing policies, state and local government finances, housing supply, 
and the actions of underwater homeowners – not to mention the 
strength of the overall economic recovery.” 

Of course, much depends on what happens nationally.
Doug Duncan, Fannie Mae’s chief economist, sees real estate 

leading the national recovery. 
“The housing market has stayed resilient and continues to 

show signs of a strong, sustained recovery,” he said recently. 
“For the first time since 2005, residential investment is poised 

to contribute to annual economic growth this year, albeit on a 
small scale.” 

He expects housing and mortgage activity is to gain momen-
tum in the new year. 

In fact, Fannie Mae forecasts home sales nationally will in-
crease by 8 percent in 2013, after a projected 10 percent increase 
this year. 

If you are looking to buy or sell a home in the coming year, 
contact your local Realtor today. He or she can help you under-
stand the precise market for homes in your neighborhood.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Pictured is the miniature village on display at CooleyKatz 
Toys in downtown Livermore. Other Downtown 
merchants were part of a Village Stroll. Club 56, a group 
of miniature village crafters and colelctors, set up the 
villages at Dom's Outdoor Outfitters, Castle Comforts, 
Woopsiedaisy Toy Shop, In Between Stitches, Livermore 
Valley Florist, and First Street Alehouse.

Dr. Divya Raj, Axis is 
the new Axis Medical 

receive regular preventive 
care, they remain healthier 
and are able to avoid cost-
ly emergency room usage 
and hospitalizations, noted 
Compton.  

Axis reported many other 
accomplishments this year.  
It became the first commu-
nity health center in Alam-
eda County to go live with 
Electronic Health Records 
(EHR).  Medical providers 
now access and input in-
formation right in the exam 
room.  EHR has enormous 
benefits for patients, giving 
doctors quicker access to 
critical medical information, 
facilitating laboratory tests, 
and expediting pharmacy 
orders.    

In October, Dr. Divya Raj 
became Axis’s new Medical 
Director bringing a back-
ground of knowledge in 
primary care delivery and 
clinic management.  She is 
taking Axis to the next level 
in maximizing the new EHR 
system for clinical manage-
ment.

Two transformative proj-
ects were launched:  the 
Patient Experience Action 
Community (PEAC) and In-
tegrated Behavioral Health.  

Axis is one of only eight 
community health centers 
in California selected for 
PEAC, an opportunity to 
implement innovations to 
benefit patients.  The new In-
tegrated Behavioral Health 
department brings together 
medical and mental health 
providers for patient treat-
ment, a holistic approach 
resulting in better health 
outcomes.  

Axis also marked its 40th 
anniversary as a provider of 
affordable, quality health 
services for Tri-Valley resi-
dents. What began as a small 
clinic for children today has 
grown to an organization 
with a staff of 147 and five 
service sites that offer medi-
cal, behavioral health, and 
WIC nutrition services for 
more than 14,000 Tri-Valley 
residents.

 “We are truly grateful for 
all the support we receive 
from community members 
who care about our work,” 
said Compton.  “Without 
our committed board mem-
bers and caring donors, we 
would not be able to keep 
pace with the needs in our 
community.”

In 2013, all indicators 
are that Axis will be serving 
more people, according to 
Compton.  This is due to 
three factors:  the growing 
population in the Tri-Valley 
(a 22% increase in 10 years); 
the economic downturn that 
has left more Tri-Valley 

AXIS
(continued from page one)

families in need of access to 
affordable, quality primary 
care; and changes in the 
healthcare delivery system.  
“We’re here and we’ll be 
ready,” says Compton. 

For information about 
services, call 925-462-1755 
or visit  www.axishealth.

By Carol Graham
When 2003 Livermore 

High School graduate Mag-
gie Muldoon held an art 
showing in New York City 
several years ago, a friend 
of a friend came to see her 
work.

“Pretty much the first 
thing she said to me was, 
‘Hey, I like your paintings. 
How do you think we can use 
your art to help kids in West 
Africa?’” said Muldoon, 
of meeting More Than Me 
founder Katie Meyler. 

The non-profit organiza-
tion, for which Muldoon 
has since served as a team 
member, garnered national 
headlines earlier this month 
when it was awarded the 
Chase American Giving 
Awards $1,000,000 grant.  

With a mission of getting 
young Liberian girls off the 
street and into school in one 
of the world’s most danger-
ous slums, the organization 
offers education and oppor-
tunity in place of exploita-
tion and poverty.

“I was surprised by how 
incredibly small, grassroots 
and volunteer-driven the or-
ganization is compared with 
how much they accomplish,” 
said Muldoon. “Everything 
major that we’ve been able 
to do so far has been by the 
grace of good people volun-
teering their time and skills. 
It’s going to be very interest-
ing to see what will happen 
now that we have some 
money to work with.”

Hosted by Joel McHale, 
the American Giving Awards 
aired on NBC December 8th. 
It is the first-ever televised 
celebrity tribute to recognize 
community heroes.  A total 
of $2 million was granted to 
five charitable organizations 
voted on by Chase customers 
and fans of “Chase Commu-
nity Giving” on Facebook. 
The organization with the 
most votes received the larg-
est grant of $1 million.

“We were one of the 
smaller organizations to 

compete, so we really were 
not expecting to win,” said 
Muldoon. "Our volunteers 
worked incredibly hard get-
ting out the vote. Everything 
- from college students in 
Ithica (New York) throwing 
flash mobs, to people in Bra-
zil, the Netherlands, South 
Africa and the US rallying 
their friends and family via 
email, to Jada Pinkett Smith 
tweeting and Facebooking 
her fans - is what helped 
push us over the edge to win 
this grant.”

Added mom Martie Mul-
doon, “We never dreamed 
that More Than Me would 
be a big winner. We thought 
it was great that they were 
recognized as a top charity, 
and amazing when Maggie 
said they were a finalist. I 
wasn’t able to watch the 
program, but Maggie texted 
us as it happened. I really 
didn’t believe it till I could 
get home and look online.”

This fall, More Than 
Me launched an awareness 
campaign that highlighted 
its cause by inviting people 
to write, “I am Abigail” on 
their foreheads and post it on 
Facebook. 

“Abigail’s story is the 
story of many of the young 
women we work with,” said 
Muldoon. As an orphan, 
Abigail was forced into 
prostitution at 10 years old, 
having no other means to 
earn money necessary to buy 
food or a glass of water.  

In a Facebook video, 
Meyler said, “This is a pov-
erty issue. This is a women 
and girls’ issue. It’s an injus-
tice issue. This is a health is-
sue. But more than anything, 
this is a people issue. Abigail 
is a person, and she could 
be you.”

The Chase grant will 
help fund the More Than 
Me Academy, a girls’ center 
that broke ground in Octo-
ber. It is scheduled to open 
in 2013. 

“The money will allow 
us to greatly increase the 
number of students we’re 
able to give scholarships to, 
and allow us to attract the 
best teachers in the country,” 
said Muldoon, who spent 
last summer in West Point, 

a township of the Liberian 
capital city Monrovia, lo-
cated on a peninsula noted 
for its overpopulation and 
slums.  “The girls’ living 
conditions are heartbreak-
ingly hard to imagine. It was 

an eye-opening experience 
- one that was necessary for 
us to have if we’re going 
to start to understand our 
students.”

Martie agreed. “It’s kind 
of mind boggling, the idea 
that girls aren’t worth edu-
cating. Since I’m a teacher 
this is an issue close to my 
own heart. When Maggie 
started posting pictures of 
the girls online and we could 
see them, it meant even 
more.”

As an artist, educator and 
advocate living in Brooklyn, 
Muldoon hopes not only to 
help the girls of Liberia but 
to inspire all young women. 
“Seek your own opportuni-
ties to reach out. Don’t wor-
ry about whether or not you 
know what you’re doing,” 
she said. “Seek out the kind 
of opportunity that excites 
you, and don’t be afraid to 
learn as you go.”

For more information, 
visit www.morethanme.org, 
More Than Me Foundation 
on Facebook, or read Mag-
gie’s blog at http://muldoon-
sinliberia.tumblr.com/

leader in the field of rapid 
human DNA identification, 
acquired SV Corp, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of GE 
Healthcare Bio-Sciences. 

Over 100 Hope Hos-
pice volunteers and staff 
members were on hand for 
the 31st annual recognition 
dinner. During the annual 
event, Irene Philips, Rose 
Stack, Diane Stein, and 
Judy Rognlien were rec-
ognized for each spending 
over 200 hours annually as 
Hope Hospice volunteers. 
Irene Philips was honored as 
Volunteer of the Year. Hope 
Hospice is headquartered in 
Dublin.

Livermore Grad Active with 'More Than Me'

Maggie Muldoon with students in Africa.

2012
(continued from page 10)
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By Carol Graham
Driving by at 30 miles 

per hour, as Holmes curves 
into First Street, hundreds 
of rose bushes blur together 
creating a larger-than-life 
bouquet known as Hansen 
Park.  

Recently, members of 
the Livermore Amador Val-
ley Garden Club (LAVGC) 
have stepped up to vol-
unteer their expertise and 
energy in maintaining the 
park’s historic beauty - re-
sulting in the dual benefits 
of conserving city funds 
while fostering community 
involvement.   

“In October, we 
dead-headed the roses,” 
said Lydia Roberts, who 
is heading the effort. 
The technique is used to 
remove spent blossoms en-
forcing a plant to rebloom.  
“We have a pruning day 
scheduled for January.  

We hope to take over the 
general maintenance of the 
roses, including fertilizing, 
mulching, and restoring or 
replacing roses.”

Such community stew-
ardship is promoted and 
valued by the city.  “There 
have been cost reductions 
to landscape maintenance 
over the last several years.  
Additionally, there have 
been efforts by Mayor 
Marchand and the City 
of Livermore to foster 
community involvement 
and engagement,” said 
Jeff Shafer, of Livermore’s 
Public Works Department.  
“The efforts of the garden 
club have clearly enhanced 
the maintenance of the rose 
garden.  The city values 
and appreciates all of their 
efforts.”

Hansen Park, often re-
ferred to simply as the rose 

Garden Club Steps Forward to Keep 
Roses Blooming at Hansen Park

(See GARDEN, page 4)

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

A variety of roses bloom at the garden.
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The 7th annual East 
Meets West exhibit, featur-
ing paintings, photographs, 
sculpture and poetry, will 
be held in January at the 
Civic Center Gallery in the 
main Livermore Library, 
1188 S. Livermore Ave.

A reception is scheduled 
for Saturday, Jan. 5, 12:30-
4 p.m. The public is invited 
to attend at no charge.

Livermore artist Lily Xu 
originated East Meets West 
in 2007 to celebrate paint-
ings from both Asian and 
Western traditions.  Over 
the years, she has expanded 
the mission to include more 
contemporary-style work 
and art in various mediums. 
Poetry was added begin-
ning in 2011.

In addition to Xu’s paint-
ings, this year’s exhibit in-
cludes works of art by Bill 
Paskewitz, the late Merilyn 
“Tilli” Calhoun, Walter 
Davies, Kurt Fehlberg and 

Katie Caulk; as well as po-
etry by Cher Wollard, Jim 
Curcuro and Kay Speaks.

The participants are:
• Xu combines traditional 

Chinese and contemporary 
Western techniques to 
create highly decorative 
works. 

Xu was born in China. 
She is a fourth-generation 
artist. She studied Chinese 
literature and fine art at 
Beijing University before 
immigrating to the United 
States in the early ‘90s. She 
spent time in New Jersey, 
Michigan and Austin, TX, 
where she founded the 
Austin Chinese Fine Arts 
Society.

She and her family 
moved to Livermore in 
2004. 

Xu is especially skilled 
at Chinese watercolor 
and ink drawings, using 
simple brush strokes and a 
heavy use of color on rice 

paper, depicting flowers, 
birds, scenery, figures, and 
animals. 

She has conducted inten-
sive research in combining 
color and ink, lines and 
curves in her paintings. Her 
distinctive personal style 
includes forceful, fresh, 
rhythmical brushstrokes - 
a perfect combination of 
Western and Chinese forms 
of expression. 

Xu has received many 
awards in juried exhibi-
tions, nationally as well as 
in local communities. Her 
work has been published 
in the Austin American-
Statesman, Austin Woman, 
The Independent, Pleasan-
ton Gazette, LPC Anthol-
ogy and “Where a Painter 
meets a Poet.”

Xu is a member of 
Pleasanton Art League and 
Livermore Art Association, 
and is on the board of di-
rectors for the Multicultural 

Artists Partnership.    
• Paskewitz is a full-time 

faculty member in the Art 
Department of Las Positas 
College, and has taught 
many of the best-regarded 
artists in the Tri-Valley. 

He studied at the pres-
tigious School of Art at 
Cooper Union and earned 
a Master of Fine Arts from 
City University of New 
York. On vacation in Cali-
fornia after graduation, he 
decided to stay and never 
went back.

A world traveler, his 
work includes watercolors 
and oils of his Antioch 
home and environs, as well 
as subjects from his various 
trips to Europe, Egypt, 
Russia, and beyond.

Paskewitz looks for 
spontaneity and a dialogue 
with his subjects. He has 
a real rapport with shapes, 
forms, lines, light and 
content. Of his paintings, 

he explains, “I paint with 
varying brush pressures 
and gestures and I control 
transparent puddles of col-
or. I produce a memory of 
my experience. The images 
are the efforts made visible 
from my experiences.”

• Calhoun was an active 
member of the Livermore 
Art Association, the Liver-
more Heritage Guild, the 
Livermore Cultural Arts 
Council, and was instru-
mental in helping to found 
the Livermore Art Associa-
tion Gallery and Carnegie 
Museum in downtown 
Livermore, circa 1974. 

She was a well-known 
artist in the community, 
and taught art and draw-
ing classes for many years 
through the Adult Educa-
tion program. 

Calhoun painted in a 
variety of mediums, mainly 
watercolor, and styles, 
including a “Grandma Mo-

ses” folk-art style, in which 
she captured the history of 
her family and Livermore.

She melded her artistic 
ability and a love of history 
to publish The Holm Fam-
ily Cookbook with the help 
of her daughters, sister and 
niece. 

Calhoun died unexpect-
edly this past Mother’s 
Day, due to complications 
from melanoma.

• Davies is a well-known 
photographer whose work 
has appeared in numerous 
shows in California and 
New Mexico.  

He has taken classes and 
workshops with photogra-
phers such as John Sexton, 
Jay Dussard, Bruce Barn-
baum, Ray McSavaney and 
Carol Rose Brown. His 
photographs are held in 
public and private collec-
tions throughout the West.

“I am neither a poet, nor 
a painter, nor a sculptor or 

Art Meets Poetry, East Meets West in Library Show

"Fair View, Holm Family Farm, Circa 1940," by 
TillieCalhoun "Hollyhocks" by Katie Caulk "Spring" by Bill Paskewitz
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Big Fat Kiss Off 
Comedy Show XX

Will Durst and Friends
FRI DEC 28 8pm

 New Year’s 
Eve with 

Flash Cadillac
Retro Rock n Roll
MON DEC 31 8pm

Rhonda Vincent
The New Queen of Bluegrass

THU JAN 3 7:30pm

Mardi Gras Dance 
Extravaganza

Livermore School of Dance Jazz 
FRI JAN 11 7pm

Tom Wopat
A Crooner in the Sinatra Tradition 

SAT JAN 12 8pm

The Full Monty
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

JAN 19,20,25,26,27 2 & 8pm 
FEB 1,2,3 2 & 8pm

Gary Mule Deer
Unique Blend of Music and Humor

TUE JAN 22 7:30pm

International 
Guitar Night

Global Greats of Acoustic Guitar
WED JAN 23 7:30pm

Mardi Gras Dance 

Big Fat Kiss 
Comedy Show XX

Big Fat Kiss 
Comedy Show XX

Big Fat Kiss 

Flash Cadillac

Livermore School of Dance 

A Crooner in the Sinatra Tradition 

Unique Blend of Music and Humor

wordsmith,” he says.  “The 
muse that has captivated 
me is the beauty and mys-
tery of light and shadow. 
I attempt to explore their 
play and dance, contrasts - 
both hard and soft, with the 
music of color, all through 
the eye of a camera. The 
exploration is incomplete 
however, until experi-
enced through the eyes of 
a viewer. Please join me 
and share my vision, while 
viewing these images.

Davies also serves on the 
Livermore Cultural Arts 
Commission.

• Fehlberg learned to 
throw pots from his father 
in the basement of their 
Montana home.  

He earned a Masters of 
Architecture at Montana 
State University, while 
also studying ceramics, 
life drawing, lithography 
and jewelry.  Fehlberg’s 
architectural career took 
him to Anchorage, and 
he furthered his study of 
ceramics at the University 
of Alaska. 

He and wife Lauri moved 
to the Bay Area in 1987, 
and he took a 20-year hia-
tus from working with clay. 

When Fehlberg returned 
to ceramics, he experi-
mented with a westernized 
Japanese raku process.

“Pots are removed from 
the kiln with tongs at a 
red-hot 1800 degrees and 
immediately placed in a 
container of newspaper and 
sawdust,” he says.  “The 
smoke from the fire black-
ens the bare clay body and 
adds carbon to the glazed 
surfaces. “

His most recent work 
has been wood fired in 
Anagama or Noborigama 
kilns, traditional Korean or 
Japanese wood-fired kilns. 
The way the wood ash is 
deposited on the clay body 
is particularly suited to the 
wheel-thrown and altered 
forms that Fehlberg favors. 

The Fehlbergs are cur-
rently building a studio out-
side of Bozeman, Montana, 
where they plan to pursue 
ceramics, jewelry, furniture 
design and architecture. 

• Caulk’s contemporary 
multi-colored linocuts 
convey naïve art simplicity 
with their subtlety of detail 
and flat planes of colors. 

“Carving into linoleum 
is a welcome process of 
precision and reflection for 
me” she says. “Self-taught, 
I jumped fulltime into the 
art scene ten years ago 
when the kids entered col-
lege. I started with painting 
oils and acrylics, but now 
linocut is my passion.”

Her linocuts have been 
published as cover art, and 
granted awards. 

As a former board 
member of the Tri-Valley 
Artist’s Guild, Caulk 
helped organize the an-
nual Livermore Art Walk, 
and was featured as the 
2009 Livermore Art Walk 
artist in The Independent. 
She also contracts for a 
self-publishing company, 
designing book covers and 
book interiors.

A long-time Livermore 
resident, she moved to 
Placerville last year, where 
she works from her studio 
in a barn overlooking the 
country life she loves. 

• Wollard is currently 
serving her second term as 
poet laureate of Livermore.

In My Other Life, a vol-
ume of her original poems 
and paintings, was pub-
lished in 2010 by Richer 
Resources Publications.

Wollard’s poems and 
short stories have appeared 
in A Bird Black as the Sun: 
California Poets on Crows 
and Ravens, The Carquinez 
Review, The Gathering, 
Saturday Salon Literary 
Harvest and A Taste of the 
Valley, as well as other 
publications. 

She has won numerous 
regional awards, including 

the Grand Prize at the 2004 
Bay Area Poet’s Dinner, the 
Gold Ribbon for Poetry at 
the 2002 Alameda County 
Fair, and two Lydia Wood 
Awards for prose and 
poetry, as well as second 
place in short-script writing 
from the Southern Califor-
nia Film Academy in 2001. 

Wollard spent two years 
as a participant in Ellen 
Bass’s poetry workshop. 
She is a member of the 
Ina Coolbrith Circle and 
a founding member of the 
South Bay chapter of the 
American Screenwriters 
Association. 

Wollard spent 27 years 
as a reporter, columnist and 
editor at various Bay Area 
newspapers, most recently 
the San Jose Mercury News 
(1990-2000). She now 
works as a local Realtor 
and writes articles about 
real estate for The Indepen-
dent.

• Speaks began writing 
poetry in 2007, and won 
her first of five subsequent 
Alameda County Fair Sil-
ver Awards that same year. 

"Peonies Blossom" by Lily Xu

The photo above is by 
Walt Davies; the pottery at 
right was created by Kurt 
Fehlber.

(continued on page 4)
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She is a member of 
numerous local area 
poetry critique and writing 
groups, and participates in 
open mic poetry readings 
in the East Bay. 

Her poetry often reflects 
her Chinese and Irish 
ethnicity, as well as her 
interest in family history 
research and photography.

As a first generation 
Chinese American and 
avid genealogist, Speaks 
has had Chinese exhibits 
on display and has lectured 
on her Chinese family 
history at both the Pleasan-
ton Museum on Main and 
Livermore Heritage Guild. 

She is an active member 
of the Livermore-Amador 
Genealogical Society 
and lectures on geneal-
ogy research techniques 
in Northern and Central 
California. 

A member of the Liver-
more Valley Camera Club, 
her photography has been 
displayed at the Livermore 
Public Library and the 
Alameda County Fair.

Speaks has been a corpo-
rate controller and director 
of information technol-
ogy, and is currently an 
information technology 
manager for Pleasanton-
based Leisure Sports Inc.

• Jim Curcuro, a long-
time resident of Liver-
more, has displayed his 
poetry in previous East 
meets West exhibits, as 
well as the Third Bien-
nial Ekphrasis exhibition 
for the City of Livermore, 
Blacksmith Square shows 
and the Alameda County 
Fair.

His poetry has won 
numerous awards, includ-
ing “Best in Show” in the 
2010 Alameda County Fair 
as well as Silver awards in 
the 2011 and 2012 Alam-
eda County Fair.

Curcuro’s real passion is 
“open mic” events, where 
can share his humor as 
well as his thought-pro-
voking poetry with others.

ART SHOW
(continued from page 3)

Mrs. Eva Schloss will 
share her experiences as 
the childhood friend and 
stepsister of Anne Frank, 
including accounts of 
the publishing of Anne’s 
famed diary. The program 
will be held Mon., Jan. 14. 

The presentation will 
take place at the Amador 
Theater in Pleasanton at 
7:30 p.m. It is suitable 
for teenagers. Families 
of all faiths are invited 
to attend. This is a spe-
cial opportunity to hear 
a first-hand account from 
someone whose life in-
tersected with one of the 

Historic Evening with
Anne Frank’s Stepsister Scheduled

most compelling figures in 
our history.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 
a Pleasanton based Jewish 
community center of Jewish 
life, is honored to sponsor 
the evening. Tickets are 
available at: www.Jewish-
TriValley.com.

In 1938, Germany in-
vaded Austria, causing many 
Jewish families to flee Aus-
tria to avoid persecution. 
Among the emigrants was 
8-year old Eva Geiring-
er, who with her mother, 
brother, and father moved 
first to Belgium and then to 
Holland, where one of her 

neighbors was a German 
Jewish girl of the same age.

The two girls became 
fr iends and playmates 
(though, as Eva would say 
many years later, the girl 
was “much more grown-up 
and mature than me”). They 
passed the time by skip-
ping, playing hopscotch and 
marbles, and drinking lem-
onade that the girl’s mother 
prepared.

Ultimately, both girls and 
their families were deported 
to the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp. Later they would 
become stepsisters.

Eva survived her con-

centration camp experi-
ence and made her way to 
England, where she married 
Zvi Schloss and raised three 
daughters. She worked as a 
studio photographer and ran 
an antique shop.

Her stepsister did not sur-
vive Auschwitz, but kept a 
diary that did. Her name was 
Anne Frank. Since 1985, 
Eva Schloss has devoted 
herself to holocaust educa-
tion and global peace. She 
has recounted her wartime 
experiences during more 
than one thousand speaking 
engagements. She has writ-
ten two books and has had 

a play written about her 
life. In 1999 Eva signed 
the Anne Frank Peace 
Declaration along with 
United Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan and 
the niece of Raul Wallen-
berg, a legendary figure 
who rescued thousands of 
Jews in Budapest.

Ticket prices are $36 
for floor, $30 for balcony, 
$18 for seniors and $15 
for students. A VIP pack-
age featuring priority seat-
ing and a private reception 
with Eva Schloss is also 
available.

park, got its start in the 
mid-1930s, evolving over 
the last eight decades.   
Many of the roses origi-
nally planted in the park 
were those hybridized by 
Dr. Walter Lammerts, a 
Livermore horticulturist 
who introduced 46 roses 
between 1940 and 1981, 

including Chrysler Impe-
rial,  American Heritage, 
Bewitched, High Noon, 
Queen Elizabeth and 
Starfire.

“In the 1990s, all of the 
roses growing in the park 
were labeled.  Unfor-
tunately, now all of the 
labels are gone,” said club 
member Karen Jefferson.  
“Some of the roses we can 
positively identify, such 
as Mr. Lincoln, Double 
Delight, Oklahoma, 
Gold Medal, Peace and 
Tropicana.  One of our 
efforts next year will be 
to attempt to identify 
the mystery roses in the 
park.”

The LAVGC is a 
non-profit educational 
service organization that 
promotes civic beauty, 
conservation of natural 
resources, and better 
horticultural practices.  It 

hosts workshops and of-
fers special interest groups 
including floral design, 
herb and culinary garden-
ing, and Mediterranean/
native plant cultivation.  

In addition to their 
work at Hansen Park, club 
members added 1,200 
daffodil bulbs last year 
to Boothill, commonly 
called Daffodil Hill for the 

GARDEN
(continued from front page)

yellow flowers that each 
spring cover the knoll on 
the corner of Wall Street 
and Stanley Boulevard.  
Members also tend the 
downtown flower pots in 
conjunction with Alden 
Lane Nursery, Livermore 
Downtown, Inc. and the 
City of Livermore. 

“We hope that we’ll 
be able to seek donations 

from companies and indi-
viduals to help in restor-
ing Hansen Park,” said 
Roberts.  “The Valley was 
once one of the main grow-
ing grounds for roses in 
the US.  We’d like to keep 
that history alive, restore 
it to its former glory, and 
showcase our heritage.”

For more information, 
visit www.lavcg.org. 
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By Carol Graham
As Sheryl Long Volk-

man sat atop The Wicked 
Master in a lineup waiting 
to hear who had won the 
74th Annual Tennessee 
Walking Horse Celebra-
tion’s Western World Grand 
Championship, the lights 
were turned off in the 
arena. 

A single spotlight 
danced across the horses 
as they shifted and nodded 
in the night air on August 
31st.  

“The winner was called 
out of the line up to ride 
around the arena under 
the spotlight and receive 
the award,” said Volk-
man. “I will never forget 
our victory pass: the smell 
of flowers on the floral 
horseshoe and the warm 
Tennessee air on my face 
as we rode. It was a dream 
come true.”

Volkman’s big win came 
on the final night of the 
10-day “granddaddy of 
Tennessee walking horse 
shows” held each year in 
Shelbyville, TN. 

Wicked Master, a 
10-year-old gelding, is 
named after his sire, Wick-
ed Gold, and his dam’s 
sire, Pride’s Royal Master. 
“His barn name is Dialed, 
because he is so dialed in,” 
said Volkman. “He’s very 
self-confident, and loves 
to perform and show. It’s 
obvious in competitions. 
He moves with a unique 
rhythm to his gait that 
makes him stand out.”

Horse gaits are the vari-
ous ways in which a horse 
can move, either naturally 
or as a result of specialized 
training. The Tennessee 
walking horse is known 
for its four-beat “run-
ning walk,” a gait unique 
to the breed that makes 
it a popular parade horse 
and performer in movies 
and television.  While the 
horses are known for their 

flashy movement, they also 
have a reputation for being 
calm, easy-going and easy 
to train. 

“Dialed has got a big 
personality,” said Volkman. 

“He loves what he does 
and will give his all for 
me because he knows it’s 
important to me. He nick-
ers for me when he sees 
me, or hollers for me when 

“It happened to be the 
day all the elementary 
school children came to the 
horse show for a field trip,” 
she said. “The silver on my 
western saddle is complete-
ly covered in Swarovski 
crystals. It’s very sparkly. 
I have a pretty horse. The 
kids took a liking to us. 
Every time I rode by a 
group of them they would 
scream for us. It was loud, 
but I loved it. 

“The kids were chant-
ing my number, 89. It was 
so amazing to hear them, 
it made me cry a little,” 
Volkman added. “A couple 
of years ago, I started 
requesting #89 at all of the 
shows. It’s John’s badge 
number (on the Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Depart-
ment). It’s been my way 
of having John there with 
Dialed and me when we 
show. The number is our 
good luck charm.”

With the April - Sep-
tember show season ended, 
Dialed is taking the winter 
off. “Many horses are 
always with their trainers 
and don’t spend extended 
time with their owners,” 
said Volkman. “I believe 
having Dialed home for 
the off-season has helped 
with his success. Dur-
ing the winter he is able 
to be a horse - turned out 
and taken for trail rides. 
It’s also strengthened our 
bond.”  

Along with keeping 
busy ensuring all gates are 
double-locked, Volkman 
will have memories of 
warm summer nights in a 
Tennessee arena to occupy 
her thoughts and warm the 
winter chill.  

“I still cry every time 
I think about winning the 
World Grand Champion-
ship,” she said. “It was a 
childhood dream. I never 
gave up trying even when 
it seemed impossible.”  

he hears my voice. Dialed 
is very smart and can open 
stall gates to let himself 
out, or to let out other 
horses to play. We have to 
double secure everything.” 

Volkman’s husband 
John bought the horse 
sight unseen as a Valen-
tine’s Day gift for Sheryl 
in 2006. “Dialed had been 
ridden in the mountains 
and used for camping. Our 
trainer felt he could be 
nationally competitive.”

The trainer was right. 
Along with the Western 
World Grand Champion-
ship, Dialed has won seven 
World Championships, 19 
International Champion-
ships and four International 
Grand Championships, 
along with a host of re-
gional awards. 

For Volkman, it’s been 
a gratifying trail from her 
picturesque rural childhood 

to the glamour of elite 
horse shows. “Growing up 
in Livermore was wonder-
ful,” recalled Volkman. 
“My friends and I rode our 
horses bareback, barefoot-
ed, in shorts, downtown 
to get a soda almost every 
day in the summer. We 
always swam in the arroyo 
with our horses.”

Nurtured by a family of 
adventurers (“My father 
Jack Long discovered a 
mountain range in Ant-
arctica which was named 
Long Gables after him,” 
said Volkman), the young 
girl developed a passion 
for horses, working hard 
to reach the point where, 
on the second day of this 
year’s Tennessee Walking 
Horse National Celebra-
tion, she earned first place 
in the English/Western 
Canter category. 

Grand Championship a Dream Come True

Sheryl Volkman competes with Wicked Master; in the lower photo, they take a victory pass.
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Livermore’s first 
school was built in the 
late 1860s not far from 
Robert Livermore’s home 
on what is today Portola 
Avenue. Before opening 
day, the community held 
a dance in the school to 
raise money for desks. 
The first teacher of the 
one-room school was Es-
ther Weeks, who taught 
13 pupils, six of them the 
children of one rancher. 
In the spring of 1869, 
the building was moved 
eastward to property on 
School Street. 

In the following year, 
another one-room school 
building needed for the 
growing enrollment 
was erected on the same 
site. At first James W. 
Guinn taught at these two 
schools; when he left he 
recommended Francis R. 
Fassett, and the school 
board hired him to be in 
charge. Julia Brier, who 
later became Fassett’s 
wife, was teacher of the 
primary department. 

A problem arose with 
the deed to this property. 
William M. Mendenhall 
donated a different block 
of land, and the two 
school buildings were 
moved to the lot on Fifth 
Street between South 
I and J about 1873. As 

Livermore Public School, 
Livermore Grammar School, Fifth Street School, 

Del Valle High School

Students marching in support of school bond issue in 1921, Livermore Heritage Guild

the town grew, so did its 
population of children.  A 
larger school was neces-
sary. The two original 
buildings were sold and 
moved off the lot.

In 1876 the architect 
and contractor for the 
new school was Julius 
L. Weilbye. The wooden 
building, 50 by 80 feet, 
was two stories high, 
with four classrooms 
on each floor. Only 
the interior of the four 
classrooms on the ground 
floor was finished at first. 
By 1883 both floors were 
completely finished, and 
250 students in grades 
one through eight attend-
ed from all over the city. 
There was an iron fence 
ran around the perimeter, 
a windmill supplied water 
from a well, sheds in the 
rear housed the students’ 
horses, and a bell hung in 
a belfry. 

The east side of the 
building was the boys’ 
side, and the west side the 
girls’ side. May Nissen 
remembered that whenev-
er the students lined up to 
go inside, a drummer boy 
played a march rhythm 
for them. In 1891 when 
Livermore High School 
opened, Livermore Public 
School’s name was 
changed to Livermore 

Grammar School, since 
it was no longer the only 
public school in Liver-
more.

By the 1920s, the 
school and its outdoor 
wooden fire escape were 
in poor condition. To 
finance a new school, 
the district would have 
to float a bond issue. 
Students, parents, and 
other concerned citizens 
mounted a campaign 
that included a parade 
through town and a per-
formance at the Sweeney 
Opera House, to gain city 
support. Leona Johnson 
McGlinchey said that as 
citizens arrived to vote 
at the school, students 
could see them through 
the windows, “so some 
of the boys would go out 
on the fire escape and 
shake the whole build-
ing to sort of give them a 
hint as to what should be 
done.” 

The $115,000 bond 
issue passed in October 
1921 by a large major-
ity. The present concrete 
building was erected and 
opened to its first pupils 
on 2 October 1922. H.H. 
Meyers, the architect, 
planned to build the new 
structure in front of the 
old school. 

This scheme allowed 

the children to attend 
school without interrup-
tion. After the wooden 
building was torn down, 
the auditorium of the new 
school was built in its 
place. Early in 1923, the 
school board purchased 
additional playground 
space south of the school, 
and Sixth Street was 
closed to traffic between 
South I and J Streets.

Meyers planned nine 
classrooms, each with its 
own adjoining cloak and 
hat room. The layout of 
the structure was in the 
form of an “H.” Three 
rooms on the west side of 
the “H” housed domestic 
science, manual train-
ing, and sewing. The 
kindergarten room at the 
northeast corner still has 
its fireplace. Meyers de-
signed two rooms above 
the main entrance to be 
used for community gath-
erings, such as the Farm 
Center, Health Center, or 
Red Cross. 

The auditorium 
consisted of a stage and 

seating for 500 people. 
Meyers also included 
a principal’s office and 
indoor restrooms. The 
Herald said, “The archi-
tect has embraced in his 
plans the very latest ideas 
in lighting, heating, and 
plumbing.” 

In September 1943 a 
fire destroyed the audito-
rium and the two meeting 
rooms above the office. 
Temporary repairs were 
quickly made. By moving 
the kindergarten to the 
high school building and 
a first grade classroom 
to the Methodist church, 
school was able to open 
on schedule on Septem-
ber 27. 

Renovations began the 
following summer and 
were completed by early 
1945. Because of war 
shortages, the auditorium 
was never rebuilt. The 
front part of it that had 
been inside the “H” be-
came the library. Perhaps 
at the same time, two 
more rooms were added 
to the east side of the 

“H,” and the sewing room 
became the cafeteria/multi-
purpose room.  

When the radiation 
laboratory came to Liver-
more, the resulting popula-
tion boom necessitated 
additional schools; first 
Junction (1951) and then 
East Avenue (1956) were 
built. Now the Livermore 
Grammar School was no 
longer the only grammar 
school in town, so its name 
was changed to Fifth Street 
School. Fifth Street El-
ementary School, because 
of declining enrollment, 
closed in June 1982. 

Del Valle Continuation 
High School took over 
the building in the fall 
of that year. I researched 
and wrote this column in 
response to Del Valle’s 
principal, Darrel Avilla, 
who had questions about 
the old building. He took 
me on an interesting tour 
of the school several days 
ago. 
(Readers can reach me at 
am50homan@yahoo.com.)
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Life Line Screening
Residents living in and 

around the Livermore commu-
nity can be screened to reduce 
their risk of having a stroke or 
bone fracture.  Fraternal Order 
of Eagles #609 will host Life 
Line Screening on 2/2/2013.  
The site is located at 527 N 
Livermore Ave. in Livermore.   

Screenings identify po-
tential cardiovascular condi-
tions such as blocked arteries 
and irregular heart rhythm, 
abdominal aortic aneurysms, 
and hardening of the arteries 
in the legs, which is a strong 
predictor of heart disease. A 
bone density screening to assess 
osteoporosis risk is also offered 
and is appropriate for both men 

and women.
Packages start at $149.  

All five screenings take 60-
90 minutes to complete.  For 
more information regarding 
the screenings or to schedule 
an appointment, call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit our website 
at www.lifelinescreening.com.  
Pre-registration is required.

Excel Classes Offered
The Pleasanton Library is 

presenting Microsoft Excel 
classes in  beginners, interme-
diate, and expert level classes.  
Gain skills for career advance-
ment, learning formatting, 
advanced formulas, visual 
basic programming, and more.  
Classes are taught by a finance 

professional with 9 years of 
experience.

Sign up for one, two, or three 
sessions from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
at the Library.

The schedule is Tuesday, 
January 8:  Beginners Excel; 
Tuesday, January 15: Intermedi-
ate Excel; and Tuesday, January 
22: Expert Excel (includes VBT 
Programming).

Registration is required, as 
space is limited.  Ask at the 
Reference Desk or call 925-
931-3400, extension 7.

Library programs are free 
and open to everyone. Call 
Merry Luskin at 925/931-3400 
for information.

The library is located at 400 
Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.

Outdoor Programs
The presentations listed 

below are free and open to the 
public, and will be held at REI, 
7099 Amador Plaza Road, in 
Dublin. The public may contact 
REI Dublin’s Customer Service 
Department for more informa-
tion, (925) 828-9826.

• Discover Lassen in Winter: 
7 pm–8:30 pm, Thursday, Janu-
ary 10: Home to the southern-
most volcano in the Cascade 
Range (Lassen Peak), as well 
as remarkable hydrothermal 
features (steam vents, mud 
pots, and boiling pools), Las-
sen Volcanic National Park 
is a fascinating wilderness to 
explore in all seasons.  Tonight, 
Kevin Sweeney, park ranger and 
member of Lassen Backcountry 

Ski Patrol, will lead a digital tour 
of Lassen’s winter wonderland, 
as he shares images of some 
of his favorite day trips and 
overnight adventures. Learn 
about the park’s unique natural 
treasures, as well as the gear and 
skills needed to safely explore 
its snowy terrain.  

• Snowshoeing Basics: 9 
am–10:30 am, Saturday, Janu-
ary 19. Snow sports specialist 
Mike Dubrall will present a class 
on the basics of snowshoeing. 
He will show  how to select 
appropriate gear and give tips 
on where to go snowshoeing 
in the area. 

• Winter Backcountry Trav-
el–Safety & Survival Tips 7 
pm–8:30 pm, Thursday, January 
24, Pinecrest Nordic Ski Patrol 

Representative Keith Gale will 
teach how to best prepare for 
the potential hazards of winter 
backcountry travel. Participants 
will find out about the latest on 
accident prevention techniques, 
rescue fundamentals, and how to 
increase chances of survival, if  
lost, or facing other unexpected 
emergencies, in the winter 
wilderness.  

• Ski/Snowboard Waxing 
Basics: 9 am–10:30 am, Satur-
day, January 26, REI technician 
Jill Brown will teach partici-
pants how and why waxes work 
and all about base preparation–
structure, major and minor re-
pair, and stone grinding. Please 
bring questions, and leave skis 
or snowboards at home. 

The  San  F ranc i sco 
Shakespeare Festival recent-
ly celebrated its 30th year of 
producing Free Shakespeare 
in the Park in San Fran-
cisco. As it launches into 
the next decade of bringing 
Shakespeare to audiences 
of all ages, ethnicities, and 
backgrounds, the Festival 
has announced that Rebecca 
J. Ennals will assume the 
newly created position of 
Artistic Director.  

Ennals supports Execu-
tive Director Toby Leavitt 
in shepherding SF Shakes’ 
mission to make the words 
and stories of Shakespeare 
accessible to all. 

This summer, in an ef-
fort to reach new audiences 
and show that “all the city 
is a stage,” the company 
produced “30 Days of Free 
Shakespeare in the Parklet” 
– free, site-specific “pop-
up Shakespeare” scenes 
in parks and parklets all 
over the city of San Fran-
cisco – an ambitious project 
that surprised and delighted 
audiences who happened 
across it.

During her 10-year ten-
ure with the company, En-
nals has worked with Leavitt 
to develop the company’s 
growing roster of education 
programs – Shakespeare On 
Tour, which brings a short 
version of a Shakespeare 
play to schools, libraries, 
and community centers all 
over the state; Bay Area 
Shakespeare Camps, which 
allow children aged 4-18 
to perform the plays them-
selves; Midnight Shake-
speare, which gives chil-
dren and young adults in 
low-income schools and 
communities the opportu-
nity to experience the joy 
of collaboration and per-
formance; Civic Arts Stage 
Company, which presents 
literature-based youth the-
atre featuring local kids and 
adults in Pleasanton; as well 
as the company’s two new-
est programs: Tailor-Made 
Shakespeare, which unites 
SFSF’s Resident Teach-
ing Artists with schools 
and home-school groups to 
bring active, project-based 

Shakespeare instruction into 
the classroom, and Shake-
speare for All, which takes 
SFSF directors and actors 
into rural communities to 
engage with citizens of all 
ages and help them express 
themselves through produc-

tions of Shakespeare. Shake-
speare for All was made 
possible through a generous 
grant from the James Irvine 
Foundation.

“I’m thrilled to have the 
opportunity to increase SF 
Shakes’ impact here in the 

Bay Area and throughout the 
state,” says Ennals. “I feel 
that what we do is unique 
in the theatre community 
and wonderfully, deeply 
San Franciscan, and I want 
to celebrate that and share 
it with as many people as 
possible. I love that our au-
dience members bring their 
dogs and kids and bottles of 
wine to the park and make 
their own kind of theatre ex-
perience. I love the die-hard 
fans who followed us from 
parklet to parklet all over 
the city. I love that at our 
touring shows, the kids talk 
back to the actors. I believe 
Shakespeare wrote for these 
kinds of audiences.”

Ennals will work with 
Resident Director Kenneth 
Kelleher, who has directed 
Free Shakespeare in the Park 
since 2003. For the com-
pany’s 31st season, Kelleher 
will direct Macbeth. Gen-
erally regarded as one of 
the Bard’s major tragedies 
(along with Hamlet, Othello, 
and King Lear), this is the 
first time SF Shakes has 
produced it for Free Shake-

speare in the Park.  
In 2014, Ennals will 

direct The Taming of the 
Shrew. Her 2006 production 
of Shrew at Shakespeare at 
Stinson was named one of 
the top ten Bay Area shows 
of the year by the Pacific 
Sun. Ennals’ production will 
use cross-gender and non-
traditional casting to explore 
the gender dynamics of the 
play, and preserve the rarely-
performed Christopher Sly 
framing device.

Free Shakespeare in the 
Park begins in Pleasanton’s 
Amador Valley Community 
Park, with performances in 
the month of July, before 
moving to Cupertino’s Me-
morial Park. The company 
will then return to Redwood 
City after its successful 
debut there last summer, 
before finishing its run in the 
Presidio of San Francisco 
in September. Exact dates 
will be announced in early 
2013. Admission is free. For 
more information, call the 
San Francisco Shakespeare 
Festival at (415) 558-0888 
or visit www.sfshakes.org 
 

San Francisco Shakespeare Festival Opens Summer Show, 'Macbeth,' in Pleasanton

Pictured from left are Rebecca J Ennals and Toby K. 
Leavitt.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Seasons of the Valley by Bettie 
Goosman, An exhibit of large oil 
paintings and gicle'es depicting the 
"Seasons of the Valley" currently on 
display through early January 2013 
at the Purple Orchid Resort and 
Spa, 4549 Cross Rd., Livermore. Art 
can be viewed every day from 8am 
to 6pm except when an event is 
being hosted. For more information 
call (925)606-8855.

Body of Movement Art Exhibit by 
Linda Ryan at Cuda Ridge Wines 
through Jan. 6, 2013. The winery 
is located at 5385 East Avenue in 
Livermore. Regular Winery Hours: 
12-4:30 Fri-Sun; Available by appt. 
at 510.304.0914.

Works by artist Maryann Kot, “Cel-
ebrating Reality,” will feature paint-
ings in oil, watercolor, and colored 
pencil. The show is open  through 
Jan. 20, 2013 at the Prudential CA 
Realty, 1780 First St., Livermore. 
For office hours contact Cher 
Wollard 925-824-4824 cherw@
cherw.com 

Collage Collection, Livermore Library 
show hosted by Livermore Art 
Association. Dec. 1-30. On view 
during regular library hours. 1188 
So. Livermore Ave.

Livermore Art Association winter 
show, January 1-31 at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Information at 
cheshirkat@mac.com.

California Watercolor Association 
Juried Exhibit, Jan. 17-Feb. 16, 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. Opening reception, Jan. 
19, 1 to 3 p.m. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

 
MEETINGS/CLASSES
Drawing the Head: Charcoal and 

Pastel on Paper, Instructor: 
Instructor: Ozell Hudson Jr. MFA, 
Academy of Art San Francisco. 
The series of classes: 10 Tuesdays 
January 8, 2013 to March 12, 2013, 
9 to 11 a.m. or 7 to 9 p.m. Each 
class limited to 8 students, age 12 
and above or strong interest in art. 
Fee $250. Become familiar with the 
technique known as chiaroscuro. 

Understand value and form. Learn 
about the importance of proportions, 
measuring and perspective, among 
other skills. For registration please 
contact Figurehead Gallery Gallery: 
925-337-1799 cell: 925-353-04

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore. Coffee, tea and refresh-
ments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about 
the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Classes, colored pencil basics and 
beyond taught by Maryann Kot. 
Starting Mon., Jan. 7 9:30 a.m. 
to noon or 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Jan. 
8 for five weeks. Bothwell Arts 
Center 2466 8th Street, Livermore. 
Sign up at Way Up Art and Frame, 
Livermore. 925-443 3388. Space 
is limited. 

Art Critique & Coffee Hangs at 
Coffee Ali, Friday at 10 a.m. sharing 
latest work and a gentle critique to 
fine tune work. Original paintings 
from a group of Local Professional 
and Emerging artists, with a New 
Theme, create New Works each 
month. Grab a cup of coffee and pull 
up a chair to hear what we have to 
say and enjoy Original Fine Art. For 
more information Google: Poetry on 
Canvas Pleasanton or call Claudette 
510 543-4776. 

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 

painting, print-making, sculpture 
and ceramics. For further informa-
tion please contact Thomasin 
Dewhurst at (925) 216-7231 or 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com or visit 
http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com/

Livermore Art Classes, Artist and 
art instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst 
offers art instruction to children 
and adults. Classes cover painting, 
drawing, sculpture, ceramics, 
collage, animation and construc-
tion. For further information 
please call (925) 216-7231 email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com or visit 
http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com

Pleasanton Poetry League, Catch 
the Wave and Play with Poetic 
Journaling lead by local Artist/Poet 
Claudette McDermott. E-Mail 
interest to PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.
Com. Meetings at local locations. All 
Poetry enthusiasts welcome. Get on 
the PPL mailing list: PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Piano lessons, Private and small 
group piano lessons available for 
beginning students. Lessons include 
playing practice, theory, expression 
and an introduction to various types 
of music and composers. Private 
classes are $15 per half hour and 
group lessons are $12 per student 
per half hour (up to 4 students). For 
more information please call (925) 
216-7231 email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/.

Young Artists' Studio has openings 
in its school year art classes for 
youngsters in grades 2 through 
high school and beyond. Classes 
will begin in October. All kinds of 
drawing and painting as well as 
printmaking and sculpture are of-
fered in our large and well equipped 
home studio. Peggy Frank has been 
providing art experiences for valley 
youth for over 30 years. Contact her 
by email at frank.a@comcast.net 
or by phone at (925) 443-8755.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Happy Holidays from Ruby Hill 

Winery, Sparkling Wine Special:  
Enjoy at at special Holiday Price 
of $11 through Monday, December 
31.  Open December 31 until 3pm.  
Closed January 1. 400 Vineyard Av-
enue  Pleasanton, (925) 931-9463.

Live Music At The Winemaker's Pour 
House, 2241 First Street - Liver-
more,  (925) 215-2656. Dec. 30, 3 
to 6 p.m., Live Music with Joey T; 
Jan. 4, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Meredith 
and the Mercenaries; Jan. 5 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Patty and Abigail.

Sip, Savor and Smoke.  An evening 
on the patio Port/Cigar pairing at 
The Winemaker's Pour House with 
CigarRV. Live Satellite TV’s set up 
with Saturday Afternoon Sports One 
cigar and Port flight with light ap-
petizers. $29 in advance $35 at the 
door. Thursday, Jan 11, 2012 1 pm - 
5 pm. 2241 First Street - Livermore,  
(925) 215-2656.

 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting 

room from 12 to 4; open every day 
if the gate is open and for sure on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
11 to 5. Red Feather Winery, 
5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.
redfeatherwinery.com

Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-
urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Tri-Valley Medieval and Renais-
sance Collegium playing 
session for amateur musicians, 
Peter Maund, director. Mondays 
7:30–9:30 p.m. 7600 Dublin Blvd., 
suite 370, Dublin. $25. Information 
collegium2011@gmail.com or 925-
424-1209 or 925-984-4395 

Mission Gold Jazz Band, playing 
at Castle Rock Restaurant, 1848  
Portola Ave., Livermore. 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. on Jan. 2 and 16.

San Ramon Symphonic Band 
Holiday Concert, Dec. 21, 7 p.m. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, Albion Rd., San Ramon; 
sanramonperformingarts.com. 
973-3343.

New Year's Eve with Flash Cadillac, 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Rhonda Vincent, bluegrass, Jan. 3, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Happy Birthday, Elvis! The Firehouse 
Arts Center celebrates Elvis Pre-
sley’s Birthday Weekend with The 
Early Elvis Tribute Show featuring 
returning hit group Jim Anderson & 
The Rebels. Saturday, January 5 at 
8 p.m., and Sunday, January 6 at 2 
p.m.  Tickets $15, $20, $25; child 
$12; senior $22; group discounts 
available.  Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the center Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.

The Chris Bradley Jazz Band will 
be playing at The Castle Rock Res-
taurant,  Livermore/at Portola Ave. 
Tuesday January 8, 2013 -7:30-
9:30, small cover, dance floor, live 
band, traditional jazz music.  

Manzarek-Rogers Band, Blues-Rock, 
Jan. 12, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 

Will Durst and Company take the year 2012 and skewer it with stand-up comedy, 
improvisation and loosely written sketches in the 20th presentation of "The Big Fat 
Year End Kiss Off." The show travels the Bay Area presenting a show that is written 
by the cast just before the end of the Christmas season. Material focuses on news 
highlights of the entire year.  Joining Will Durst is Pittsburgh native Johnny Steele, 
the improvisation duo of Debi Durst and Michael Bossier, Mari Magaloni, and Arthur 
Gaus.  This show is rated PG-13. It will be held Fri., Dec. 28 at 8 p.m. at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are available at www.bankheadtheater.org.
 

Tom Wopat Gary Mule Deer
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www.firehousearts.org
Tom Wopat, Jan. 12, 8 p.m. Bankhead 

Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

John McCutcheon, Sunday, January 
13, 2013, Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 4743 East Avenue, Liver-
more. www.asburylivepresents.com, 
925-447-1950.

Cypress String Quartet, Dvorak’s 
Voices, Jan. 13, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org

Audie Blaylock and Redline, 
Bluegrass, Jan. 18, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org

Gary Mule Deer, Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

International Guitar Night, Jan. 23, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Princess Ida, Lamplighters Music 

Theater performs Gilbert & Sullivan, 
Sat., Jan. 9, 8 p.m. and Sun., Jan. 
10 at 2 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www-
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

The Full Monty, Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre mainstage musical, week-
ends Jan. 19 to Feb. 3, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore, 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Rent, Pacific Coast Repertory Theater, 
weekends Jan. 25 to Feb. 10, 8 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848.

Avner the Eccentric, A master of the 
art of physical comedy. Jan. 29, 7 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

California Theatre Center, Miss 
Nelson Is Missing, 9:30 and 11 .m., 
Jan. 30, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Includes lesson 
guide. www.ctcinc.org., 800-606-
0424.

COMEDY 
Big Fat Kiss Off XX, Will Durst and 

Company. Dec. 28, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Comedy@ Firehouse Arts, Dennis 
Regan, headliner, G. King, opener, 
Wednesday, January 9, 2013 at 
7:30 pm. Firehouse Arts Center is 
located at 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. For tickets, call 931-
4848 or go to www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848.

DANCE
 Friday Evening Group Dance! Learn 

how to dance with great instructors 
from It's All About Dancing, new 
dance every week from Salsa, 
Tango, Swing and more. Group les-
son starts at 7:30, followed by open 
dance until 9:45 in our new location 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore; 925-449-9292. 
$15.

Mardi Gras Dance Festival, Liver-
more School of Dance, Jazz, Fri., 
Jan. 11, 7 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
 2013 Livermore Valley Wine 

Country Photo Contest, enter for a 
change to win a one-year member-
ship to Livermore Valley Wine 
Country (that means complimentary 
tastings for two at more than 40 
wineries!), 2 tickets to Barrel Tast-
ing Weekend (March 23 & 24, 2013) 
with a one-night stay at Hawthorn 
Suites (March 23, 2013). For entry 
information and entry form, go to 
the Livermore Valley Winegrow-
ers Association website at www.
lvwine.org

OPERA
 Opera San José Giuseppe Verdi’s 

Il trovatore. Set in 15th-century 
Spain, Verdi’s classic has it all: ven-
geance, war, jealousy, and passion 
with an emotional, heart-stopping 
score including one of the most 
famous choral melodies ever writ-

Livermore School Of Dance Jazz Company presents a Mardi Gras Dance Extravaganza Friday, January 11 at 
7:00pm at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore. This dance performance is filled with colorful and exciting dances 
of Mardi Gras and other festive adventures.  It features all styles of dance including, Hip Hop, Contemporary, 
Musical Theater, Character, Tap, Jazz, and Modern. This family friendly performance will have music from the 
Lion King, Cirque du Soleil, New Orleans Jazz, and new music from today. A reception will be held immediately 
after the performance. The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are available at the 
box office, on-line at www.bankheadtheater.org or by phone at 373-6800.

ten, the “Anvil Chorus.”  Il trovatore 
will be sung in Italian with English 
supertitles. Eight performances are 
scheduled from February 9 through 
24 at the California Theatre, 345 
South First Street in downtown 
San José. Tickets are on sale at 
the Opera San José Box Office, by 
phone at (408) 437-4450 or online 
at www.operasj.org. Il trovatore is 
made possible, in part, by a Cultural 
Affairs Grant from the City of San 
José.

Metropolitan Opera Schedule, 
screening at Regal Hacienda 
Cinema in Dublin:  Un Ballo in 
Maschera, Jan. 9, 6:30 p.m.; Aida,  
Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m.; Les Troyens, Jan. 
5, 9 a.m., Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m.; Maria 
Stuarda, Jan. 19, 9:55 a.m., Feb. 6, 
6:30 p.m.; Rigoletto, Feb. 16, 9:55 
a.m., March 6, 6:30 p.m.; Parsifal, 
March 2, 9 a.m., March 20, 6:30 
p.m.; Francesca da Rimini, March 
16, 9 a.m., April 3, 6:30 p.m.; Giulio 
Cesare, April 27, 9 a.m., May 15, 
6:30 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current 
affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that 
have been covered include politics, 
governance, economics, military af-
fairs, history, sociology, science, the 
climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regard-
ing the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Historic photos sought, Pleasanton 
art patrons, Nancy and Gary Har-
rington, have created a historical 
mural of Pleasanton’s pioneer 
founders. They have been unable 
to find any photos or pictures of 

three of the founders: Walter Briggs/
Meadowlark Dairy; Tom Orloff/
Orloff Dairy; Con Nevin/Hop Farming 
Company. They have searched the 
Pleasanton Museum on Main, met 
with local historian, Charles Huff, 
visited/spoken with the historical 
societies of both Livermore and 
Dublin. The Harringtons are asking 
for help in locating pictures of these 
three historical figures. Anyone who 
has lived in the area for many years 
and who might have in their family 
albums any pictures of any of these 
three men, please contact them at 
nancyrh1@sbcglobal.net or call 
925-846-9757.

An Evening with George Burns, 
Tues., Jan. 8, 7 p.m. Museum on 
Main Ed Kinney Lecture series, Actor 
Duffy Hudson performs. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org. 

13th annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Fellowship Breakfast, hosted 
by theTri-Valley YMCA 7:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 a.m. on January 28 at the 

Hilton Pleasanton at the Club. 
Keynote speaker will be Pleas-
anton Police Chief Dave Spillar. 
All proceeds benefit leadership 
programs for Tri-Valley teens. For 
more information, or tickets contact 
Kelly O'Lague Dulka at kdulka@
ymcaeastbay.org or 263-4444. The 
Hilton is located at 7050 Johnson 
Drive in Pleasanton.

Particulate Matter,  by Rachel 
LePell of Chabot College, has been 
selected as the top original play of 
its regional (the Pacific Northwest, 
along with Northern California) and 
will be forwarded to Washington 
DC for the finals in the Mark David 
Cohen competition for excellence 
in playwriting across the United 
States. This award is part of the 
Kennedy Center’s American College 
Theater Festival.  

Jim Anderson performs 
in Happy Birthday, Elvis!
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by Harry Stoll
As the year ends, 

embattled Mitchell Katz, 
owner of the eno epony-
mous Mitchell Katz Win-
ery, must end operations 
at the large winery and 
elaborate tasting room on 
Vineyard Avenue in Pleas-
anton, owned by developer 
Michael Callahan. 

“I’ve moved my bonded 
winery to Buena Vista 
Avenue,” said Katz.  The 
California Department of 
Beverage Control (ABC) 
permit shows a change of 
location to 2481 Buena 
Vista Avenue and lists the 
permit as pending. The site 
is posted with the familiar 
large black on white “Pub-
lic Notice of Application to 
Sell Alcoholic Beverages” 
sign of the ABC. It is dated 
11.21.2012. It states any 
protest to the application 
must be received within 30 
days to be considered by 
the department. No protests 
could be found on the ABC 
web site.

The site also borders 
Tesla Road, and lays be-
tween Concannon Vine-
yard and Crooked Vine 
Winery,  a prime site for a 
tasting room.

Katz said he has heard 
there may be resistance 
from neighbors and intends 
to meet with them. Prop-
erty owner George Mueller 
points out that the prop-
erty is zoned by Alameda 
County for agriculture and 
a winery is a permitted 
operation on such land. 

Last spring, a “Do Not 
Occupy” sign from the 
county was posted on the 
barn that is to be the win-
ery and tasting room. That 
was the result of violations 

Mitchell Katz Winery Lease Expiring
Aims to re-open in February off of Tesla Road 

by the previous occupant, 
Lavish Laines Winery. 
County Building Official 
Allen Lang said several 
permits would be required 
to allow the barn to be 
brought up to code.

“We’re aiming for 
February 2,” said Katz 
about an opening date for 
the tasting room. A line on 
the wine menu board in the 
soon-to-be closed tasting 
room on Vineyard Road 
states Buena Vista Avenue 
is to be a temporary loca-
tion, “. . .  effective Feb 
2013.” A February opening 
may be overly optimistic. 
On December 21, there 
was no sign of construction 
at the barn.

“All the wine is made,” 
said Katz, responding to a 
question about how soon 
wine could be made at the 
Buena Vista Avenue site. 

Katz made the move 
to move to Buena Vista 
after losing a battle last 
summer and fall with the 
City of Livermore to build 
and operate a winery and 
tasting room on Hansen 
Road, near Arroyo Road. 
The Planning Department 
staff recommended ap-
proval, with 23 conditions, 
stating it met all the city’s 
requirements for the South 
Livermore Plan. "No, it 
doesn’t," said the Planning 
Commission in voting 5-0 
against the project. Neigh-
bors turned out in force to 
oppose it.  Katz said then 
he would come back with a 
revised plan for only a tast-
ing room. As reported by 
the Independent, a tasting 
room was approved for the 
site in October 2012.

Katz also appealed the 
Planning Commission’s 

decision to deny a winery 
to the Livermore City 
Council. At its December 
10 meeting, the council 
denied the appeal. As 
reported here, “The motion 
also included direction 
for staff to remove the 
possibility of locating a 
winery within the building 
already approved or on the 
adjacent site.”  That makes 
it clear no winery will be 
allowed at that site. Even 
if a tasting room were to 
open there, construction is 
a long way off.

Katz’s winemaking 
business has faced many 
difficulties. Mitchell Katz 
and his wife Alicia opened 
a winery business in 1998, 
with the wine originally 
made  in a warehouse 
in Benicia. In 2002 they 
moved into Michael Calla-
han’s new site on Vineyard 
Avenue. The winery and 
tasting room were built 
close to the site of the 
original Ruby Hill Winery, 
built in 1887 and destroyed 
by fire in 1989. The new 
building was designed with 
a nod to the original win-
ery and contained bricks 
from it.

Alicia and Mitchell 
originally named the win-
ery Jackson Cellars, stating 
it was named for their son. 
They have two sons. So-
noma’s gigantic Kendall-
Jackson Cellars threatened 
legal action to force a 
name change. “They have 
more lawyers than I have 
employees,” said Mitch-
ell Katz. The name was 
changed to Mitchell Katz 
Winery at Ruby Hill.

Later, Michael Callahan 
dissolved his partnership 
with Mitchell Katz and 

sold him his interest in 
the winery. He owned the 
trademark of Ruby Hill. 
Katz was forced to change 
the name and it became 
simply Mitchell Katz 
Winery. 

Callahan built a winery 
and commodious tasting 
room, at the intersection 
on Vineyard and Isabel 
avenues, downhill from 
the Mitchell Katz site and 
called it Ruby Hill Winery. 
Callahan said he severed 
relationships with Katz—it 
becoming a landlord-tenant 
relationship—because he 
would have been compet-
ing with himself.

Adding to the drama, 
Alicia and Mitchell have 
been going through a di-
vorce. A preliminary ruling 

gave control of the winery 
to Mitchell Katz.

In the local wine indus-
try there has been much 
talk about a rift between 
Michael Callahan and 
Mitchell Katz. You won’t 
hear it from them. They 
follow the local industry 
practice of not speaking 
badly of one another. Cal-
lahan said not renewing 
the lease was a business 
decision. He will make 
extensive changes to the 
winery atop the hill and 
re-name it Rubino Estates. 
“Rubino,” translates from 
Italian to “ruby.”

Mitchell Katz praises 
Callahan and said he 
wouldn’t be where he 
is today if it weren’t for 

Callahan. One place he 
will not be is Vineyard 
Avenue. One place he will 
be, maybe not real soon, 
is Buena Vista Avenue, 
among the many Tesla 
Road eno endeavors.  A 
good bet is that he will 
make wine, and operate 
a tasting room at Buena 
Vista and open a tasting 
room on Hansen Road. 
State regulations allow a 
second tasting room. His 
original idea was to have 
an event center and retail 
space. A large building was 
approved, with a tasting 
room occupying half of it. 
As reported in the Indepen-
dent, “… There was no use 
identified for the remainder 
of the building.”

  

The Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce is accepting 
nominations for its 50th 
Annual Community Ser-
vice Awards. Community 
members are encouraged 
to nominate businesses, 
non-profit organizations and 
individuals who have made 
a significant contribution to 
the Pleasanton community 
for five awards:  Business 
Philanthropy, Excellence 
in Business, Excellence in 
Service, Distinguished In-
dividual and Green Service.

The awards will be pre-
sented at the Communi-
ty Service Awards Gala 
in March at Pleasanton’s 
Firehouse Arts Center. The 
Community Service Awards 

began in 1963 to recognize 
good people doing great 
things in the community and 
since then hundreds of re-
cipients have been honored.

Anyone may submit 
nominat ions for  these 
awards. The efforts of these 
businesses, organizations 
and individuals make a real 
difference in the quality of 
life for everyone in Pleas-
anton. Nomination forms 
and information regarding 
the criteria for each award 
category are available on the 
Pleasanton Chamber web-
site, www.pleasanton.org.

Nominations are due 
January 15, 2013 and may 
be submitted via email su-

sie@pleasanton.org, faxed 
to 925.846.9697 or mailed 
to the Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce, 777 Peters 
Avenue, Pleasanton, CA, 
94566.  

The Pleasanton Cham-
ber presented five Com-
munity Service Awards in 
2012: Business Philanthropy 
Award: Sensiba San Filippo 
LLP; Excellence in Busi-
ness Award: Goodguys 
Rod & Custom Associa-
tion; Excellence in Service 
Award: Pleasanton Commu-
nity Concert Band; Distin-
guished Individual Service 
Award: Bob Athenour and 
Green Business Award: The 
Dahlin Group. 

Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce Taking 
Nominations for Community Service Awards
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board or email information to edit-
mail@compuserve.com. Include name of 
organization, meeting date, time, place and 
theme or subject. Phone number and contact 
person should also be included. Deadline is 
5 p.m. Friday.)

Book Sale, Friends of the Livermore Li-
brary on Sunday, January 6th from 12:00PM 
- 4:00PM, rain or shine, regular monthly 
book sale.  There will be craft books, fiction 
and classics, children’s books, and more.  
Outdoor plaza of former library, corner of 
Pacific Ave. & S. Livermore Ave.,Livermore.  
For more information, call 925-443-0766.  
Mention “The Independent” and save $2 
when spending $4 or more.

Pleasanton Library’s Project Read 
needs volunteer tutors to help adults with 
English skills. Workbooks, study guides and 
training provided. The next training session 
will be Sat., Jan. 12 from 1 to 4 p.m. Tutors 
should be at least 18 years old, fluent 
in American English but not necessar-
ily a native speaker and able to devote a 
consistent hour or two weekly to a student 
for a semester. For more information, email 
PennyJohnson@CityofPleasantonCa.gov, or 
call Penny Johnson, 925/931-3405. 

Diabetes Self-Management Classes, 
7- week series will teach how to manage 
diabetes with exercise, healthy eating and 
medications. Two locations: Fridays Jan. 11 
through Feb 22, 10 am -11:30 at the Dublin 
Senior Center and Sundays Jan. 13 through 
Feb. 24, 2:30-4:30 at Heritage Estates, 
Livermore. Class is open to adults of all ages 
(not just Seniors) with pre diabetes or type 
2 diabetes. Please call the Alameda County 
Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 to 
register. Space is limited.

Cheerleading Clinic taught by Amador 
Valley High School Competition Cheer Team, 
Sat., Jan. 12, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the high 
school, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
Open to K-8th grade. $45 preregistered, 
$50 at the door, sibling discount available. 
Includes lunch, snack, instructions and an 
Amador gift. Parent performance at 3:00 pm. 
Cheer at an Amador Basketball Game on 
Friday, January 25. Information, contact Sue 
Carlstrom at 925-600-7810 or carlstrom5@
att.net

Livermore LetsBellyDance. Friday 
January 11th, 7pm at the Dance Valley 
Theater, 2nd Street Livermore (By the Bank 
of the West). Classes are open to all adults, 
no need to pre-book, $15 on the door. Please 
come prepared to dance bare foot or with 
ballet shoes. www.LetsBellyDanceUSA.com, 
or contact Sara direct on 925 456 4404 or at 
LetsBellyDance@Hotmail.com

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Dec. 29, 38 miles to the summit 
of Mt. Hamilton, meet 10 a.m. at corner 
of Alum Rock Ave. and Mt. Hamilton Rd., 
Richard Hedges 447-6197. Sun., Dec. 31, 
55 miles from old Nob Hill parking lot in 
Livermore out to Collier Canyon, Highland 
and Morgan Territory and back, meet 9:30 
a.m. Marc Goroff, 373-1747. Mon., Dec. 31, 
35-55 miles from Heather Farm, meet 9 a.m. 
Richard Skow, 939-6964. Wed., Jan. 2, 35-
55 miles, from Heather Farm, meet 9 a.m. 
Richard Skow, 939-6964. Anyone planning 
to on a ride is asked to call the leader for 
details on where to meet and what to bring.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasan-
ton, 7 p.m. Wed., January 9. Participants will 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of 
the war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize ways of moving beyond this 
conflict to a more peaceful world. Peaceful 
War Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month, January 23, between 5 - 6 at the cor-

ners of First and Neal Streets.   Questions??  
Call Cathe Norman at (925) 462-7495; 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or 
kdowding@pacbell.net.  www.Pleasanto-
nians4Peace.org

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Lunch in Livermore, Dec. 30, 1 p.m., 
RSVP by Dec. 27 to Ruby, 462-9636. Lunch 
in Dublin, Jan. 6, 12:30 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 
2 to Athene, 846-0111. General meeting, 
birthday, Jan. 12, 1:30 p.m. in San Ramon, 
RSVP by Jan. 5 to Marsha, 830-8483. Lunch 
in Dublin, Jan. 15, RSVP by Jan. 12 to David, 
833-7647. Happy hour in Pleasanton, Jan. 
17, 5 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 15 to Marge, 828-
5124. Friendly bridge in Dublin, Jan. 19, 1 
p.m., RSVP by Jan. 12 to Jeanne, 361-6110. 
Pirate gift exchange lunch in Castro Valley, 
Jan. 20, 12:30 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 15 to 
Margaret, 510-782-1819. Lunch in San 
Ramon, Jan. 24, 11:30 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 
21 to Marsha, 830-8483. Crab feed dinner 
in Livermore, Jan. 26, 5 p.m., RSVP as soon 
as possible event sells out, Hilda, 398-8808. 
Lunch in Dublin, Jan. 30, 1 p.m., RSVP by 
Jan. 27 to Marge, 828-5124.

2013 Valley Humane Society Calendar 
is available for a $15 donation which helps 
animals all year long by funding much-
needed rescue and rehabilitation programs. 
3670 Nevada St., Pleasanton. www.
valleyhumane.org. 

M.I. Hummel Club, San Francisco Bay 
Chapter, meets second Saturday of each 
month at 1 p.m. at a member's home. 
Guests always welcome. Topics include 
sharing of Hummel figurine news and 
information. For information, contact Joan 
Mumma, club secretary, 447-5164 or www.
mumma.org/hummel/

Membership drive, Tri-Valley 
Republican Women Federated, a member 
of the California Federation of Republican 
Women, and the National Federation of 
Republican Women is now accepting new 
members. RWF is the largest, strongest, and 
oldest volunteer women's partisan political 
organizational network in the US. Mission 
is to see women (and men) from all age 
groups and walks of life as key players at 
the political table in national, state and local 
races. Monthly meeting with speakers and 
dinner, and meet with like minded women 
and men. Conduct voter registration at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market, provide high 
school seniors with scholarships, support 
local military support groups and veteran's 
activities. For more information contact 
Karan Healy, TVRWF Membership Chair, at 
kajore@aol.com.

Drop in computer tutoring, Need help 
with downloading E-Books from the library 
to your E-Reader, sending E-mail attach-
ments, social networking, blogging, general 
internet questions; Pleasanton Library 
offers assistant Thurs. 6 to 8 p.m. Ask at 
the Reference Desk or call 925-931-3400 
(press 7 for Ref. Desk). Library programs are 
free and open to everyone. No registration 
required. Call Merry Luskin at 925/931-3400 
for information.

Love-A-Doll Club meets on the second 
Thursday morning of each month. Share 
the love, knowledge and collection of dolls 
and doll related items. For more detailed 
information, call 925-447-5149. 

Assistance League® of Amador Valley 
invites all visitors to join this group of 
volunteers, reaching out to those in need 
in the Tri-Valley and having fun doing it. 
Regular meetings are held on the third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at the 
Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasanton. For 
more information, see our website, www.
amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, e-mail 
assistanceleagueamadorvalley@yahoo.
com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tuesday 

of the month at 10 a.m. in the second 
floor conference room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 900 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are welcome. 
Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 443-6655 or 
Lee Parlett 292-9280.

Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR), Josefa Higuera Livermore 
Chapter, meets 9:30 a.m. first Saturday 
of the month from September to May at 
Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 East 
Ave., Livermore. DAR is a women's service 
organization. Members are descended from 
a patriot of the American Revolution and 
are dedicated to patriotism, preservation of 
American history, and securing America's 
future through education. Contact Pat at 
447-8254 for more information.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children to 
age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of hav-
ing bipolar or other mood disorders. It meets 
First and third Tuesdays of each month 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at Pathways 
To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 
#114, Pleasanton. The group is drop-in, 
no registration required and is free. Suzi 
Glorioso by phone: (925) 443-1797 or by 
e-mail: glorios4@comcast.net

DBE Daughters of the British Empire, 
John McLaren’s Roses of Britain Chapter in 
the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 a.m. on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at Castlewood 
Country Club. DBE was founded in 1909 
and is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry with a 
focus on charity and fellowship. Those inter-
ested in helping with “the cause," enjoying 
social activities, and forming long-lasting 
friendships, please contact Edith Caponigro 
at 925-998-3500 or Jenny Whitehouse at 
925-484-1273 for additional information.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on 2012 programs and member-
ships, training philosophies and schedules, 
and all things TVTC, an all inclusive triath-
lon/marathon/endurance training program. 
www.trivalleytriclub.com.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation 
of comfort packages takes place every 
other week - all year long. Providing morale 
support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.org, 
email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

Pleasanton Military Families is a 
Pleasanton based support group for those 
who have a loved one serving in the Military. 
The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month to share concerns, 
fears, and to celebrate the joys that are 
experienced. There is no better support 
than being surrounded by others who know 
what you are going through. Three times per 
year, the group collect supplies and sends 
care packages to the troops. Please contact 
PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the location of 
the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intended 
to be a safe place for family members to 
come and share their experiences and 
concerns with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
Livermore Veterans Memorial Building, 
522 South L Street from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. For more information please call Tami 
Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or email livermore-
militaryfamilies@yahoo.

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in their 
community for as long as they are willing 
and able to do so. CRIL maintains offices in 
Hayward, Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers and 
affordable housing complexes to residents 
of Southern Alameda County. The Tri-Valley 
office is located at 3311 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore 94550 and can be reached by 
phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at (925) 
373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. Contemplative 
Service in the Chapel, 10:30 Traditional 
Service in the Sanctuary and children’s 
program. For more information www.fpcl.us 
or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 
10 a.m. with Sunday school for all ages 
at 9 a.m. Children's classes during adult 
worship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.net. 

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 
(925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Ar-
royo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 9:45 a.m. adult Bible 
study/Sunday school; 11 a.m. worship (in-
formal). For information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sunday 
worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, Sunday Ser-
vices 10:30 a.m. 545 No. L Street Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday 
school at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday 

at 7 p.m. followed by Bible study at 7:30 
p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program 
on Sunday morning and first Fridays. The 
community is welcome. United CC is an 
Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 
for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 
a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

The deaf community is invited to 
worship at First Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore, where ASL translation will be 
provided every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The 
church is located on the corner of 4th and 
L streets. 

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for 
all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call 
office at 846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. Sun-
day worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday school or Bible study for all ages 
at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday nights there is adult Bible study 
at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen for youth, and 
children's choir for kids. Child care during all 
events. 447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire 
La Scola at 447-9800.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Cornerstone 
Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. blended 
with choir and band. Childcare offered for 
infants through age 6 and children start 
in the worship service. 10:40 a.m. (new 
time) contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
925-846-4436

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 1040 
Florence Rd., Livermore. Sunday service at 
10 a.m. For details please see our website 
at www.stinnocent.net or call Fr. Leo Ar-
rowsmith at 456-0845. 

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospitality. 
For more information call the church office 
925-462-4802.

 St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 
678 Enos Way, Livermore, Sunday services 
with Rev. Joyce Parry Moore - Rector. 8:00 
am Contemplative Eucharist with Taize 
music, 9:15 am Godly Play and Adult Bible 
Study, 10:30 am Sung Eucharist with choir; 

child-care available. Youth Group every 
Sunday from 4:00pm to 5:30 pm in the 
Parish Hall and youth room; youth oriented 
programs "Rite 13" and "Journey to Adult-
hood." www.saintbartslivermore.com/ for 
more information.

 St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church 
(1928 Book of Common Prayer), 193 
Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sunday 
services: 8:45 a.m. (Low Mass) and 10 a.m. 
(High Mass with Sunday School). Other Holy 
Days as announced. For information, call 
msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 East 
Avenue, Livermore, worship service 10:30 
to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are welcome. 
925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are 
welcomed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 486 
S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. Bible Study/Sunday School 10:20. 
Bible Basics Class, which explores the main 
teachings of the Bible, meets at 7:00 Sunday 
night. Call 371-6200 or email pmjrmuel-
ler@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9:00 a.m. to 10:00a.m.. Worship 
Service 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat, an 
informal gathering to discuss ideas. Café 
Rumi, 4799 Heyer Ave., Castro Valley.  
Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat is an activ-
ity of the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, a Secular 
Humanistic Jewish community,  open to the 
entire community. (Non-members are asked 
to donate $5 per session.) Further sessions 
are scheduled for January 6, February 3, 
March 3, April 14, May 5, and June 2 with 
topics to be announced.  (925) 240-5612.

Grief workshops, bi-monthly sessions. 
St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge 
Dr., Pleasanton. 2nd and 4th Thursday 
Evenings at 7:30 PM. Jan. 10 & 24, 2013 
Feb. 14 & 28, 2013 and March 24, 2013. No 
preregistration is necessary. These sessions 
are open to all, regardless of religious 
affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty at 925-
846-5377 for more information.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church - holiday ser-
vices.Sunday, Dec. 30 Rev. Karen's month-
long theme on "Turning Resolutions into 
Realities" will feature a burning bowl/letting 
go ceremony. Sunday services are at 10 
a.m., 9875 Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro Valley. 
All are welcome. Children's church available.  
829-2733, www.trivalleyunity.com 

Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton. Dec. 30 one 
service at 10:30am with Communion.  Begin 
the New Year at Lynnewood. All welcome. 
www.lynnewood.org, 925 846-0221.
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Bong-Gi Min, son of Mr. Byoung Wook Min and Ms. Young 
Sik Sung of Dublin, was named to the Fall Term 2012 Deans’ List 
at Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, Connecticut. Choate 
Rosemary Hall is an independent secondary school enrolling 864 
boarding and day students from 37 states and D.C., and 44 countries.

Northwestern State University of Louisiana awarded degrees to 
849 students Friday at Fall Commencement Exercises in Prather 
Coliseum. Among the graduates was Livermore resident Drew 
Helenihi, bachelor of science. 

Grant Salk of Livermore, Calif., a first-year student in RIT’s B. 
Thomas Golisano College of Computing and Information Sciences, 
made the Dean’s List for the Fall 2012 quarter.

Members of the Tri-Valley YMCA Y-Princesses in the "Mohawk tribe" entertained seniors at the Heritage Estates in Livermore. The girls range in age from 1st 
through 6th grade. For the Christmas Caroling, the girls were dressed in  Santa Hats and Christmas attire along with their Y princesses vests. Santa was even 
on hand to help lead the sing along and pass out candy canes to all the seniors and the young girls. According to observers, everyone had a great time singing 
the old Holiday favorites.

Happy Anniversary to John and Jean Van Arsdale - 
congratulations on 60 years, December 27, 2012.


