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Inside PET OF THE WEEK
Got Milk?  This cute little kitty was named Milk for his white 
mustache.  He is young, playful, and very affectionate.  
He loves to sit in laps and give kisses.  To try some Milk, 
come to Valley Humane Society's Kitty City, located at 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton.  Open Tues-Sat from 11AM to 
5PM (closed most holidays.)  Call 925-426-8656 or visit the 
web site www.valleyhumane.org for more information.

RABBIT ADOPTION EVENT
Ginger is an adorable Mini Lop 
with lovely gray, brown and 
apricot hues. She’s a charming, 
young girl who will be an 
affectionate and adventurous 
bunny in a home of her own. To 
meet Ginger, join us at the East 
Bay SPCA, Tri-Valley located 
at 4651 Gleason Dr. in Dublin 
on Saturday, Jan. 2nd from 
11 am-4 pm. We’re ringing in 
the New Year with wonderful 
news. The East Bay SPCA has 
launched an expanded website 
with many new features and 
bunnies are everywhere. 
There is a lovely rabbit page 
with links to the Virtual Pet 
Adoption site. Coming soon 
will be information on rabbit 
care. Please visit the website 
www.eastbayspca.org or call 
925-479-9670 for more info. 

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with in-

formation about arts, entertain-
ment and special events. There 
are  education stories, a variety 
of features,  and the arts and 
entertainment and bulletin board 
listings.
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Livermore Charity Carolers were in downtown Livermore Dec. 23 in front of the Bankhead Theater. 
The college and high school youth were singing carols and collecting money for charity. For the 
past two years, the money has been donated to the Alameda County Food Bank. 

The City of Dublin has signed 
on to be a local sponsor for the 
Earl Anthony Memorial, the first 
of the Professional Bowlers As-
sociation tour stops in 2010.

The Lumber Liquidators PBA 
Tour Earl Anthony Memorial and 
the PBA Women’s Series Earl 
Anthony Memorial are returning 
to Earl Anthony’s Dublin Bowl 
after 18 years.  The event is being 
held from January 12-17 and will 
conclude with live ESPN televi-
sion coverage at 10 a.m. PST on 
the last day.  

“The City is very pleased to 
offer its support for this exciting 
event,” said Mayor Tim Sbranti.  
“We believe that this event will 
help boost tourism in Dublin and 
the Tri-Valley area, as well as 
shine a positive spotlight on our 
community.”

The tournament will include 
pro/am squads on Saturday, Jan. 
16, where  men, women, senior 
and youth league bowlers will 
have a chance to bowl with the 
stars of the PBA Tour.

Schedule of Events:
Tuesday, Jan. 12: 8 a.m. – 

Lumber Liquidators PBA Tour 
and PBA Women’s Series pre-
sented by BOWL.COM Tour 
Qualifying Round (7 games)

Wednesday, Jan. 13: 10 a.m. 
– PBA Tour Round of 64 Round, 
(7 qualifying games); 5 p.m. 
– PBA Women’s Series Round 
of 20 (7 qualifying games)

Thursday, Jan. 14: 10 a.m. 
– PBA Women’s Series Round 
of 20 (7 qualifying games); 5 
p.m. – PBA Tour Round of 64 (7 
qualifying games); Cut to top 28 
PBA Tour players; top four quali-

Dublin Signs 
On to Sponsor 
Pro Bowlers 
Tour Stop  

(See BOWLING, page 12)

By Ron McNicoll 
A total break in a pipeline 

that was being used temporarily 
to carry water from Del Valle 
reservoir to Zone 7 Water Agency 
facilities has forced the water 
wholesaler to switch to pumping 
entirely from its wells. 

The 160-foot-long pipeline 
break also sent large volumes 
of mud downhill into the Wente 
Vineyard Estates parking lot and 
part of the golf course on the 
afternoon of Dec. 23. Clean-up 
operations were underway on the 
same day, although some mop-up 
efforts were still being made this 
week. 

It will take two months to 
fix the pipeline. However, Val-
ley water quality will return to 
normal much sooner, because 

Valley Missing Softer 
Water Because 
Of Pipeline Break 

the South Bay Aqueduct (SBA), 
the main pipeline to Zone 7, is 
expected to be on-line again on 
Jan. 11, said Don Strickland, a 
spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources(DWR). 
The agency operates the SBA as 
part of the State Water Project. 

The pipeline was being used 
as an alternative to the SBA main 
pipeline during its construction 
work. The main pipeline is being 
modified to carry more water to 
Zone 7 for its future needs. 

DIFFERENCE WILL BE 
ON GLASSWARE 

Zone 7 well water is harder 
than the usual state SBA water. 
However, Zone 7 already mixes 
its well water with the SBA sur-
face water. With Zone 7 going to 

(See  PIPELINE, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll 
Doctors, nurses and midwives 

in Kosovo are being trained by 
ValleyCare Health System’s staff 
in an effort to lower the nation’s 
high infant mortality rate. 

ValleyCare received word one 
year ago that it was recognized 
by the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) as 
one of three parties that would 
work on the problem of creating 
infrastructure to educate health 
practitioners in Kosovo for pre-
natal and postnatal care. 

ValleyCare board member 

David Mertes visited Kosovo 
last January and again in March 
to set up the groundwork for the 
program. A hospital in Provi-
dence, R.I., and the American 
International Health Alliance 
(AIHA) are partners with Val-
leyCare. The team works under 
the auspices of USAID. 

Because the nation is new, and 
most citizens are low-income, it 
lacks a strong infrastructure to 
deliver good perinatal care, said 
Mertes. 

ValleyCare sent a delegation 
to Kosovo in May. It consisted 

of retired ob/gyn Dr. Michael Ra-
nahan, ValleyCare vice president 
and chief nursing officer Jessica 
Jordan, and perinatal instructor 
Shelley Barnill. 

As a team, the three visited 
five hospitals in five days, in-
structing a total of 150 doctors, 
nurses and midwives, said Jor-
dan. Ranahan worked with the 
obstetricians about what to do 
if the mother starts bleeding in a 
postpartum hemorrhage. 

Jordan and Barnhill taught 
the medical personnel how to 
undertake post-natal resuscita-

tion. Using mannequins, stetho-
scopes, and various small pieces 
of equipment, they showed how 
to conduct the procedures, then 
checked to make sure the learn-
ers knew it. 

It took some repetition, be-
cause some learners were embar-
rassed at making mistakes. “After 
five or 10 minutes, everyone got 
into it, including our translator,” 
said Jordan. 

The team left equipment with 
the Kosovars, with the promise 
they would conduct their own re-
fresher drills monthly. When Dr. 

Ranahan and Barnhill returned 
for a follow-up in September, 
they found that the drills had 
been held, although some people 
required a refresher course. 

 One difference between stan-
dard American medical prac-
tice and the Kosovar customs 
involved the Kosovar doctors’ 
prohibition about nurses us-
ing stethoscopes. “It’s a key to 
neonatal resuscitation. Several 
people have defined roles (in 
it). Checking the baby’s heart is 
critical. We obtained a commit-

ValleyCare Trains Kosovars to Aid Infant 

(See HEALTH, page 2)

Ashley Rodondi from Amador Valley High School was among a group of students who attend the 
inauguration of President Barack Obama in Washington, D.C.

(See REVIEW, page 2)

The State Budget Was One of the Top Stories of 2009
One of the ongoing stories 

of 2009, was the state’s budget 
crisis impact on all levels of local 
government.

Some of the highlights from 
the first six months include 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory retirees concern over 
a change in health care benefits, a 
battle to stop plans to build power 
lines through South Livermore, 
and the appeal of the decision 
that overturned the Oak Grove 
referendum. There was also an 
effort to expand high tech jobs 
in the Valley.

JANUARY 2009
Las Positas College an-

nounced plans to start a surgery 
assistants program to train people 
to perform functions now carried 
out by registered nurses during 
surgery. The college received a 
state grant of $161,176 to finance 
the program. 

ValleyCare Health System re-
ceived a $3 million grant to train 
doctors and nurses in Kosovo. 
The goal is to improve the qual-
ity of health care for women of 
child-bearing age and children. 
David Mertes, former ValleyCare 
board president coordinated the 
project.  The grant was from the 
U.S. Agency for International 
development.

Scott Haggerty was sworn in 
to serve his fourth four year term 
on the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors. He faced no opposi-
tion for the seat. 

Retirees of the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
protested changes in their health 
care coverage. They began or-
ganizing for a battle that is still 
ongoing to gain reinstatement 
into the UC plan. The Lab moved 
retirees from a group policy to in-
dividual policies. Those covered 
by Medicare or Blue Cross type 
plans said that they had to spend 

more out of pocket for the same 
coverage they had received under 
the old plan.

The Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory was noti-
fied by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) that it 
had to resume cleanup activities 
at the Lab or face escalating pen-
alties. A penaltyof  $105,000 was 
imposed by the EPA in response 
to the Lab’s failure to resume 
cleanup from July to September 
2008. The Lab is a Superfund 
site. A reduction in funding 
needed to continue the cleanup 
was the reason given  for the 
shutdown of the cleanup.

The Pleasanton School Dis-
trict sought input from the com-

munity concerning plans to go 
to the ballot for a parcel tax. The 
funds would be used to cover the 
$8.7 million budget deficit.

The Pleasanton City Council 
joined an amicus curiae brief to 
support the city of Irvine’s efforts 
to challenge regional housing 
needs assessment. City attorney 
Michael Roush told the council, 
“Pleasanton may at some time 
wish to challenge the regional 
housing needs assessment. Pleas-
anton should join this effort in or-
der to preserve the right of cities 
to have judicial review over this 
aspect of local planning.” The 
housing assessments in the Bay 
Area are assigned by ABAG in 
response to state guidelines.

Local elected officials paid 
their annual visit to Washing-
ton, D.C. to lobby for various 
projects. Top priorities were 
transportation funds, money to 
rehabilitate foreclosed homes, 
and a potential technology park 
in Livermore. Making the trip 
were mayors Jennifer Hosterman 
from Pleasanton, Tim Sbranti 
from Dublin, Abram Wilson from 
San Ramon and Newell Arnerich 
from Danville. Vice Mayor John 
Marchand represented Liver-
more.

The Livermore Amador Valley 
Transportation Authority (LAV-
TA), which operates Wheels 
buses, proposed bus fare hikes 
and service cuts. The changes 

were necessitated by a reduction 
in funding.

The Pleasanton City Council 
was urged to enact a right to do 
business ordinance. Such an ordi-
nance, proponents argued, would 
mean that businesses could do 
such things as be open late and 
provide music, if their permits 
allow for such activities, without 
fear of having such operations 
stopped due to complaints.

Local students were on hand 
in Washington, D.C. for the in-
auguration of President Barack 
Obama. “It was just incredible,” 
said one of the students, Ashley 
Rodondi, from Amador Valley 
High School.

The Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce became the fifth 
largest chamber in the Bay Area 
in 2008. CEO Dale Kaye attrib-
uted the growth to the chamber’s 
ability to be “forward looking.” 
Plans were also revealed for the 
chamber to grow even more, 
including partnering with the 
City of Livermore to develop and 
sell the story of why businesses 
should locate in Livermore.

FEBRUARY 2009
Open areas near the national 

laboratories in Livermore were 
being considered for creation of 
a center of science innovation. 
The goal would be to attract sci-
entists and industrial partners, as 
well as Post-Doc students to col-
laborate with in-house scientists 
on technology transfer. Start-up 
companies would spin-off the 
technology from the two national 
laboratires.

The reward for information 
on the death of two horses, who 
were shot, was increased to 
$33,000. 

Urban growth boundaries for 
both cities and counties and more 
funding to purchase easements to 
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100 percent well water, the differ-
ence will not be very noticeable, 
said Zone 7 general manager 
Jill Duerig. The main difference 
would be spots on glasses and 
silverware, she said. 

California Water Service 
sounded the same note in a press 
release. The private firm, which 
draws some water from its own 
wells, and buys the remainder 
from Zone 7, serves approxi-
mately one-half of the volume of 
water consumed in Livermore. 
Neighborhoods not served by Cal 
Water obtain their water from the 
city’s municipal water enterprise, 
which relies more on Zone 7 
surface water supply. 

Cal Water district manager 
John Freeman said that his firm 
“will still be able to meet our 
customers’ water needs; how-
ever, we wanted to make our 
customers aware that they may 
notice slightly higher pressure 
and increased hardness.” 

Freeman said that if customers 
see spots on glasses or silverware, 
the addition of white vinegar to 
the dishwasher can help prevent 

them. He also suggested washing 
glasses by hand, drying them im-
mediately after the wash cycle, or 
using dishwashing soaps made 
especially for harder water. 
CAUSE STILL UNKNOWN 

The broken pipeline is five 
feet in diameter, and came apart 
at a joint adjacent to a surge tank. 
The tank is a pipe about 60 feet 
tall and 100 feet wide that func-
tions as a water tank, but it is not 
for water supply storage. 

The surge tank catches spill-
over from the pipeline, if gravity 
is forcing water back toward a 
pump. That prevents pressure 
build-up that could damage the 
pump. It is not known whether 
any part of the accident can be 
attributed to any possible mal-
function of the surge tank. 

The pipeline was installed in 
1967, and was inspected only 
once, in 2002. Technology in-
vented since then will enable 
DWR to make more frequent 
inspections of such underground 
pipelines, said DWR spokesman 
Eric Alvarez. 

The inspection in 2002 re-

vealed “no issues with this pipe,” 
said Alvarez. Pipes can have 
cracks. However, they can be 
minimal and not be singled out 
as potential future problems, 
he said. 

Alvarez, who flew to the site 
via helicopter on the day after 
the line break, said the DWR 
had a geologist at the site who 
was collecting data. However, at 
this time, there is no definitive 
information about the cause. 

The pipe is concrete, but 
wrapped with steel cable to 
make the outside stronger than 
the water pressure inside, said 
Alvarez. 

PIPELINE
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Photos show the damage

ment from doctors that they will 
work with nurses and midwives 
to teach them how to use a stetho-
scope,” said Jordan. 

Transportation is another key 
area for improvement. If there 
were a life-threatening problem 
after birth, babies are transported 
from the six outlying regional 
hospitals to the major hospital 
in the capital city Pristina. How-
ever, the ambulances don’t have 
special equipment to handle 
the babies’ problems. Worse, 
sometimes ambulances are not 
available. A nurse takes the baby 
in a car, which might not have 
any heat. 

To remedy this, two ambu-
lances are being donated by 
people in Ireland, said Mertes. 
It will be up to Rotary clubs to 
raise the money to equip them, he 
said. Mertes is a member of the 
Livermore Rotary Club, which 

has been working with Valley-
Care on the projects. 

The project will run for three 
years, and was granted $3 mil-
lion. Jordan said that ValleyCare 
is hopeful that several doctors, 
and possibly nurses, can come to 
ValleyCare in the fall. However, 
the trip will depend on locating 
funding. 

ValleyCare’s project in Koso-
vo is its third in eastern Europe 
since 1999. The first project was 
with Livermore’s sister city in 
Russia. The second occurred sev-
eral years later in Azerbaijan. 

“In Russia and Azerbaijan, we 
made a significant difference. We 
stay in touch via translators and 
e-mail. We see how they are do-
ing, and answer their questions. 
It’s quite interesting to us. It feels 
good that we can do that,” said 
Jordan. 

Kosovo is a small country. 

Mertes said that it’s possible to 
drive from one border to another 
in just two hours. Macedonia and 
Serbia are its neighbors. 

Not all nations have recog-
nized Kosovo’s declaration of 
independence from Serbia. The 
United States, Britain, France and 
Germany are among the nations 
that have. Other nations, with 
their own issues about breakaway 
provinces, including Russia and 
Spain, have refused to recognize 
Kosovo’s independence. 

The efforts of the United 
States to help curb the genocide 
against Kosovars during the 
Balkan Wars in the 1990s are 
recognized with much gratitude 
from the people there. Mertes 
saw a huge portrait of President 
Clinton on the side of a tall build-
ing. The main street from the 
airport to Pristina is named Bill 
Clinton Boulevard. 

 

HEALTH
(continued from page one)

Old barns on Manning Road were visible through the fog.

In Washington, D.C. for the annual lobbying trip, including a meeting with Congressman Jerry 
McNerney (3rd from right) were (from left) Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti, Danville Mayor Newell 
Arnerich, Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, San Ramon Mayor Abram Wilson and Livermore 
Vice Mayor John Marchand.

REVIEW
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preserve areas were among the 
ways proposed to stop sprawl in a 
new report titled “Golden Lands: 
Golden Opportunity.” The report 
was a culmination of a two year 
research effort by Bay Area land 
use leaders led by the Bay Area 
Open Space Council, Greenbelt 
Alliance and the Association of 
Bay Area Governments. In the 
Tri-Valley the report suggested 
expanding focus from preserving 
hills to establishing urban parks 
and preserving rural lands. An 
effort should be made to curb 
sprawl to preserve habitat for 
rare and endangered species, 
conserve lands and protect the 
Livermore groundwater basin 
and watersheds.

Bus fares were increased and 
some service cuts were made in 
the LAVTA Wheels system. 

The East Bay Regional Park 
District launched its 75th an-
niversary with the purchase of 
153 acres to become part of the 
Morgan Territory Regional Pre-
serve.  It was the first of several 
acquisitions that would be made 
during 2009.

The biennial survey of the 
homeless in Alameda County 
showed two new trends: more 
first-time homeless people who 
lack shelter because they have 
lost their jobs, and a higher per-
centage of disabled or physically 
injured people than in previous 
surveys. The survey was con-
ducted January 27 throughout 
the county, including two sites in 
the Valley: Open Heart Kitchen 
and the Tri-Valley Haven’s food 
pantry.

The Pleasanton City Council 
put off a discussion of develop-
ment plans for Staples Ranch. 
The item was continued by coun-
cilmember Matt Sullivan after 
public comments that supported 
the extension of Stoneridge Drive 
as part of the development. Sul-
livan said that, as noticed, the 
council was not scheduled to 
consider the extension. Under 
council rules, any councilmem-
ber can continue any item up 
until the time a motion is on the 
floor. At a subsequent meeting, 
the development plans and en-
vironmental impact report were 
approved by the council, 3 to 2 
with Sullivan and Cindy McGov-

ern opposed.
The Tri-Valley Conservancy 

unveiled its study of resources in 
North Livermore. The purpose of 
the study was to prioritize lands 

for conservation based on an 
evaluation of critical conserva-
tion resources and corridors. 
The eventual goal is to preserve 
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Water Different
California Water Service Company’s (Cal Wa-

ter)  in Livermore is temporarily changing the wa-
ter it provides from surface water to groundwater, 
effective immediately, the company announced 
last week.  Customers may experience slightly 
higher water pressure and increased hardness in 
water during this change. 

“Cal Water will still be able to meet our 
customers’ water needs; however, we wanted to 
make our customers aware that they may notice 
slightly higher pressure and increased hardness,” 
said John Freeman, Livermore District Manager. 
“We apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause our customers, and we want to assure 
them that the water they receive will continue to 
meet or exceed all state and federal water quality 
standards.”

More information is available on the compa-
ny’s web site at www.calwater.com.  

No Fishing in Creek
The California Fish and Game Commis-

sion voted in early December to approve new 
statewide sport fishing regulations for 2010-
2012 that include a year-round closure on all 
fishing in Alameda Creek and its tributaries 
downstream of San Antonio, Calaveras, and 
Del Valle reservoirs, to protect listed steelhead 
trout and remnant populations of native rainbow 
trout. Conservation and flyfishing groups in the 
watershed and throughout the state supported the 
Alameda Creek regulations due to the conserva-
tion significance, low population numbers, and 
potential threats to steelhead and rainbow trout 
populations in Alameda Creek.

“We’ve worked very hard for over a decade 
to begin to bring steelhead trout and salmon back 
to Alameda Creek and we support the closure on 
fishing at this time to allow steelhead to recover 
and reduce potential impacts on remnant rainbow 
trout populations below the major dams,” said 
Jeff Miller, Director of the Alameda Creek Alli-
ance. “If we can restore the native fish of Alam-
eda Creek and thereby contribute to the recovery 
of the central coast population of steelhead trout, 

we can potentially revisit fishing regulations in 
the future to provide some unique angling op-
portunities near an urban area.”

The new regulations provide year-round 
closure of all fishing for areas downstream of 
the major reservoirs in the Alameda Creek wa-
tershed, while continuing to allow catch-and-re-
lease fly-fishing (with artificial lures and barbless 
hooks) where there is legal access for fishing in 
tributaries upstream of these reservoirs, from the 
end of April through November 15.

The Department of Fish and Game requested 
the new Alameda Creek regulations because 
of the substantive efforts that are underway to 
provide fish passage over migration barriers in 
Alameda Creek.  

The state fishing regulations up until 2006 
allowed for the take of up to five trout per day 
from Alameda Creek during a late April to mid-
November fishing season. In 2006, fishing in 
the watershed was restricted to catchand-release 
fishing only with artificial lures and barbless 
hooks during the fishing season. Public access 
for fishing is not allowed in the flood control 
channel in the lower creek, in Niles Canyon, or 
in the Sunol Valley.

Above the major dams, public fishing access 
on public land is only provided above Del Valle 
Reservoir.

School Funding Forum
A meeting and a community forum regarding 

the Pleasanton Unified School District budget 
and an alternative funding source will be held 
on Tuesday, January 5, 6:30 p.m., in the library 
at Amador Valley High School, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road.

The district is faced with the prospect of such 
major program changes as going to 30 students 
in K-3 classes from today’s 25. 

The meeting is being called to show the public 
how much worse the state school funding picture 
will be in the next two school years, and take sug-
gestions about how to meet the challenge. 

   

REVIEW
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agriculture, buffer the existing 
urban growth boundary, establish 
trail corridors, protect the lands 
surrounding the Springtown al-
kali sink, and establish mitigation 
corridors for wildlife that link 
future protected lands to existing 
habitat.

The Pleasanton School Dis-
trict began consideration of vol-
untary furloughs for employees 
to help head off a projected $8.7 
million deficit.

The Livermore School Dis-
trict kicked off a series of four 
meetings to take public input on 
how to reduce its budget. The 
district was looking at a reduction 
of about $7 million.

Plans for a regional perform-
ing arts theater drew positive 
comments from the Livermore 
Planning Commission and De-
sign Review Committee. Com-
missioners had criticisms regard-
ing details in the plan, but were 
unanimous in their enthusiasm 
for the overall design, “I think 
it’s a fantastic design. Good Job,” 
Daryl West told the architects. 

Alameda County launched a 
review of the South Livermore 
Valley Area Plan. Issues that had 
been raised, according to county 
planners, included the definition 
of a winery, event centers, traffic 
and noise. 

California Attorney General 
Jerry Brown sent a letter to the 
City of Pleasanton in which he 
called the city’s general plan en-
vironmental impact review “in-
adequate.” His criticism included 
lack of an effective strategy to 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. He also wrote that lack of 
affordable housing is contribut-
ing to greenhouse gases because 
workers have to commute to jobs 
in the city.

A brief challenging a ruling 
that invalidated the Oak Grove 
referendum in Pleasanton was 
filed in appellate court by law-
yers representing Kay Ayala. 
The Oak Grove development was 
approved for the southeast hills 
of Pleasanton. The initial ruling 
in Superior Court found that 
referendum supporters had not 
carried the complete ordinance. 
The appeal contends that state 
law was followed by attaching 
the ordinance as approved by 
the city council, “nothing more, 
nothing less.”

Pleasanton high schools fin-
ished first and second in the state 
in the  “We the People” Compe-
tition. The team from Amador 
Valley went on to represent the 
state in the national finals in 
Washington D.C. Foothill was a 
close second. 

Las Positas College was in the 
midst of a building boom, thanks 
to Measure B bond funds. New 
construction included a child 
care center, a performing arts 
education center and renovation 
and expansion of the science and 
technology facilities.

The Livermore City Council 

Donlon Elementary School hosted its 3rd Annual International 
Faire. The event celebrated the diverse cultures and customs of 
the Donlon community.

The annual New Orleans Bash celebrating Mardi Gras took place 
at the Bothwell Arts Center in Livermore.

Businesses in downtown Pleasanton hosted “Truffles, Tidbits and Wine Tasting.” Over 25 
Livermore Valley wineries offered samples of their wines. The event is presented by the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association.

Levi Leipheimer, Lance Armstrong and Chris Horner rode up Patterson Pass Road during the 
third stage of the Amgen Tour of California.

Pleasanton residents rallied in support of a school parcel tax.

approved a restoration effort for 
the Alkali Wetlands in Spring-
town, following vandalism to 
the area. The council also asked 
to provide ways to limit access 
to the area in the future to pre-
vent further destruction of the 

wetlands.
Assemblywoman Joan Bu-

chanan asked the state controller 
to cut her salary by 10 percent, in 
keeping with budget reductions 
imposed by the Legislature.

MARCH 2009

Axis Community Health re-
ceived a $1.3 million grant from 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. The funds 
would increase its capacity. Axis 
expected to serve an additional 
4000 patients and provide 21,000 
more medical visits each year us-
ing the additional funds.

Pleasanton residents began 
considering both a referendum 
and a lawsuit to challenge the 
approval of the Staples Ranch 
draft environmental impact re-
port. The focus of the lawsuit 
was the adequacy of the report 
as it relates to the Stoneridge 
Drive extension and mitigation 
for the Spearscale species found 
on the property. The city council 
approved the extension of the 
road as part of the Staples Ranch 
development.

The National Trust Main 
Street Center presented Liver-
more Downtown Inc. with one of 
five 2009 Great American Main 
Street Awards. The award recog-
nizes “exceptional” accomplish-
ments in revitalizing America’s 
historic and traditional Main 
Street commercial districts.

The number of events and the 
increase in traffic drew the focus 
of most complaints during the 
opening session of a review of 
the South Livermore Valley Area 

Plan. Alameda County staff in-
dicated they had concerns about 
the lack of clarity regarding land 
uses such as churches, schools 
and a possible destination resort. 
Future workshops would be held 
to discuss the issues.

The LAVTA Board voted to 
scale back Wheels bus service 
further. LAVTA was operating 
with a loss of between $1.5 mil-
lion and $2 million.

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory researchers reached 
a long sought goal, firing a laser 
pulse through all 192 arms of 
the National Ignition Facility 
(NIF). The achievement moved 
the program across a technical 
threshold from construction and 
development to the beginning of 
full experimental operations.

The Pleasanton School Board 
voted to place a parcel tax on 
the June ballot. Voters would be 
asked to approve a four year par-
cel tax of $233 annually. Even if 
the tax were approved, the school 
board projected that it would not 
save all of the district’s jobs. 
Groups rallied in support of the 
parcel tax.

The Livermore Police Depart-
ment began a new community 
program, “Coffee with Cops.” 
Police personnel would meet 
with residents to discuss issues. 

The Livermore City Council 
approved a climate change ele-
ment as part of the city’s general 
plan. Included in the element 
are seven new objectives and 
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Binoculars Not Guns 
Our Valley’s first-ever Christmas Bird Count took place 

in December under the auspices of the Ohlone Audubon 
Society and Alameda Creek Alliance.

Some 50-75 volunteers, ranging from novices to highly 
experienced birders, counted winter birds in a 15-mile 
radius encompassing Livermore, Pleasanton and Sunol. 
Livermore’s Sycamore Grove Park was among the main 
sites.

The Christmas Bird Count is an Audubon tradition dating 
back more than 100 years. The count helps to assess the 
health of bird populations and to guide needs for long-term 
action.

There’s a wonderful story behind this event.
It emerged in opposition to an early American Christmas 

tradition known as “side hunts.” Teams of hunters would 
compete to see who could bring home the biggest pile of 
slain birds. Concerned about declining bird populations, 
conservationists and scientists created a new December 
hunt, one in which the participants were armed with 
binoculars and checklists rather than guns. The first of these 
was held on Christmas day 1900.

We are delighted and proud that our Valley has joined 
this beautiful tradition.
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associated policies to reduce 
emissions. 

The City of Pleasanton under-
went a greenhouse gas emissions 
audit in order to establish a basis 
on which to create a plan to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. 
The city council was dismayed to 
hear that the nearby freeways are 
included in the city’s emissions. 
Buildings were found to be the 
largest emitters under the local 
government category, recording 
44 percent of greenhouse gases. 
In the community sector, trans-
portation was responsible for 
64.4 percent of the emissions, 
which includes the freeway.

The Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce was certified as a 
Green Business under Alameda 
County’s green business pro-
gram.

The annual Day in the Park 
fund-raising at Camp Arroyo 
in Livermore was canceled. 
The event, hosted by the Taylor 
Family Foundation, provides 
money that allows for children 
with life-threatening and chronic 
illnesses to attend the camp. The 
decision to forego the event was 
in recognition of the “challeng-
ing” economic climate.

Representative Ellen Tauscher 
was nominated for the post of 
Undersecretary of State for Arms 
Control and International Secu-
rity in the Obama administration. 
Tauscher represents the 10th 
Congressional District, which 
includes Livermore. 

The Livermore School Board 
began looking at ways to trim $5 
million from the budget. Among 
the possibilities would be not 
replacing one of two retiring 
school nurses.

The Center for Biological 
Diversity, Alameda Creek Alli-
ance and Safe Streets Pleasanton 
notified the City of Pleasanton of 
their intent to challenge the EIR 
for Staples Ranch. Their suit 
argued that the report failed to 
properly access and mitigate the 
impacts of proposed develop-
ment and the Stoneridge Drive 
extension.

Actress Diane Ladd was the 
2009 recipient of the California 
Independent Film Festival Life-
time Achievement Award.

The Livermore City Council 
heard a report that, based on cur-
rent projections, the Redevelop-
ment Agency (RDA) would have 
the funds to finance its contribu-
tion to a regional theater and still 
have money for other projects 
over the next ten years. The 
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center is proposing to build 
a 2000 seat regional theater in 
downtown Livermore. The RDA 
would have less money coming 
as a result of the drop in the real 
estate market. The agency’s fund-
ing is based on an increase in the 
tax rate. The tax increment funds, 
as they are referred to, can only 
be spent within the RDA and only 
on capital projects. 

Fallen Oakland Police Officer Sergeant Mark Dunakin, his family and procession passed 
through Pleasanton and Livermore from the Oakland Memorial service. Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department and the Alameda County Fire Department provided a final tribute for the fallen 
officer.

Pleasanton began the search 
for a new poet laureate to replace 
Martha Meltzer, whose term 
expired.

The Livermore Valley Wine-
growers Association hosted the 
first annual barrel tasting week-
end.

APRIL 2009
The design for a proposed 

regional theater in downtown 
Livermore was approved by the 
city council. Mayor Marshall 
Kamena commented, “I think 
this is a significant step forward.”  
Doug Horner was the lone dis-
senting vote. 

Pleasanton hosted the 8th 
annual Poetry, Prose and Arts 
Festival. Activities included 
workshops, fine arts exhibition, 
authors’ reception and book sign-
ings on Literary Row.

Pleasanton PE curriculum 
was coveted by other districts. 
The new curriculum was created 
by the 13 district PE teachers to 
conform to state standards. The 
curriculum coordinates vari-
ous exercises with the kinds of 
physical development children 
need to attain to have healthy 
bodies as they move up through 
the grades.

Assemblywoman Joan Bu-
chanan considered running for 
the Congressional seat that would 
be vacated if Ellen Tauscher’s 
nomination for a State Depart-
ment post were approved. State 
Senator Mark DeSaulnier had 
already announced his intentions 
to run.

The Livermore School Board 
approved the expansion of Joe 
Michell School to include 7th and 
8th grades. 

The Alameda County Fair 
made changes to the annual event. 
Among them were a change in the 
day of the week the fair opens 
and an increase in the number of 
racing dates. 

The demand for businesses 
classes at Las Positas College 
increased as the economy de-
clined. In response, the college 
increased the numbers and types 
of classes.

Granada High School set 
a record for blood donations, 
collecting 172 pints of blood in 
one day. It was the biggest high 
school blood drive the Red Cross 
had experienced in the Bay Area 
in more than 10 years. 

The Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection 
Agency reached agreement to 
accelerate the restart of soil and 
groundwater cleanup at the Law-
rence Livermore National Labo-
ratory. Some of the treatment 
equipment had been shutdown 
due to a reduction in the FY 2008 
funding for cleanup at the site.

The Livermore School Board 
trimmed $4 million from its bud-
get. The cuts were spread across 
all levels of education and many 
services areas including special 
education, elementary music 
and physical education, nurses, 

custodial services and adminis-
tration.

The Livermore City Council, 
sitting as the Redevelopment 
Agency Board, voted unani-
mously to authorize staff to 
prepare a final disposition and 
development agreement between 
the Agency and the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center 
to build, operate and maintain 
a regional theater in downtown 
Livermore. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted to switch to curbside recy-
cling. The goal of the change was 
to increase the level of recycling 
in the city.

The Tri-Valley Conservancy 
celebrated its 15th anniversary. 
There are 4159 acres of land un-
der easement. The conservancy 
started as a land trust as part of 
the South Livermore Plan. It is 
now working on preserving other 
lands around Livermore.

Dale Myers resigned from the 
Zone 7 Water Board. The move 
by the former agency general 
manager was a surprise. He cited 
“time constraints” as the reason 
for leaving the board.

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted to make a $1.2 million 
revolving line of credit available 
to the Pleasanton School District. 
The money was to be used to 
pay debt service on certificates 
of participation that the district 
used to acquire land and make 
improvements to schools. 

Livermore Cinemas became 
the largest solar powered theater 
in the United States with 18,000 
square feet of solar cells on its 
roof.

Alameda County projected a 
$177.6 million budget shortfall 
resulting in a need for layoffs and 
reduction in services. It was the 
largest budget gap that the county 
has faced since 1992-93. 

Five cities and the Bay East 
Association of Realtors were 
selected as one of five public-
private partnerships nationwide 
to receive the Ambassadors for 
Cities award from the National 
Association of Realtors and the 
U.S.; Conference of Mayors. The 
award honors the establishment 
and promotion of the Tri-Valley 
Housing Opportunity Center. 
Cities honored were Dublin, 
Livermore, Pleasanton, San Ra-
mon and Danville.

Residents were urged to plant 
a garden for Open Heart Kitchen. 
Wendy Weathers, new operations 
manager, commented that many 
people have extra produce that 
Open Heart Kitchen would love 
to have. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
approved operation of an outdoor 
ice rink during the holidays. It 
would be located near the Li-
brary  in downtown Pleasanton. 
The goal is to enhance activity in 
the downtown area. The ice rink 
would be constructed and oper-
ated by San Jose Arena Manage-
ment, which is affiliated with the 
San Jose Sharks professional ice 
hockey team. 

The Livermore City Coun-
cil okayed the extension of a 
contract to purchase the historic 
Hagemann Ranch. The purchase 
would help to provide a place 
where Hoofprints on the Heart, 
a therapy program using horses, 
would have a permanent home.

Richard Stulen was appointed 
leader of the Sandia National 
Laboratories site in Livermore.

Those attending a workshop 
to discuss South Livermore 
reached agreement on the defi-
nition of a winery and whether 
tasting rooms should be allowed 
without a permit. The consensus 
was that tasting rooms should 
continue to be allowed by right. 

Wineries would not have to grow 
their own grapes.  The definition 
of a winery would be fermenta-
tion or processing of grapes, not 
both necessarily. 

MAY 2009
Work began on a new child 

development center at Las Posi-
tas College. The $10 million fa-
cility was to include two outdoor 
learning environments.

There was optimism voiced 
over the future of Livermore 
during the annual Real Estate 
Roundup hosted by the Chamber 
of Commerce. Among the proj-
ects leading to optimism, accord-
ing to Mayor Marshall Kamena, 
were the shopping center near El 
Charro, a Toyota dealership in 
North Livermore, a 2000 seat re-
gional theater planned for down-
town, and advancement of plans 
to bring BART to Livermore. Las 
Positas College showed record 
enrollment.

The Tony Award winning 
“25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee,” was the first 
Broadway show to come to 
Livermore. It was performed at 
the Bankhead Theater.

Opposition organized to halt 
plans to build new power lines 
through South Livermore. A 
consortium of public power 
agencies in California planned to 
build the project. Opponents said 

that huge power lines and towers 
would destroy the ambiance of 
Livermore Valley wine country. 
The Transmission Association 
of Northern California (TANC) 
eventually scheduled a hearing 
in Livermore.

The Hacienda Business Park 
in Pleasanton hosted “A Taste of 
Summer,” to raise funds for the 
Hacienda Helping Hands giving 
campaign. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
delayed a decision on whether 
to allow Vineyard Villa Mobile 
Home Park to convert to con-
dominiums. Councilmembers 
wanted more information on the 
impact on current residents. The 
conversion, if approved, would 
allow the property owner to sell 
sites to the owners of the mobile 
homes that occupy them.

Randy Johnson came home 
to Livermore to help dedicate a 
baseball field named in his honor 
and to help launch the Junior 
Giants program. Johnson, who 
graduated from Livermore High 
School, currently pitches for the 
San Francisco Giants. He pitched 
one of the 17 perfect games in 
Major League baseball history.

The Livermore City Coun-
cil/Redevelopment Agency ap-
proved a disposition and devel-
opment agreement between the 
Redevelopment Agency and the 

Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center (LVPAC) as to what 
each side would contribute to 
construction of a regional the-
ater in downtown Livermore. 
LVPAC would be required to 
design, construct and operate the 
theater. The agency brings land 
to the project and other related 
improvements.

The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce partnered to stage, 
“Innovation - How the Tri-Valley 
Fits into a World Economy.” The 
forum would discuss topics such 
as how to showcase the greater 
Livermore Valley/Tri-Valley as 
a science and technology center 
and incentives to help retain and 
attract businesses.

Two conservation groups and 
a mining company reached an 
agreement that would enhance 
the environment. The Center 
for Biological Diversity and 
Alameda Creek Alliance signed 
the agreement with Olivier de 
Silva Inc. that would change the 
Apperson Ridge Quarry project. 
Quarrying would be deferred un-
til 2030 or the end of operations 
at the Sunol Quarry site. Material 
from Apperson Ridge would be 
transported using a conveyor sys-
tem rather than via a haul road, 

A winning display by Vicki Hsieh was viewed by Nick Williams during the Tri-Valley Science and 
Engineering Fair

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The foggy, cool weather didn't stop a Pleasanton resident from enjoying a walk with her dog around the Pleasanton Sports 
Park.
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(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Frequent letter writers may have 
publication of their letters de-
layed.)

Dinner a Success
Helene Renaud
Donations Coordinator
Randy & Lurline Moore
Chairpersons

For 27 years the Livermore 
Community Thanksgiving Din-
ner has provided over 25,000 free 
turkey dinners to our community, 
seniors, families, our Honored 
Veterans and anyone who needs a 
hot meal on Thanksgiving Day.

On behalf of the Board Mem-
bers of LCTD we would like to 
thank the following for their gen-
erous support. Without them this 
event would not be as successful 
as it has been for 27 years!

Bothwell Arts Center, City of 
Livermore, L.A.R.P.D., Liver-
more Chamber of Commerce, 
Waste Management, Costco, The 
Livermore Henchmen, Granada 
High School DECA, Knodt’s 
Flowers, Alden Lane Nursery, 
Safeway Public Affairs, Anita’s 
Mexican Restaurant, Riata Tav-
ern & Diner, Tri-Valley Auto 
Body, Cornerstone Fellowship 
Church, Bologna Accountancy, 
First Presbyterian Church Board 
of Deacons, Stacie’s Restau-
rant, Pi Rho Chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi, St. Charles Borromeo 
Church, Mountain Mike’s Pizza 
(Downtown)

Springtown Golf Course and 
Grill, Las Positas College Speech 
& Debate Team, Livermore 
Pleasanton Fire Department, 
Trader Joe’s, Deborah’s Nails, 
Grocery Outlet, Home Town Buf-
fet, Native Sons of the Golden 
West, Tangles Hair Salon, Jifco 
Fabricated Piping, Wienerschnit-
zal (Downtown), Budget Rentals 
(Pleasanton), Linen Services, 
JSW Insurance, Shame’s Con-
struction, ECV-13, Melo’s Pizza 
& Pastal, Piccola Casa Restau-
rant, Strizzi’s Restaurant, The 
Boy Scouts , The 4-H Clubs

We would also like to thank 
all of our generous community 
members and all of our volun-
teers.

National Security
Tom O'Neill
Livermore

The pursuit of absolute na-
tional security is perhaps, within 
our America, the most unques-
tioned and universally affirmed 
goal we have. And yet, it is a 
form of idolatry that endangers 
us more than any other enterprise 

in which we engage.
In the recent public dispute 

over the proper way to do the 
accounting for the National Ig-
nition Facility (NIF), one may 
be inclined to accept the Lab's 
spokespeople when they say 
there are precedents for their 
way of reporting the accounts. 
Yet, in the larger context of the 
moral cosmos, Tri-Valley CAREs 
surely has the better side of the 
argument. Ecological sages tell 
us to "think globally, act lo-
cally." 

If the underlying motivation 
for NIF is, as it seems to be, fur-
ther strengthening and refinement 
of our nuclear arsenal, then every 
rational being in Livermore, 
whether outside the Lab or within 
it, should be working to abandon 
ambitions so incompatible with 
our often-proclaimed policy of 
worldwide nuclear nonprolifera-
tion, and should be working to 
redirect the central work of the 
Lab toward the development of 
energy technologies less threat-
ening to the human future than 
our current reliance on fossil 
fuels. If we do that, we will be 
pursuing our real security rather 
than pursuing a will-o-the-wisp 
"absolute security" that edges 
our already fragile planet into 
a deeper realm of unimaginable 
risk.

New Dietary Fashion
Lucas Nelson
Livermore 

A novelty only 30 years ago, 
meat-free diets are rapidly be-
coming the fashion  for people 
who care about their family’s 
and their planet’s health. Here 
are  recent indicators: 

According to U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the number 
of animals killed for  food in the 
U.S. this year is expected to drop 
by 6% from 2008.

Jonathan Foer’s "Eating Ani-
mals" and two other vegan books 
have made the  bestseller list.

Meat industry expose "Food, 
Inc." is being considered for an 
Oscar nomination.

Cargill, ConAgra, and other 
animal butchering empires, have 

launched a number of  vegan food 
products. 

In March, the respected Na-
tional Cancer Institute reported 
that people who ate  the most 
red meat were "most likely to die 
from cancer, heart disease and 
other  causes." 

In July, the conservative 
American Dietetic Association 
has affirmed that  "vegetarian 
and vegan diets are healthful, 
nutritionally adequate and may  
provide health benefits in the pre-
vention and treatment of certain 
diseases."

In the November issue of 
World Watch magazine, two 
World Bank scientists have  
claimed that meat production 
may account for more than half 
of man-made  greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The dawn of the New Year is 
a great time to explore the new 
dietary fashion and  all the deli-
cious, healthful vegan foods in 
our supermarkets.

Costly War
Thad Binkley
Pleasanton 

There are lots of complaints 
from people, notably from Re-
publican members of Congress, 
of how health care reform will 
add to the deficit and bankrupt 
the nation.

Want to know what is really 
bankrupting the nation?

How about $1 million dollars 
per day per soldier in Afghani-
stan? Add 30,000 more troops 
and do the math.

This war has dragged on for 
nine years with no end in sight. 
Remember, in 2001, how we 
were going to catch Bin Laden 
“dead or alive”? Remember 
how the Taliban and al-Qaida 
had been pushed back? Not 
now—thanks to a failed strategy 
that is in danger of being repeated 
due to this latest escalation.

Remember the Marshall Plan 
after World War II? The money 
we are spending for this war 
could furnish schools, roadways 
and hospitals to the Afghan 
people—schools that would 
replace the military madrassas 

that pass for schools nowadays. 
Roadways and hospitals would 
improve the quality of life for the 
Afghan people.

If you feel, as I do, that there 
is a need to contact and influ-
ence our elected representatives 
on this issue, on behalf of the 
Pleasantonians 4 Peace, I in-
vite you to attend our monthly 
candlelight vigil on every second 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in front 
of the Museum on Main on Main 
Street in Pleasanton. We are a 
group of Tri-Valley residents who 
meet to reflect on the human and 
monetary costs of war, honor our 
veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize a more peaceful 
world.

Global Warming
G. Roger Gathers
Pleasanton

An article in the Dec. 17 issue 
of The Independent quotes Ben 
Santer's open letter to scientists 
about Anthropogenic Global 
Warming (AGW). He can't prove 
his claim that CO2 increases in 
the atmosphere are causing glob-
al temperature increase. There is 
significant evidence that he has it 
backwards - temperature increase 
(which is even seen on other 
planets) is causing atmospheric 
CO2 to increase from out-gassing 
of the oceans.

His statement that scientists 
must be free to speak the truth 

without fear of attack is real 
chutzpah. It's the skeptics, not the 
believers who are being attacked 
and persecuted. 

Santer's support for the Cli-
mategate data massagers is dis-
gusting. Much has been made 
of his being a Sloan Professor. 
Richard Lindzen, a meteorologist 
at MIT is also a Sloan Professor 
and a member of the National 
Academy of Sciences and he is 
a skeptic.

The American Physical So-
ciety council was recently peti-
tioned by members to reconsider 
their biased statement on the 
subject. The petition called for in-
dependent research. The council 

claims ducked the issue, referring 
it to the Panel On Public Affairs, 
who chose to hide behind the 
suspect claims of the IPCC. The 
council then reissued the same 
biased statement.

We don't even know how 
much real warming has oc-
curred in America. It has been 
found that surface temperature 
measurements have been cor-
rupted by poor siting choices for 
the instruments. In some cases, 
where data are missing due to 
failure to report, guesses are 
substituted and treated as if they 
were real data. Thankfully, the 
Copenhagen meeting resulted in 
no binding commitments.

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

Everyone was Irish during the annual Dublin St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. Pictured are members of the Brae Sister City 
Organization.

A roping demonstration was part of a celebration of local ranching 
during Vaquero Day at Las Vaqueros Reservoir.

thereby reducing road grading, 
truck traffic and noise.

Chris Moore was selected by 
a unanimous vote of the board to 
fill out the term of Dale Myers on 
the Zone 7 Water Agency board. 
Myers had resigned earlier in 
the year. Moore had previously 
served on the board. Myers’ term 
ends in July 2012.

JUNE 2009
A crowd of 190 residents 

showed up to protest plans to 
build a power line and power 
towers through South Livermore. 
The Transmission Association 
of Northern California (TANC) 
hosted the hearing in Liver-
more. 

Measure G, the Pleasanton 
School parcel tax, failed to re-
ceive the necessary two-thirds 
vote. The measure was put on 
the ballot with the goal of raising 
$4.5 million annually in each of 
four years to offset the declining 
support for education resulting 
from ongoing state budget prob-
lems. The board of education, 
at its next meeting, announced 
that the district could lose an ad-
ditional $1.2 million to the state 
and began looking at ways to trim 
the budget.

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted in closed session to move 

forward with a supplemental 
environmental impact report for 
the Staples Ranch project.  A 
number of environmental groups, 
as well as a coalition of Pleasan-
ton residents, had filed a suit in 
Superior Court challenging the 
legality of the environmental im-
pact report for the development. 
The lawsuit argued that the EIR 
was not legal because it failed to 
include an analysis of the exten-
sion of Stoneridge Drive, which 
the council approved as part of 
the project.

Dedication ceremonies were 
held at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory for the Na-
tional Ignition Facility (NIF). Ac-
cording to various speakers, data 
that would come from the facil-
ity would contribute to national 
security, energy security, the 
economic health of the nation and 
California, and provide a stimula-
tion for intellectual innovation. 
NIF’s 192 lasers are housed in a 
ten story  building. 

The Livermore Valley Char-
ter School’s plans to operate a 
high school appeared headed 
for approval by the State Ad-
visory Commission on Charter 
Schools. Both the Livermore 
School District and Alameda 

REVIEW
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The annual Cinderella ride, for women only, is sponsored by the Valley Spokesmen Bicycle 
Touring Club.

Tri-Valley Repertory Theater staged the hit musical “Guys and Dolls” at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore.

Alisal School students took part in the school’s 1st annual Jog-a-Thon. Students collected pledges 
to raise money for the school’s running club.

County Board of Education had 
rejected the petition for a charter 
high school, based on financial 
problems the charter school had 
experienced.

The Callippe Preserve Golf 
Course in Pleasanton was on the 
list of the Best Municipal Golf 
Courses in the nation for 2008-
2009. The list is published by 
Golfweek Magazine.

Two Pleasanton education 
foundations set a goal of raising 
$2.8 million to retain key school 
programs in the upcoming fiscal 
year. Pleasanton Partnerships 
in Education and Pleasanton 
Schools Educational Enrichment 
would have from June 15 to Au-
gust 15 to meet the goal.

Livermore announced plans 
to create an airport category for 
its zoning ordinance. The airport 
is zoned for educational and 
public institution use. The public 
expressed concern over the po-
tential increase in air traffic and 
noise under the new zoning. 

Bob Moorefield took his 
final bow after 41 years of 
teaching, 36 of those at Foothill 
High School in Pleasanton. He 
started a band at Foothill when 
it opened in 1972. The program 
grew over the years to include 
marching, symphonic and con-
cert bands, a wind ensemble, two 
jazz bands, percussion, color 
guard and choir classes.

Alameda County, faced with 
a $178 million budget deficit, cut 
255 positions. More than half of Competitors dove in for one of the races in a meet between Livermore and Foothill high 

schools.

the cuts were positions already 
unstaffed. The remainder of the 
jobs to be cut are in the sheriff’s 
department.

The University of California 
rejected a petition signed by 
more than 500 Livermore Lab 
retirees requesting reinstatement 
to the UC medical programs. The 
retires were once UC employees 

The annual Livermore Valley Wine Country Festival in downtown Livermore featured wine, food, 
fun and entertainment. It is hosted by Livermore Downtown, Inc.

Union Pacific’s engine No. 44 met two other steam engines between Pleasanton and Sunol. One 
of the engines is owned by the Pacific Locomotive Association.

who were covered under the Uni-
versity’s group health coverage 
under a succession of contracts 
that lasted more than 50 years. 
Beginning in 2008, the new con-
tract with Lawrence Livermore 
National Security moved the 
retirees to individual plans.

Work continued in an effort to 

Students at Vintage Hills Elementary School in Pleasanton tried out the school’s new 
observatory.

Bras for the Cause in Pleasanton raised funds for breast cancer 
research.
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Livermore Fire took 2nd place in the U11 Boys Bronze 8 Division 
State Cup Finals. Pictured with their medals are: (back) Kevin 
Mains, Chad Hemmig, Jack Walker, coach Dale Slone, Grant 
Riddiough, Head Coach Bill Aboumrad, Garrett Slone, coach 
Brett Dupuis, Charlie Mitchell; (front) Brendan McCafferty, 
Ben Dupuis, Raymond Carlson Zachariah Eme, and Ethan 
Aboumrad.

Little League Signup
Livermore National Little League 

will have a final walk in registration 
on Tuesday, January 5, 2010 from 
6:30-8:30pm at Mountain Mike's Pizza 
on Vasco Rd. Registration is open to 
players who will turn 5yr - 18 yr by 
April 30, 2010. Players who reside 
within the following areas  are eligible 
to play with LNLL:  North Livermore, 
Portola, Springtown and Altamont 
Creek. At the time of registration proof 
of residency and a birth certificate are 
required. For more information please 
visit our website @ eteamz.com/LNLL 
or call 443-5655. 

Track and Field Sign Ups
Athletics America is accepting ap-

plications for youth athletes between 
the ages of 7-17.

Athletes 18 and older are also invited 
to join the club and train during the adult 
sessions.

Practices are held year round on a 
voluntary/drop-in basis and are scheduled 
on Monday through Friday in locations in 
both Pleasanton and Livermore.

Club participants will have the option 
of competing in AAU and USATF cross 
country events, as well as several all-com-
ers track meets.

For practice times and locations, 
please visit www.athleticsamerica.com 
or call Coach Rik Richardson at 925-
518-9356 or e-mail atheniantrack@
hotmail.com

 
Water Polo

Register now for winter water polo. 
The LARPD Lazers Water Polo Team is 
currently registering youth and teens for 

winter water polo, November 30, 2009 to 
February 7, 2010. To register, call 925-
373-5751, or visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us. 
For more information about the Lazers, 
visit lazerswp.clubspaces.com.

PGSL Registration:
2010 Registration is now OPEN for 

all divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom 
Girls Softball League.  All girls living 
in Pleasanton , Dublin and Sunol are 
eligible to play PGSL softball.  Two ways 
to register: 1) Online at www.pleasanton-
softball.org; 2) Mail-in: PGSL, P.O. Box 
911 , Pleasanton , CA 94566 (download 
a registration form from the website).  
Please note, late registration applies after 
December 15, 2009.  For more information 
or questions, contact Christine Tanis at 
christine.t@pleasantonsoftball.org

Players Sought
Tracy Futbol Clubs U-12 Fireballs Hi 

Comp Soccer team looking for players. 
Birthdate must be between August 1, 1997 
to August 1, 1998. For more informa-
tion please contact George Edwards at 
(209) 613-2294 or E-mail g1edwards@
msn.com.

Baseball Tryouts
New Revolution Baseball is hosting 

tryouts for their 12U, 13U, 14U and 8th 
Grade Elite Team for the Spring/Summer 
season. Focus is on individual skill devel-
opment, instilling discipline, confidence, 
a higher work ethic and greater expecta-
tions within the individual. Contact Dan 
Olmo for a tryout at 925-548-2732 or 
olmo.baseball@comcast.net or fill out 
a tryout request form at www.newrevo-
lutionbaseball.com/tryout_request.html. 
More information at www.newrevolu-
tionbaseball.com.

Softball Umpires
The Livermore Pleasanton Umpires 

Association is seeking individuals in-
terested in umpiring girls fast-pitch and 
adult slow-pitch softball games in the 
Livermore-Pleasanton area.  Training 
will be provided.

The first general meeting of the As-
sociation will be held on January 24, 2010  
at 12noon at the Livermore Community 
Center located at 4444 East Avenue in 
Livermore or you can contact Ed Wong at 
edwardwong_99@yahoo.com for further 
information.

 

Dietician Jill Daniels will lead 
a group walk starting at 11:20 
a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 31, as 
part of Pleasanton’s third annual 
World Walk to Wellness at Pleas-
anton Sports Park.  This event is 
free, but voluntary donations may 
be made to Pleasanton Partner-
ships in Education (PPIE) Incor-
porated.  Funds will be matched 
(up to $20 per participant) by 
business sponsor ACCUSPLIT, 
manufacturer of certified accu-
rate pedometers.

Daniels has been a consulting 
dietician for over 13 years, work-
ing with individuals, groups, and 
corporations to assist help people 
setting health-related goals. “I 
help my clients feel their best 
and have the best health pos-
sible,” she says. “We set goals 
for what changes they can make 
in their eating and exercise, and 
how they will be accountable 
for those changes.  I offer a non-
diet approach to weight loss.”  
Daniels has a Master’s degree in 
nutrition.  She is a registered di-
etician and a certified specialist in 
sports dietetics.  Participants who 
choose to go on her “Walk With 
Me” tour of the scenic sports park 
will be encouraged to ask her 
questions along the way. Daniels 
also will have an information 
booth, as will ACCUSPLIT.

Another “Walk With Me” 
group will be led by W Ron Sut-
ton, president of ACCUSPLIT 
who is known nationally as “Mr. 
Pedometer.”  That group walk of 
2,000 steps will begin at noon.  
Sutton can explain  research 
that lead to the conclusion that 
maintaining wellness is most 
achievable by those who walk 
at least 10,000 steps per day.  
ACCUSPLIT will give away 

pedometers to the first 200 walk-
ers to register at the event, which 
takes place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Individuals and buddy groups 
can walk at the time of their 
choosing, to see for themselves 
how easy it is to fit 10,000 steps 
into their lives.

Over the past two years, the 
World Walk to Wellness event in 
Pleasanton has raised more than 
$3,600 for PPIE to distribute to 
local public school for their well-
ness plans.  Participants can list a 
school of their choice at registra-
tion.  The school with the highest 
percentage of participation will 
receive an addition $100 toward 
their wellness plan.  Go to www.
WorldWalkToWellness.org to 
download a registration form that 
can be completed and brought to 
the event.

For each dollar donated to 
PPIE, contributors will be given 
tickets for a series of door prizes.  
Drawings will take place at 11:45 
a.m.

Another option for those walk-
ing in the park on the last day of 
the year is to sign up to become 
“Green Walkers.” 

 The concept is simple:  Leave 
each place better than you found 
it.  This includes picking up litter 
as you go.  Mechanical “reach-
ers” to make the task easier 
will be available for $10 each. 
With a reacher, a walker can 
pick up litter without touching 
it and without having to stop to 
bend over. A trash sack will be 
included with each reacher to al-
low Green Walkers to easily help 
make our community even more 
beautiful.  Sutton is known for 
leading “Green Dog Rangers” at 
the popular Concerts in the Park 

series sponsored by Pleasanton 
Downtown Association.  At those 
events, Sutton recruits young 
people to help clean up Lions’ 
Wayside Park so that picnic litter 
is not left behind. Green Walkers 
expands upon that idea.

Those up to more strenuous 
walking can join the World Walk 
to Wellness at the staging area 
of the Augustin Bernal Park, on 
Golden Eagle Way just off of 
Foothill Road on the west side.  
Pleasanton Middle School math 
teacher Debi Mintz will lead the 
hillside walk starting at 11:15 
a.m., weather permitting.  

The Sports Park walk will 
take place rain or shine, but in 
the event of rain, the ridge walk 
will be postponed until January, 
when a walking for wellness 
competition among the city’s 
three middle schools will be 
launched.  (Check www.World-
WalkToWellness.org for details 
about the January hike.)

Pleasanton Sports Park is 
located on the east side of Hop-
yard Road at Parkside Avenue, 
two miles south of Hwy. 580.  
Mature trees transplanted to the 
park when Hacienda Business 
Park was developed make this 
a particularly attractive area in 
which to walk.  Paths are paved 
and suitable for baby strollers or 
wheelchairs.  Dogs on leash also 
are welcome.

New this year will be a similar 
event in Placerville, at the Pla-
cerville Bike/Walking Trial on 
Mosquito Road, between 9:00-
10:00 a.m.  Leading that walk 
will be Cecilie Walton, who has 
used walking to recover from a 
near-fatal automobile accident 
two years ago.

Wellness Walk Adds Dietician
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Dedication ceremonies were held at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory for the National 
Ignition Facility. Pictured is the target chamber.

Las Positas College held a ribbon cutting for its new aquatic center. It was just one of the new 
facilities either opening or under construction at the school.

Students took samples of water from the Arroyo Del Valle as part of a program where students from 
Amador Valley High School worked with students from Alisal Elementary School on monitoring 
the arroyo.

Anne and Bob Moorefield shared a moment during an event at Foothill High School held in honor 
of Moorefield, who was retiring after 41 years of teaching. It was high fives for Amador Valley High School graduates.

provide guidelines for mitigation 
practices in East Alameda Coun-
ty. The goal of the East Alameda 
County Conservation Strategy 
would be to preserve endangered 
species by developing a vision 
for long term habitat protection. 
A map was created showing the 
various habitat areas.  

Twelve potential candidates 

Runners headed down Main Street during the annual Spirit Run. The Father’s Day tradition is 
staged by the Rotary Club of Pleasanton.

The annual Rodeo Parade was held in downtown Livermore.

Pleasanton's Concerts in the Park were held Fridays in summer,

entered the race for the Con-
gressional seat held by Ellen 
Tauscher, who has been nomi-
nated for a State Department 
job as Undersecretary for Arms 
Control and International Secu-
rity. Democrats considering a 
run were Tiffany Atwood, Tony 
Bothwell, Joan Buchanan, John 
Garamendi, Adriel Hampton, 

Mark DeSaulnier and Anthony 
Woods; Republicans were Nick 
Gerber, David Harmer and Cath-
erine Moy; Green Party Jeremy 
Cloward, and Independent, Gino 
VanGundy.

Zone 7 Water Agency launched 
a plan to conserve water in prepa-
ration for droughts that are pre-
dicted to become more frequent 

under global warming. The plan 
includes helping water users to be 
more efficient with such activities 
as plumbing retrofits and water 
efficiency surveys conducted on 
large irrigation systems.

Oral arguments were heard 
in the state appellate court on 
an appeal of  whether a referen-
dum on the proposed 51-home 
Oak Grove development in the 

southeast hills of Pleasanton was 
valid. The landowners, Jennifer 
and Frederic Lin, sued the Pleas-
anton city clerk and referendum 
petition leader Kay Ayala in an 
effort to keep the referendum, 
which had the required number 
of signatures, off the ballot. 
The Lins won in Superior Court 
when the judge agreed with their 
argument that signature gatherers 

REVIEW
(continued from page 6)

had not carried all of the material 
related to the development. Ayala 
appealed the decision.

East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict three family campgrounds 
were named “best” in the nation 
by Reserve America’s Camping 
Club. The camps are at Anthony 
Chabot Regional Park, Del Valle 
Regional Park and Sunol Re-
gional Wilderness.
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Stephen Phillip Lamendola
Stephen was born on October 

19, 1949 in Oakland, Califor-
nia, and passed away on Tues., 
December 15, 2009. He was 60 
years old.

Stephen worked 20 years 
with Safeway Stores, Local 853. 
He then returned to school and 
acquired several degrees in the 
construction field and worked as 
a carpenter with Local 713 for the 
last 15 years.

Stephen loved to spend time 
with his family and friends. He 
had a great passion for music and 
spent many hours in his music 
room playing his beloved guitars. 
He was well loved and known by 
many and will be missed.

He is survived by his wife of 
38 years, Linda, his son Dustin 
Lamendola of San Diego; sisters 
Renee Clancy of Livermore and 
Sheri Leri of Tracy; brother Jo-
seph Lamendola of Tracy, as well 
as many other family members.

A memorial service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on January 5 at 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Ave., Livermore.

Clarence Gerald Groth
Clarence was born on May 29, 

1931 in Livermore, California 
and passed away on Wednesday, 
December 16, 2009.  He was 78 
years old.  

He was a graduate of Liver-
more High School and San Jose 

S t a t e 
Univer-
sity  (BA 
B u s i -
n e s s 
Admin-
i s t r a -
tion). He 
s e r v e d 
i n  t h e 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 

Navy and was stationed in Ger-
many during the Korean War. 
After a brief career in real estate 
in the Bay Area, he  relocated 
to Arnold, where he owned and 
operated a custom cabinet shop 
for nearly 25 years, Ebbetts Passs 
Cabinet Shop. In Arnold, he was 
a member of the Greater Arnold 
Business Association and was 
active in local theatre produc-
tions such as Ham on the Hill 
and Lions Club Melodramas. He 
also participated in the Calaveras 
County Fair’s Demolition Derby, 
winning Design awards for the 
cars he entered.  

He was a member of the ATO 
Fraternity, VFW, SIRS and Na-
tive Sons of the Golden West. He 
also volunteered at the Veteran’s 
Association Hospital in Liver-
more. His hobbies included fish-
ing, hunting, golfing and solving 
crossword puzzles. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife Barbara in 2006.  He is 
survived by his daughters, Amy 
Weintraub and her husband Marc 
of Livermore and Caroline Miller 
and her husband William of 
Soquel; grandchildren Seth and 
Brahm Weintraub; and Marlena 
Miller. 

Clarence will be laid to rest 
at Memory Gardens Cemetery 
in Livermore, CA.

A Celebration of Life service 
will be held at the Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South 
L Street, Livermore on Sunday, 
January 3, 2010, at 11 a.m.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Gerald Henry 
(Jerry) Stunkel

Long-time Livermore school 
principal Gerald Henry (Jerry) 
Stunkel passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family on Dec. 

23, 2009. He 
was 79.

Stunkel 
spent his en-
tire educa-
tional career 
in the Liver-
more school 
district, af-
ter  taking 
an English 
t e a c h i n g 
position at 
Livermore 

High School in 1957.
Jerry’s leadership skills were 

apparent early in his career. Leo 
Croce, who succeeded Ed Rund-
strom as schools superintendent, 
recalled that Ed had earlier called 
Jerry to his attention.

“Ed pointed Jerry out as an ed-
ucational leader and, in the years 
I worked with him, he proved to 
be just that,” said Croce.

Stunkel was principal of both 
East Avenue and Mendenhall 
middle schools in Livermore be-
fore he retired. During his tenure 
at East, it was named a California 
Distinguished School in 1988.

Chuck De Paoli, another re-
tired Livermore school admin-
istrator, got to know Jerry when 
they were both middle school 
vice-principals. He was having 
breakfast with three other retired 
school employees recently and 

they were visiting about Jerry.
“The word we all decided that 

typified him was ‘dignified,’” De 
Paoli said. “We always thought 
that about him even if we were on 
the other side of an argument. He 
was always a gentleman”

Marilyn Wong worked for 
Stunkel as his secretary and 
visited him routinely while he 
was battling Parkinson’s disease. 
She shared both his passion for 
education and his passion for 
the San Francisco 49ers. She 
and her husband and Jerry were 
all season ticket holders, who 
scheduled their fall Sundays 
around the ‘Niners. His son, Jim 
took him to a 49er game this fall, 
a memorable occasion for both 
of them despite the ‘Niners poor 
play that day.

For retired Livermore school 
principal Keith Carriveau, the 
early memories of Jerry came 
from their time in the 1960s when 
teachers regularly gathered to 
play basketball in the Livermore 
High gym.

“Jerry always had that smooth 
set shot from the corner. I re-
minded him about that over the 
years we worked together,” Car-
riveau said. That set shot demon-
strated his athletic talent.”

Jerry was born on July 26, 
1930, in Greeley, Co. He was the 
second-born son to Henry and 
Gladys (Gieser) Stunkel.  Jerry’s 
older brother, Jim Stunkel, served 
with the US Army during World 
War II in the Pacific theater, 
but was tragically killed in an 
airplane accident shortly after 
returning home from the war. 

Jerry grew up in Greeley and 
graduated from Greeley Central 
High School in 1948. He was 
very active in the Boy Scouts of 
America, attaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout and securing friend-
ships that would last his lifetime.  

He excelled in academics and 
athletics, distinguishing himself 
as an accomplished tennis player 
well into his senior years.

This October Jerry attended 
his final reunion with the Boy 
Scout troop members of his 
youth. The bonds forged while 
adventuring in the Rocky Moun-
tains over sixty years before 
were celebrated at their eighth 
reunion.

Jerry graduated from the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado in 
1952, earning a Bachelor of Arts 
in Education. In 1953, he mar-
ried Janet Bailey.  By 1954 Jerry 
had completed his Masters of 
Education and entered the Army, 
serving at Fort Ord, Ca. during 
the Korean War. 

After military service, Jerry 
completed his California Teach-
ers Credential and accepted an 
appointment as an English teach-
er at Livermore High School in 
the fall of 1957. He also coached 
the high school tennis team.

Jerry’s career with the Liver-
more Valley Unified School 
District lasted nearly 40 years, 
during which time he served as 
principal at East Avenue and 
Mendenhall middle schools. He 
was an innovative and award 
winning educator.

In one of his efforts to mo-
tivate students, he promised to 
move his office to the roof of 
East Avenue School if they met 
a goal. The students hit the mark 
so Jerry spent the day as principal 
administering the school from 
the roof.

In 1974, Jerry married Beverly 
Reisbig Steinhaus and they made 
their home in Pleasanton.  Jerry 
and Bev were devoted members 
of the Pleasanton Presbyterian 
Church (now Centerpointe) and 
provided leadership with the 
Cursillo movement (a weekend 

short-course in Christianity). Jer-
ry was a dedicated team member 
of the zany and world renowned 
Balloon Platoon comedy drill 
team that has marched in parades 
all over the world.

During retirement years, Jerry 
and Bev remained devoted to 
their church community, fami-
lies and friends and traveling. 
These passions combined on 
many occasions, creating a rich 
and fulfilling life and leading 
Jerry to donate his time and 
resources within the community 
and abroad.  He greatly valued 
his many friends from the com-
munity and in particular the Cen-
terpointe Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by his brother, 
Jack Stunkel of New York; his 
sons, Jim Stunkel and George 
Randal Stunkel of Livermore, 
and Martin Gregory Stunkel of 
White Rock, NM; his daughter 
Jennifer Farian of Tracy, step-
daughters Diane Steinhaus of 
North Carolina, Kathy French 
of Irvine, and Amy Martz of 
Mission Viejo.  He also has 14 
grandchildren: David Stunkel, 
Michelle Carmichael, Heather 
Christine Cooney, Timothy and 
Shawna Stunkel, Nicole Nixon, 
Holli and Shelby Stunkel, Jamie 
and, Robin Stunkel, Ian and An-
nie French, and David and Daniel 
Martz.

A Memorial and Celebra-
tion of Life Service will be held 
at Centerpointe Presbyterian 
Church, 3410 Cornerstone Court, 
Pleasanton, on Saturday, Jan. 2, 
at 3:30 p.m. The family prefers 
donations in his memory to 
Centerpointe Church. Burial will 
be private.

Phillip R. Diaz
Livermore resident Phil R. 

Diaz lost his battle with cancer 
early Christmas morning, Dec. 

25, 2009. He was born May 10, 
1954. 

Phil is survived by his loving 
wife Julia, their children Jennifer 
Hume, Zach Diaz, Miles Diaz, 
and Jessica Diaz; grandchildren  
Cameron Schell, Baylie Schell, 
Shadae Diaz, Leila abd Isabella 
Hume, sisters Denise McNeil and 
Renee Hon, and many nieces and 
nephews.

Phil was devoted to his family 
and enjoyed fishing with his sons 
and daughter. Phil left lucky to 
have many good friends and a re-
warding career as Chief Designer 
at REMco.

Iris Irene Bona
Iris Irene Bona died Decem-

ber 11, 2009 at Tiffany Gardens 
in Livermore. She was 93.

She was born April 28, 1916 
in College City, CA. She was 
married to Elwood Bona for 70 
years.

Iris was a member of Neigh-
borhood Church in Castro Valley, 
formerly of Oakland, where she 
was a Sunday school teacher for 
many years. She was also a mem-
ber of Las Damas of Livermore. 
Her hobbies including gardening. 
Many years ago, she received the 
Livermore Beautification Award 
for her Livermore garden.

She is survived by her chil-
dren Nancy Shepson of Danville, 
James Bona of Livermore and 
John Bona of Ringgold, Georgia, 
and grandchildren Janet Didone 
of Calabasas, CA and Christy 
James of Pleasanton. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, 
her brother Archie Cain and sister 
Dorothy Kelly.

Private viewing and family 
graveside services will be held at 
Mt. View Cemetery in Oakland.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

 

 

 

Clarence Groth

Jerry Stunkel

Classes for Seniors
Senior Services of the Liver-

more Area Recreation and Park 
District has an array of new 
classes as well as old favorites 
for the coming year. Seniors can 
get involved in the new year with 
these programs, plus various lun-
cheons and events.

Making the Most of YOU: 
Local salon experts from Salon 
Chic and Personal Harmony will 
share pointers for your hair, skin 
and body care routines. This fun 
and educational three-week series 
is geared toward women 45 and 
older. Learn about good hair, skin 
care changes and a holistic health 
approach with information on 
self-massage and the brain-body 
connection. Classes will be from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 
26 to Feb. 9. $20, plus a $20 sup-
ply fee.

Zumba for Seniors: Dance 
your way to fitness in a class that 
combines Latin and international 
music with fitness moves and 
dance steps. Zumba maximizes 
caloric output, fat burning and 
total body toning. No dance ex-
perience is necessary; just follow 
along and learn to work out to the 
rhythms of salsa, merengue and 
more. A series of eight classes 
will be held from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Mondays, Jan. 25 to March 
22 (no class Feb. 15). Another 
session will be offered starting 
on April 5. $69.

Arthritis Foundation Exercise 
Program: This program is de-
signed for people with arthritis 

and related ailments. Participants 
will be guided through a series 
of daily active living exercises 
that help maintain and improve 
muscle strength and mobility. 
Individuals ranging from basic 
to advanced capabilities can all 
benefit from the program. Classes 
will be held from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Mondays, Jan. 25 to March 22 
(no class Feb. 15). $67.

Living Gourmet Classes for 
Seniors: Two classes are avail-
able this winter: The Asian Din-
ner and Kitchen Spa Products. 
The Asian Dinner will teach 
participants how to cook a four-
course dinner with an Asian flare. 
This class will be held from 3 to 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 21. $26. 
Kitchen Spa Products will teach 
participants how to make bath 
salts, bath teas and foot soaks. 
This class will be held from 2 to 4 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27. $28.

Songwriter’s Series: This 
casual but educational class will 
highlight music from Irving 
Berlin, Willie Nelson and other 
popular songwriters. This class 
meets from 10 to 11 a.m. Tues-
days, Jan. 26 to Feb. 16. $43.

The Art of Nylon Flower 
Making: Learn the fine art of 
creating lifelike flowers from 
fine nylon. Popular in the 1970s, 
this floral technique has found 
new interest. This two-time class 
will be held from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday Feb. 2 and 9. Classes 
are also available in March, April 
and May. $23.

Music for Health and Well-

ness: Relaxation Focus: Discover 
how to use relaxation tools to 
help cope with daily stressors. 
Learn how music is a natural 
agent of stimulating the relax-
ation response. This class meets 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 
23 to March 23. $53.

The Designer in You: Learn 
to redesign your home to reflect 
your true self. Susan Duthie, 
owner of Castle Comforts Inte-
rior Design, will teach this one-
time seminar on getting started 
bringing your style to your home. 
This class will be held from 1 to 2 
p.m. Tuesday, March 2. $5.

Senior Self-Defense/Fitness: 
Livermore Martial Arts teaches 
basic but effective self-defense 
techniques with a work-at-your-
own-pace fitness program. This 
class will be offered from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Fridays, April 2 to 
23. $41.

Music for Health and Well-
ness for People with Parkinson’s: 
Whether you or your loved one is 
trying to cope with the diagnosis 
of Parkinson’s disease, there are 
many aspects of this disease to 
consider. Come find out how mu-
sic therapy can help in the day-to-
day management of Parkinson’s 
symptoms. Spend time with your 
loved one in a new way as you 
move, create and even sing to 
music. This class is offered from 
10 to 11 a.m. Tuesdays, April 13 
to May 18. $63.

Seniors are also invited to 
attend the New Year’s 40th An-
niversary Luncheon at 11 a.m. 

Friday, Jan. 8. Lunch will include 
lasagna, salad, garlic bread and 
dessert. Tickets are $8 for those 
55 and older and must be pur-
chased by Jan. 4.

Quest classes, a partnership 
with LARPD Senior Services 
and Las Positas College, are also 
available. Exercise classes in the 
coming year are Wellness and 
the Moving Body, Dance Aero-
bics/Body Sculpting and Gentle 
Stretch/Relaxation. Spanish for 
Life is also part of the Quest 
program.

For more information on 
LARPD Senior Services offer-
ings, visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us 
or call 925-373-5760. For more 
information on Quest classes, call 
925-424-1115.

Male Anger Management 
Axis Community Health will 

conduct a ten-week Teen Male 
Anger Management series this 
fall. The sessions will meet Mon-
days, February 1-April 19, 2010, 
(except for February 15 and April 
5) from 4:00-5:15 p.m.   All 
sessions will take place at Axis 
Behavioral Health, 6666 Owens 
Drive in Pleasanton.

The Teen Males Anger Man-
agement series is open to young 
men 13-18 years of age who are 
enrolled in high school.  The 
series is designed to help teens 
address conflicts constructively 
and includes education and group 
counseling designed to help par-
ticipants feel in control, handle 
anger positively, improve rela-

tionships, resolve conflicts and 
reduce stress.

Fee for the series is $300 
with a $150 deposit due at reg-
istration.  Scholarships for low 
income youth may be available 
upon request.  Interviews with 
the participants and their parents 
must be scheduled with coun-
selor Amanda Goletto during 
January, 2010.  For more infor-
mation, contact Amanda Goletto 
at (925) 201-6213 or agoletto@
axishealth.org. 

More information about Axis 
Community Health is available 
at http://axishealth.org.
 
Souper Bowl

Fran and Lanny Replogle 
of Fenestra Winery invite the 
public to enjoy a weekend of 
special soups, breads and Fenes-
tra wines, Saturday and Sunday, 
January 23 & 24, 2010, from 
noon to 5:00 PM, at their own 
“Souper Bowl”—the 18th An-
nual Soup and Wine Weekend.  
This event will be held at Fenes-
tra Winery, 83 Vallecitos Road, 
Livermore.

Get back to basics, and get 
inspired at Fenestra Winery--with 
a new look at making delicious, 
nourishing soups (made with 
Fenestra wine, of course) and 
breads. Gimanelli’s and guest 
chefs present a variety of memo-
rable soups.  

 The public is invited to sam-
ple the soups and breads, taste the 
award winning wines of Fenestra, 
and enjoy an afternoon in the 

historic winery building. The 
$10.00 event charge includes a 
logo wineglass and plate. Event 
charge for children ages 5-12 
is $5.00, ages 13-20 is $10.00 
(includes plate and non-alcoholic 
beverage). There is no charge for 
children under 5 years old.

For information, phone (925) 
447-5246, e-mail us at info@
fenestrawinery.com or consult 
our web site at www.fenestrawin-
ery.com.     

 
Big Screen TV

From Jan. 1 to Jan. 31, as 
part of the American Red Cross 
Project: Plasma promotion, all 
presenting blood donors can 
enter a drawing for a new 50” 
plasma HDTV. The drawing will 
take place on Feb. 4, giving the 
winner time to set up that new TV 
before the game gets underway 
on Feb. 7.

Donors can enter at any one 
of the five blood donor centers 
(Oakland, Pleasant Hill, Pleas-
anton, Newark, and San Jose) or 
mobile blood drives during the 
promotion period.

Call 800-GIVE-LIFE (800-
448-3543) or visit HelpSaveAL-
ife.org/NC to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Individuals who are at least 
17 years old (16 with parental 
permission), meet height and 
weight requirements (at least 110 
pounds based on height) and are 
in generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood.

               



PAGE 10 - The Independent, DECEMBER 31, 2009



The Independent, DECEMBER 31, 2009 - PAGE 11
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000     

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432186
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Lineage Wine 
Company, 5443 Tesla Road, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Steven Kent, LLC., 5443 
Tesla Rd., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Steven Mirassou
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 4, 2009. Ex-
pires December 4, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2640. Publish.  December 
10, 17, 24, 31, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.431699
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Art 4 Spaces, 
3430 Andrews Drive #110, 
Pleasanton Ca 94588 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s):
Engela W. Wilson, 3430 An-
drews Drive #110, Pleasanton 
CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Engela W. Wilson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 18, 2009. Ex-
pires November 18, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2643. Publish.  December 
10, 17, 24, 31, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.431965
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Overlander 
Safaris, 336 Christina Ct., 
Pleasanton Ca 94566 is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Walter C. Maina Kiama, 336 
Christina Ct., Pleasanton 
Ca 94566
Jenifer Noelle Perazzo, 336 
Christina Ct., Pleasanton, 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on November 
25, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jenifer Noelle Perazzo
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 25, 2009. Ex-
pires November 25, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2644 Publish  December 
17, 24, 31, 2009, January 
7, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432420
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Affordable 
Rain Gutters, 751 Polaris 
Way, Livermore CA 94550 

is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Eric L. Stone, 751 Polaris 
Way, Livermore CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on 1994
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Eric L. Stone
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 10, 2009. Ex-
pires December 10, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2645 Publish  December 
17, 24, 31, 2009, January 
7, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432240-432241
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)Care2Care 
Home Care, 2)Care2Care 
Referral Services, 36717 
Spruce Street, Newark CA 
94560 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Care2Care LLC., 36717 
Spruce St. ,  Newark CA 
94560
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mehrad Moshiri
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 7, 2009. Ex-
pires December 7, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2646. Publish.  Decem-
ber 17, 24, 31, 2009, January 
7, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432339
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Casino 580, 1620 
Railroad Ave., Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Dale Chesley Common, 969 
Cayuga Dr., Livermore CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Dale Common
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 8, 2009. Ex-
pires December 8, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2647. Publish.  Decem-
ber 24, 31, 2009, January 7, 
14, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432234
The following person(s) 
doing business as:U-Box of 
California, 44511 Grimmer 
Blvd., Fremont Ca 94538 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
U-Haul Co. of California, 
44511 Grimmer Blvd., Fre-
mont CA 94538
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on November 
2, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:George R. Olds
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 

on December 7, 2009. Ex-
pires December 7, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2651 Publish  December 
31, 2009, January 7, 14, 
21, 2010. 

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900672 for MOTOR-
CYCLE BODY REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE, Wednes-
day, January 6, 2010, 10:00 
a.m. – Lakeside Plaza Build-
ing, 1401 Lakeside Drive, 
Room 201, 2nd Floor, Oakland, 
CA NETWORKING/SOUTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900672 for 
MOTORCYCLE BODY RE-
PAIR AND MAINTENANCE, 
Thursday, January 7, 2010, 
2:00 p.m. – Dublin Public 
Library, 200 Civic Plaza, The 
Program Room, Dublin, CA 
Responses Due by 2:00 pm 
on February 9, 2010 County 
Contact : Felix Chang (510) 
208-9644 or via email: felix.
chang@acgov.org Atten-
dance at Networking Con-
ference is Non-mandatory. 
Specifications and bid copies 
regarding the above may be 
obtained at the Current Con-
tracting Opportunities Internet 
website at www.acgov.org.
12/31/09
CNS-1763672#
The Independent Legal No. 
2649. Publish December 
31, 2009

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900675 for HYBRID 
ELECTRIC-DIESEL CRANE 
TRUCK, Monday, January 
11, 2010, 10:00 a.m. – Lake-
side Plaza Building, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Room 1105, 
11th Floor, Oakland, CA NET-
WORKING/SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900675 for HYBRID 
ELECTRIC-DIESEL CRANE 
TRUCK, Tuesday, January 
12, 2010, 2:00 p.m. – Public 
Works Agency, 4825 Gleason 
Drive, Conference Room, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due 
by 2:00 pm on February 18, 
2010 County Contact : Tu-
dor S. Mosu (510) 208-9614 
or via email: Tudor.Mosu@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions and bid copies regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
12/31/09
CNS-1763685#
The Independent Legal No. 
2650. Publish December 
31, 2009

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

2) CATS/DOGS

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 

adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-

days.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both 

dogs and cats are available 
at the Pleasanton Farmers 
Market at W. Angela and 

First Streets.  Two locations 
will showcase cats only: 
Petsmart in Dublin from 

noon to 4  and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore from 
1  to 4.  On Sundays, cats 
are available at Petsmart 

in Dublin from  1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon from 
11 to 3.    Information, call 
TVAR at  (925) 803-7043 

or visit our website at www.
tvar.org.

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 49,118 
households know!

FOUND - White Fluffy Dog in 
Livermore Stanley - Murrieta 
Area 925 784-5522
6)LOST
LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 38,000 
households know!

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
- Support No Kill Shelters, 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-80000R  www.inde-
pendentnews.com  Pay by 
Credit Card  for any Classi-
fied or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Opportunity Knocking
Auto Sales

Self-Motivated
Easy Schedule

No Experience Needed
Will Train!
Benefits

Apply Within
Or Online @

LivermoreAutoGroup.com
 Call Parm or Ravi @

(925) 294-7700
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have Experience

 Senior Solutions, Inc.
 925 443-3101

TRUCK DRIVERS: CDL train-
ing. Part-time driving job. Full-
time benefits. Get paid to train 
in the California Army National 
Guard. May qualify for bonus. 
www.NaitonalGuard.com/
Truck or 1-800-GO-GUARD. 
(CAL*SCAN)

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

CLASSIFIEDS
**************

Reaches
38,000 Homes

Direct mail
to

Livermore, Dublin,
Pleasanton 

& Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

Management Changes
Alain Pinel Realtors (APR) Chief Executive Officer Paul L. Hulme 

recently announced management changes including his returning role 
as President of the luxury residential real estate firm.  Hulme founded 
APR in 1990 and the firm is now the largest privately owned and 
independent brokerage company in California.

The move follows the departure of Larry Knapp, who served as 
President and Chief Operating Officer from July 2003 until a week 
ago.

Additional leadership changes at APR headquarters include the 
promotion of Chief Financial Officer David Bellamy, who will take 
on the additional responsibility of Chief Administrative Officer, 
Rainy Hake who was elevated to the position of Vice President of 
Marketing and Corporate Affairs in charge of Technology, Training 
and Strategy as well as Mike Hulme who will advance from his 
position of Facilities Manager to Director of Corporate Operations. 
These changes reflect a practice of recognizing internal talent and 
promoting from within.

APR is enhancing its field operations with the formation of an ad-
visory board to the CEO and President, comprised of branch managers 
who will take on the additional role of Managing Directors. These 
recently appointed directors include: Jeff Barnett (Los Gatos Office 
Vice President and South Bay Regional Manager), Bob Gerlach (Palo 
Alto Office Vice President), Joe Cutrufelli (Walnut Creek Office Vice 
President) and Tim Murray (San Francisco Office Vice President and 
North Bay Regional Manager). Combined, these four managers have 
more than 100 years of real estate experience.

Coldwell Banker Helps Out
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage raised $11,902 during its 

first ever fundraiser to benefit Bay Area Food Banks.  The company 
also announced that, to further help those in our communities who 
are facing hunger this holiday season, it will match the donations for 
a final contribution of $23,804 to local food banks.

The week long fundraiser was held December 14 through 18.  All 
37 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage offices in Sonoma, Marin, 
San Francisco, San Mateo, Contra Costa, Alameda, Santa Clara, Santa 
Cruz, Monterey and San Benito Counties collected donations online 
and in person from sales associates, staff and clients who contributed 
at least five dollars to help the hungry in their communities.   

“Our first ever Bay Area Food Banks fundraiser was a wonderful 
success,” said Rick Turley, president of Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage in the San Francisco Bay Area.  “It’s fantastic to see that, 
even in these tough economic times, people are so willing to open 
their hearts and give what they can so that those in their communities 
don’t have to go hungry this holiday season.”

All donations will stay local and be distributed to each of the Bay 
Area’s nine county food banks.

Bay Area Food Banks acquire millions of pounds of food through 
community food drives, by trucking in donated surplus groceries and 
fresh produce from manufacturers, wholesalers and produce grow-
ers, and by purchasing selected food items that are needed for food 
assistance programs in the community.  Though most of the food it 
collects is donated, it is able to obtain purchased food at low cost so 
that every dollar donated goes even further.

In addition to this Bay Area Food Banks fundraiser, this year 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage raised more than $117,000 
for Northern California chapters of Habitat for Humanity, $13,000 
for the Children’s Gauchers Research Fund and collected 5,709 toys 
and 1,620 coats during its Toys for Tots and Operation: One Warm 
Coat collection drives. 

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara   

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Place your household items 

here for sale. Call  
925 243-8000 or go on-line 

at  www.independentnews.
com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

FOUND TEDDY BEAR  
gold and brown near home 
in Livermore. Home deco-

rated with lights. Please call 
to claim 925 447-0459

130)MISC FOR SALE

Used Chain Link Gate  
13'4" Wide x 4' Tall with 

Hinged Mounting Post and 
Hardware to Attach to Swing 

Gate Operator Elite  
CSW-200-UL 

Call  925-872-1321  
$250 or BO

Heavy Duty Electric Auto-
matic Gate Opener, Swing 

Type
Model Elite CSU-200-UL

Good Working Order
Call Lynn 925-872-1321

 $400 or BO

Get DISH with FREE Instal-
lation - $19.99/mo. HBO & 
Showtime FREE - Over 50 
HD Channels FREE! Lowest 
Prices - No Equipment to Buy! 
Call for Details 1-877-887-
6145. (CAL*SCAN)

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents 
with emphasis on those with 
low income. The center has 
general medical services, 
family planning, well baby, 
prenatal and maternity pro-
grams, social services, blood 
pressure checks, WIC food 
supplement programs, pre-
marital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755

WORLD GUITAR SHOW, 
Buy, Sell, Trade. Marin Civic/
San Rafael, January 9-10,  
OC Fair/Event/Costa Mesa, 
January 16-17. Saturdays  
10-5, Sundays 10-4. www.
TXShows.com Clip this ad! 
(CAL*SCAN)

155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD call  Barbara 925 243-
8000 or go on-line at www.
independentnews.com Also 
available pay by Credit Card 
for Classified and Display 
Ads.

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 

prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 49,119+ households 
that read the Independent 
find out about it. . To place an 
ad go to  www.independent-
news.com or call Barbara at 
925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. 200+ NORCAL Homes! 
Auction: January 23. REDC / 
View Full Listings www.Auc-
tion.com RE No. CQ1031187. 
(CAL*SCAN)

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertising 

with The Independent 
reaching over 38,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000 

170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE 
By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED  
ADVERTISING in 240 Cal-
SCAN newspapers for the 
best reach, coverage, and 

price. 25-words $450. Reach 
6 million Californians! FREE 

email brochure.
 Call (916) 288-6019.
 www.Cal-SCAN.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 

FREE email brochure. 
Call (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(CAL*SCAN)

NEWS RELEASE? Cost-ef-
ficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 
500 current daily, weekly and 
college newspaper contacts 
in California. FREE email bro-
chure. Call (916) 288-6010. 
www.CaliforniaPressReleas-
eService.com (CAL*SCAN)

185)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

Advertisement for Training. 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Learn to operate bull-
dozer, backhoe, loader, motor 
grader, excavator. Job place-
ment assistance. Call 888-
210-4534. Northern California 
College of Construction. www.
HEAVY4.com promocode: 
NCPA1. (CAL*SCAN)

Place Your Ad On-line
www.independentnews.com
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By Patricia Koning
Last fall, Marine Lance Cor-

poral Carlos Orozco was fighting 
the Taliban in Helmand Province 
of Afghanistan. For the holidays, 
he’s back with his family in 
Livermore,

“I couldn’t be more proud of 
him,” says his mother, Minerva 
Mckenzie. “It’s an honor to have 
my son serving our country, espe-
cially at a time like this. I don’t 
regret him going, even with him 
going into a war zone.”

His whole family is proud, 
especially his nine-year-old sister 
Tori, who brought him to school 
for sharing last year. Minerva’s 
house sports Marine flags in the 
front lawn, Marine décor inside, 
and Marine apparel for every 
member of the family. Her six-
month-old daughter Talia uses a 
Marine burp cloth. 

Orozco says he couldn’t see 
himself anywhere else expect 
the military—and he wanted to 
be a Marine on the ground. He 
was only 17 years old when he 
first met with a recruiter in 1997, 
shortly before graduating from 
Livermore High School. 

“I thought being in the Ma-
rines would better my life,” he 
says. “So I asked for the craziest 
job they had.”

After finishing boot camp and 
infantry training, he was assigned 
to the 2nd Battalion 3rd Marines 
(2/3) and stationed in Hawaii. 
Last spring he learned the 2/3 
would be heading to Afghanistan, 
part of the first wave of President 
Obama’s troop surge with the 
objective of gaining control of 
Helmand Province, a Taliban 
stronghold.

As the point man, Orozco’s 
job was to lead a 12-man squad 
on middle-of-the-night foot pa-
trols through the city of Now 
Zad. “We were on the lookout 
for the Taliban, trying to catch 
them setting IEDs or spying on 
us,” he says. “The Taliban are 
just bullies.”

The city was riddled with 
IEDs and taking rocket and mor-
tar fire was a regular occurrence. 

“I was terrified for the first few 
weeks,” says Orozco. “Then I 
accepted the fact that I probably 
wouldn’t be going home and I 
moved into a different state of 
mind.”

Back home in Livermore, 
Minerva had no idea of the level 
of danger her son was facing. 
He shipped out from Hawaii to 
Afghanistan on May 10, just 
five days after Talia was born. 
On Mother’s Day, the same day 
that he departed, Carlos sent her 
19 roses, one for each year of 
his life. 

“When I talked to her on the 
phone, she was crying so hard, 
that on the spot I told her there’d 
been a change in our orders, that 
we weren’t going to Now Zad 
but to a different location to se-
cure some higher ups,” explains 
Carlos.

He planned to tell her the 
truth after a month, but waited 
until August, when his tour was 

beginning to wind down. “When 
he told me the truth, I thanked 
him for doing that. He protected 
me,” says Minerva. “But looking 
back, I remember hearing explo-
sions in the background when we 
talked on the phone. He’d tell me 
it was nothing and I didn’t think 
about it because I didn’t want to 
know.”

Carlos laughs at this—it was 
mortar fire. Ironically, just after 
breaking the news of his true 
location to his mother, he was 
involved in the toughest action 
of his tour, a firefight in a pass 
outside of Now Zad. 

Leaving Afghanistan was 
tough. Carlos says he felt de-
pressed leaving behind comrades 
and unfinished work. “I think 
the 2/3 made a big difference in 
Afghanistan, in pushing out the 
Taliban,” he says. 

That difference is still being 
felt, as NATO forces continued 
to clear Taliban from the area. 

Carlos Orozco, his mother Minerva Mckenzie, and baby sister Talia. 

Carlos and his siblings: Junior, Talia, and Tori. 

From Afghanistan to Livermore, 
A Local Hero Returns Home

Recently Afghans have begun 
moving back into the city as it is 
being rebuilt. In January, Carlos 
will return to Hawaii for nearly 
a year of training and his unit 
will return to Afghanistan in 
late 2010. He spent the last days 
of 2009 in Disneyland with his 
family.

fiers earn byes into the Round 
of 16; Cut to the top 8 Women’s 
Series players

Friday, Jan. 15: 9 a.m. – PBA 
Tour Round of 28 (best of seven 
games); 2 p.m. – PBA Women’s 
Series Round of 8 (best of seven 
games); 2 p.m. – PBA Tour 
Round of 16 (best of seven 
games); 7 p.m. – PBA Women’s 
Series Round of 4 (best of seven 
games; two winners advance 
to Sunday’s ESPN TV finals); 
7 p.m. – PBA Tour Round of 8 
(best of seven games; four win-
ners advance to Sunday’s ESPN 
TV finals)

Saturday, Jan. 16: Pro-Am 
Events and PBA Fan Day; 9 a.m. 
- Youth Pro-am; 11:15 a.m. - Se-
nior Pro-am; 1:30, 4:30 6:45 and 
9 p.m. – Adult Pro-Am squads

Sunday, Jan. 17: 10 a.m. - Live 
ESPN television finals

Detective Eric Fredgren and 
Betsy Jones received recogni-
tion from the Pleasanton Police 
Department for the work they 
accomplished in 2009.

Fredgren, who joined the 
department in 1997 after being 
an officer in Redwood City, 
was named Officer of the Year. 
He is credited with clearing a 
large number of criminal cases. 
Among them were 27 vandalism 
cases reported in the early part 
of the year. His work helped the 
department achieve a high Part 
1 crime clearance rate (Part 1 
crimes include homicide, rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny, motor vehicle 
theft and arson.)

Fredgren has been assigned as 
the department’s Crimes Against 
Persons detective for 2010. He 

will serve as a primary liaison 
with the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office. A three-year 
member of the department’s 
Criminal Investigations Unit, 
Fredgren is a member of the 
department’s criminal investi-
gations unit. He has also held 
positions such as a patrol officer, 
motorcycle traffic officer and 
field training officer.

Professional Employee of the 
Year honors went to dispatcher 
Betsy Jones. She joined the de-
partment in 1990 and has been 
trained as a tactical dispatcher to 
provide assistance during SWAT 
call outs.

In selecting her for recogni-
tion, the department credited 
Jones with having a strong work 
ethic, loyalty and a willingness to 
help wherever it is needed. 

The California Energy Com-
mission’s New Solar Homes 
Partnership (NSHP) is helping 
California cities in their quest 
to use solar power with a new 
online tool kit.

“Local governments are on 
the frontline of our statewide 
effort to bring renewable energy 
and energy efficiency technolo-
gies into our communities and 
homes,” said Energy Commis-
sion Chairman Karen Douglas.  
“We hope this tool kit can help 
make efforts to encourage new 
solar home developments in their 
communities that much easier.”

The New Solar Homes Part-
nership Municipal Tool Kit pro-
vides California cities with re-
sources to encourage local home 
builders to install solar electric 
photovoltaic (PV) systems on 
new energy efficient homes. 
Suggested strategies include 
streamlining the permit process, 
incentivizing energy efficiency 
measures and solar installations, 
and educating home builders 
about current solar incentives. 

Director of Operations for the 
City of Pleasanton Daniel Smith, 
recently said, “The City of Pleas-
anton is committed to continue 
efforts to protect the environment 
through promotion and support 
of energy efficiency and renew-
able energy programs in our com-
munity. We have found that the 
Tool Kit is extremely helpful in 
this very important effort.”

The NSHP Municipal Tool Kit 
addresses the needs of municipal 
officials and staff, including city 
planners, building and safety 
officials, city managers, city at-
torneys and elected officials.

Case studies also document 
how California jurisdictions have 

used these strategies success-
fully, e.g. cities of San Jose, Palm 
Desert and San Rafael, and the 
counties of San Diego and San 
Bernardino.

The just-released kit provides 
municipal officials and staff, in-
cluding local planners, building 
and safety officials, city manag-
ers, city attorneys and elected 
officials, useful support materials 
and strategies for encouraging 
local home builders to install 
solar electric photovoltaic (PV) 
systems on new homes. The kit 
can be downloaded for free at: 
www.gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov/
nshp/local_government/

Pleasanton Police Hon-
or Two For Efforts

Website Helps with 
Solar Power Planning

BOWLING
(continued from page one)
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“East Meets West,” the fourth 
annual art exhibition of that theme 
at the Livermore Library, offers 
viewers an opportunity to explore 
cultural influences. The artists re-
ception is set for Saturday, January 
9, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Art 
Gallery in the Livermore Civic 
Center Library. The reception 
includes live music performance 
by Ewen Tsai (cellist) and Gregor 
Pierce (clarinetist). Food and wine 
will be provided by local sponsors. 
This educational-program event is 
free to the public.

“East Meets West” is a dynamic 
group of art-enthusiasts formed 
January 2007 in Livermore. This 
year’s exhibit will on display Janu-
ary 2 through January 31, 2010.

“The goal of this annual exhibit 
is to present and promote art and 
artists from multicultural back-
grounds; it builds bridges that con-
nect different cultures and people 
in Livermore, as well as around the 
world, to enhance Livermore’s ex-
isting colorful landscape of artistic 
culture,” says Lily Xu, artist and 
organizer. To accomplish this, Xu 
selected 9 artists-8 locally based 
and one from China- to join her in 
displaying art for the show.

Xu , who is originally from Chi-
na, works mostly with watercolor 
on Chinese rice paper. Xu’s works 
are highly decorative and artistic, 
combining Chinese traditional and 
contemporary Western techniques. 
She is especially skilled at ink-and-
color drawings with a heavy use 
of color; depicting flowers, birds, 
scenery, figures, Buddhist images, 
and animals such as horses, chick-
ens and cats.  

This year’s exhibit includes 2D 
art, such as paintings and photogra-
phy, as well as 3D art and more.

Works by Gary Winter, a master 
artisan with over 40 years of imagi-
nation behind him, including work 
for President Reagan, President 
Carter, Clint Eastwood, Museum 
of Modern Art New York, Ripley’s 
Museums and many others, as 
well as a few thousand collectors. 
His clever inventions, miniature 
reproductions, murals, renderings, 
contemporary furniture, point of 
purchase displays, packaging, and 

metal sculptures show his creative 
versatility and innovative thinking 
. Winter’s greatest muse is the Tri-
Valley area. The idea for his nail 
and wood sculptures came in part 
from his time hiking and horseback 
riding among the oak trees in the 
hills around Sky Ranch in Castro 
Valley. These sculptures include 
a Harley-Davidson motorcycle, 
which he has sold to Ripley’s Be-
lieve It or Not Museum, and a $100 
bill containing more than 22,000 
nails on 7 foot by 3 foot wood, 
which he has yet to sell: This piece 
will be on display at this year’s 
East Meets West exhibit.

Carolyn Peoples, creator of 
Cork-Art sculptures, will display 
a six foot tall wine bottle that con-
sists of over 3,000 corks.

Other artist include Photogra-
pher, Zhiping Zhang, who is an ac-
complished international photog-
rapher with more than 30 years of 
photography experience. Richard 
Jue, an Oakland oil painter, sculp-
tor, photographer, and set designer 
for Facing East Dance & Music, 
an Asian American modern dance 
company will join the exhibit this 
year.

Walter E. Davies whose pho-
tographs are in public and private 
collections on the west coast, and 
in southwestern and Rocky Moun-
tain states, will exhibit works that 
depict the beauty and mystery of 
light and its effect on the world 
around us.

Paintings by Edmee Acuna 
Keele are included in this exhib-
ited. Edmee’s works have been 
displayed throughout the United 
States, Panama, Italy, and Mexico 
since 1980. Edmee is also the 
Art Gallery Director for Wente 
Gallery, Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery in Livermore. New to East 
Meets West Exhibit are paintings 
by Courtney Jacob that represent a 
personal language created through 
the use of color, texture, composi-
tion, and action. Gregor Pierce, 
who has painted over 2,500 art 
reflection paintings of his music, 
emotions, and a life altering vision 
will also join the exhibit.

The Art Gallery in the Liver-
more Civic Center Library is lo-
cated at 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
For additional information call 
Lily Xu at ( 925 ) 980-1005.

'East Meets West' at the 
Livermore Library

Works by artists Courtney Jacobs (top), Edmee Keele (center), 
Gregor Pierce (bottom) and Lily Xu (right) will be exhibited.
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By Patricia Koning  
On a recent Saturday, customers 

at Barnes & Noble Booksellers in 
Dublin had the opportunity to learn 
about the history of the city from 
a couple of local experts—Mike 
Lynch, author of Dublin, and Pam 
Harvey of the Dublin Heritage 
Center. The pair signed books and 
answered questions about Dublin’s 
rich history. 

“It was a really great event,” 
says Michael Edgelow, manager 
of the Dublin Barnes & Noble. 
“We’re looking for ways to con-
nect more with the community, so 
after the holidays we are planning 
more events like this focusing 
on the history of Livermore and 
Pleasanton.”

Lynch is a long-time resident 
of San Jose and never lived in 
Dublin, nor did his parents or even 
his grandparents—but his great-
grandmother was born in Dublin. 
He wound up writing a book on 
Dublin because of the PBS televi-

sion show “History Detectives.”
“My great-grandfather was a 

police officer in San Francisco 
during the 1906 earthquake,” he 
explains. “I contacted ‘History 
Detectives’ to see if they’d be in-
terested in his story.”

He received a positive response 
from the show, which led him to 
the Dublin Heritage Center to see 
what he could learn about Mary 
and Michael Devany, his great-
great-grandparents. “I had a couple 
of names and not much else, so 
I was really starting at zero,” he 
says. “Without Elizabeth Isles’ 
support, I wouldn’t have gotten 
much further.”

Isles opened up the Dublin Her-
itage Center’s resources to Lynch, 
with an ulterior motive—the city 
wanted a history book written for 
the 25th anniversary in 2007. His 
work was greatly advanced when 
an aunt loaned him his great-
grandmother’s autograph book, 
in which friends and family wrote 

poetry, drew pictures, and recorded 
well-wishes. Lynch was able to use 
the names in the book to find more 
of Dublin’s pioneer families. 

“A lot was already known about 
the Doughertys, Fallons, and others 
who owned large amounts of prop-
erty and ran the town businesses, 
so one purpose of the book was to 
tell the stories of the other Dublin 
families, like mine,” he says. 

One mystery the History De-
tectives might consider solving is 
how Dublin got its name, a topic 
that Lynch discusses in the intro-
duction to Dublin. He did not find 
any documents that conclusively 
explain it, nor did historian Barry 
Schrader or M.W. Wood, who in 
1883 wrote biographies of many of 
Dublin’s prominent settlers. 

In the 1850’s, mail was de-
livered to the Dougherty Station 
Hotel, owned by the Dougherty 
family, so the city was known as 

Dougherty Station. In 1908, the 
area became known as Dublin, 
probably because of the many Irish 
immigrants living there, but no one 
knows for sure. 

“Perhaps the answer still lies in 
some yet-discovered document or 
newspaper clipping tucked away in 
a chest in someone’s attic,” writes 
Lynch. “Until this happens, if it 
ever does, we are left with a few 
tantalizing clues, offering a few 
brief hits as to how the name of 
Dublin came to be.”

Lynch, who has a B.A. in his-
tory from San Jose State, says 
writing the book was both ex-
hausting—he completed it in three 
months—and very fulfilling. While 
his family may not have been one 
of the well-known land owners, in 
the end they were commemorated, 
thanks to the book. 

The City of Dublin likes to 
name new parks after pioneer 

families. When a park was being 
developed in southeast Dublin on 
Chancery Lane, a city employee 
consulted the old surveying map in 
Dublin and found that the land had 
been owned by the Devany fam-
ily. The park was named Devany 
Square, for Lynch’s great-great-
grandparents. 

D u b l i n  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  
by Arcadia Books (www.arca-
diapublishing.com) as part of its 
“Images of America” series that 
also features books on Livermore, 
Pleasanton, and the Niles Can-
yon Railway, among many other 
titles. 

For more on Dublin’s his-
tory, visit www.dublinheritage.org. 
Dublin is available at the Dublin 
Heritage Center, Barnes & Noble 
in Dublin, Towne Center Books 
in Pleasanton, and through most 
online booksellers.

Dublin author 
Mike Lynch 
visits Dublin 

Barnes & Noble

"Dublin" by Mike Lynch (right) includes historic photos, including 
his ancestor, Eliza Devany (lower right)
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By Nancy O’Connell
Not once, but twice, the Tur-

tle Island Quartet has won the 
Grammy Award for the best Clas-
sical Crossover Album – a highly 
coveted award. Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center (LVPAC) 
and Del Valle Fine Arts brought 
this talented group of musicians to 
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater for 
the celebration of Winter Solstice 
on December 21st, the shortest day 
of the year. The theater seemed 
to be sold out. It was wonderful 
to see so many young people and 
children present for this Festival 
of Lights.

“Song to John,” the first work 
on the program, was a tribute to 
John Coltrane by bassist Stanley 
Clark. In this jazzy, fluid impro-
visation the first violinist, Mads 
Tolling, made a hollow tapping 
sound near the frog of his bow, and 
the cellist slapped his right hand 
against the strings and tapped his 
foot in a complex rhythm. With 
these opening sounds the audience 
knew this was not going to be the 
typical string quartet concert.

“In Christ there is no East 
or West” is a hymn based on a 
spiritual. The violist introduced 
the melody in a solo passage. Their 
rendition of this seemed to be a 
fusion of bluegrass and folk song. 
Heads were nodding and feet were 
tapping.

 Casually dressed in dark slacks, 
two of the men had on white shirts, 
and two had on dark ones. No 
neckties were visible, but every 
one of them had highly shined 
black shoes – the better to tap with. 
Two tall microphones stood on the 
stage to augment the sound.

The third work was loosely 
borrowed from the Winter portion 
of Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons” and 
cleverly titled “Thin Ice”. The 
quartet dove into the work with 
enthusiasm and alternated pas-
sages which sounded vaguely like 
Vivaldi with jazzy improvisation. 
All four musicians had a chance 
to play melodies and demonstrate 
their individual talents.

The different players stood 
and announced their pieces on the 
program, often with a humorous 
anecdote. The first violinist, Mads 
Tolling, is from Denmark, and told 
us that he had never heard of a 
Charlie Brown Christmas until he 
moved to this country. Composed 
by Vince Guaraldi, “Christmas 

Time is Here,” from the musical 
was disguised by this talented 
group. It had a very tricky first 
violin part which Tolling tossed 
off with ease.

None of the earlier pieces on the 
program had conventional caden-
tial endings. All closed with jazzy 
chords which came as a surprise, 
and there would be an instant of 
silence before the audience broke 
into enthusiastic applause. “Bring-
ing in the Sheaves” was a gospel 
number arranged by Horace Clar-
ence Boyer, a professor of gospel 
music.

 The next work began with 
a mysterious introduction with 
tremolo in the upper voices while 
the cellist and violist carried the 
melody. Eventually they launched 
into “Silent Night/All Blues” as 
arranged by Miles Davis. Later, 
when the cellist used pizzicato 
(a plucking with the right hand 
fingers) he alternated between his 
first and second fingers instead of 
just one – a technique this reviewer 
had never seen before.

The violist and the first violinist 
switched chairs for the next piece 
The violist, Jeremy Kittel, from 
Ann Arbor, Michigan is the U.S. 
National Scottish Fiddle Cham-
pion and he tapped his feet as he 
played the traditional Scottish car-
ol, “Christmas Day I’Da Mornin’.” 
He also had a formidable technique 
as he navigated many double stops 
with perfect intonation and danced 
like a whirling Dervish all over his 
fiddle, playing faster and faster.

More surprises lay in store for 
the audience in the second half of 
the concert. “World Turning” as 

arranged by Fleetwood Mac could 
almost be said to be the theme of 
the entire evening, and musically 
we traveled the world. “Chanukah, 
Oh Chanukah” was a traditional 
Jewish melody, but in this version 
it had a Brazilian flavor. It began 
with pizzicato in all four instru-
ments and the second violinist and 
violist had the melody while the 
cellist kept up his amazing pizzi-
cato sounds. Mads Tolling had an 
intricate first violin part.

The second violinist, David 
Balakrishnan, is the founder of the 
quartet and is of Indian descent. He 
spoke of the Festival of Light in In-
dia and the theme of the next piece 
on the program means, “Light the 
lamp of the person next to you, 
until all the lamps of the world are 
lit.” He had the beginning melody 
and drew a beautiful tone from 
his violin, while the cellist played 
a pizzicato passage with the same 

notes repeated again and again, 
like a drone bass.

Mads Tolling told the audi-
ence about the traditional Danish 
song, which means “The Earth Is 
Beautiful.” In English, the title is 
“Beautiful Savior.” He explained 
with nostalgia, “It’s the last song 
we sing as we dance around the 
Christmas tree – a real tree with 
real candles on it – before our fam-
ily opens our presents.” He played 
the melody, and then he launched 
into a solo jazz interpretation 
– improvisatory and quite complex 
with double stops and arpeggio 
passages.

The remarkable cellist, Mark 
Summer, next had a solo in “Lo, 
How a Rose E’er Blooming,” by 
M. Praetorius. He achieved some 
very unusual sounds with his piz-
zicato techniques, but also had 
terrific bow control as he played 
double stops and rapidly crossed 

Music Review

Standing Ovation for the Turtle Island Quartet
all four strings. This was prob-
ably based on the most ancient of 
the music heard on the program, 
because M. Praetorius lived from 
1571–1621.

“Winter in Cairo” was based 
on the “Arab Dance” from Tchai-
kovsky’s “Nutcracker Suite,” and 
like the other works on the pro-
gram sounded like a very much 
disguised Tchaikovsky.

In the last work, “Yuletime in 
Tunisia” by Dizzy Gillespie, they 
displayed a lot of humor. The sec-
ond violinist started off alone and 
when the others looked as though 
they were going to enter, he held 
up his bow and said, “This is my 
solo!” Wild glissandos led into 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town” 
and many other familiar tunes. In 
the end it became a contest be-
tween the two violinists over who 
could improvise the longest. When 
the violist leaned back and put his 
hand behind his head, the audience 
bubbled over with laughter.

They took us all over the world 
on this musical celebration of 
the Winter Solstice – the Orient, 
Ireland, Scotland, South America, 
North America, and India, and 
the next day some of them were 
traveling far distances – Mads 
Tolling was going the farthest as he 
was flying off to Copenhagen, but 
all were flying or driving to their 
homes for the holiday celebration. 
The enthusiastic applause and 
standing ovation should have sent 
them off with warm feelings for 
audiences at the Bankhead after 
their encore – “Linus and Lucy” 
by Vince Guaraldi.

Turtle Island Quartet
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Del Valle Fine Arts presents 
The Laurel Ensemble on Sat Jan 16  
at 8 p.m.  in the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

After starting with the Keg-
elstatt Trio by Mozart, the first 
half of the evening finishes with 
the 1929 piece Roussel’s Trio for 
Flute, Viola & Cello Opus 40 and 
the recently composed Smash 
by Jennifer Higdon. The second 
half contrasts the Trio Sonata in 
G Major BWV 1039 for Flute, 
Violin & Continuo by Johann 
Sebastian Bach with the jazz and 
minimalistic work Telephone Book 
by Michael Torke.

The Laurel Ensemble was 
founded in 2005 to specialize in the 
rich and varied repertoire written 
for mixed strings, winds, and key-
board during the past four centu-

ries.  The Ensemble is an affiliate 
of the San Francisco Friends of 
Chamber Music, an organization 
that nurtures emerging ensembles 
and promotes chamber music 
throughout the San Francisco 
Bay Area. The six players who 
comprise the ensemble— Sarah 
Holzman, Flute ; Ann Lavin, 
Clarinet; Christina Mok, Violin; 
Jenny Douglass, Viola; Krisan-
thy Desby, Violoncello and Lori 
Lack, Piano— have jointly and 
severally become leaders in the 
Northern California classical 
music scene. 

The seeds for the ensemble 
were planted when founding 
members Sarah lived next door 
to Krisanthy during the summer 
of 2001. They heard each other 
practicing through a shared wall 

“Chanson du Soir,” will present 
a voice and guitar recital at the 
Pleasanton Public Library on Sun., 
Jan. 10 at 2 p.m. 

Chanson du Soir features clas-
sical guitarist David Isaacs and 
soprano Chelsea Camille. Their 
music spans the centuries from the 
Renaissance to the 20th Century.  
Join us for this fine —and free 
— evening of classical music at 
the Pleasanton Library.

Please arrive early to find park-
ing.

Established in 2005, the South-
ern California natives have quickly 
garnered national recognition as a 
premier guitar and voice duo.  In 
February 2007 Chanson du Soir 
recorded their debut CD, Melan-
cholie et Espoir.

David Isaacs earned his Mas-
ter’s and Bachelor’s degrees in 
Classical Guitar Performance at 
California State University, Fuller-
ton and has performed throughout 
the U.S. and Greece. In 2006 David 
released his debut solo classical 
guitar CD, Structures, on Eroica 

Classical Recordings. Chelsea 
Camille is the professional so-
prano soloist at Belmont Heights 
United Methodist Church in Long 
Beach.

Chanson du Soir’s current pro-
gram spans the centuries from the 
Renaissance to the 20th Century.  
This set includes: Renaissance 
fare by John Dowland, songs from 
the plays of Shakespeare, several 
poignant verses of The Divan of 
Moses Ibn Ezra by Mario Casteln-
uovo-Tedesco, a trio of songs from 
Simone Mayer’s opera Adelasia 
ed Aleramo set by 19th century 
guitar virtuoso Mauro Giuliani, 
the “Bachianus Brasileiras No. 5” 
arranged by Heitor Villa-Lobos, 
a delicious art song by Ernesto 
Codero, and music dedicated to 
Chanson du Soir by masterful new 
composer, Brian Madigan.

The program is free and open to 
all. No registration required.

The Friends of the Pleasanton 
Library is sponsoring the program. 
For more information, call Penny 
Johnson, 931-3405.

 

 

and decided to introduce them-
selves. The San Francisco Classi-
cal Voice said of a recent concert, 
“They grabbed the audience’s 
attention by the throat with the 
opening bars and never let go. …” 
The Ensemble’s program mixes 
classical works with more modern 
pieces. 

Tickets are available on-line at 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
, by calling the Bankhead Theater 
box office at 925-373-6800 or 
visiting the box office. Prices are 
$30-$25-$20 for adults and free for 
ages through high school. College 
students may purchase tickets for 
$10 day of performance. 

For more information about 
Laurel Ensemble go to: www.
laurelensemble.com or www.del-
vallefinearts.org

Two special guest poets will be featured 
at the first Readings at Ravenswood program 
of 2010.

Poets Danusha Laméris and Penelope 
La Montagne will begin the afternoon with 
selections of their works. 

The event, part of a continuing series 
sponsored by the City of Livermore and poet 

laureate Cher Wollard, will be held Sunday, 
Jan. 3, 2 to 4 p.m. at Ravenswood Historic 
Site, 2657 Arroyo Road, Livermore.

Laméris’ work has been published in 
Lyric, Poetry Northwest,  Alaska Quarterly  
Review, The Sun and The Crab Orchard 
Review, and in the anthologies In a Fine 
Frenzy: Poets Respond to Shakespeare 
and Intimate Kisses. Her poem “The Inter-
view” received an honorable mention for 
the Jane Kenyon Prize. In 2008, she was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize. She lives 
in Santa Cruz.

La Montagne, a former Poet Laureate of 
Healdsburg,  participates in the California 

Poets in the Schools program is the founder 
of Morning Haiku on KRCB  Radio. Her 
books include River Shoes  and co-author of 
Fruit of Life: Poems of Passion and Politics. 
Her upcoming collection of poems is titled 
When Nature Chooses You Back.

An Open Mic will follow a break catered 
by Tri-Valley Personal Chefs.

The event is open to the public. Admis-
sion is $5; students with ID are admitted 
free.

For information, contact Cher Wollard at 
925 824-4824 or cherw@livermorelit.com, 
or see www.livermorelit.com

Voice and Guitar Recital at 
Pleasanton Library

Chanson du Soir features classical guitarist David Isaacs and soprano 
Chelsea Camille.

Guest Poets 
Read at Raven-

swood 

Pictured is Danusha Laméris

Laurel Ensemble 
Offers Varied Repertoire
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The Contra Costa JCC cel-
ebrates the work of three renowned 
women artists: Carol Goldman, 
Nitzhia Shaked, and Rita Sklar. 
Their work will be exhibited at 
the Contra Costa JCC’s Friedkin 
Art Gallery, Gallery 925, and 
Tice Valley Gallery from January 
19, 2009 through April 23, 2010. 
Gallery hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 am to 8:00 pm and 
Fridays, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. The 
public is invited to enjoy the exhib-
its. Admission is free. The Contra 
Costa JCC is located at 2071 Tice 
Blvd. in Walnut Creek.

A free wine reception will be 
held in the Contra Costa JCC 
Friedkin Art Gallery on Thursday, 
January 28, 2010 from 5:00 to 
7:00 pm. Carol Goldman, Nit-
zhia Shaked, and Rita Sklar will 
be there to share their work. All 
artwork will be available for sale 
with a percentage of the proceeds 
to benefit the Contra Costa JCC. 
Attendees are encouraged to RSVP 
at www.ccjcc.org/gallery.

Bead weaver Carol Goldman’s 
interest in personal adornment and 
her strong background in visual 
arts led her to jewelry design as 
a means of personal expression. 
How light, color, and form are used 
in space has always fascinated her. 
“Bead weaving lets me explore 
light, color, and form in eye-
catching surface designs, creating 
neckpieces that are dramatic and 
glamorous to wear. My jewelry is 
for the woman who is not afraid to 
be noticed.”  

Nitzhia Shaked was born and 

raised in Israel to a family deeply 
rooted in Jerusalem. Nitzhia be-
came an Israeli lawyer upon gradu-
ating from the Hebrew University 
Law School. In the United States 
Nitzhia continued her law studies 
at Harvard University and became 
a lawyer in California. In addition 
to her legal profession, Nitzhia’s 
two other passions have been 
Judaica and art.  One of her early 
paintings titled “A Woman within 
Herself” was chosen for a 1992 
spring exhibit in Mills College. 
In addition to her exhibits here in 
the United States, Nitzhia’s art has 
generated much interest in Israel.

Award-winning artist Rita Sk-
lar lives and paints in Oakland, 
California. She is a member of the 
California Watercolor Association, 
East Bay Women Artists and San 

Francisco Women Artists. “In my 
recent work, I am exploring the 
dimensionality- emotional, percep-
tive and symbolic- of vanishing 
species and traditions. My paint-
ings reflect a balance between the 
reality of representational shapes 
and forms juxtaposed with abstract 
backgrounds.”

 

Local author John Hiskes will 
speak about his book The Discov-
ery of Yosemite 1833 at the Liver-
more Public Library Civic Center, 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, at 2 pm 
on Sunday, January 10.  

There is no charge for this 
event.  Books will be available for 
purchase and signing.

In The Discovery of Yosemite 
1833, John Hiskes, along with his 
son Grant, identify the route of Jo-
seph Walker’s expedition through 
the Yosemite region.  Joseph 
Walker’s 1833 expedition was the 
first party to cross the Sierra Ne-
vada from east to west.  The book’s 
reconstruction of Walker’s route is 
based upon published accounts by 
the expedition participants, is me-
ticulously correlated with ground 
surveys conducted by the authors, 
and leads them to conclude that 
Joseph Rutherford Walker and 
several members of his expedition 
were the first white men to view the 
Yosemite Valley.

John Hiskes arrived at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley in 
1949.  After receiving an M.A. 
degree in 1952, John worked for 
the U.C. Radiation Laboratory, re-
ceiving a Ph.D. in physics in 1960.  
Having discovered the fascinations 
of Yosemite during his college 
years, he launched a campaign 
to climb all the high points in the 
Park – a campaign that continues 
to this day.  After John discovered 
Nordic skiing, he recreated Snow-
shoe Thompson’s 1860 solo trek 
across the Sierra.  He and some 
friends then formed a ski touring 
group to make annual midwinter 
east-west traverses of the Sierra 
Nevada.  John later joined with 

Ron Korner to found the Friends 
of Snow Creek Lodge, a group that 
worked successfully to offset the 
planned demolition of this historic 
old Lodge.  John retired from the 
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory 
in 1991 after a career in atomic and 
molecular physics and magnetic 
fusion.  He currently pursues is-
sues in cosmology, history, and 
astronomy, and he can often be 
found after dark at his observatory 
in Truckee.

Grant Hiskes first encountered 
Yosemite on a family camping trip 
as a child, and it was love at first 
sight.  Grant moved to Yosemite 
after graduating high school and 
quickly established himself as a re-
spected rock climber and member 
of the Yosemite Mountain Rescue 
Team.  He has made a number of 
first ascents, discovered and devel-
oped new areas, and written guide 
books.  Eventually he became an 
instructor in the Yosemite Climb-
ing School.  Grant graduated from 
Stanford Paramedic School, and 
later from U.C. Davis, majoring in 
microbiology and further pursuing 
his interest in geology.  He then es-
tablished his own company, SNOE 
– Sierra Nevada Outdoor Educa-
tion.  He gives Wilderness First 
Responder and Wilderness EMT 
classes to professional groups 
and climbing guides worldwide, 
including recent training of expedi-
tion and trek leaders in Peru.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this 
program as part of the Friends 
Authors and Arts Series.   

For additional events, check 
the library’s website at www.
livermore.lib.ca.us.

Local Author to Discuss 
'The Discovery of Yosemite 

1833' in Library Talk

Exhibit Opens January 19

Some of the work includes (top) "Sacred Moment" by Rita Sklar; (right, top) necklace by Carol Goldman; and 
(lower, right, "Jerusalem of Gold" by Nitzhia Shaked.
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A collection of Lily Xu’s work 
will be on display at Swirl on the 
Square, 21 South Livermore Ave., 
Livermore, Jan. 2 through Feb. 
28, 2010.  

An artist’s reception will be 
held Thursday, Jan. 7, from 6 
to 8 p.m. There is no admission 
charge. For information call 925-
980-1005

Tradition and abstraction are 

both visible in work of Lily Xu.  
The themes and forms of ex-

pression of her creations are great-
ly diverse. Xu’s works are highly 
decorative and artistic, combining 
Chinese traditional and contem-
porary Western techniques. She is 
especially skilled at ink-and-color 
drawings with a heavy use of color, 
depicting flowers, birds, scenery, 
figures, Buddhist images, and 

animals such as horses, chickens 
and cats. She is especially good 
at capturing the natural beauty of 
South China with simple brush-
strokes.  

She has conducted intensive 
research in combining color and 
ink, lines and curves in her paint-
ings. Her distinctive personal style 
includes forceful, fresh, rhythmi-
cal brushstrokes - a combination 
of Western and Chinese forms of 
expression. 

Her works depict a sense of 
time, place and “life.” They have 
a dreamlike quality and are imbued 
with a sense of deep spirituality, al-
ways leaving a distinct impression 
with viewers.  Lily Xu describes 
her creative time as “beautiful and 
pleasant.”

Xu is a painter who deeply un-
derstands herself. As an artist, she 
seeks to express her  ideas simply 
and allow her inner sparkle to shine 
through. 

Lily Xu was born in China. She 
is a fourth-generation artist who at 
an early age was nurtured by her 
artist grandparents to develop her 
passion in art.  She studied Chinese 
literature and fine art at Beijing 
University. She immigrated to the 
United States in the early ’90s, 
living first in New Jersey, Michi-
gan and Austin, TX. In 2004, she 
moved to Livermore, CA, with 
her family. 

Xu is very active in the art 

community.  To promote Asian 
art and culture, she organized and 
participated in many art shows and 
cultural events. She was founder 
and president of the Austin Chi-
nese Fine Arts Society. 

Her work now graces many 
private and corporate collections 
across the United States, Canada, 
Europe, Japan, South Korea and 
Singapore, including the Austin 

Children’s Museum, the Asian 
Study Center of the University of 
Texas, the Austin Asian American 
Cultural Center, the Blood and Tis-
sue Center of Central Texas, and 
the Austin Public Libraries (How-
son Library, Hampton Library and 
Yarbrough Library).

Her work is available for sale 
through galleries, group shows, 
art festivals and her home studio 
in Livermore.

Author/Entrepreneur John As-
saraf will kick off the San Ramon 
Chamber of Commerce’s new 
lecture series with the topic, Smart 
Growth.”

He will speak on Jan. 28, 6:30 
p.m. at the San Ramon Performing 
Arts Theater, 10550 Albion Rd., 
San Ramon.

Assaraf is an accomplished 
entrepreneur, business owner, 
and best selling author. Over the 
past 20 years John has built four 
multi-million dollar companies 
including RE/MAX of Indiana ($5 
billion in annual sales), Bamboo.
com (merged with Ipix to become 
the world’s leading provider of on-
line virtual tours), and OneCoach, 
which is currently the fastest grow-
ing provider of small-business 
coaching services. John has also 
authored two books: Having it All: 
Achieving Your Life’s Dreams and 
The Answer: Grow any business, 
Achieve Financial Freedom, and 
Live an Extraordinary Life, and 
is both a New York Times and 

Wall Street Journal Best Selling 
Author.

John possesses a unique passion 
for brain research and quantum 
physics as they relate to achiev-
ing success in business and life. 
Today John shares that passion 
with audiences worldwide. He is 
one of the experts featured in the 
hit film and book The Secret, and 
helped launch it into a worldwide 
phenomenon (for which Simon & 
Shuster ordered the largest second 
printing in its history - 2 million 
copies) through his appearances 
on Larry King Live, The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show, Anderson Coo-
per 360° and other major media 
outlets. John is also one of the 
Marshall Goldsmith School of 
Management’s Distinguished 
Thought Leaders.

Tickets are $55 regular, and 
$205 VIP tickets that  include a 
VIP Reception w/John Assaraf 
and  Q&A Session after the pre-
sentation. www.ci.san-ramon.
ca.us/parks or 373-ARTS.

Collection of Lily Xu's Works in Exhibit

'Smart Growth' Talk Launches 
San Ramon Series

Lily Xu with some of her work in the background.

Lily Xu's "Autumn."
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ART EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, offers 

art classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, 
art exhibits and information pertaining to 
the art field, 1255 Third St., Livermore. 
The gallery has been open since 1974 and 
maintains a video library of art tapes, art 
and craft books and art magazines and 
newsletters; hosts art events and work-
shops. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. 
For information call 449-9927.

Artists Angela Johal and Katie Caulk 
works  on display at Windermere Welcome 
Home realty through Jan. 4. 1790 First 
Street, Livermore. The show is open for 
viewing during regular business hours or 
by appointment. Contact Cher Wollard at 
925 824-4824 or cherw@windermere.
com for information.

Flying Solo, a series of exhibits presented 
by Poetry On Canvas Pleasanton showing 
in November & December at the Berry 
Patch in Downtown Pleasanton on Main 
& Angela. Schedule: Stan Vierk - Dec 
27 - Jan 3.

Eugenia W. Zobel Exhibit, December 2009 
and January 2010,  Wente Vineyards Es-
tate Winery, 5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
New works of porcelain paintings. For 
information call 925-443-7266.

Textile Artwork by Denise Oyama 
Miller and Nancy Ryan, “Landscape 
Impressions,” at Alexander’s Fine Art in 
downtown Pleasanton. Jan. 15 and 16. 
Reception Jan. 15, 6 to 9 p.m. Artists 
available Sat. 1 to 4 p.m. to discuss their 
work. 608 Main Street. Pleasanton. 846-
6015. Free admission.

MEETINGS
Pleasanton Art League and Livermore 

Art Association, meeting  Monday, Janu-
ary 18,  7:30 p.m. at the  Cultural Arts 
Building, 4455 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Presentation on Promoting and Selling Art 
by Jenny Floravita. No admission charge. 
Public is invited.

WINERY EVENTS
Occasio Winery owner John Kinney an-

nounced that his Occasio Winery tasting 
room, located at 2245B South Vasco Road 
in Livermore, will  hold an official ribbon 
cutting with the Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce on Wednesday, January 13th 
at 5:00 p.m. This official event includes 
a tour of the onsite winery, tasting room, 
Library room and a complimentary tast-
ing of the gold medal winning 2008 Pinot 
Gris.  There will be a cheese pairing and 
an opportunity to meet members of the 
Chamber, all from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.   
Reservations are not required. For more 
information on setting up a formal tasting 
and the cost, please call John Kinney at 
(925) 371-1987. 2245-B So. Vasco Rd., 
Livermore. occasiowinery.com.

Fenestra Winery, weekend of special 
soups, breads and Fenestra wines, Sat-
urday and Sunday, January 23 & 24, 
2010, from noon to 5:00 PM, at their own 
“Souper Bowl”—the 18th Annual Soup 
and Wine Weekend.  This event will be 
held at Fenestra Winery, 83 Vallecitos 
Road, Livermore. The $10.00 event 
charge includes a logo wineglass and 
plate. Event charge for children ages 5-12 
is $5.00, ages 13-20 is $10.00 (includes 
plate and non-alcoholic beverage). There 
is no charge for children under 5 years 
old. For information, phone (925) 447-
5246, e-mail us at info@fenestrawinery.
com or consult our web site at www.
fenestrawinery.com.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Chanson du Soir features music of David 

Isaacs and Chelsea Camille. Jan. 10, 2 
p.m. Pleasanton Library. Mixture of styles 
and musical coloration which span the 
centuries from Renaissance to the 20th 
century and traverses four languages. 
No admission charge. 400 Old Bernal, 
Pleasanton.  931-3400

Tom Rush, Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center Presents. Jan. 10, 7 

Labyrinth walk,  New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31st, First 
Presbyterian Church of Livermore at 4th and L Street, between 8 p.m. and 
midnight.  This walk is open to the public and is an opportunity to say good-
bye to the old year and welcome the New Year with peace and intention.  
First Presbyterian’s courtyard labyrinth is an 11-circuit, Chartres-style 
labyrinth and measures 42 feet in diameter.  On New Year’s Eve it will be 
decorated with luminarias,  music will be playing, and hot cider and coffee 
will be available. At the same time, an indoor canvas labyrinth will be 
available in the sanctuary, also with light and music. For more information 
contact Judy Hughes, MFT, labyrinth facilitator, 925-485-2524 or the church 
office, 925-447-2078. The photo was taken during last year's event.

p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.bank-
headtheater.org. 

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. Jan. 14, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Tickets or information 
925-373-6800, www.bankheadtheater.
org.

Laurel Ensemble, Jan. 16, 8 p.m. Del Valle 
Fine Arts concert. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets or 
information 925-373-6800, www.bank-
headtheater.org.

Wild Women of Song, Dublin Winter 
Concert, Thurs., Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m. Dub-
lin Heritage Center, Old St. Raymond’s 
Church, 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. 
Traditional jazz and blues with Pamela 
Rose and her band. Hors d’oeuvres and 
non-alcoholic beverages served. Sign up 
for reservations at 556-4500. $12 adult, 
$7 age 12 and under.

An Intimate Musical Evening, January 
23, Livermore Valley Opera fund-raising. 
Featuring the music and song, and prin-
cipal singers from the spring production 
of Die Fledermaus. More details will be 
available at www.livermorevalleyopera.
com.

Special Consensus, bluegrass group per-
forms Jan. 29, 8 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., Liver-
more. $13 in advance, $18 at the door. 
447-1950 ext. 0.

ON THE STAGE
Playwrights’ Theatre, Jan. 9 at 8 p.m. 

and Jan. 10 at 2 p.m. Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., Dan-
ville. “A Touch of the Poet” by Eugene 
O’Neill presented by the Eugene O’Neill 
Foundation. $20, $10 students with ID. 
www.eugeneoneill.org.

Side by Side by Sondheim,  A fund-raiser 
performed by Tri-Valley Repertory The-
atre. January 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17 Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m., Sundays at 
2:00 p.m. In the theater at 1048 Serpentine 
Lane, Suite 309, Pleasanton. Suggested 
donation: $50.  925-462-2121 or send 
email to tickets@trivalleyrep.com to 
make your reservations. Information: 
www.PleasantonPlayhouse.com.

Kimberly Akimbo, Role Players Ensemble, 
Jan. 15-Feb. 6. What might it be like to 
be a sixteen year old girl saddled with the 
body of a sixty four year old woman? That 
is only one paradox of several explored 
in this play from David Lindsay-Abaire 
in which he somehow manages to invoke 
O’Neill, Miller, and Williams into a 
unique, original, and comedic examina-
tion of the greatest dramatic subject of all, 
the family. Tickets (925) 314-3400. For 
other show information please call (925) 
314-3463. The Village Theatre, 233 Front 
Street, Danville.

DANCE

Presents will host the State Street Ballet 
production of the children’s classic  on 
January 8, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. with a special 
SaturyYAY! performance on January 9, 
2010, at 11:00 a.m. Both performances 
will  be at the Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton. Based on Rudyard 
Kipling’s Jungle Book, State Street Ballet 
melds the familiar storyline with exciting 
dance movement and special effects, giv-
ing the tale a modern and unique twist. 
The audience is encouraged to bring food 
donations to the theater to benefit The 
Haven Food Pantry. Collection barrels 
are located in the lobby. Tickets range 
from $18-$35 for adults and $10-$25 for 
children and seniors. All tickets may be 
purchased online at www.civicartstickets.
org up to three hours prior to the perfor-
mance, by phone at (925) 931-3444, or in 
person at the Amador Theater Box Office. 
Box office hours are Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and for two 
hours prior to the performance. Group 
discounts are available. More information 
about Civic Arts is available at www.
pleasantoncivicarts.org. 

Argentine Tango, Saturday, Jan 30,  2 to 
4 p.m. Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza. 
The roots and history of Argentine tango 
dance and music will be presented with 
examples of tango music and dance by 
Jurek Mazur of the Academia de Tango 
Argentino.  Free.  828-1315.

AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS

Livermore March 13, 14, 20, and 21.
Auditions, Cantabella Children’s Chorus, 

an award winning Tri-Valley organiza-
tion, has offered instruction fine vocal 
production and music literacy through 
great choral works to  in grades K-12 
since 1992. Children in K-5 are placed 
in training choirs, singers in grades 4-8 
perform in  Cantabella Children’s Chorus, 
and advanced choristers in grades 7-10 
sing in the Chamber Choir. New singers 
are cordially invited to email Director 
Bee Chow, director@cantabella.org or 
call (925) 292-2663 for placement in the 
training choirs or to arrange for an audition 
for the performing choirs. Classes resume 
on 1/5/10 and 1/6/10. New singers will 
be accepted until 1/15/10. Visit www.
cantabella.org for more information.

Auditions,  Valley Concert Chorale,  
will hold auditions by appointment on 
Monday, January 11 and 18, at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Livermore.  The 
church is located at the corner of 4th 
and L Streets. The Chorale is seeking 
experienced singers with sight-reading 
skills who enjoy singing exciting and 
challenging music.  The Chorale performs 
a wide variety of music ranging from 
classical to contemporary, and folk to 
jazz.  To schedule an appointment, call 
(925) 462-4205. Upcoming performances 
include Mozart’s Requiem in March at 
the Bankhead Theater in Livermore, and 
“Folk Songs From Around the World” 
in May in Pleasanton.  More informa-
tion about the Valley Concert Chorale is 
available at www.valleyconcertchorale.
org or by calling the general information 
line at (925) 866-4003.

Livermore Talent Competition Semi-Fi-
nals, Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Rotary Clubs in 
Livermore sponsor competition. 925-373-
6800, www.bankheadtheater.org.

MOVIES
The Man in the White Suit, Jan. 7, 2010, 

classic film series hosted by Candace 
Klaschus, Las Positas College. At 7:00 
p.m. in the Pleasanton Public Library, 
400 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. Free. 
Information: 925-931-3405.

Dangerous Beauty, San Ramon Branch 
of the American Association of Univer-
sity Women launches its “Celebration of 
Women in Film” on Saturday evening, 
January 23, 2010, with “Dangerous 
Beauty.”  Proceeds from the event, which 
will be held at the Front Row Theater, 
Dougherty Station Community Center, 
San Ramon, will go to AAUW funds 
that support women seeking fellowships 
and grants to further their education and 
research.  Tickets, call (925) 973-ARTS 
or go to the Front Row Theater web site at 
www.ci.san-ramon.us/parks/theater/fron-
trow.htm.  All tickets are $25, with mini-
mal processing fees for tickets purchased 
online or mailed. Seating is limited. 

OPERA
Live Theater-Casts from the Met: 10 a.m. 

Saturdays at Dublin's Royal Hacienda 
Cinema. Jan. 9, Rosenkavalier; Jan. 16, 
Carmen; Feb. 6, Simon Boccanegra; 
March 29, Hamlet; and May 1, Armida. 
Replays of each opera will be shown on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. as follows: Jan. 
6, Hoffman; Jan. 27, Rosenkavalier; Feb. 
3, Carmen; Feb. 24, Simon Boccanegra; 
April 14, Hamlet; and May 19, Armida.

MISCELLANEOUS
Devcon Holiday Ice Rink in Pleasanton, Jungle Book, City of Pleasanton Civic Arts 

Auditions for Opera Chorus, Livermore 
Valley Opera will hold auditions for their 
opera chorus for their upcoming perfor-
mance of Die Fledermaus.  Details are as 
follows: Monday, January 5, 2010 at the  
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, 
(corner of H and 8th), Livermore, 7:30 
pm. LVO is seeking 24 singers with sight-
reading ability, and in particular, tenors 
and basses. Prior opera chorus experience 
is not required.  Prospective singers should 
come prepared to sing a song of their 
choosing in English and bring a copy 
of the music for the accompanist.  Alex 
Katsman, Music Director and Conductor, 
will audition the singers. Chorus rehears-
als begin Monday, January 25, 2010, 7:30 
pm – 10 pm at the Bothwell Performing 
Center.  The second rehearsal will be Sat-
urday, January 30, and then every Monday 
evening thereafter.  Prospective singers 
who were unable to audition on January, 
5th may audition at the first rehearsal. 
Singers interested in auditioning should 
contact Pat Goard, Chorus Coordinator, 
via email at goardp@att.net. Livermore 
Valley Opera will perform Die Fledermaus 
at the Bankhead Theater in downtown 
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The Fifth Annual Polar Bear Slide event is set to ring in the 
new year with some shivers. Brave souls are invited to join the 
Livermore Area Recreation and Park District’s aquatics division 
on Jan. 2 for some chilly fun. Adults and kids alike are invited 
to participate in this extreme winter event that involves taking a 
cold-but-exhilarating ride down a 22-foot spiral waterslide.  This 
free event will also include complimentary hot chocolate to warm 
everyone up after sliding into the pool. All participants will receive 
a certificate of completion. Children must be at least 48 inches 
tall to use the slide. The Polar Bear Slide event will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 2, at the Robert Livermore Community Center 
Pool, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. Parking is on Loyola Way. For 
more information, call 925-373-5751 or visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us. 
Pictured is last year's event.

open through Jan. 10, 2010. Varies 
depending on day of the week. www.
devconholidayicerink.com. 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, parking lot of Pleasanton 
Public Library. (925) 484-4002. $10-$16 
for 2-hour session, includes skate rental. 
Skating lessons, school field trips, corpo-
rate and private rink rentals are available 
in addition to regularly scheduled public 
skating hours.  

The Power of Thinking Differently, 
Workshop with Javy W. Galindo, Sunday, 
Jan. 3, 2 p.m. Pleasanton Library meeting 
room. Topics include: ways to attain new 
ideas and creative insights, overcoming 
creative blocks & thinking habits, and 
the creative process. 400 Old Bernal, 
Pleasanton.  931-3400

Orchids Under the Oaks, Jan 9 and 10 
from 10-4pm.  "Tradewinds of the Trop-
ics" theme. Greenhouse full of orchids 
on display from around the world, orchid 
marketplace, and seminars. Alden Lane 
Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore.  
"Living Art" gallery featuring  orchid 
arrangements. Information,  contact Sue 
Fordyce (925) 447-0280.

Hobbies: How We Got Started and What 
We Learned, January 15,  Ed Kinney 
Lecture Series sponsored by the Museum 
on Main.  7:00 p.m. at the Lynnewood 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Museum members: $5, others: 
$10. Information: 925-462-2766 or www.
museumonmain.org.

Workshop, Getting Your Poetry Pub-
lished: Navigating the Path to Publi-
cation,  Sunday, January 17, 2010 from 
2:00-4:00 p.m. at Towne Centre Books, 
555 Main Street in Pleasanton. Hosted 
by Pleasanton Poet Laureate Deborah 
Grossman; led by Connie Post, the first 
poet laureate of Livermore. The workshop 
fee is $10.00 per person. Post will also 
assist attendees in determining which 
approach to publishing may be the most 
effective for them as poets.  She will share 
the tactics that have been successful for 
her and her colleagues. Reservations are 
recommended and may be made via email, 
info@townecenterbooks.com, or phone, 
(925) 846-8826.  Additional informa-
tion about the City of Pleasanton’s Poet 
Laureate program is available at www.
civicartsliterary.org. 

Livermore Reads, 2010 selection is Travels 
with Charley by John Steinbeck. His son, 
Thomas, will speak at the kick off event 
on Sun., Jan. 24, 2 p.m. at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. www.
livermore.lib.ca.us.

16th Annual Burns Supper, Jan. 30, 
5:30 p.m. no host bar, dinner at 7 p.m., 
Pleasanton Marriot, 11950 Dublin Canyon 
Rd., Pleasanton. Pleasanton-Blairgow-
rie-Fergus Sister City Organization, 
celebrates the birth of poet Robert Burns, 
“The Bard of Scotland.” Honors Burns in 
memory, songs and poems. For informa-
tion, call Kathy Tollworthy, 462-6378. 
Advance reservations required by Jan. 
20. Tickets $65 

Dark Energy and the Runaway Universe, 
talk by Alex Filippenko, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. Jan. 28, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Tickets or information 
925-373-6800, www.bankheadtheater.
org.

Science on Saturdays, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory presentation, 
lecture series for middle and high school 
students. Jan. 30, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. Free admission. http://education.
llnl.gov/sos

The Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Council (PCAC) and City of Pleas-
anton Civic Arts will present the 
9th Annual Poetry, Prose & Arts 
Festival April 17 and 18, 2010. 
The weekend-long festival will 
take place at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard 
in Pleasanton. Early registration 
begins February 1, 2010. 

 The complete festival for reg-
istered participants will feature 16 
workshops, including two-session 
mini-courses and individual work-
shops for adults, youth and teens as 
well as a poetry and prose awards 
banquet. Also included will be a 
Saturday afternoon Literary Row 

and Book Signing and Pleasanton 
Art League Visual Arts Show, to 
which the public is invited at no 
charge. 

 Registration packages range 
from $20-$185 with early registra-
tion discounts available February 
1 through March 15, 2010. Late 
registrations will be taken through 
April 9, 2010. An on-line brochure, 
registration forms for mailing and 
information may be obtained from 
the Pleasanton Cultural Arts Coun-
cil website at www.pleasantonarts.
org or by contacting Michelle Rus-
so at (925) 931-5350 or mrusso@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us. 

 

Friday Night Open Mic for Teens, Jan. 
23, performers sign up between 6 and 
7 p.m. Rules and forms available on 
ptown411.com. Veterans Hall, 301 Main 

St., Pleasanton. $8 in advance and $10 at 
the door; student tickets with valid ID $5 
in advance and at the door.

Planning Underway for 
Poetry, Prose and Arts Festival
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By Ron McNicoll 
Glenalyn Hunt, who grew up in 

Pleasanton, won’t be on television 
weekly on the show “The Amazing 
Race,” although she will be in an 
event that almost sounds like the 
title of that show. 

Instead, Hunt will be seen in 
real life (and on the internet) in 
something called “The World 
Race.” Like contestants in the 
popular “Amazing Race” TV 
show, “World Race” participants 
will be traveling from nation to 
nation with a goal. 

In the TV show, the goal is to 
get one’s team to the finish line 
first, and win a big monetary prize. 
The “World Race” is not hand-
ing out any monetary rewards. 
Instead, the team members in the 
“World Race” will be living on $10 
per day, and doing without such 
American middle class comforts 
as central heating, air condition-
ing, running water, and, in some 
places, housing. 

They will work on projects 
that will advance people’s health, 
nutrition and other well-being. 
They will accomplish this during 
one month each in 11 nations on 
three continents. The “race” is 
sponsored by Adventures in Mis-
sions, a non-denominational group 
based in Georgia. 

Hunt is the daughter of long-
time Valley journalist Tim Hunt, 
who now has a media relations 
firm. Glenalyn finished a degree 
in international relations at USC 
several weeks ago, and chose to 
put it to work in a non-profit way 
in the “World Race.”

Home with her family for the 
holidays, Hunt told The Indepen-
dent, “I wanted to do something 
meaningful the first year (after 
graduation), and not make $40,000 
a year, working 9 to 5 in an office. 
I remembered this program. It’s a 
really good fit. I will be going to all 
these countries that I’m passionate 
about visiting.” 

Hunt’s spirituality was impor-
tant in her decision. “When I do 
this, I will be an ambassador from 
America. I was reading something 
in the Bible about being an ambas-
sador for God. That would be my 
number one motivation. I love my 
country, but more, I love God.” 

‘THE COOLEST IDEA’ 
Hunt said it is “the coolest idea, 

going to 11 countries in 11 months, 
bringing hope to people all over 
the world.” 

Hunt will fly to New Zealand, 
and spend one month there, then 
go to Australia’s Outback for the 
second month, and then on to Ma-
laysia. After that, she will travel 
to the Asian continent, working 
in projects in Thailand and Cam-
bodia. 

The next stops will be in Af-
rican countries: Kenya, Uganda, 
and a nation yet to be selected. 
Europe will be the final stop, with 
Romania, Ukraine and another not 
yet chosen. It will be up to the par-
ticipants themselves to determine 
those two unknown destinations 
through prayer for a vision of what 
they are called to do for those two 
months. 

Not all the tasks have been 

determined yet. However, the 
program in the past has done such 
things as building bathrooms and 
clean water facilities, teaching 
English, working with orphans, 
and street drama and street evan-
gelism. The tasks will depend on 
what Adventures in Missions de-
cides is important at the time. 

Hunt sees the trip as an excel-
lent first step after taking her in-
ternational relations degree, which 
involved not only concentrations 
in economics and politics, but also 
cultural understanding. 

“The same methods may not 
work in Mexico as in China. The 
culturalization approach is about 
how to partner with people, im-
prove their lives and improve the 

country,” said Hunt. 
Mission trips are nothing new 

to Hunt. She took part in four of 
them in high school, including 
visits to Costa Rica and Mexico. 
She also accompanied her father 
to Kenya last summer, one in a 
series of mission trips that he has 
taken to Africa. 

PLAYING WITH KIDS 
THE BEST PART 

Glenalyn worked on planting, 
gardening and building projects. 
“The best part was getting to play 
with the kids. A lot of them have 
been abandoned by their families. 
Their parents did not want them.” 

“Sometimes there are too many 
kids, and they can’t afford them. 
Or a woman becomes pregnant, 

the dad leaves, the mother dies 
from AIDS. The lucky ones live 
in children’s homes, where they 
are cared for and loved. The oth-
ers start over on the streets,” said 
Hunt. 

Hunt will begin her trip from 
Los Angeles Jan. 3. People can 
keep track of it by going to her blog 
space at the World Race organiza-
tion’s page. Her personal blog can 
be found at http://glenalynhunt.
theworldrace.org. The blog is part 
of the organization’s main page, 
which is www.theworldrace.org. 

Hunt’s blog talks about her 
background, interests, and has 
information about donating money 
to support her trip. As of this week, 
Hunt raised $10,185. Her goal is 
$14,300. 

‘World Race’ Beckons to Pleasanton Woman 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Glenalyn Hunt with some of the items she has collected during her travels.
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Ian McConachie’s journey to Eagle began with joining Boy Scout 
Troop 903 while he was in the seventh grade and culminated with 
achieving the rank of Eagle six years later. 

In the troop, Ian served as Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Senior 
Patrol Leader, and Troop Guide. He also participated in Brownsea Lead-
ership Training. Ian fondly remembers the troop outings, including an 
overnight on the submarine the USS Pampanito, numerous whitewater 
rafting and kayaking trips, summer camps at Royaneh, Camporee, rock 
climbing at the Pinnacles National Monument and the Sunrise Rock 
Gym, and building igloos and sledding into brushy undergrowth on 
winter trips in the Sierra. 

For his Eagle Project, Ian organized teams to remove barbed wire 
fencing at Mount Diablo State Park to protect wildlife and restore the 
environment. In two days, thanks to all who participated, the group 
successfully removed half a mile of wire fencing (about a mile and a 
half of barbed wire) and about 180 fence posts. 

Ian graduated from Livermore High School with academic honors 
in 2008 and was recognized as an Advanced Placement Scholar. Ian 
has worked steadily since his sixteenth birthday, including part-time 
employment at Sunrise Mountain Sports and this summer at Cool Earth 
Solar as a full-time engineering intern. He is a sophomore at UC Davis, 
with a focus on math, physics, and astronomy.

Five researchers from the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Admin-
istration’s Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory have joined 
the ranks of the more than 200 
American Physical Society (APS) 
fellows for 2009.

APS fellowships are a distinct 
honor given after extensive review. 
Election to APS fellowship is lim-
ited to no more than one half of one 
percent of APS’ membership for a 
given year. Receiving a fellowship 
reflects the honor and approbation 
of one’s professional peers. This 
year, more than 200 members were 
elected APS fellows.

This year’s Laboratory recipi-
ents include:

David K. Bradley, a physicist 
in the Lab’s Shock Physics Group 
of the Lab’s Physical and Life Sci-
ences Directorate. Bradley, who 
has been at the Lab for 11 years, 
was honored for “the development 
and use of high speed optical and 
X-ray instrumentation to discover 
new phenomena in high-energy 

density plasmas.”
Laurence Fried, a group leader 

in the Chemical Sciences Division 
of the Physics and Life Sciences 
Directorate. Fried, who has been at 
LLNL 17 years, was recognized for 
“outstanding contributions to the 
physics and chemistry of shocked 
materials, the high-pressure, high-
temperature equations of state of 
solids and liquids, and the predic-
tion of energetic material reactiv-
ity, most notably the existence of 
sub-picosecond chemistry in high 
temperature dense fluids.”

Arthur Molvik, a Lab retiree 
since July 2007, who worked in 
the Fusion Energy Program. He 
was honored for “outstanding 
contributions to diverse areas of 
plasma physics and technology, 
including MHD stability limits in 
mirrors, and the physics of gas and 
electron accumulation in the ion 
accelerators.”

Christine Orme, who joined the 
Lab in 1996, is a staff scientist in 

the Biosciences and Biotechnol-
ogy Division of the Physical and 
Life Sciences Directorate. She 
was honored for her “outstanding 
contributions in understanding the 
fundamental physics of crystalliza-
tion and materials assembly with 
application to biomineralizaion, 
biomimetic synthesis, and shape 
control of nanostructures.”

Scott Wilks, a research scien-
tist in the Physics Division of the 
Physical and Life Sciences Direc-
torate, who has been with the Lab 
for 21 years. He was honored for 
“pioneering contributions to the 
understanding of intense and ultra-
intense laser plasma interactions 
and their applications to high-
energy density science, including 
fast ignition, ion acceleration and 
positron generation.”

For more information about 
APS fellowships, go to the Web 
at http://www.aps.org/programs/
honors/fellowships/archive-all.
cfm?year=2009

Eagle Rank Achieved

Ian McConachie

Lab Researchers Selected as APS Fellows

Notice: 
Deadline to submit items 

for Section II in 
The Independent is 

5 p.m. Friday.
Information may be sent to ed-

itmail@compuserve.com 
or PO Box 1198, Livermore, 

CA 94551
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme 
or subject. Phone number and contact 
person should also be included. Deadline 
is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Ohlone Audubon meets 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday January 5 at Castro Valley Adult 
School Multi-purpose Room, 4430 Alma 
Ave. (94546). From Castro Valley Blvd. 
turn north onto Redwood Rd., turn right 
on  Alma Ave. School is on the left. Park-
ing is in back.  Jack Barclay will present 
a slideshow all about  Burrowing Owls in 
California from history to breeding and 
distribution.  Jack has been a raptor biolo-
gist for 31 years and focused on these owls 
since 1989.  Refreshments.  Information @ 
510-507-3383.

Pleasanton Knights of Columbus will 
hold their 41st annual crab feed on Saturday, 
January 16 at the St. Augustine Church Hall, 
3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.  The doors 
will open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will begin at 
7:00. Tickets are $35 and must be purchased 
by January 10th.  Proceeds will benefit the 
church and community through the activities 
of the Knights of Columbus. For informa-
tion, please contact 925-846-7181 or email 
crabfeed@comcast.net.

LivermoreMoms (formerly Liver-
more Moms Club), Monthly meetings are 
held the second Monday of each month at 
7:00 p.m. and are a great way to meet other 
members. The purpose of the Livermore 
Moms (formerly Livermore Moms Club) 
is to share ideas and talents so that we may 
grow as parents, learn better ways to un-
derstand our children to help them become 
confident and capable individuals. Speakers 
are frequently invited to make presentations.  
Meetings are free for members, as well as for 
first time visitors.  Contact moms@livermo-
remoms.com for moreinformation

Volunteer Orientation for the David 
Glass House Museum, Tues., Jan. 12, 6:30 
p.m. Forest Home Farms, 19953 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd.  Completed in 1877, the Itali-
anate style Victorian home will open to the 
public in the spring of 2010. Volunteers will 
be trained to lead a variety of tours, provide 
educational programs and participate in 
historic preservation.  Interested persons, 
please R.S.V.P. by calling Mary Ann Wilk-
man at (925) 973-3287

Rummage Sale put on by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District. Sign-ups 
are open now to sellers seeking a new home 
for their possessions. A 10-by-10-foot space 
with an 8-foot table can be rented for $35.  
No food, candy, car parts, large furniture, 
cars, motorcycles or any commercial items 
are allowed. Sale will be held from 8 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, Jan. 30, at The Barn, 
3131 Pacific Ave.  Sellers can sign up by 
visiting www.larpd.dst.ca.us and printing 
out and turning in the form along with the 
space rental fee. Deadline is Jan. 25 for any 
spaces still available. For more information, 
call 925-373-5700.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Jan. 2, 35 miles Orinda BART 
to a coffee break in Benecia, meet 10 a.m., 
Lydia Zane, 510-558-3454. Sun., Jan. 3, 20 
miles Dublin to Bollinger Canyon, meet 10 
a.m. at Livermore Cyclery in Dublin, Bob 
Heady, 833-8214. Wed., Jan. 6, 30 miles 
hills in Benecia, meet 10 a.m. at the home 
of leader, Barbara Wood, 707-745-6353. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
call the leader for details on where to meet 
and what to bring. Additional rides at www.
valleyspokesmen.org.

Crab Feed, Livermore-Pleasanton 
Elks Lodge $2117. Sat., Jan. 30, 6 p.m. at 
the Lodge, 940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore. 
Dancing to The Singing DJ. $35 per person, 
advance sale only (before Jan. 25). Tickets 

available at the Lodge, or call 455-8829.
San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 

invites new  and established residents to 
its monthly luncheon on Jan. 21, 2010 at 
Forbes Mill Restaurant, 200 Sycamore 
Valley Rd. West, Danville.  The speaker 
will be Darlene Kittredge, Crime Preven-
tion Specialist from the San Ramon Police.  
Meeting is 11:30 to 2:00. Cost depends on 
menu choice.  Call Myrna, 925-560-0656 
for info & reservations.

Annual Crab Feed, Livermore Knights 
of Columbus  37th annual Crab Feed on Sat-
urday, January 9, 2010 at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center on East Avenue in 
Livermore. A social hour begins at 5 p.m. and 
the dinner will be served at 7 p.m. Dancing 
to the music of the OpenRoad band will 
begin at 8 p.m. and run until 11 p.m. There 
will be several raffles and a Silent Auction 
during the event. All money raised will go to 
assist the Livermore Knights and their many 
charitable endeavors. Tickets are $40 each 
and can be purchased by contacting Mark 
and Claire Duguid at 925-443-5873

Superior Court Information Centers 
need people-oriented volunteers to support 
information centers in the Pleasanton Court-
house. Training provided, (510) 891-6209 or 
cpulliam@alameda.courts.ca.gov.

Fishing - Trout Basics, class, 8-10 
am, Saturday, January 9 #22925, Del 
Valle Regional Park, 7000 Del Valle Road, 
Livermore; and 8-10 am, Saturday, February 
13 #22926, Lake Chabot Regional Park, 
17600 Lake Chabot Road, Castro Valley. 
Learn the basics of trout fishing including 
rigging, casting, ecology and conservation, 
fish behavior. This course is geared towards 
those who have experience fishing but want 
to gain additional knowledge specifically 
about trout fishing. Get an up-close look at 
trout and other fish through the Mobile Fish 
Exhibit! Gear provided. 5+yrs (PPR 5-15 
yrs). Valid CA fishing license required for 
ages 16+. Registration Required: 1-888-
327-2757, option 2, 3. Fee: $19 (non-res. 
$21), www.ebparks.org

7th annual Madres Hispanas, open 
house, Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. Peet's Coffee, down-
town Livermore. Madres Hispanas invites 
Spanish speaking families interested in 
sharing their traditions and culture of Mexico 
with their children. Meetings are once a 
month for two hours. Information, contact 
Alicia Calonico, acalonico@yahoo.com 
or 960-0654. Follow the group on Twitter 
twitter.com/madreshispanas.

La Leche League International, free 
woman to woman breast-feeding support. 
Meets first Monday of each month 10 a.m. 
to noon, Trinity Baptist Church, 557 Olivina, 
Building B #205, Livermore. Please RSVP 
to Stacy Hattori, 373-0987. dshattori@
sbcglobal.net, www.LLL.org. 24-hour 
hotline, 1-877-452-5324. Next meetings:  
Jan. 4, Feb. 1.

Tri-Valley Seniors: rides available 
to medical appointments. Seniors who 
require door-to-door service are now eligible 
for a ride to their medical appointments. 
Volunteers use their personal vehicles to 
drive seniors to and from medical appoint-
ments. Seniors must be 60 and over, living 
in Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton or Sunol, 
and unable to find a ride (relative, friend, 
bus, paratransit). For a ride or to volunteer 
to provide a ride, contact Jennifer Cullen 
at (925) 931-5387 or ja.cullen@yahoo.
com. Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds.

Eighth Annual Youth Food Drive, 
Youth service groups in Livermore, Pleas-
anton, Dublin, Sunol, San Ramon, Alamo, 
Danville, Walnut Creek and Concord may 
now volunteer and request collection sites 
for the Eighth Annual Youth Food Drive to 
be held on March 6, 2010 by signing up at 

www.youthservicecouncil.com/Volunteer/
Volunteer.html. Girl Scouts, youth minis-
tries, and 4-H Clubs will be participating. 
Youth Service groups will go door to door to 
collect nonperishable food and return it to the 
closest collection site. All donations will go 
to local food pantries in the Tri-Valley or to 
the Contra Costa Food Bank. Details of the 
program and locations of collection sites are 
available on-line.   925-998-6513.

Reading Volunteers Needed, new 
group forming to start training in January 
to become a Barton Reading Tutor. No ex-
perience is necessary and training is free of 
charge. Volunteer matched to a student who 
needs help. All the materials and training 
provided needed to bring a student’s reading 
and spelling up to grade level or above. For 
more information about the Barton Reading 
Program, please contact Christina Clark 
at Valley View 925/596-0292, or email 
christina.clark2@comcast.net.

Free English Conversation Classes 
at Pleasanton Public Library on Tuesdays 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 pm, Wednesdays from 
12 noon to 1 p.m., and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. 400 Old Bernal Ave. The 
program is free and open to all. No regis-
tration required. For more information call 
Janice Bauman (925)-931-3411

DAR, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Jose Maria Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton, join the members and prospec-
tive members for social gathering and 
history of our American roots. Members 
are descended from Patriots who won the 
American Revolutionary War of Indepen-
dence from England. Monthly meetings 
are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month. 
For more information and meeting location, 
please contact Susan at 925-699-4147.

Sons in Retirement (SIRS), informal 
social group for retired men who meet 
once a month for lunch. No fees, dues, etc. 
Variety of activities include golf, chess, 
hiking, etc. The Livermore SIRS 101 group 
meets at the Doubletree Hotel, 720 Los 
Flores Rd., first Tuesday of each month, 
11:45 a.m. Contact Chuck Petty, 447-4704 
or cpontrail@comcast.net.

Gardens are being sought to participate 
in the Going Native Garden Tour, set for 
Sunday, April 18, 2010, which showcases 
bird- and butterfly-friendly, pesticide-free, 
and water conserving gardens. Gardens must 
be located in Santa Clara County or San 
Mateo County, and contain 50% or more 
California native plants. To submit a garden, 
visit www.GoingNativeGardenTour.org. 
The deadline is December 1, 2009. For more 
information, email info@GoingNativeGar-
denTour.org. The Going Native Garden Tour 
showcases a wide variety of native gardens: 
established and mature gardens as well as 
newly installed ones; large acre lots and 
townhome gardens and all sizes in between; 
professionally installed gardens as well as 
owner-enthusiast inspired ones. Garden 
contents range from the full horticultural 
suite of California natives to a mix of natives 
and Mediterranean plants to locally native 
plants.  Submission Form at: http://www.
goingnativegardentour.org/

Bingo, every Sunday, Games 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 18 $250 pay-outs, 1 $350 payout, & 
more! Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore. 606-7777. Must be 18 years 
old to attend. Pacific Avenue, Livermore. 
606-7777. Benefits LVCS / CCEF. 

Fibromyalgia "Plus" Support Group, 
meets first Thursday of every month 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at the ValleyCare Health Library, 5725 
W. Las Positas Blvd., Suite 270, Pleasanton. 
Provides support for those (and family 
members) with fibromyalgia and similar 
conditions. Information Teresa 443-5707 
or JoAnna 510-276-0530. Please come 
fragrance free. Information at 734-3315.

RELIGION
Grief Support, Meetings are Jan. 14 

and 28, Feb. 11 and 25, March 11 and 25 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Meet-
ings are open to all, regardless of religious 
orientation. Please call Mary at 846-5377 
with questions.

St.Charles’/St. Michael’s begin a 6-
week Winter Bible Study Series on Monday, 
January 11th.  It meets every Monday at 7:30- 
9:00 pm in the Pope Room at St. Charles, 
1315 Lomitas Ave. The topic for this session 
is 2Corinthians:  Power in Weakness.  Come 
and learn what Paul means when he talks 
about God’s power in human weakness. 
For more information or to reserve material 
($10/ book), contact Julie at upcatholic@
aol.com or at 447-4549 ext 114.

Labyrinth walk,  New Year’s Eve, 

Thursday, December 31st, First Presbyterian 
Church of Livermore at 4th and L Street, 
between 8 pm and midnight.  This walk is 
open to the public and is an opportunity to 
say good-bye to the old year and welcome 
the New Year with peace and intention.  
First Presbyterian’s courtyard labyrinth 
is an 11-circuit, Chartres-style labyrinth 
and measures 42 feet in diameter.  On 
New Year’s Eve it will be decorated with 
luminarias,  music will be playing, and hot 
cider and coffee will be available. At the 
same time, an indoor canvas labyrinth will 
be available in the sanctuary, also with light 
and music.  Judy Hughes, MFT, labyrinth 
facilitator, 925-485-2524 or the church of-
fice, 925-447-2078.


